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Bracebridge
6 Robert Dollar Drive
705.645.2279

Huntsville
67 Silverwood Drive
705.789.5589

ON SALE FOR A LIMITED TIME
QUEEN SET $1499

KING SET $1999

www.leons.ca

Whatever the mood,  
enjoy our best Sealy bed  

– The Champagne

I drink Champagne when I win,
to celebrate and I drink Champagne 
when I lose, to console myself.

–Napoleon Bonaparte

www.facebook.com/LeonsMuskoka

FURNITURE
COMPANY

•	 High	Quality	Custom	Furniture	offering			
	 hundreds	of	fabrics	on	over	two	
	 hundred	frame	options

•	 Exceptionally	well-built	furniture	with	
	 your	choice	of	fabrics	and	colours

•	 Priced	far	below	any	custom	order	
	 competitor	in	Muskoka

•	 Turn-around	time	from	order	date	to	
	 delivery	usually	within	four	weeks

•	 Our	sales	experts	will	work	with	you	to			
	 select	the	best	look	for	your	home
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ALGONQUIN PROJECTS LIMITED

www.algonquinprojects.com

The Independent Distributor of Viceroy Homes servicing  
Muskoka & Haliburton Highlands Cottage Country

CEDARLAND HOMES
The Independent Distributor of Viceroy Homes servicing North  

Muskoka, Parry Sound and Greater Sudbury areas.

visit our sales office visit our sales office

visit our model home visit our model home

Choose from over 80 different models homes  
in the Viceroy catalogue ranging in size from  

768 sq. ft. to 4486 sq.ft. 
 

Each model home is customizable to suit your needs.

Bring in your design ideas & let us help you create 
your dream home..

62 Parry Sound Drive 
Parry Sound 705.746.2071

1984 Regent St.  Suite 123
Sudbury 705.222.9117

www.cedarlandhomes.ca

1053 Main Street 
Dorset  705.766.9604

12197 Hwy 35 
Minden 705.286.6730

Huntsville, Muskoka
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BBENIGN OR BELLIGERENT, NATURE CAN ALWAYS 
SURPRISE, DELIGHT OR SHOCK US. Anne and Russell Duncan 
endured a frightening thunderstorm after moving to their new log home 
near Huntsville. Secure in the knowledge that their house was protected 
with lightning rods, they knew this was just another facet of their new 
life in the country. Earlier, they had had a more unusual encounter with 
nature – this one involving a reptile.

The white pines that Matt Davidson used to build the couple’s 
Norwegian dovetail log home were harvested in Northern Ontario where 
the Ministry of Natural Resources takes special precautions to protect 
threatened species, such as the Blanding’s turtle. This slow-moving 
critter lives in shallow lakes and ponds. Although it moves slowly, it 
travels farther overland than any other Ontario turtle, sometimes several 
kilometres between nesting sites and summer habitat. To protect these 
reptiles, the ministry imposes restrictions on loggers to keep their trucks 
and skidders from crushing the turtles and disturbing their habitat.

Last spring, construction of the Duncans’ new log home had to wait 
for these reptiles to get out of the way before their pine logs could be 
harvested and delivered to their master craftsman.

“Believe it or not, at that time there were turtles that were migrating 
and because the turtles were migrating across the logging area, they 
were not allowed to get the logs out of the woods,” says Anne Duncan. 
“We had to wait for those turtles.” They waited an extra two months for 
their timbers, but still managed to get their beautiful home finished in 
just over a year.

As Anne and Russell settle in at their country home, nature is generous 
with pleasant surprises. White-tailed deer continue to graze among the 
oaks surrounding the home. A black bear crossed the road, about 100 feet 
from the house, just days after they moved in. “People joke around about 
bears, but I never thought I’d actually see one, especially the first week 
we moved in,” Anne says. She bought herself a bear bell. “We live in the 
country. The odds of us seeing another bear are pretty slim and, quite 
frankly, I’m not afraid at all, but it is still reality,” she says.

See the results of their efforts on page 48.

Walter Franczyk, Managing Editor
walter@ourhomesmagazine.com

 Follow us @OurHomesMag

LORI FRANCZYK PHOTO
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pf 2 Huronia Home Theatre – Dec 6, 2012 

CLIENT
Huronia Alarms

AGENCY
Whiting & Holmes Limited
Jacyln Jones, Account Manager
541 Brant Street, Suite 8
Burlington, Ontario  L7R 2G6
289-337-3662
jaclyn@whitingandholmes.com
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Our Homes SGB
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8.375”  X  10.875” trim
bleed, CMYK

Safe. Secure. And Sound.

Your theatre. 
It’s where you dream.

         hen you spend the time sourcing the latest audio and video tech-
nology and products, you want the wiring and installation to be done 
right, the first time. Huronia knows how important this is, and we have 
over 40 years of know-how that you can depend on.  

From simple consultation, complex multi-room audio and video installation  
right through to complete home automation, including lighting control 
and powered window treatments.

Contact us today to talk about your audio, video and home entertainment 
needs. 

Collingwood  705-445-4444 • 800-504-3053    Midland  705-792-9311 • 888-363-9311www.huroniaalarms.com

Home Theatre 
Security & Monitoring
Fire & Safety

Huronia 

W
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CONSTRUCTION • DEVELOPMENT • PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Anthony Staughton p. 705.645.2509 • f. 705.645.3682 • tbmassociates.ca

705-645-2509
 Construction/Project Management

Happy Holiday and New Year
From Our Family to Yours
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We carry the
complete line of
Hunter Douglas 
Window Fashions

3 Armstrong Pt. Rd.
Port Carling, Muskoka

705.765.7430

Visit our website for more information and 
 to view our new “shop at home” feature
www.interiorsbymarcia.ca

At home consultation~FREE ESTIMATES

Design
With
Distinction
Style elevates everyday life

and The Alustra® Collection

elevates style. With unique

fabrics and finishes, along

with exquisite detailing,

impeccable workmanship

and enduring elegance,

Hunter Douglas offers

“The Alustra Difference” —

a distinctive collection of

exclusive window fashions.

EX TRAORD INARY �W INDOW FASH I ONS

Innovative Textures • Exclusive Sheers & Finishes • Imaginative Combinations • Unique Fabrics

Alustra® Duette®



Open Monday to Friday 10-5pm, Saturday 10-4pm or by appointment

Urban Rustic Living a unique mix where urban elegance meets rustic retreat.
Offering Total Home Décor and Design Services

Urban Rustic Living  15 Main Street West Huntsville & 4 Lorne Street Huntsville    705.788.2612

MUSKOSKI_F2011.indd   1 11-09-13   4:04 PM

705.762.1110     www.watersedgelandscaping.com

You came here to relax...

...leave the work to us

Water’s Edge

Muskoka’s premier professional choice since 1992
Innovative.  Connected.  Green.

WATERS_EDGE_Fall11.indd   1 11-09-08   12:10 PM



a d v i c e

Designer Stephanie Redmond 
answers your questions.

With watermelons and popsicles a distant 
memory, it’s time to forecast the upcoming trends 
for 2013. Ironically, when I look at the number 
“2013,” I think of space travel and futuristic 
design. Maybe we’re not quite there, but we are 
definitely heavy on industrial style – metals, glass 
and a whole lot of technology and innovation. 

Have designers been drawing inspiration from manufacturing 
plants? Not sure. But we will certainly be able to decorate our homes 
to look like one. 

METALS
Hot rolled, cold rolled, powder coated, you name it; steel is an 

unbreakable trend. Tables, chairs, tiles; the industrial trend is becoming 
more refined than factory, but the presence of steel will be huge.   

A n o t h e r  m e t a l  t h a t  w i l l 
continue to make its comeback 
is brushed brass. Not the shiny 
kind. That disappeared after the 
financial crisis in the 80s. Brass 
evokes quality and timelessness. 
C ab i n e t  h a r d wa r e ,  f a u c e t s , 
lighting; brushed nickel hasn’t 
gone by the wayside, but we now 
have a serious contender. 

WOOD
Completely contradicting what 

we’ll be seeing in paints, woods are 
appearing softer, muted and grey-
washed. We’ll see a lot of smooth 
looking oak in the market, wide 
planks, very Belgian in feel. From 
flooring to furniture, this natural 
aesthetic will make the jump from 
high-end to mainstream. 

CONCRETE 
C o n c r e t e  f l o o r i n g ,  f a u x 

wallpaper and products (yes, there 
are concrete lights out there!) are 
just some of what we’ll be seeing. 

The wallpaper is fascinating because the optical illusion that it’s concrete 
or another material is so realistic you literally have to go and touch the 
paper to see if it’s the real deal. 

WALL COVERINGS 
Poor old paint may just not be enough anymore. Glass, leather, metals 

and wallpaper are just some of the wall cladding we’ll see in the upcoming 
year. Using back-painted glass panels in a shower creates a completely 
seamless wall leaving you with a translucent feel and no grout lines. 
Leather tiles will also become more popular as a wall material (and floor, 
actually) adding richness and texture to an otherwise drab piece of 
drywall. It’s becoming available in several patterns and colours taking 
the place of wallpaper for a slightly more luxurious effect. 

COLOUR
For the colour enthusiasts out there, it’s 

definitely your year! With this natural base 
of wood, glass and metal, colour will be hot 
and anything goes. It may just be a pop 
of colour, but the pop is definitely more 
dramatic – more of a go big or go home 
approach. Admittedly, after so many 
beige years, it’s uplifting.

TECHNOLOGY 
Trending forward we have to touch on technology. We’ve seen USB 

outlets added to regular power outlets and thermostats that teach 
themselves your schedule and that you can adjust from your phone. I can’t 
wait to see what comes next but I know it will make our lives easier and 
of course, more stylish!   OH
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BRYANT PARK REGENT BRONZE
FROM CORBETT LIGHTING

 

  forward
RAW & INDUSTRIAL IN 2013

TRENDING
 Coordinating colours has never been easier with 

 
PARA Paints New Colour Forecast Palette!

Look  for us online at www.PARA.com on 
Twitter @PARAPaints and on Facebook.

PARA Paints New Colour Forecast Palette is supported by The Design Exchange, Canada’s Design Museum.                                             www.dx.org

 
TM

TM

Need help in selecting the right colour combinations for your walls, draperies, rugs 
and accessories for your home?
Well look no further… PARA Paints New Colour Forecast Palette and ColourSquare 
colour coordination tool will help ease your design dilemma for that total 
coordinated look.

PARA’s New Colour Forecast Palette helps you to visualize right in store 56 of the 
latest trend inspired colour combinations each paired with stylish neutrals that 
automatically select your room’s individual colour palette for you! 

