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1931 Buick
Vehicle Identification Numbers

VIN:  2730796
The Vehicle Identification Number on the registration slip suggests that this 
vehicle was manufactured in late February or March of 1931.

Cowl ID Plates

Chassis ID Plate  258686

Wood Sill Plate





B U I C K  F O U R - PA S S E N G E R  C O N V E R T I B L E  C O U P E
Model 8-56C on 114-inch wheel base

Closed car convenience and all the advantages of open models are combined in 
this new Convertible Coupe.  The smartly tailored top of double-texture material 
is quickly and easily raised and lowered.  Windshield folds forward.  The interior is 
complete in every detail.  The low, luxurious seats are trimmed in genuine leather.





A year of ” Firsts” for the Buick Motor Division:
•First---Buick Convertible
•First---Straight 8 Engine
•First---Syncro-mesh Transmission

MSRP: $1,055

The Model 56C Convertible Coupe is a relative rarity among Buick’s early 
Depression-era offerings: Its lineage stemmed from the division’s attempt 
at offering an entry level companion called the Marquette in 1929, which 
ceased production shortly after its debut. 
Not all was lost with the “baby Buick’s” demise. 
Flint engineers took the Marquette’s 114-inch-wheelbase chassis and 
designated it as the Series 50—the division’s new-for-1931 entry-level 
level car, joining the larger 60, 80 and 90 Series offerings.  
The series 50 chassis was refitted with a 77-hp version of the newly 
developed 220-cu. in. straight-eight engine and syncro-mesh transmission. 
Initially offered in six body styles, the line was expanded to a seventh 
body style with the mid-year addition of the Model 56C--Buick’s first true 
Convertible Coupe.  

From Marquette to Buick:

Tracing the linage of Buick’s 
First True Convertible Coupe

As a result, just 1,531 were made for the 
American market and another nine 
were assembled for export.  At the 

same time, Buick also 
introduced a large series 

version of the new Convertible 
Coupe designated as the 96C 

with production of just 1,066 cars 
for the American market and 

four designated for export.

Limited Production



A story spanning 50 plus years
1964
In the summer of my junior-senior year in high school I was con-
fronted with the option of buying descent running 1930 Ford Model 
A Coupe for $125 or a 1928 Buick Model 26S Coupe (barn find) 
that I had located on a Patterson, California ranch for only $100.  I 
“wagged home” the Buick with help of my uncle and so began a 
life-long Buick odyssey.  

It didn’t take long to get it cleaned up and running, but the Fisher 
Body roof was a “jig-saw puzzle” of wood pieces which were half 
missing and/or falling to the garage floor with every movement of the car.  



1928-26s Country Club Coupe
Trade-In

My solution was to find a roadster body.



1931 Convertible Coupe
Original Photos
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1931 Convertible Coupe
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Exterior Detail



1931 Convertible Coupe
Lighting Detail



1931 Convertible Coupe
Missing Parts Re-Manufactured

1966
In late 1966 my search for a 
Buick roaster body lead to an-
other open field in Sacramen-
to, California leading to a Buick 
roadster body, but it turned out 
to be a 1927 model.  With dis-
appointment I followed the own-
er back to his house and in the 
driveway stood a 1931 Buick 
56C Convertible.  He said this 
would be a better car to work 
with since it had minimal wood 
and virtually all of the parts were 
still on the car—right down to 
the dipstick.  He offered to take 



1931 Convertible Coupe
Exterior Detail

the 1928 Buick and plus some 
cash, this transaction did not sit 
well with Mom, since I was start-
ing my freshman year of college.  
Reluctantly, she relented, since I 
had saved up the money!
 
1967
On Easter weekend 1967, the 
1928 Buick was loaded on a 
trailer and transported to its new 
home in Sacramento, and the 
1931 Buick came back the same 
day.  That started a 20-plus year 
restoration process that pro-
gressed slowly as I worked my 
way through college and my first 
few jobs.   
 
