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CHAPTER VII: Postwar Slowdown

After the high pitch of activity of World War II,
the pace of the postwar era seemed slow. Although
several projects begun during the war continued to
occupy the Honolulu Engineers well into the late
1940’s, by the end of that decade the District’s work-
load and staff had shrunk considerably and in 1950
the office was redesignated as an Engineer Area.
Yet even in these relatively calnt years, the Hono-
lulu District displayed a wide variety of talents.
Real estate remained an important activity, while
the Tripler Hospital and Punchbowl Cemetery proj-
ects introduced the Engineers to new fields in the
area of military construction. With the resumption
of civil works activities, too, new flood control plans
and repairs to the tsunami-damaged breakwaters at
Hilo and Kahului expanded the scope of the Dis-
trict’s work between 1945 and 1950.

The first few months of the postwar period saw
several organizational changes occur within USED.
On 1 July 1945 USAFPOA had been redesignated as
U.S. Army Forces, Middle Pacific (USAFMIDPACQC),
and on 1 November of that year the Construction
Service of CPBC became the Oahu Engineer Ser-
vice, USAFMIDPAC. The duties of the Commanding
General, Oahu Engineer Service, were similar to
those he had performed as chief of the Construction
Service: to advise the MIDPAC staff on Engineer
matters; to control Engineer depots and facilities on
the island; to plan and direct the training of Engi-
neer troops; to perform the construction of approved
projects; to procure, store, and issue Engineer sup-
plies and equipment; and to administer all real es-
tate affairs for USAFMIDPAC. A more substantive
change took place the following summer, on 1 July
1946, when the various elements within the Oahu
Engineer Service reverted to their prewar status
and USED was redesignated once again as the
Honolulu Engineer District. While no longer respon-
sible for the training of Engineer troops, HED would
continue to handle all military construction projects
and real estate affairs for MIDPAC and would re-
sume the civil works activities which had been
halted by the war.

Almost simultaneous with this reorganization of
Oahu’s Engineer forces was the reassignment of the
Honolulu District to the newly established Western
Ocean Division (WOD). Although the wartime
mergers with other Engineer units had made HED
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more of a construction agency than an Engineer
District, and although the demands of the national
emergency had effectively stripped the office of its
river and harbor functions, the District was still
theoretically responsible to an Engineer Division for
its civil works activities. Until August 1931 and again
from June 1934 to November 1942, HED had reported
to the South Pacific Division in San Francisco; for
three years in the 1930’s and again for most of the
war, the office was under the Pacific Division, a con-
solidation of the North and South Pacific offices. 18
February 1946 saw the establishment of a new Divi-
sion, then, with headquarters in Sausalito, Cali-
fornia, and the transfer of HED from the Pacific
Division to the new Western Ocean Division.
From its transfer to WOD in February 1946 until
the establishment of the Guam District on 1 January
1947, the Honolulu District’s jurisdiction extended to
the Line, Gilbert, Marshall, Caroline, and Bonin Is-
lands, and to the Marianas, Midway, Wake, Marcus,
and Johnston Islands. In the summer of 1946 the Dis-
trict set up a field area in the Marianas, sent real es-
tate representatives to coordinate War Department
demands in Guam with the Naval Government of the
island, and announced plans for troop housing con-
struction in the Marianas. The new Guam Engineer
District created on 1 January 1947, however, re-
lieved HED of its responsibilities in the Marianas,
Carolines, Bonins, and Marcus Islands and took over
the Honolulu District’s work in Guam. By including
the Bonins and Marianas in its jurisdiction for those
few months, HED extended its area of control fur-
ther west than at any other time in its history.
Honolulu District Engineer at the end of World
War IT was Colonel Chorpening, who was succeeded
in December 1945 by Colonel George J. Zimmerman
and then, later in the same month, by Colonel
Charles J. Jeffus. The rapid postwar turnover ended
on 29 December 1945 when popular Brigadier Gen-
eral Bernard L. Robinson returned to Honolulu. With
Brigadier General Robinson’s tour began a new era
of improved relations between the District and the
community; the former Contracting Officer was
remembered as cooperative and congenial by both
the staff of HED and the residents of Honolulu.
Equally well-liked and respected was Colonel Bart-
ley M. Harloe, who served as District Engineer from
June 1947 to September 1949. Colonel Harloe retired
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