Find the PARA Paints New Colour Forecast Palette & ColourSquare  at a PARA 
Paints retailer near you or visit para.com.

Hardwood. Pre�nished Canadian Maple $2.99 square foot.

$25
PARA SUPERLUX

eggshell, self priming, east to apply 
and touch up, tintable to all colors

LAMINATE WITH PAD
Laminate flooring  
colours includes pad 

Buy Para Premium & get FREE
“Our Best” roller of your choice

PARA PREMIUM 
$33

$0.99

GRAYS_WINTER2012FINAL.pdf   1   2012-12-13   12:54 PM

705.746.5272 toll free 1.888.849.6147 fad.ca

� architectural design � interior’s & custom furniture � construction management

Simplify the building process with
complete home and cottage packages

FADbuild

des igned by. . .

I N T R O D U C I N G T H E S H O R E H O U S E

Environmentally designed to be a relaxing year round retreat that seamlessly
integrates indoor and outdoor living - THE SHORE HOUSE is the first of our
eco-turnkey dwelling packages designed to be assembled and completely
finished on your building site. FAD Build streamlines the building process by
managing the entire project start to finish.

Contact us to view our complete line of home and cottage packages.

ourhomes_fad_fall_2012:Layout 1  9/6/12  10:34 AM  Page 1
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G
‘Courage is not the towering oak that sees storms come  
and go; it is the fragile blossom that opens in the snow.’

– Alice M. Swaim

Great food, fine furnishings and 
fun. Find them all here this season.

FINE WOODWORKING 
BY GLENN E. ROBINSON
(1) Pottery Cabinet
Styled with a vintage look, this Muskoka pine 
cupboard, painted teal in a distressed finish, 
will store jam in the kitchen or books in a 
child’s room. A custom furniture designer and 
maker, Glenn Robinson produces furnishings 
for every room of the house, custom millwork 
and architectural components.
6 Armstrong St.
Bracebridge
705.646.2393
www.muskokacustomfurniture.ca

JOHNSTON’S CRANBERRY MARSH
(2) Very Berry
Bala’s best known farm specializes in all things 
cranberry. Its Muskoka Winery uses the best 
berries to produce eight different wines and a 
wine spritzer. Get a taste of cranberry honey, 
cranberry sauce or cranberry juice. Enjoy the 
scent of cranberry soap and much, much more.
1074 Cranberry Rd.
Bala
705.762.3203
www.cranberry.ca

1

2

www.tamaracknorth.com
SERVING PARRY SOUND AND GEORGIAN BAY
OFFICE:  800.294.2271 OR 705.765.1364

Pantone 288 c 

Pantone 364 c 

Pantone 364 c (65%) 
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THE HERITAGE HOUSE
(3) Dessert Divas
Cool and sweet, these delicious divas 
will add a splash of colour and dollops of 
whimsy to your walls this winter and all 
year long. Painted in acrylic on canvas, 
by Isabelle Tardivel, these tiny paintings 
measure about four by six inches. 
51 Commercial Dr.
Burk’s Falls
705.382.1722

HARRIS’ FURNITURE & ANTIQUES
(4) Hickory Rocker
Sit back and relax in this handcrafted rocking 
chair by Fireside Lodge. Upholstered in fabric 
with a great outdoors theme, this chair is built 
of hickory logs, kiln dried with the bark on and 
clear-coated with lacquer for durability.
17 Parry Sound Dr.
Parry Sound
705.746.5100
harrisfurniture.ca

CRANBERRY COTTAGE
(5) Decorative Hooks
Get hooked on these cast iron hangers for 
hats, coats, scarves and anything else that 
needs to be stored where it’s handy. The hooks 
come in an assortment of shapes, including 
bees, sunflowers and tools, all reminiscent of 
gardening and warm weather.
162 Highland St.
Haliburton
705.457.1844

KNAPP’S GRAVENHURST 
FURNITURE
(6) Stainless Steel Refrigerator
With full-width access behind 
these gleaming french doors, this 
KitchenAid® refrigerator offers plenty 
of room for leftovers, large party 
platters or cakes. It is controlled with 
a temperature management system 
to keep food at its best and humidity-
controlled crispers to maintain 
optimum humidity for fruits and 
vegetables. It also has an interior water 
dispenser.
171 Muskoka Rd. S.
Gravenhurst
705.687.2217
www.knappsfurniture.com

THE SMITHY LTD.
(7) Solid Illumination
Light up that special space with a wrought-iron, 
tree limb candle holder on Muskoka stone. If you 
prefer electric light, visit The Smithy’s showroom 
and its wide selection of interior and exterior 
lighting, including carriage lights, chandeliers and 
wall sconces, all made by skilled blacksmiths. 
4029 Hwy. 169 (south of Hwy. 118)
Glen Orchard
705.765.3295
www.thesmithy.ca

MUSKOKA CARPET
(8) Wooly Accents
Accent your life with hooked, 
woolen rugs and pillows, designed 
by Laura Mégroz. These wilderness 
and nautical themes will beautify 
the wide selection of flooring and 
window coverings available at this 
downtown store.
265 Muskoka Rd. S., Unit 1
Gravenhurst
705.687.8994
www.muskokacarpet.com  OH

3

4
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Continued on page 27

NNestled comfortably on the quiet northern shore of Lake Joseph rests a wonderfully 
inspired tribute to gothic architectural design. 

From the steepled gables and dormered roof lines to the period-
accurate scrolled trim borders and lead-taped windows, this stunning 
2,000 sq. ft. cottage presents the elegance of 18th and 19th century classic 
church design with the very best that contemporary construction has to 
offer… and then some. A heavenly haven of the highest order. 

When Debi Latham and her husband, Steve Hutchings, decided to 
sell their quaint log cabin on Lake of Bays some six years ago, they knew 
precisely what they wanted for their new retreat. The decision to be 
on one of the big three Muskoka lakes was clear from the onset. They 
purchased a boat, enlisted the help of their good friend and real estate 
representative Dan Imrie of Chestnut Park Real Estate Ltd. and 

began a year-long hunt to discover just the right location. Debi and Steve 
inspected potential properties with a compass in hand and a very keen 
eye to ensure they found exactly the desired positioning.

When they finally came upon the current site, they knew, distinctly, that 
this was the one. Four plus acres, 285 feet of frontage and a flat and level 
building area with a gradual slope to the lake. “The site faces northwest, 
which naturally offers the rising sun and the glorious Muskoka sunsets as 
well,” says Debi.  “What else would you want but a coffee at sunrise in the 
sunroom and a glass of wine at sunset on the dock?” The fact that they most 
often have the prevailing breeze drifting through to keep the bugs at bay in 
the early spring was icing on the cake and sealed the deal. 

Carved wooden posts with hand-hewn 
brackets frame a warm welcome on 
the porch of Debi Latham and Steve 
Hutchings' neo-gothic style cottage. 
Denise Adams-Lawrence of West Eden 
Design Studio helped plan exterior timber 
trusses and decorative wood details. 
Charles A. Murray & Co. Ltd. installed the 
copper work and cedar roofing.

BY  R ICK  SHURMAN //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAYHAVEN 
heavenly
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After much investigation, they discovered and downloaded a set 
of cottage plans from the Internet. Created by Architect Rodney L. 
Pfotenhauer, the neo-gothic design, by and large, met their criteria. They 
paid $750 for the plans and got Pfotenhauer’s blessing to make whatever 
changes and adaptations were necessary. 

Steve would suggest that Debi has a serious penchant for detail, but 
is quick to add that she also has the skill-set to back it up. She and Steve 
own a business that deals with the fabrication and installation of high 
temperature insulation for industrial furnaces. “I’m pretty familiar with 
software programs such as AutoCAD and Chief Architect because they 
are tools that I employ at work,” Debi explains. 

Her facility with these programs would ultimately allow her and Steve 
to flesh out and experiment with the architectural drawings to include 
their own take on dimension, material finishes and elements such as 
window heights and trims. Debi was able to zero in on much of the detail 
before a nail was driven.

OPPOSITE: Bateman Custom Furniture & Cabinetry put a distressed 
finish on the black cabinets lining the walls of the cookery. RIGHT: 
Seen from the second-floor loft, the great room's towering windows 
flank the granite fireplace by Felsman Masonry Ltd. BELOW: A plaid 
rocker, a comfortable arm chair and a plaid and leather sofa offer 
intimate seating by the fire in the great room.

Continued on page 29
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Continued on page 31

As it was to be just the two of them, plus occasional guests, it was 
important to keep the size down to a manageable square footage. It 
would allow them to focus on construction details and finishes. “With 
a contained size, the fine finishing becomes far more affordable. Better 
to have less space and better finishings than the other way around,” 
Debi says.

Joe Ball of MPS Engineering drafted plans for the new building and 
did the engineering. Once they had the basic design in place they decided 
that because of the traditional style with all its filigree, it needed to “man-
up,” according to Debi. They contacted Denise Adams-Lawrence of 
West Eden Design, to discuss adding timber frame details to the gothic 
structure. Denise offered up some stunning truss work to add strength 

and weight to the dormers and archways. She even managed to add a 
traditional carved pineapple, a symbol of welcome, beneath the main 
truss. Twig panels, reminiscent of the Adirondack camps in upstate New 
York adorn the outside walls, bringing a rustic, but intricate measure to 
the house, along with twig webbing and hand-hewn support posts for the 
decking and porches. All of these rugged details, along with the board and 
batten exterior wall surface, lend a more masculine feel to the structure. 

It was time to make official contact with Harold Blower of Rose 
Point Contracting, a man and a company they had researched thoroughly 
and clearly decided was the firm for the task ahead. Debi and Steve were 
confident that Harold, along with his superb suppliers and sub-trades 
would be not only competent, but additive. 

FAR LEFT: Avignon 
ladderback chairs surround 
the dining table with French 
provincial style. Brenton's 
Interiors refinished the home's 
antiques and provided drapes, 
upholstery and bed skirts. 
LEFT: Morning sunlight beams 
through lead-taped windows 
and bathes the Muskoka room. 
BELOW: Hot water heated 
racks keep towels warm in  
the bathrooms.
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Debi felt compelled to personally supervise each and every step of the 
building. For the better part of a year and most often three to four days a 
week, she was on site to participate in the project. 

As an example, she and Steve decided the fireplace was to be a 
Rumford design, which demands a shallow box, roughly 12 inches 
deep. But in this case, they wanted a tall opening with shallow depth 
so that the heat would radiate outward with more intensity. Felsman 
Masonry Ltd. was up for the challenge. They did the research, brought 
in the appropriate material and executed the design without a hitch. 
“It turned out exactly as planned and works wonderfully well on those 
lovely fall and winter days when the fireplace is put to good use,” Steve 
and Debi remark.

