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NOVEM r>DER M EETING
--------------Second Speaker---------------

50 Years o f  Megger Instrum ents
A talk by Graham Heritage, Managing Director

R e p o r te d  b y  A la n  Lee

A fter in tro du cing  h im se lf  
Graham  stated tha t he was 
proud of the com pany's record 

and  the 50 y ea r connection  
w ith  Dover. M egger is a 
privately  ow ned com pany tha t 
em ploys over 1,300 people 
worldwide. W ith developm ent 
and  m anu fac tu rin g  in  
Germ any, Sweden, the USA as 
well as the UK. T hey  em ploy 
around  250 staff locally and 
have m any  offices in  Europe 
and  o th er coun tries around  the world. 
M egger p ro du cts  cover alm ost every  
application  in  the  e lec trica l supp ly  
industry. T hey  trade w orldwide and Dover 
is the ir HQ. A round 2 /3  of goods are 
exported to some 180 countries, only a 
relatively sm all am ount to Europe. Graham  
th inks tha t the export side will continue to 
provide o pp o rtun itie s  for g row th after 
Britex.

The first A VO M ETER

C om pany  (ACWEECo). The 
first AVOmeter w en t on sale in  
1923. In 1932 he received an 
MBE for his w ork on a Post 
Office Sorting M achine design.
B etw een 1923 and  1957 
im proved  m odels w ere 
in tro du ced  inc lud ing  two 
m ilitary  m odels a Braille m e te r 
(1951). Over this tim e success 
led the  com pany  to expand 
m any  tim es over.

In  1952 the com pany supplied equipm ent 
to the British N orth G reenland Expedition. 
The Panclim atic Model 8XS AVOmeter was 
lost overboard during a storm  in  Baffin Bay. 
Four days later it w as w ashed up  on shore, 
dried out over a paraffin  stove and found to 
be w orking. W hen re tu rn e d  to AVO 
W estm inster it w as still w ith in  the original 
lim its of accuracy.

Donald M acadie MBE was bo rn  on 14th 
August 1871 in  Halkirk, Caithness, Scotland. 
He becam e a senior engineer at the G eneral 
Post Office (GPO) p rim ary  responsible for 
the British Telecom m unications systems. 
H e h ad  g reat d issatisfaction  w ith  the  
ins trum en ts they  w ere using due to the 
large n um ber and w eight he had to carry  
around. His frustration  led h im  to invent 
the first single test m e te r able to m easure 
Am ps, Volts and  O hm s (the AVO or 
AVOmeter). The GPO had no in terest in his 
invention  so he approached the Autom atic 
Coil W inder and  E lectrical E qu ipm en t

1957 ACWEECo m oved to Vauxhall Bridge 
Road, London and changed its n am e to AVO 
Ltd. The com pany needed  to expand and
Dover w as chosen as AVO branch  factory NDoo.v2e .r  w as chosen as AVO branch  factory

In 1960 the War D epartm ent identified a 
232 acre site at W estern H eights/A rchcliff 
as surplus. A 12.5 acre section, containing a 
m ilitary  hospital and Archcliffe Yard and 
stables, w as d eem ed  su itable for the  
proposed AVO site. AVO set up  a tem porary  
factory  w ith in  A rchcliffe Fort and  in  
Jan u a ry  1963 p roduced  the  first Dover
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AVOmeter. In  1964 production  started  in  a 
new  purpose built building at Archcliffe and 
by  1965 the m illionth  had b een  produced, 
totally justifying the move.
T he n ew  factory, A vocet H ouse, w as 
divided into five m ain  sections w ith  a three 
floor office b lock  and  an  adjoining 
adm in is tra tive  floor. T he factory  area  
consists of a m achine shop, assem bly shop 
and the air-conditioned 'clean  air' floor. 
H oused in  the old m ilitary  buildings, was an 
engineering laboratory, a drawing office 
w ith a p rin t room  and a com prehensive 
engineering library and a sales office.

In M arch 1966 the m achine shop at the new  
factory was in production. By M ay about 
700 peop le  w ere  em ployed . O n 24th 
October the site w as officially opened by 
Admiral of the Fleet, the Earl M ountbatten  
of Burma. In N ovem ber em ployees fam ilies 
w ere invited  to view the factory.
1967: M etal Ind us trie s  sold T ho rn  
Electrical Industries the com pany.
1979: T he FOSTER division  m oved  to 
Dover. In October T horn  and EMI m erged 
to becom e T horn  EMI. The w ork force was 
now  over 800.

A Factory W orker show s Lord  Mountbatten product 
O pening o f  M egger Factory A cliffe  D over 1966

1964 Temporary Production at n ew  Build ing at 
Archcliffe  Yard

1980: A new  office block opened on the 
site of the old m ilitary  buildings.
1985: RECORD Chart Recorders m ove to 
the Dover factory.
1986: Evershed & Vignoles w ere taken 
over and the ir p roduction  m oved to Dover. 
(Sydney E vershed  h ad  in v en te d  the 
insulation  tester in  1889).
1987: Becam e M egger In s tru m en ts Ltd. 
following a m anagem ent buyout.
1991: Taken over b y  th e  T hy ssen
Bornem isza Group (TBG) and the enlarged 
group becam e AVO International.
2002: B ecam e M egger In s tru m e n ts  
Limited.
2016: C elebrated its first 50 years o f the 
new  factory in Dover.
Since Donald M acadie MBE inven ted  the 
first single test m e te r the com pany in  its 
m any  guises has b een  at the forefront of 
supplying the electrical industry 's needs, 
b u t w ith a m uch  larger range of electrical 
equipm ent.