In the early years, the body was 
removed and the engine was 
sent out for a complete rebuild.  
The chassis was stripped, and 
all components were refurbished 
and painted.  All the while I 
searched local swap meets and 
wrecking yards for parts and 
meeting a number of Buick guys 
through phone calls and “SSAE 
mail” back then.  



Like all car guys, I amassed a 
small collection of the parts that I 
would need to finish the car, but 
I  was missing both the front and 
rear bumpers.  At one point in 
my third year of college, a friend 
found a 1932 Buick 50 series 
coupe in Bakersfield, California, 
which I did not need, except for 
those bumpers.  I bought the car 
for $100, took the bumpers and 
immediately sold it before Mom 
got wind of it.  

Parts were being moved in and 
out of my college apartment to 
a local chrome shop as spare 
money became available.

1931 Convertible Coupe
Rumble Seat and Golf Bag Door



1931 Convertible Coupe
Interior and Upholstery



1931 Convertible Coupe
Convertible Top



1931 Convertible Coupe
Interior and Upholstery

 
1970
In 1970, the engine returned as 
a “short block” from the rebuilder 
with new Babbitt main bearings 
rods, pistons and rings.  The cyl-
inder head had been rebuilt and 
the transmission cleaned and 
inspected.  All of the mechanical 
components were re-installed 
in the chassis which sat then 
took up residence in Mom’s ga-
rage waiting to be reunited with 
the body.  While I worked my 
day job, my attention at night 
focused on the wood frame of 
the body.  All of the sheet metal 
came off the Fisher Body frame 
and was replaced using a bor-
rowed band saw and hand tools.  

1972-74
Along the way, I took some ma-
chining and fabrication courses 
at the local community college 
for  “shop projects,” I duplicated 
parts I needed for my car that I 
would borrow from other Buick 
owners.   This included the metal 
wind wing channels and brack-

ets and some small convertible 
bow parts.  In all of my years of 
swap meet searching, I had ac-
quired only one fairly “descent” 
50 series Buick wire wheel hub-
cap.  As a shop project, I turned 
that one hub cap into a mold 
and cast enough nine-pound 
solid aluminum hubcap blanks 



1931 Convertible Coupe
Top Boot 

to make a complete set for the 
Buick. The castings were ma-
chined down to fit the wire wheel 
hubs and holding pins and re-
taining clips were fabricated  
They were buffed and polished 
and are on the car today. 

1975
The body was reunited with the 
chassis in 1975 and sent out for 
paint.   I was able to find sam-
ples of the original tan and ma-
roon body colors under several 

layers of black and gray paint 
and made exact paint matches 
to a couple of early 1960s BMW 
3-series cars.  While the chassis 
and body were out of my own 
one-car garage, I sand blasted 



1931 Convertible Coupe
Chassis Detail



1931 Convertible Coupe
Body and Wood Detail



1931 Convertible Coupe
Body and Chassis Reunited

1975
The chassis had been in storage from 1968 while life and ca-
reer moved on.  Rebuilding the Body by Fisher wood frame, 

sandblasting the body, and reassembly began in earnest in 1972.  
About 50 percent of the original wood had to be replaced.  

On a spring weekend in 1975  we drove to Turlock, CA with a 
car trailer in tow and brought the Buick Chassis back to 

Pacific Grove.  Once we got the chassis on the ground we had  
neighborhood helpers move the body off of its construction 

cradle on to the chassis.  It was starting to look like a car again 
after eight years of sitting in various locations as “parts.”



1931 Convertible Coupe
Dash and Driver Controls

and prepared the fenders and 
aprons and painted them black.

1976
With the return of the body and 
its fresh two-tone paint, the fend-
ers and aprons were mounted 
and the 1931 Buick began to 
look more like a real car again.  
I found an experienced uphol-
stery shop and sent the car 
out to have the convertible top 
fabricated along with the side 
mount covers, trunk cover and 
the driver compartment leath-
er seat—projects that required 



1931 Convertible Coupe
Dash and Driver Controls

someone with automotive up-
holstery experience.  Not one to 
shirk from a challenge, I whipped 
out the home sewing machine 
and bought enough Naugahyde 
to cover my mistakes. I learned 
how to fabricate door, cowl and 
rear body panels and recovered 
the rumble seat cushions. 