The heating system, designed and installed by Ryman Plumbing and 
Electrical, is another remarkable example. It was preordained that home 
comfort would be managed using a radiant system with water heated by 
two boilers in the basement control room. The house is warmed with 
gothic styled, flat black cast iron radiators, imported from England. 

Continued on page 34

OPPOSITE: A gothic-style window and claw-foot tub create a cathedral 
of comfort in the master bedroom en suite bath. TOP LEFT: The 
bathroom sink and matching toilet from Kohler are decorated with 
an English Trellis design. LEFT: Iron railings by K-W Ornamental Iron 
Works Ltd. guard the stairs of reclaimed hemlock. ABOVE: A tall dormer 
provides ample head space for the second-floor master bedroom. 
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Antique lights illuminate the few short steps from the  
master bedroom to the balcony overlooking the great room. 
LEFT: Citywide Locksmiths Ltd. provided all the door hardware. 
BELOW: The ground floor guest bedroom has its own en suite 
bath with a hammered copper, slipper soaking tub.

custom quality homes & cottages since 1971

decks • docks • boathouses • renovations

(705)  746.4571     rosepoint@rosepoint.ca     www.rosepoint.caPARRY SOUND  •  MUSKOKA  •  GEORGIAN BAY

Parry Sound Muskoka and the Islands of Georgian Bay
o. 705.342.1392   c. 705.774.1358   info@ryman.ca

ELECTRICAL
On/Off Grid Solar • Generator Back-Up Systems • Home Automation • Home Theaters

PLUMBING
Radiant Floor Heating • Geo-Thermal • Propane/Natural Gas 
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Everything from the door hardware supplied by Citywide Locksmiths, 
to the hemlock flooring from Century Wood Products Ltd., the kitchen 
and bathroom millwork from Bateman Custom Furniture & Cabinetry 
and the window and door design and construction by Ross Windows & 
Doors, are second to none. 

The time, research, and resources put into constructing every inch of 
the place is really quite apparent. No stone was left unturned, including 
the stones that make up the magnificent landscaping and patio bordering 
the lake side of the house. Mark and his son Sean of Brent Quarries 
spent five months on the project. It is more sculpture garden, than simply 
a patio and stairs.

Steve and Debi naturally love their Muskoka getaway for all the right 
reasons, but high on the list is the fact that they were directly involved 
in the design and construction every step of the way. They sit back and 
look around, impressed and positively thrilled with the final result. “It is 
absolute stress relief,” Steve says. “A place to shut down and unwind.”

Steve and Debi feel very lucky all the way around. Fortunate in life 
and blessed with this vision realized, they are Muskoka-bound as often as 
possible and that includes three out of every four weekends in the winter.

Morning breakfast in the glass porch or sunroom and then a glass 
of wine at sunset on the dock, just as planned. Truly, a marriage made 
in heaven.  OH

RIGHT: The home's tall chimney and roof are an impressive 
sight in the front yard where Windermere Garden Centre 

planted the landscape. BELOW: Sturdy wooden deck chairs 
overlook the view of Lake Joseph.

PROUDLY CANADIAN

SERVING THE CONTRACTOR, COTTAGER & HOMEOWNER

GTA DELIVERY AVAILABLE
Crush Granite/Sand/Topsoil/3-Mix Products

STONE SLINGER • Haulage • Road Grading Service
Site Development • Excavating • Rock Blasting

BOOM TRUCK SERVICES • MINI STORAGE

PORT CARLING | ROSSEAU | ULLSWATER | SPRUCEDALE

BRENT QUARRIES   705.765.6447
Brent Systems Limited (Excavating) 705.765.6448

www.brentquarry.com

•Security Checks•Snow Removalie Roofs & Decks•Lawn & Garden Care... all your   property needs

519.855.9559
www.centurywood.com

LONG AND WIDE
SOLID AND ENGINEERED FLOORS

WITH HISTORY
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BY  WALTER  FRANCZYK

CConstructing a modern home takes a wide array of skills, expertise and 
forethought. Unless you know what to look for, the contributions of the 
many people involved in a building are not always apparent. OUR HOMES 
asked some of those experts behind the scenes for their best advice.

John Weinstein Ph.D.
Owner, Inclined Elevation Inc.
B EST  A DV I C E :  If getting up the 
hill is getting you down, call John 
for a lift. Inclined elevators make 
steep properties a joy by providing 
effortless access between the cottage 
and lakeshore, parking lot or ski 
hill. They can also make cottage 
properties more salable. “People who 
have them just love them,” says John. 
Engineered with industrial strength 
and a natural look, each lift suits the 
terrain and the needs of the owner. 

Eric Doetsch
Owner, Bacher Construction Ltd.
B EST  A DV I C E :  Use a reputable excavation 
company that’s up to date with all building 
codes. Bacher provides demolition, 
excavation, foundations, landscaping and 
full-site preparation. With one company 
responsible for all these facets, the grading, 
elevations and co-ordination are all done 
properly. Work with your architect to design 
exactly what you desire at the start of the 
project — that will save thousands of dollars 
and provide the results you want.

BEHIND  
SCENES THE

Continued on page 38
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Matt & Brenda Ryan
Owners, FAD Architects
B EST  A DV I C E :   When it comes to designing a building by FAD, all 
you need is the property and vision. “We will put it all together,” says 
Brenda. “They key for us is getting to know the clients, how they live 
and what they want the experience to be,” says Matt. “It’s more about 
designing a lifestyle than designing a building. We’ll design something 
that suits them and is specific to their site and lifestyle.” Continued on page 40 Your hardwood floor  

refinishing specialists
Exterior and Interior Wood Restoration

705.644.4619
chris@cedarlainerestoration.com
www.CedarLaineRestoration.com

WE PAY THE HST ON ALL INTERIOR WORK UNTIL APRIL 2/2013

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

RESTORING BEAUTY & VALUE TO HOMES SINCE 1988

3 CAIRNS DRIVE, HUNTSVILLE, ONTARIO
P.705.789.8067  F.705.789.5908

fireplaceking@cogeco.net

Call us for a Lift 
705 645 4567
InclinedElevation.com
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John Krynicki
Owner, Window Quilt Muskoka
B EST  A DV I C E :  Have a sense of what you want to achieve, not only for the look 
and esthetics, but also the function, energy efficiency, light control and privacy. 
“Figure out what’s most important,” says John. “That will help us tailor the best 
options for you. We specialize in indoor and outdoor living solutions to enhance 
your space without taking it over.”  OH

Renata & Les Partyka
Owners, Stoneway Marble & Granite Inc.
B EST  A DV I C E :  For a unique look for your kitchen 
counter, bathroom vanity or fireplace, consider the 
large selection of colours, patterns and endless 
possibilities offered by marble, granite or engineered 
stone. A durable stone surface lasts far longer than 
other materials. “It’s easy to maintain and always 
looks good,” says Renata. Stoneway provides products 
to suit anyone’s tastes and needs.
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stoves, furnaces and space heaters, boilers, barbecue grills, geothermal 

systems and radiant floor heating. In-store displays include an operating 

geothermal system, boilers and furnaces. For exterior comfort and 

ambience, the store also carries patio flames, wall torches and heaters.

WHAT'S HOT: Just about everything in the store. “Today's trend in 

fireplaces seems to be a more modern, clean-faced look with large viewing 

areas and guillotine doors,” says Randy. “There is a lot more contemporary 

design in homes and cottages. It blends well with rustic Muskoka.” 

PASSION: “I enjoy my job regardless of what I do,” says Randy. “I spend  

a lot of my time on job sites dealing with contractors.”

GET THERE: 3 Cairns Dr., Huntsville, 705.789.8067 

www.fireplaceking.com  OH

SIZZLING
SHOP
STORY  AND  PHOTOS  BY  WALTER  FRANCZYK

THE PLACE: The Fireplace King has a new castle. 

About two years in the making, the state-of-the-art store 

boasts more fireplaces than most people have ever seen 

in one place. Owner Randy Nickason estimates he has 

more than 45 working fireplaces in the new showplace. 

"People want to see how they work," he explains. The 

Huntsville company has been installing fireplaces 

since 1975. The new store for home heating and 

cooling products opened in October. With more than double the space of 

its previous location on Bickley Country Drive, the new 8,000 sq. ft. shop 

draws customers from all over Muskoka. "It's more of a destination now," 

Randy says. “It is so unique.”

THE STYLE: The fiery display showcases the function and appearance of a 

wide variety of fireplaces, stoves and the most up-to-date heating products. 

Expert masonry surrounds gas and wood-burning fireplaces in an impressive 

array of stonework, including river rock, ashlar, granite veneer, brick, marble, 

cultured stone and much more. Customers can actually see what each 

fireplace looks like when installed and alight. Complementing the fireplaces 

and stoves, the shop offers accessories such as firewood racks, bellows, wood 

baskets, tool sets, steamers, screens and candelabra.

THE PRODUCTS: The Fireplace King sells and services a wide range of 

home heating and cooling products - wood, gas and propane fireplaces, 
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THINK CEDAR
thinkcedar.com

SUPPLIERS & INSTALLERS OF CEDAR
AND COPPER ROOFING THROUGHOUT

SOUTHERN ONTARIO & COTTAGE
COUNTRY FOR THE PAST 30 YEARS.

Expert Installations
of Cedar Shakes and

Shingle Roofs for Over 30 Years

1-800-263-3653 • SERVING MUSKOKA SINCE 1984

CEDAR ◆ ROOF
ONTARIO

CONTACT US FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Les and Renata Partyka
1295 Muskoka Rd. 118 West

Bracebridge
705.645.3380 

stoneway.inc@gmail.com



BY  WALTER  FRANCZYK  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

AA few days after Anne and Russell Duncan 
moved into their new log home, a violent 
thunderstorm struck. It roared in the night, 
shaking the ground and the granite ridge where 
their home sits, high above Robinson Lake.

"We never had experienced a thunderstorm like it," Russell says. "As the lightning 
hit, it reflected off the lake like a mirror. It was like a flash going off in our bedroom. 
There was thunder and lightning all around us."

