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PAINT 
 

Cars that were painted at Zetland were distinguished by their process.  Enfield cars 

were simply ‘slipper dipped’ whereas Zetland cars went through a ‘rotodip’ process 

(see ‘Rotodip process’).  This superior process meant that the cars were better 

protected against rust.  If you could detect prime coat, you would notice that ‘Enfield’ 

cars were pink, whereas the ‘Zetland’ cars were chocolate brown.  

During the initial set-up for the Mk II, there was a significant issue with painting.  Areas 

of lead-loading blew out with the extreme heat in the paint ovens.  It took weeks to 

redevelop the lead-loading technique to eliminate most of the beeswax from the 

paddling operation, use of extra heat to allow minor air bubbles to explode and finish 

off with an epoxy filler. Original colours of vehicles were to be found in two places: 

 

 

 

 

’63 – ’69: 
In the last box of the ID plate, situated under the bonnet near the radiator diaphragm: 
 

’69 – ’72: 
On an adhesive sticker, situated near the oil cooler: 
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With the early type ID plates, the colours were often shown with numerals in front of 

and after the colour.  An explanation of these follows… 

 

http://www.elevenhundred.com/colours.php 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An example to help explain:  1/ DUSK BLUE /3 

    

Paint type. 

1 = Enamel  

4 = Acrylic Enamel 

  
 

  

Colour name.   
 

Paint Manufacturer. 

1. Balm Paints 

2. Lusteroid 

3. Berger 

4. Brolite 

5. Taubmans 

6. Spartan 
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Note: 

Late in 1967 there was an error in stamping identification plates, as covered in the 

following original BMC Service Bulletin of November, 1967 

STAMPING ERROR 

BMC/Leyland Paint Charts 

On the following pages is the most comprehensive BMC/Leyland Paint Colour Chart I 

have seen.  My thanks go to John Lindsay for compiling it.  John would not claim it to be 

100% complete, as there were instances where a colour would be used as a test.  Only 

a handful of these existed as they were not deemed to be popular enough. 

Explanation for column headed ‘FORMULA & PRICE  A  X  E 

Formula & Price relates to the type of paint, each having a different price code. These 

are normal DULUX codes and DULUX trade names – other brands may be different, but 

the type of paint remains the same. 

        a.      A = DULON Acrylic Lacquer 

        b.      X = ACRAN Acrylic Enamel 

        c.      E = DULUX Spraying Enamel 
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Paint colour of Parts on the MGB 

The following pdf shows the common paint specifications for all combination of parts. 
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Note: 

1. The unreadable word in the ‘IDENTIFICATION’ column, under ‘Spartan Polybrite’ is 

‘Electrocoat’.  Description here: 

http://www.ppgindustrialcoatings.com/Technologies-Products/Electrical.aspx 
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