1931 Convertible Coupe
Engine Detail



1931 Convertible Coupe
Carburetor Conversion

The car is completely original 
with one exception.  Anyone 
who has had one of these early 
Buick cars is well aware of the 
follies of the Marvel updraft car-
buretors which notoriously leak 
all over the exhaust pipe.  After 
50 years of fighting this prob-
lem, I turned the intake manifold 
up-side-down and machined 
adapter plates to mount an early 
1950s GM down draft carbure-
tor.  



Hobby Turned into Manufacturing Business

1931 Convertible Coupe
Firewall Insulator

Here is where the story took me 
in another direction.
 
1977
It is now 1977 and the Buick was 
virtually complete except for the 
worn out and damaged tar paper 
insulator that was still clinging to 
the passenger side of the firewall 
bulkhead.  I carefully removed 
it and talked to some local boat 

repair shop people and learned 
their techniques for working with 
fiberglass.  I was able to build a 
mold using plywood and wood 
dough to replicate the same 
shape as the steel firewall in the 
Buick.  From this mold I could 
pull off a fiberglass “cap,” trim it 
to size, and drill the holes need-
ed to duplicate the original fire-
wall insulator.  I hand stitched 



1931 Convertible Coupe
Hobby Turned Business

a welt on the sides and bottom 
and attached a rubber carpet 
skirt to the bottom, like the origi-
nal.  
 
That first firewall panel is still in 
the Buick and it turned a hobby 
project into a new industry—Tim 
Cox Firewall Insulators and lat-
er--QuietRide Solutions.  
 
Buick Club members John and 
Barbara Gerstkemper wanted a 
firewall insulator for their 1931 
Buick which now is  owned by 
Buick Club member Steve Fish-
er.   

As word got out, and with some 
HMN advertising, more Buick 
guys wanted firewall covers 
for different year cars and they 
started sending me old tattered 
and beat up insulation panels to 

be duplicated.  Then non-Buick 
guys wanted firewalls for their 
cars and trucks and more pat-
terns came pouring in.  

The company manufactures 75 
firewall insulator products for 
Buick cars, dating from 1927 
through 1988, as well as hun-
dreds of firewall insulator panels 
other GM, Ford and Chrysler 
cars and trucks.  

QuietRide also manufactures 
complete vehicle insulation kits, 
truck headliners and under hood 
covers for later model Buick 
A-body cars as well as Rivieras 
and hundreds of other cars and 
trucks.



2015-20
In the last several years I have continued to refine or make parts 
for the 1931 Buick.  I had the shop make an AcoustiShield Thermal 
Acoustic Insulation Kit for the interior of the vehicle which made a 
complete change in the interior noise—yes, even on a convertible.  

1931 Convertible Coupe
Restoration Projects Continue

Convertible Coupe Body Panel Kit

Convertible Coupe Trunk Floor Kit

Dynamat Xtreme Damper Pads stop floor panel 
vibration.

Dynamat Xtreme Damper Pads stop trunk deck 
and body panel vibration.

HeatShield Thermal Acoustic Barrier Insula-
tion contains the noise and stops heat penetration.

HeatShield Thermal Acoustic Barrier Insula-
tion contains the noise and stops heat penetration.



I made a better steering column 
floor board brake and clutch ped-
dle hole cover that really keeps 
the fumes from coming into the 
car.  In my “Buick parts boxes” 
I rediscovered an old mock-up 
pattern from a 1931 Buick Road-
ster top boot that I had borrowed 
one January weekend at a local 
swap meet in 1971.  Between 
the patterns and photos of 1931 
Buick cars, I was able to fabricat-
ed a new top boot to for the car.  
Still to be restored is the early 
1930s Philco radio I acquired 
from another Buick friend. 