The memory of this fearsome encounter with nature is fresh in their minds. "We 
laid in bed that night, trying to be brave," Anne recalls. "But I must say I was also 
thinking, thank God we have a lightning protection system." The couple had done 
their homework. When planning their new Arts and Crafts-style home, atop a rocky 
hill overlooking Robinson Lake, Vernon Lake and the Big East River, they considered 
the elevation – 600 feet higher than nearby Huntsville. With at least one tree on their 
land already scorched by lightning, they realized the house needed protection from 
nature's fury. Simpson Lightning Rods installed lightning rods on every peak of 
the house, with braided copper wire connecting the rods to the ground to dissipate 
electricity when lightning strikes.

This foresight typifies the Duncans' careful approach to building their 
retirement home. As executives with large mutinational companies, they had 
lived in Mississauga for more than 25 years. As they retired from their challenging 
careers, they were ready for a fresh start and more space. "We both were born in 
Montreal and always lived near water. Being near water is important to us," says 
Russell. When they saw the view of the lakes and realized the privacy they could 
have on the five-and-a-half-acre property, west of Huntsville, they were thrilled. 
They thoroughly researched the town's amenities – a new hospital, good doctors 
and a nurse practitioner clinic. They discovered nice restaurants, beautiful resorts, 
good golfing and parks with nature trails – all just a couple of hours from Toronto. 
They were sold. Continued on page 51

Going country

On cool days, daily life centres 
around the fireplace in the great 

room of Anne and Russell Duncan's 
new log home. OPPOSITE: Standing 

alongside master craftsman Matt 
Davidson (right), Russell and Anne 

hold their Havanese dog Cooper.
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Alison Davidson built the maple 
cabinets for the kitchen. For more 
control over the colour and texture 
of the countertops, the Russells had 
them custom-made of cast stone. 
OPPOSITE TOP: HD Threshing Floor 
Furniture used reclaimed hemlock to 
make the trestle dining table, hutch, 
console and side tables. OPPOSITE 
BOTTOM: New leather couches 
and arm chairs from their old home 
furnish the Duncans' great room.

The Duncans found their log home builder Matt Davidson on the 
Internet. “His unique approach is what got us,” Russell says. “He's a man 
of integrity and passion and you can see it in what he does.” Everyone 
they spoke to said Davidson Log & Timber Artisans Inc. delivers 
quality, on time and without compromise. “This is the first home we've 
ever built,” says Anne. “That's why we needed someone we could really 
trust.” The Duncans studied every facet of the building. “We sourced the 
vendors, we met them, took them to lunch. We wanted to know what kind 
of people we'd be working with.” When they chose a trade or supplier, 
they consulted Matt, who helped oversee the many trades on the project. 

Using massive white pines from Northern Ontario, Matt built them 
a 2,500 sq. ft. Norwegian dovetail log home. Most living space, including 
the master bedroom, open concept great room and laundry room, is on 
the ground floor. “As you get older, it's nice to have everything on one 
floor,” says Anne. “We're fit, but I'd rather use my fitness in ways other 
than carrying a laundry basket up and down stairs.” A second-floor loft 
holds a guest bedroom, bathroom and a large study. Double french doors 
in the master bedroom open on a screened Muskoka room, finished in 
cedar, with a hot tub in the corner overlooking the lakes. The finished 
basement contains their fitness equipment. Continued on page 53
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At the home’s main entrance, a sturdy log tower guards the door like 
a sentinel. Russell says they wanted a foyer, closed to the weather, an air 
lock to keep the heat in and the cold out. Matt expanded on that idea, 
turning it into a tapered tower, 22 feet high.

A house in Colorado with a tapered tower of glass and steel inspired 
Matt. “I thought it was really cool, but I thought it would be even cooler 
built out of logs. It was a challenge,” he says. “Scribing logs together on an 
angle is a different mindset.”

Built on the north side of the house, the tower fills with light from 
windows at the top and provides a balance to the roof line. “It gives the 
house that wow factor when you walk up to it and then again when you 
enter,” Matt says. Illuminated with a chandelier of elk antlers, it houses 
stairs to the second-floor loft.

At the front of the house, Russell suggested they install eyebrow 
dormers to break up the straight lines of the cedar-clad roof and admit 
more daylight to the great room and loft. Matt welcomed the challenge 
and painstakingly calculated the geometry to make the timber-framed 
dormers work.

Another feature he tried for the first time is old-style rain gutters with 
the eaves trough hidden behind heavy cedar fascia board. “We love doing 
the details that you just don’t see any more,” Matt says.

Matt's wife Alison built the maple cabinetry in the kitchen and 
walk-in pantry as well as the bathroom vanities. Evergreen Cast 

Stone custom-made the stone kitchen counter tops and island 
while Gravenhurst Plumbing, Heating & Electric installed 
radiant heating beneath the reclaimed barn board hemlock f loors 
by Nostalgic Wood Inc. Matt's brother John Davidson built the 
Rumford granite fireplace in the great room, installed the heated 
granite floor in both the sunroom and foyer and applied stone veneer 
to the home’s exterior. Edwards Electric installed all wiring, light 
fixtures and the back-up power generator. Stoneridge Iron Works 
forged the fireplace tools, screen and wood carrier, enhancing the 
traditional look of the great room, where the Duncans spend much of 
their time in the cool months of autumn. 

“Our inspiration was to have a wide open space and a warm feeling,” 
Anne says. Soft leather sofas, in a shade of red called Monte Cristo, and 
armchairs from their Mississauga home encircle a large coffee table by the 
fire. The armchairs and furniture in the sunroom and all artwork, lamps 
and light fixtures were provided at the suggestion of Patricia Lorimer, an 
interior decorator from Mississauga. On the other side of the great room, 
a seven-foot trestle table, as well as a hutch, console and side tables, made 
of gleaming reclaimed hemlock, complement the ambience. “It's great for 
entertaining,” Anne says. “The flow is amazing, people can sit where they 
want. They feel more at home, they're free to roam around because it's 
open.” She reckons they've had more visitors in three months than they'd 
usually have all year long at their Mississauga home. 

Illuminated by natural light and an elk antler 
chandelier, the log tower at the main entrance 
tapers from 15-by-15 feet at the base to 12-by-12 
feet at the top. OPPOSITE: The timber-framed 
eyebrow dormers took careful planning. 
Norwegian dovetails lock logs at the corners. A 
chain drains water from the built-in eaves trough 
and a carved fleur de lis sprouts over the main 
entrance while the tapered tower stands guard.

Continued on page 56
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A stained-glass window, bought as 
an anniversary gift, glows in the 

all-season Muskoka room. Gresham 
House Furniture MFG Inc. custom-

made the furniture. Geothermal 
heat warms the granite floor.

BTM BARRIE TRIM &
MOULDINGS INC.

SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM TRIM, DOORS & STAIRS SINCE 1985 | SUPPLY & INSTALL

M o n  t o  F r i  7 - 5 p m  S a t  9 - 3 p m   n   5 2  S a u n d e r s  R d ,  B a r r i e

7 0 5 . 7 3 9 . 2 2 0 0   n   1 . 8 0 0 . 2 6 5 . 3 4 6 5   n   w w w . b a r r i e t r i m . c o m

L o o k i n g  t o  a d d  v a l u e  t o  y o u r  h o m e ?  C o m e  i n  a n d  s e e  t h e 
e x p e r t s  a t  B a r r i e  T r i m .  L e t  u s  h e l p  y o u  i n c r e a s e  t h e  W O W 

f a c t o r  o f  y o u r  h o m e  w i t h  u p d a t e d  t r i m / d o o r s / s t a i r s / r a i l i n g s .
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SOURCE GUIDE

Cedar Roof Ontario, Gresham House Furniture MFG., HD Threshing 

Floor Furniture, Natural Images Gardeing & Landscaping Ltd., Peerless 

Security, Pioneer Handcraft, West Eden Design Studio.

Throughout the home Matt crafted delightful surprises. Above the 
main door archway, he carved a fleur de lis in honour of Anne’s French 
heritage. A shamrock cut into the wall of the dining room salutes Russell’s 
Irish roots. “He does things that are unexpected,” Russell says approvingly.

Working with the Duncans was the best part of the project, Matt says. 
“They gave us their trust to do things carte blanche and this allowed us 
to show what can be done architecturally with logs, as well as complete 
artistic freedom.” 

Although they've lived in their new home for only a few months, the 
Duncans enjoy the sense of community they feel here. While the road to 
their home may seem like the middle of nowhere, they're just minutes from 
town. “We don't feel isolated at all,” Anne says. “It's country life and it’s 
nice. It's quiet and peaceful.” Even Cooper, their tiny Havanese dog, helps 
keep it that way. He’s learned not to bark at the deer that silently graze 
just outside the kitchen window.  OH

LEFT: The warmth of wood suffuses the 
ground-floor master bedroom. BELOW: Alison 
Davidson crafted his-and-hers vanities in 
the en suite. BOTTOM LEFT: Celtic crosses, 
carved into timbers, flank the claw foot 
slipper tub in the en suite.
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Point Blanket 
by The Hudson’s 
Bay Company

Here are my three favourite ways to  
incorporate our heritage into our homes.

1. THE USE OF FABRIC: Add Canadian character and charm to your 
home with the simple use of textiles.

Plaid Upholstery: Whether it be gingham, tartan, or tattersall, this popular 
pattern consisting of several crossed horizontal and vertical lines (usually 
in two or more colours) speaks directly to the essence of Canadian settlers. 
My favourite way to incorporate it in décor is with upholstery. I personally 
prefer it in smaller doses, such as for sofa pillows or dining room seats, 
however a club chair completely covered looks amazing as well. 

Cosy Throws: Curling up on the sofa on a cold winter’s day wouldn’t be 
the same without one of these. Here are my three favourite classics:

 
•	 Point Blanket: It wouldn’t be right if I didn’t start with this iconic 

blanket by The Bay – this wool Point blanket dates back to the 18th 
century and used to be traded. It continues to be a number one seller 
and is sold exclusively by The Hudson’s Bay Company.

•	 Faux Fur: Fox, mink or coyote – these Canadian creature-mimicked 
furs can be the perfect Canuck-inspired addition to your space for 
added comfort and even luxuriousness.

•	 Matelassé: Meaning quilted, padded or cushioned, and normally 
referring to hand-quilted textiles. It is meant to mimic the style of 
hand-stitched Marseilles, a type of quilt made in Provence, France. 
Incorporating these fabrics into your décor can be the subtle hint of 
pattern and texture you’re looking for.

d e c o r a t i n g

Subway Paintable 
Wallpaper from 
Graham & Brown

If you’re looking for 
another option next to 
the real thing, there 
are many imposter 
materials that mimic 
the natural look and 
feel of wood.

COMPLETELY 
CANADIAN

BY  YAN IC  S IMARD

Even when unlit, 
artfully arranged 
wood in or near 
your fireplace 
will impart 
a feeling of 
warmth in your 
living space. 

2. THE USE OF WOOD: Nothing warms up a space quite like the 
use of natural wood.

Walls: I particularly like walls sheltered in large, real-wood planks. 
Douglas fir or cedar – both known for their distinctive grain patterns 
and tight knots – are each suitable choices when it comes to selecting 
the type of wood to use. 

Accessories: Dress up the inside or the surrounding area of your fireplace 
with logs of wood – even without the use of fire, this actually does create 
a feeling of warmth too.

3. THE ADDITION OF ANTIQUES: If the northern vibe is the look, 
an old piece of Canadian history is most definitely calling. Usually 
an item made of wood, such as an old sled, pair of skis or a rocking 
chair will feel the most rustic and true to the heritage. 

My tips for antique hunting:
•	 Do your research before heading out – know what you are looking for.
•	 Bring with you a magnifying glass to check for dates, signatures, 

imperfections.
•	 Touch, smell and handle the piece. Get familiar with what you’re 

looking to buy before you buy it. If you have any doubts, don’t be 
afraid to ask questions. OH

Taking inspiration from 
the great outdoors: 
acorns, feathers, 
ornithological prints.

Create a rustic vibe with 
historical wooden items; antique 
skis, or a weathered sled.

WWhether you’re from 
Canada or not, it’s 
hard for anyone  
not to be inspired by 
the true North and  
its beautiful elements, 
which we are lucky 

enough to find in our own backyard, 
the great outdoors.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY TV

Canadian Colour Scheme 
(Benjamin Moore)

2092-30 Boston Brick 

509 Cypress Green

CC-90 Natural Linen

Woodgrain fabric:  
Cinnabar from  
Robert Allen

Glamwood: 
Nero Tile from 
Stone Tile Inc.
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TThe season of giving is upon us and for many of us, 
the list is long. What to give the boss? What to give the person who has 
everything? Is there something interesting to take to a holiday party other 
than the old standard of a bottle of cabernet sauvignon? Well, hopefully I 
can help in this department, as there’s a world of fun gift-giving options 
out there. Of course there are all sorts of budgets, but I’ll try to at least 
point you in the right direction for possibilities. Consider the following 
as a shopping list for all your gift-giving needs! (If you are unfamiliar with 
any of these wines or beers just ask for help while in your local liquor store, 
they should all be readily available).

HEADING TO A HOLIDAY PARTY?
Try taking a bottle of prosecco or cava, both are festive sparkling wines 
that won’t break the bank.

A BOTTLE FOR THE BOSS?
A cabernet sauvignon from California, an Amarone from Italy or a 
burgundy from France are always solid choices. Or try a 10, 20 or 30 
year-old tawny port, this will last longer than one bottle of wine and will 
remind your boss how great you are over and over again.

THE FATHER, BROTHER, FATHER-IN-LAW, AND SO ON…?
Put together an interesting basket of beers, choose all different varieties 
to allow a real taste experience. Fill it with wheat beer, stout, Abbey-style 
ale, an India pale ale and anything else that seems interesting.

THE MOTHER, SISTER, MOTHER-IN-LAW, AND SO ON…?
Why not try a bottle of something floral, sweet and pretty. Dessert wines 
such as icewine, Beaumes de Venise, moscato or late harvest wines are a 
real sweet treat and are the perfect way to finish off a meal or to sip chilled 
as an aperitif before dinner.

THE FOODIE IN YOUR LIFE?
Choose a region in the world such as Spain or Niagara and then fill a 
basket or wine crate with wines and food products from that area. You 
can add olive oil, cheese, mustards, preserves, etc.

If you have a little extra time on your hands you can always make some 
gifts that incorporate wines and spirits. Here are a couple of suggestions 
that are easy and delicious!

CLASSIC FRENCH CHICKEN LIVER PATÉ
Give this as a hostess gift with a nice baguette and a 

bottle of Chardonnay from France or Niagara.

2 tbsp unsalted butter

½ lb chicken livers, cleaned

½ cup white onion or shallots, finely chopped

2 tsp fresh thyme, finely chopped

½ cup dry white wine

Salt and pepper to taste

• Melt butter in a pan, add 
onions and thyme and cook 
until onions are translucent, 
about 10 minutes. 

• Add wine and reduce for  
1 minute. 

• Add livers and cook through, 
3-4 minutes. Place everything 
in a food processor, pureé to 
smooth and season to taste with salt and pepper. 

• Place mixture in a glass crock or decorative ramekin 
and keep refrigerated until ready to give. Spread paté 
on bread slices and serve with chilled white wine.

LIMONCELLO
Here is an easy recipe for 

the sunny liqueur from the 
Amalfi coast in Italy. The first 
year I lived in Rome I made this 
as a Christmas gift for everyone 
in my family. On returning to 
Canada for the holidays I was 
stopped at Customs with a 
suitcase filled with the yellow 
bottles. Fortunately for me 

(and my family), the Customs agent was Italian and let 
me pass through with my clandestine stash!

5 large lemons, washed well

750 ml vodka, a mid-priced brand is sufficient

2 ¾ cups sugar

2 ¼ cups water

• Peel the zest from all the lemons, making sure to avoid 
the white pith. Place in a large glass jar along with the 
vodka. Cover and let stand for 2 weeks in a dark place.

• When ready, heat sugar and water in a small pot, 
stir until sugar has completely dissolved. Let cool to 
room temperature.

• Strain vodka into sugar mixture and divide into 
decorative bottles for gift giving. Make sure to serve 
Limoncello straight from the freezer in small sherry 
glasses or shooter glasses. Salute!  OH

the season
of giving

INCORPORATING
WINE & SPIRITS

INTO YOUR
HOLIDAY GIFTS

BY  TON IA  W ILSON

g o o d  t a s t e

The arT of fire

1.888.334.8693    705.746.6800     www.fplc.ca    90 oastler Park Dr., Seguin, oN

Serving Parry Sound  
& Muskoka for 20 Years

WeTT Certified Staff

fireplaces & Woodstoves
accessories & Chimneys
Beachcomber hot Tubs
outdoor Kitchens & BBQs

Fireplace & Leisure Centre

ExpEriEnCE 
thE warmth 
oF onE oF  
thE LargEst 
showrooms  
in muskoka

SALES, SERVICE AND INSTALLATION OF RESIDENTIAL 
GARAGE & BOATHOUSE DOORS, SCREENS AND  

SHUTTERS,  AND COMMERCIAL ENTRY SYSTEMS

HUNTSVILLE 705.789.1120  |  PARRY SOUND 705.342.1120
ORILLIA 705.325.0120  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.789.1120

www.abcdoors.ca

Doors and More!
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sweater
CUSHIONS

Do you have a favourite sweater that you no 
longer wear? Pull it out of the drawer and 
make it into a throw cushion for a chair, sofa 
or your bed. With some basic sewing skills, 
the right tools and an insert, you can get warm 
and cosy with that sweater all over again.

online Want to make one? Get instructions: 
www.ourhomesmagazine.com/cushions

Sweater Cushion Dos 
•	 If you don’t have a sweater on 

hand, visit your local thrift store.

•	 Hand-wash the sweater before 
starting your project.

•	 Consider adding a lining if 
your sweater is thin.

•	 Measure twice, cut once.

•	 Think outside the box. You  
can also use old leather or 
suede jackets. OH

c r a f t y  i d e a s

Telephone: 705.645.2671 / 705.788.3800
Fax: 705.645.1285

For more information please visit our website
www.knowlesplumbing.ca

Muskoka’s most complete selection of
quality bathroom and kitchen fixtures

279 Manitoba Street  •  Bracebridge

Sales • Installation • Service • Design Consulation

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM  •  OVER 50 YEARS IN BUSINESS

Dentistry Chemotherapy/Oncology Prescription Diets Wellness/Preventative Health Exams

Rehabilition Medical/Diagnostics 24 Hour on Call Medicine Laser Surgery Laser Therapy

DR. JENNIFER GARNER 
DVM, BSC.
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O U R  H O M E S  o f f e r s  t h e  b e s t  a d v e r t i s i n g  v a l u e .  P e r i o d .

advertise with us

Don Butler: don@ourhomesmagazine.com  416.529.0538/1.877.870.8313
Mike Murphy: mike@ourhomesmagazine.com  705.774.9000/1.877.870.8313

PREMIUM HIGH GLOSS COFFEE TABLE MAGAZINE
 
25,000 PRINTED EVERY ISSUE
 
Direct distribution to select builders, decorators, designers, 
architects, engineers, trades, and professional offices throughout 
the region.
 
Over 8,000 copies mailed directly to targeted, high net-worth
permanent residents & business leaders throughout the area.
 
This is a distinct region with grand and beautiful homes & 
cottages. It is filled with exceptionally talented craftsmen, 
designers, builders, decorators, woodworkers, artists, real 
estate agents, artisans, landscapers, trades, architects, and 
consultants. OUR HOMES magazine promotes economic 
development within this region by showcasing the LOCAL 
talent, LOCAL retailers, and LOCAL real estate developers. 

Connect like never 
before to targeted 
consumers in the 
Muskoka and 

Haliburton regions

FA L L  2 0 1 2

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/muskoka

AUTUMN
 glory

plus
HARVEST STYLES

DELIGHT ON 
LAKE OF BAYS

FOILING WINTER
SOAP AT THE WHARF

ECLECTIC
Naturally

W I N T E R  2 0 1 3

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/muskoka

GOTHIC 
REVIVAL

LAKE JOSEPH'S

plus
BEHIND THE 

SCENES

FROSTY

FIREPLACE KING 
RULES NEW CASTLE

 wondersWINTERY

 STYLE PICKS

COUNTRY LIFE    amazingPROVES

S P R I N G  2 0 1 2

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/muskoka

AHMIC’S tranquil   harbour

Joyful Duet
SOUNDS LIKE HOME

SWEET 
CHALET

DRIVEN
BY DESIGN

JETTY MAKERS
plus
STYLES FOR A 

SPRING FLING

S U M M E R  2 0 1 2

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/muskoka

plus
SUMMER’S STYLE PICKS

3  LAKESIDE
HOMES

ABSOLUTELY
CANADIAN

MUSKOKA CHIC

HOMEMADE 
ICE CREAM
BEST SEAT 
ON THE lake

perfect 
family
GETAWAY



1867 CONFEDERATION LOG HOMES is proud to be 
the manufacturer of the first log home in Canada to attain 
an Energy Star rating, your guarantee of superior energy 
efficiency. Live energy efficiently and in healthy harmony with 
the natural environment: our logs are sustainable forested, 
interior log finish is low VOC, window and HRV systems 

are Energy Star compliant and floor plans optimize passive 
solar features. Your custom design created in timber frame 
or traditional log construction with dovetail corners. We 
provide the quality product of an internationally recognized 
manufacturer with decades of experience plus the small town 
benefits of personal service.