1931 Convertible Coupe
Restoration Projects Continue

I have about 4,500 miles on the 
car.  My longest trip was to the 
Buick Club West Coast Regional 
meet in Morrow Bay about 1978-
-it was a long weekend drive at 
45 MPH, but a lot of fun.  The 
car still looks great, and draws a 
lot of attention, but it could use 
a cosmetic refresh to take it into 
the future!
 
 
 



Order Line:  888-777-3410
Tech Line:  209-942-4777
Fax:  209-942-4476
6507 Pacific Ave. Ste. #334  Stockton, CA 95207

Automotive Thermal Acoustic Insulation

Turn Your Buick into “Quiet Riding Comfort”  

Kits Include: 
• Stage 1 Pre-Sized Sound Damper Pads 
• Stage 2 Pre-Cut HeatShield/Insulation Panels
°Spray Adhesive and Sealing Tape 
• Complete Illustrated Installation Instruction 
Dealer program available. For more information  
contact us at info@quietride.com 
©2003-19 Quiet Ride Solutions Prices Subject to Change Without Notice  

1931  
Buick Catalog 

Pre-Cut Kits Ready to Install  

Stage 1  Sound Damper Pads  

The  first  stage  consists  of  pre-trimed,  self-adhesive,  Sound  
Damper Pads, bonded to strategically located trouble spots on the  
floor pan and roof of the vehicle to control body panel vibration 
and  noise. These spots are mapped and labeled in detailed 
instructions  which are included in the kit.   

Stage 2  HeatShield-Barrier Panels  

The  second  stage  uses  a  high-tech  absorber/barrier  material,  
bonded to the body panels, to both sound deaden and insulate 
the  vehicle from radiant heat penetration from the engine and 
road.  Each absorber panel is cut to the correct shape and con-
tour and  is mapped and labeled in the detailed instructions.  

Roof to Road Solutions to Control Passenger Caabin Noise, Vibration  and Heat  

Introducing a multi-stage, automotive insulation  
and sound damping system to give Buick cars the 
“quiet riding comfort” found in  today’s new cars. 
AcoustiSHIELD kits are designed  on current 
“state-of-the-art” auto acoustic technol-ogy, to in-
sulate and control the noise, vibration and  heat in 
the passenger cabin. Kits are pre-cut and  come 
with easy-to-follow installation instructions-----ev-
erything you need to do the job right.  



Automotive Thermal Acoustic Insulation

1931 Buick Series 56 Convertible
Complete AcoustiShield Insulation Kit

BCK 3156-CVAK
Cowl Kit Floor Kit

Body Panel Kit

Trunk Floor Kit

The components of this AcoustiShield Insulation Kit
are a direct fit for the following1931 Buick Models:

54 4-Pass Sport Roadster
56 2-Pass Business Coupe
56S 4-Pass Special Coupe

The Front Floor Kit, Cowl Kit, Door Kit and Firewall Insulator 
will fit all Series 50 Buicks for this year and can be ordered sepa-
rately.

Part # Description MSRP
BCK 3156-CVAK 1931 Buick 56C Series Convertible Complete Insulation Kit
BCK 3156-CVBPK 1931 Buick 56C Series Convertible Body Panel Insulation. Kit
BCK 3156-CVCK 1931 Buick 56C Series Convertible Cowl Insulation Kit
BCK 3156-CVFK 1931 Buick 56C Series Convertible Floor Insulation Kit
BCK 3156-CVTK 1931 Buick 56C Series Convertible Trunk Floor Insulation Kit
BCK 3156-DDBIK-2 1931 Buick Series 56C 2-Door Damper/Barrier Insulation Kit

Other Related Parts For This Vehicle (Sold Separately)
BCK 3100-50-C 1931 Buick Series 50 Firewall Insulator Panel  

ASU-DDBIK-4 Universal 4-Door 
Damper/Barrier Insulation Kit
For Coupes, Convertibles, Trucks with 
upholstered door panels.  Includes 
Dynamat Xtreme damper pads, Weather-
Barrier Insulation, double-sided foam tape 
and Instructions. Easy to Install.

Door Kit
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