1867 CONFEDERATION LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES

1867_CONFED_FALL2012.indd   1 12-09-16   3:35 PM

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages. Since our first issue, more than 400 companies have 
utilized our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to market their products and services. Now we’re making it easier than 
ever for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home-and real estate-related purchasing decisions. The listings below 
are organized alphabetically by industry.

ARBORIST/TREE SERVICE

BARTLETT TREE EXPERTS Page 81

ARCHITECTS/ARCHITECTURAL 

DESIGN

FAD ARCHITECTS Page 19

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION

HURONIA ALARMS Page 13

RYMAN PLUMBING AND ELECTRICAL Page 33

BUILDERS & NEW HOME 

DEVELOPMENT

1867 CONFEDERATION LOG HOMES Page 67

ATTAINABLE SOLUTIONS INC Page 11

CEDARLAND HOMES Page 4

DAVIDSON LOG & TIMBER ARTISANS Page 57

DISCOVERY DREAM HOMES Page 46

DISTLER CONSTRUCTION Page 84

FRENCH’S FINE HOMES Page 69, 79

GREYSTONE PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
 INC Page 73, 79

INFINITY FINE HOMES Page 12

JOHN BACHER CONSTRUCTION Page 55

LOVEGROVE CONSTRUCTION Page 3

ROSE POINT CONTRACTING Page 33

ROYAL HOMES LTD. Page 43

TAMARACK NORTH Page 21

TBM & ASSOCIATES Page 15

THE LANDSCAPES Page 7

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

HOME HARDWARE Page 42

MUSKOKA ROCK COMPANY Page 14

COTTAGE RENTAL

COTTAGE LINK RENTAL 
 MANAGEMENT Page 81

COUNTERTOPS/GRANITE  

& STONE

STONEWAY MARBLE & GRANITE INC.  
 Page 47

ELEVATORS & LIFT SYSTEMS

CAMBRIDGE ELEVATING Page 75 

INCLINED ELEVATION Page 39 

EXTERMINATION

BILLBATBOY ENTERPRISES Page 71

FINE WOODWORKING/CUSTOM 

FURNITURE/CARPENTRY

COTTAGE HILL FURNITURE & 
 CABINETS Page 76, 79

FIREPLACES & STOVES

FIREPLACE & LEISURE CENTRE Page 61

FIREPLACE KING Page 39

FLOORING, STAIRS & TRIM/ 

MOULDINGS

BARRIE TRIM & MOULDINGS Page 55

CEDAR LAINE RESTORATION Page 39

CENTURY WOOD PRODUCTS Page 35

GRAY’S PAINT Page 18

FOOD & DRINK/RESTAURANTS/ 

CATERING/DELI

MUSKOKA ROASTERY Page 5 

FURNITURE/HOME DÉCOR/ 

INTERIOR DESIGN/GIFTS

HARRIS’ FURNITURE & ANTIQUES Page 19

HILLTOP INTERIORS Page 83

HOME HARDWARE Page 42

INTERIORS BY MARCIA Page 14

LEON’S Page 2

MATTRESSES OF MUSKOKA Page 76

MUSKOSKI URBAN RUSTIC LIVING 
 Page 17, 81

RAFTERS OF MUSKOKA Page 47

RED CANOE INTERIORS Page 21

THE CORNER CABINET Page 81

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction,  
or to have your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at mike@ourhomesmagazine.com, or  
don@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 1.877.870.8313.

Continued on page 68
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MUSKOKA’S ENERGY EFFICIENT BUILDER 

Member

 Head office 705-385-2311
126 Greer Road, Port Sydney, P0B 1L0

bfrench@homesmuskoka.com

www.homesmuskoka.com

WINTER HOURS - MODELS OPEN: Sat  10-4, Sun 12-4
Call 645-6717 or VISIT 135 KEITH RD, BRACEBRIDGE

Call 788-3141 or VISIT 8 WOODSTREAM DRIVE. HUNTSVILLE

Riverside viewRoadside view The Muskoka view

  At                                     we take the care and attention to detail to create 

your dream home or cottage while making the process a dream come true.
Call French’s today to get a free quote, or to learn more about our company!

GARAGE DOORS

ABC DOORS Page 61

HEATING & COOLING/ 

GEOTHERMAL

FIREPLACE & LEISURE CENTRE Page 61

FIREPLACE KING Page 39

HOME IMPROVEMENT & 

WOODWORKING

HOME HARDWARE Page 42

LOVEGROVE CONSTRUCTION Page 3

MARSHALL BLACK CUSTOM  
 CARPENTRY Page 61

ROSE POINT CONTRACTING Page 33

INSURANCE 

PARRY SOUND INSURANCE Page 6

KITCHEN AND BATH

ALL ABOUT KITCHENS Page 73 

COTTAGE HILL FURNITURE & 
 CABINETS Page 76, 79

KNOWLES PLUMBING Page 63 

NORTHERN LIVING KITCHEN & BATH  
 Page 9, 79

LANDSCAPING, LAWN & GARDEN

ATTAINABLE SOLUTIONS INC Page 11 

HOME HARDWARE Page 42 

JOHN BACHER CONSTRUCTION Page 55 

ROCKSCAPE DESIGN Page 39

WATER’S EDGE LANDSCAPING Page 16

MEDIA 

MUSKOKA INFORMATION RADIO 102.3  
 Page 71

PAINT/LIGHTING

GRAY’S PAINT Page 18

HOME HARDWARE Page 42

THE LIGHTHOUSE DESIGN CENTRE Page 81

PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL

BAY AREA ELECTRICAL Page 61

EDWARDS ELECTRIC Page 75

GRAVENHURST PLUMBING, HEATING &  
 ELECTRIC Page 57, 81

KNOWLES PLUMBING Page 63 

RYMAN PLUMBING AND ELECTRICAL Page 33

SIFFT ELECTRIC Page 81

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ORR’S PROPERTY MANAGEMENT Page 35

ROOFING

CEDAR AND COPPER ROOF ONTARIO  
 Page 47

SAND & GRAVEL PRODUCTS

BRENT QUARRIES Page 35

SECURITY, LOCK & KEY

HURONIA ALARMS Page 13

SPORTING SUPPLY/ 

RECREATIONAL OUTFITTERS

ROYAL DISTRIBUTING Page 65

VETERINARY

COTTAGE COUNTRY ANIMAL CLINIC  
 Page 63 

WINDOW FASHIONS

WINDOW QUILT Page 77

WINDOWS & DOORS

BARRIE TRIM & MOULDINGS Page 55

ROSS WINDOWS & DOORS Page 35

WINDOW WORKS MUSKOKA Page 70

WOOD RESTORATION

CEDAR LAINE RESTORATION Page 39

Continued from page 66

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction,  
or to have your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at mike@ourhomesmagazine.com, or  
don@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 1.877.870.8313.

68  o u r h o m e s   w i n t e r   2 0 1 3

d i r e c t o r y



B provincial licensing body. In the case of B.C., that’s Consumer Protection 
B.C. For Alberta, it’s Service Alberta. The outcome of the application 
process is not ideal, according to Darcy McGregor, secretary and founding 
member of CAHPI Alberta. “We thought they (the government) would 
raise everyone to the highest level, like our members follow, but they said 
that wouldn’t be fair.”

While the expectations aren’t as high as he’d like, McGregor says, 
“Licensing at least gives homeowners a bit more assurance that the person 
they are dealing with has some education and the ability to look after them 
as a home inspector.”

Link echoes this sentiment: “We pushed for one certifying organization 
and one standard of practice, but there are four in B.C.” So buyer beware 
is still in force, and homeowners must research any home inspector they 
are thinking of hiring. “The onus is still on the homeowner. (They should 
ask) where did they get their education; do they have experience in the 
field to have the ability to recognize problems.”

Barton, though, feels that the process has been overall positive. “It 
got rid of a lot of people who are unqualified. We are still trying to get 
the consumer to ask about the licence before hiring a home inspector. It 
gives them peace of mind knowing that they (inspectors) are qualified.”

Though there is mixed reaction to the outcomes in B.C. and Alberta, 
there’s one point that McGregor, Link and Barton all agree on – home 
inspectors in those provinces are now required to carry errors and 
omissions insurance. They must be insured up to $1 million, so if they 
miss something during an inspection and this results in a costly repair, 
the homeowner may have financial recourse.

One piece of the puzzle that is still missing, according to Nigel 
Trevethan, of Harper Grey LLP and legal counsel for CAHPI B.C., is 
a “cooling off period, like many other large purchases.” He thinks it’s 
regrettable that the “government hasn’t mandated that every real estate 
transaction must involve a home inspection. This is especially important 
in an overheated housing market, like Vancouver.” He feels that this is key 
to consumer protection.

So, though Mullen’s hopes for the future of licensing in Ontario – and 
throughout the country – are high, experience tells us that the outcome 
may be less than stellar but better than the status quo.  OH

Bi l l  Mu l le n  h a s  h i gh  hop e s !  The 
Ontario-based home inspector is also 
the director of external relations for a 
new organization, the National Home 
Inspector Certification Council (NHICC). 

The NHICC is pushing for nation-wide licensing of home inspectors, 
but at this time Ontario, the Atlantic Provinces and Saskatchewan are 
just looking at this possibility.

Alberta and British Columbia already license home and property 
inspectors. B.C. led the way, endorsing inspectors since April 1, 2009, 
while Alberta came onside September 1, 2011. Neither of these came about 
without a lot of pushing from interest groups within those provinces, and 
Mullen doesn’t expect it to be much different in Ontario, though he hopes 
that the timeframe to have licensing passed into law could be shortened 
because of the groundwork done by those first two provinces.

According to Peter Link, manager of house and property inspection 
registration for the Applied Science Technologists and Technicians of B.C. 
(ASTTBC), his organization lobbied for two decades to make this happen.

Helene Barton, Executive Director of the B.C. branch of the Canadian 
Association of Home and Property & Inspectors, (CAHPI), agrees. “We 
lobbied the government for eight years to have our industry regulated 
because prior to that anyone who bought a ladder and had a business card 
could say they were a home inspector. Many were charlatans.”

Though there are training courses and college programs in all provinces, 
in most provinces there is no onus on someone who calls him/herself a 
home inspector to take such education. In the two provinces that currently 
license, the several certifying organizations that exist require some or all 
of the following to become licensed: specialized education (number of 
hours varies from organization to organization), a practical (or field) test, 
written exam, a peer inspection process, and, finally, an application to the 

HOME INSPECTION

RAISING 
THE BAR

BY  J I L L  E LL I S

r e a l  e s t a t e

www.windowworksmuskoka.net

Your Window & Door Specialists

Muskoka

Window Works (Muskoka) is a window and door centre, 
proudly serving Muskoka and surrounding area for over 
24 years. We provide consultation, sales, service and  
installation of quality products. Our knowledgeable sales 
people work with architects, designers, builders and 
home owners, assisting clients in making the best choices 
for their new construction or renovation projects.

The advantage of working with Window Works (Muskoka) 
is that we provide a diverse selection of product, giving us 
the flexibility of being able to suggest what is right for the 
design and budget of your project. We offer clad exteriors, 
with the beauty of wood interiors, and maintenance-free  
vinyl products.

2358 Hwy #11, RR#1, Gravenhurst, Ontario P1P 1R1
sales@windowworksmuskoka.net

705.687.7617  •  800.668.9858
fax: 705.687.3238

MUSKOKA
Information Radio

102.3 FM

MUSKOKA INFORMATION RADIO IS A 
FAST PACED 10 MINUTE LOOP OF INFORMATION 

PEOPLE NEED TO KNOW OR WANT TO KNOW. 

THE QUICK INFORMATION
FIX 24/7!!

Hear the current 7-day Muskoka weather forecast, 
community news and events, traffic and road reports, 

TSX reports and reports on current ski and snowmobile 
conditions for Central Ontario.

www.informationradio.ca
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Every year about this time, as the mercury drops and the 
days get shorter, my mind naturally turns to the fast-approaching holiday season. 
And one of my favourite holiday traditions is poring over cookbooks looking for 
inspiration for this year’s homemade gifts from my kitchen. Nothing is sweeter 
than stirring, swirling and baking up tasty treats to wrap and deliver to friends, 
family, co-workers, teachers and other special folks in my life. While the cookies, 
candies and breads I bake may vary from year to year, a staple gift from my kitchen 
is chocolate bark. It’s appealing because of its simplicity and opportunity for 
variations. Plus, it’s chocolate – and who doesn’t love the gift of chocolate?

There are few ingredients involved, so I like to splurge a little and choose 
the best chocolate I can find. Dark chocolate is my favourite base for bark – its 
rich, deep flavour complements the roasted nuts and sweet fruits that dot the 
surface. But milk chocolate and white chocolate (or perhaps all three!) work 
wonderfully as well. As for the nuts and fruit, anything goes. Peanuts, cashews, 
pecans, pistachios, hazelnuts, apricots, cranberries, raisins, cookie bits, candy 
pieces, pretzels, marshmallows – you get the point! Stick to three toppings at most 
so that each flavour gets a chance to shine without getting muddled in the mix.

For this year’s bark, I’m going with the combination of dark chocolate, almonds 
and candied ginger – a little bit toasty, a little bit spicy and perfectly decadent. 
Happy holidays!

VARIATION: 

Pistachio Cranberry 

Apricot Swirl Bark – Melt 

separately 10 oz. (280 g) dark 

chocolate and 6 oz. (170 g) white 

chocolate. Stir one third of each: ⅔ 

cup roasted shelled pistachios, ⅓ cup 

dried apricots, quartered and ⅓ cup dried 

cranberries into the melted dark chocolate. 

Spread onto baking sheet. Drizzle with 

melted white chocolate. Use toothpick, 

skewer, or back of knife to swirl the 

chocolates together. Sprinkle with 

remaining pistachios, apricots and 

cranberries. Continue as 

recipe above.  OH

ALMOND GINGER
CHOCOLATE BARK+ lots of topping variations

BY  MAR IA  DAS I LVA   //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SCOTT  HUNTER

ALMOND GINGER CHOCOLATE BARK
(Makes: about 20 pieces)

1 lb (450 g) dark chocolate, chopped

¾ cup toasted whole almonds, coarsely chopped

⅔ cup candied ginger, thinly sliced

• Melt chocolate in a heatproof bowl set over a pot of 
gently simmering water, stirring often until smooth. 

• Stir in about one third of each of the almonds and 
candied ginger. Pour mixture onto parchment paper-
lined baking sheet and gently spread with the back of a 
spoon until about an even scant ½-inch (1 cm) thickness. 

• Sprinkle with remaining almonds and candied ginger. 
• Refrigerate until solid, about 20 minutes. Break or cut  

into pieces. 
• The bark will keep refrigerated in an airtight container 

for about 1 week. 
• For gift giving, package as desired. 

c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e

GREYSTONE
PROJECT MANAGEMENT INC.

DESIGN BUILD • GENERAL CONTRACTING • LEED CERTIFIABLE PROJECTS • GREEN INITIATIVE SUSTAINABLE DESIGNS
20 YEARS OF PROJECTS IN MUSKOKA/PARRY SOUND REGION

info@greystoneconstruction.ca
705.789.1418

“Designing our future on the 
strength of our past”

info@greystoneconstruction.ca
705.789.1418
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View full PDFs of 

OUR HOMES 
magazine for free on your mobile  

devices!
Discover local talent. 
Meet stylish homeowners. 
Find local homes related 
businesses in your neighbourhood. 
View OUR HOMES across the province. 
PLUS enter contests and  
enjoy web exclusive articles. 

All at www.ourhomesmagazine.com 1261 Industrial Road
Cambridge, Ontario  
1.800.265.3579 
 sales@cambridgeelevating.com  
 www.CambridgeElevating.com

PREMIER MANUFACTURER 
OF CUSTOM ELEVATORS

Barrie . Calgary AB . Grey Bruce . Hamilton . Kitchener/Waterloo .  
London . Mississauga . Muskoka . Oakville/Burlington .  

Ottawa . Peterborough . Sault Ste. Marie & Algoma .  
Southern Georgian Bay . Vaughan .  

Wellington County/Orangeville/Caledon . Windsor . 
*And coming soon: Durham Region 

Did you know you can find
OUR HOMES 

in the following markets?

Creating value, creating opportunities

Visit www.ourhomesmagazine.com  
& click on franchise opportunities. Or call  

Suzanne Strong, VP Franchising  
519.538.4528 • franchise@ourhomesmagazine.com 

Be your own boss, put your network to work for you, provide  
the very best advertising solutions in your community, and  
build equity in your very own business.

Each regional OUR HOMES magazine features local content,  
local homes, local style, local builders, local trades, and  
local stores.

View any regional magazine at www.ourhomesmagazine.com

Join our happy and successful team and create maximum value for your advertisers and readers.

You can own
OUR HOMES too!
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When it comes to buying a home, we each have different needs – some 

may need a certain type of location, others a certain size of home, others a 
certain number of bedrooms, still others a finished basement for their kids 
to hang out with friends. Some people have a very long list of needs, others 
have a shorter list. We have all experienced the frustration of trying to get 

all our needs met in a home 
search. It can take months, 
or even years.

But what if we looked 
at it differently? What if 
we shifted our perspective? 
If you think about it, we 
actually live in a culture of 
want, not need. We may say 

that we NEED this or we need that, but the truth is that for most of us, 
we are living far beyond our needs and well into our wants. After all, our 
only real needs are food and shelter (and hopefully love and friendship). 
Everything else, if we are honest about it, is a want. 

When it comes to looking for a home, aside from the roof we hope 
to put over our heads, everything else on our list is really a want. The 
important thing about wants is that they are WANTS. This means that 
they are nice to have, maybe even hugely important to have, but sad as it is 

to say, they do not rise to the level of need. You may have heard the news – 
you can’t always get what you want – especially if your list of wants is long! 

I recently helped clients new to Canada with their home search. They 
started with a long list of wants, the top of which was a certain location. 
Of course, as luck would have it, the other wants on their list were not 
terribly available at the price they wanted to pay, in the location they 
wanted. Imagine that! So to test their conviction about the various wants 
on their list, I took them to a bunch of other locations where the other 
wants were more available at their price point. What did I find? They 
were happy that the other wants were being met, but they didn’t like the 
locations. Imagine that.

Now, in this case, we had the benefit of time pressure to focus the 
mind. They needed to find a home (see, a real NEED – shelter!) within a 
fairly short time frame. So we spent some time coming to terms with the 
truth of the search – they would have to make trade-offs between the 
various wants on their list. If they wanted this set of wants, they would 
have to forgo certain others. In other words, they were not likely to get 
everything they wanted, so they would have to focus on getting their most 
important wants met.

This actually became kind of a fun game as we tested the various 
wants. During each home visit, as they would voice their reactions, one 
of us would blurt out the guiding principle of the search – trade-offs! 
In the end, they came back to the original location and gave up some of 
the features they liked in the homes in other locations. And having gone 
through the process, with realism and eyes open, they made their final 
decision fairly quickly and with confidence that they had made the right 
trade-offs, satisfying their higher wants and leaving the lesser ones on 
the table.

Try this little shift in perspective next time you are looking for a home. 
Ask your agent to keep you honest about the trade-offs you’ll need to 
make. You’ll find the search easier, more fun and more fruitful. You can’t 
always get what you want. But if you try sometime, you just might find, 
you get what you need.  OH

Terry Smith is a real estate agent and builder of classic style homes.

YOU CAN’T
ALWAYS GET

WHAT YOU WANT

BY  TERRY  SM ITH
I L LUSTRAT ION  BY  SHE I LA  BR I TTON

We have a lot of needs in our culture. We 
need a place to live, a car, a job and lots 
of money to buy all kinds of things, from 
clothing to food, dinners out, vacations, 
flat screen TVs, lots of shoes, concert 
tickets, Tim Hortons or Starbucks twice 
a day…  the list goes on!  

“But what if we 
looked at it differently? 

What if we shifted  
our perspective?”

r e a l  e s t a t e
Shop at home or cottage for a full line of 

window blinds or shutters, including:

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
102 Lindgren Road, W., Unit 5, Huntsville

(705) 789.1236 or (800) 561.1351
www.windowquiltmuskoka.com

wqblinds@windowquiltmuskoka.com

Hunter Douglas
Duette Honeycomb 

Shades

Motorized
Sunshades

Window Quilt
Insulating Shades

Exterior
Insulating
Security
Shutters
by Pentagon

kitchen & bath • furniture & cabinetry • murphy beds

Creative Solutions
for Your Home or Cottage

705.448.9610    www.cottagehill.ca 
Showroom 4025 Loop Road, Harcourt, ON 

6 Monica Lane, Bracebridge
705.646.2557

EVERYDAY LOW PRICES

“Your Home and Cottage Mattress Centre”

&

www.mattressesofmuskoka.com

PRESSURE RELIEVING SWEDISH 
MATTRESSES & PILLOWS

DELIVERY, DISPOSAL & SETUP AVAILABLE

AUTHORIZED
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TTossing and turning all night? It may be 
time to trade in your mattress. After all, 
if you spend six-to-eight  hours on it every 
night, it’s the most important investment 
piece in your home!

Most people replace their mattresses about every 10 to 12 years, says 
Dave Friesema, Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer at 
Sleep Country Canada, but you should start re-evaluating your sleeping 
situation after about eight years.

When you’re ready to invest in a new bed, Friesema says choosing the 
right mattress begins before you even enter a store.

BEFORE YOU GO
Set aside some time to go shopping for your new mattress. It shouldn’t 

take all day, but you don’t want to be rushed, either. Allow enough time 
to talk with a salesperson and try out a number of mattresses for at least 
a few minutes each.

Friesema also recommends wearing comfortable clothes. It’s pretty 
hard to effectively test mattresses in a skirt and high heels!

WHEN YOU ARRIVE
Once you arrive at the mattress store, it’s okay to take a look around 

on your own but a salesperson can be really helpful here. Friesema says 
staff should ask shoppers lots of questions to help them find the right 
mattress. Do you have any regular aches and pains? Special needs? These 
are the kinds of things your sales representative will want to know to be 
able to accommodate you and find something comfortable. Don’t be afraid 
to ask your own questions, too.

FINDING THE RIGHT COMFORT
Most people know whether they like a soft or firm bed. This is 

important, especially depending on your sleep style. Do you sleep on your 
back, side or stomach? What about your partner?

This is where you can start trying some beds for comfort. When you 
try one out, make sure to lie the same way you normally sleep. There’s no 
point determining if a bed is comfortable when you’re on your back if you 
always sleep on your side.

NARROWING DOWN THE DETAILS
Once you’ve established what type and level of cushiness you like, it’s 

important to explore a range of different mattresses with various features.
Do you sleep very hot? Friesema says there are mattresses that mitigate 

that. Does your partner toss and turn all night? Look for a mattress that 
curbs movement across the whole bed so you can still sleep soundly.

COMPLEMENT YOUR MATTRESS
According to Friesema, choosing the right pillow is just as important 

to a good night’s sleep as choosing a great mattress.
Once you’ve found a bed that feels right to you, find a pillow that 

matches the bed. 
“A mattress is just a mattress, but a mattress and a pillow are a sleep 

system,” says Friesema. “When you’re sleeping on your side, the gap between 
your shoulder and head is bigger than when you sleep on your back, so you 
need a different pillow.” Both pieces need to jive together and work for you, so 
explore all your options in terms of size, shape, density and material. 

WHAT IF YOU CHOOSE THE WRONG ONE?
Most mattress retailers have exchange policies, but be sure to ask at 

your preferred store. Often, if you choose a mattress you think is just the 
right fit, but after a couple of weeks you still find yourself counting sheep 
and waking up with aches and pains, you can go back and exchange your 
mattress for something more suitable. 

While Friesema says this doesn’t happen too often, it does happen. 
“Then we can ask, ‘what was wrong with the bed the first time?’ and 
choose a mattress that solves that problem,” he says. OH

online Size matters. Visit www.ourhomesmagazine.com/mattresses 
for our guide to mattress sizes.

BY  ADR I ENNE  BROWN //  I L LUSTRAT ION  BY  SHE I LA  BR I TTON

HOW TO CHOOSEa mattress

h o m e  f u r n i s h i n g s OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

NORTHERN LIVING KITCHEN & BATH 
Northern Living Kitchen & Bath is proud to serve Parry Sound, 

Muskoka and Georgian Bay. We offer creative design, high quality 
products and expert installation for every room in your home or 
cottage. From rustic distressed alder wood, to high gloss colours, we 

can offer cabinetry for 
every décor. Don’t think 
anything can be done 
with your kitchen? Call 
and speak to one of our 
design professionals 
today and schedule a no 
obligation consultation 
and watch what our 
creative minds can 
accomplish. Not sure 

who to trust with your renovation? Let Northern Living’s renovation 
team carefully handle the task of your kitchen or bathroom renovation. 

Planning your project is an exciting process. Building functionality into 
your new space in invaluable… a pretty room is nice to look at, but a well 
designed space is priceless and something you will appreciate every single 
day. The appeal of a room created for its style only, quickly fades if the 
functional details have not been well planned. Style and substance, together 
at last! With over 25 years of experience let the team from Northern Living 
Kitchen & Bath help make your space one you’ll cherish for years to come.

Don't take our word for it, seeing is believing! Visit our showroom to 
see our vast array of materials and finishes in cabinetry, countertops, 
sinks and taps, tubs, hardware and our select collection of tile, stone and 
wide plank hardwood flooring.
6 Designer's Lane, Parry Sound
705.746.8686 • www.northernliving.ca (Please see ad on page 9)

CREATIVE SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR HOME OR COTTAGE 
At Cottage Hill Furniture & Cabinets we specialize in kitchens, 

bathroom vanities, entertainment units, Murphy beds and custom 
cabinetry. We offer you creative solutions for your home or cottage.

Kitchens are a big part of your daily living and we will make 
sure to incorporate your lifestyle as we develop the design of your 
kitchen. From spending time cooking while the kids do homework, to 

entertaining and being social with 
friends, it’s important to have a 
kitchen that will suit you and your 
family’s needs. Custom does not 
mean expensive. Our prices are 
comparable to “stock” kitchens of 
the same quality, but built to what 

your specific needs are. The personalized design approach we use is not 
governed by a computer program and its pre-conceived notion of what 
you need. It’s governed by you, the customer. 

Need that extra sleeping space but don’t want to give up your home 
office, sewing room or rec room? We can design and build your Murphy 
Bed in an endless array of styles, colours and configurations. Space is a 
major factor when determining the configuration that will work best for 
you as well as what storage you need.

Willy is a graduate of the Ontario College of Art and Design and is a 
Master Cabinetmaker. He will ensure your needs are met and designed 
according to your lifestyle and space. 

Give us a call. You can be sure you will receive quality craftsmanship 
and design solutions rarely seen today.

We truly are unique!
Visit our showroom at 4025 Loop Rd, Harcourt or our website 
www.cottagehill.ca. at 705.448.9610 (Please see ad on page 76)

GREYSTONE PROJECT MANAGEMENT INC.
At Greystone, we are dedicated to our core values:  
• Respect for architectural design 
• Respect for our clients and the professionals we work with 
• Respect for quality workmanship and the skills of individuals 
• Respect for self, family and the community  
Greystone has grown within Muskoka to serve primarily as a design-

build company that works closely with clients to understand the needs 
of their business and their vision 
for their projects. Using creative 
solutions, efficient designs and 
quality materials and workmanship, we have been extremely successful 
in matching our clients’ desires with their financial targets. Today's 
customers expect a quality product, energy conservation, and maximizing 
operational efficiency with logical designs that create an environment 
that represents their company and employees with pride.  

Greystone works with architects and engineers to use environmentally 
sound materials and effective heating systems to qualify in the 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) graduated 
certification program on many projects. Our current project with the 
Trillium Lakelands District School Board is being constructed to qualify 
for LEED – Silver Level, which will allow the school board to minimize life 
cycle operating costs for its new administration building.  

 Commercial construction in Muskoka involves recognizing our 
environment and specializing in bringing the best materials together to 
match our surroundings. We construct quality buildings that represent 
not only our clients, but the traditional architectural details of Muskoka 
that say we are proud of our region and want to maintain this image 
for years to come. Greystone will be part of that future through our 
customers' buildings. We take pride in every project as we continue to 
be a part of “Building Muskoka.”    
Greystone Project Management Inc.
greystone@greystoneconstruction.ca
705.789.1418 • www.greystoneconstruction.ca
(Please see ad on page 73)

FRENCH'S FINE HOMES
Come to our model home in Huntsville, and you will see a fine 

example of life in the suburbs. Our transitional décor features those 
products that customer ask for most often when building in town.

C o m e  t o  o u r 
m o d e l  h o m e  i n 
Bracebridge, and you 
will see an equally 
fine example of life at the cottage. Our rustic décor draws from the 
expectations of cottagers we’ve built for in the last couple of years.

Both model homes are great places to see how we build. Both are 
registered R2000 homes, and here we can show you the advantage of 
a double core HRV, and the latest in furnace technology.

While you’re there, experience the heated floor in the ensuite, 
and the whole home sound system. Look for the cabinet features 
in each model and ask about the countertops. Study our floor joist 
system – ask why we promise a silent floor. See how we finish the 
entry to the tiled showers, and compare the linear shower drain in 
Bracebridge to the traditional drain in Huntsville. Open the closets; 
check the furnace filter; stand under the shower heads. Go outside to 
see the stonework; the J-blocks behind each fixture and outdoor tap; 
the fully vented soffit details.

We build model homes so that you can see first how we construct 
a French’s Fine Home – and Cottage. 
705.385.2311 • www.homesmuskoka.com
(Please see ad on page 69)

>> SOURCE IT
A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  

NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN
MUSKOKA AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

Continued on page 81
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f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

freshWINTER

BY  HEATHER  COOK  &  MELAN I E  MACLEOD -VALL INS  
  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

FFresh flowers are not just for spring or summer, 
they can bring life into your home all year long. 

Continued on page 82
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CERTIFIED HOME AUTOMATION &  
CONTROL SPECIALISTS

COMPLETE RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

705.375.5307

WWW.SIFFTELECTRIC.COM

AUDIO/VIDEO LIGHTING CONTROL

GENERATORS LANDSCAPE LIGHTING

™ Home & Garden Accents 

Handcrafted Pine

Gifts For All Occasions

Unusual Artisan Pieces
from across Canada

3 Manitoba Street • Bracebridge
705-645-2810 • www.cornercabinet.ca

◆ Staffed by I.S.A. Certified Arborists
◆ Guided by the Bartlett Tree Research Laboratories
◆ Natural-based Organic services

Pruning, Fertilization, Pest & Disease ManageMent, reMoval
Residential & CommeRCial

300 Fraserburg Road, Bracebridge, ontario
(705) 646-8733 | www.bartlett.com

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

GRAVENHURST PLUMBING, HEATING & ELECTRIC
The Duncan family (feature article on page 48 of this 

OUR HOMES issue) chose the most efficient heating system 
combination for Muskoka. The 
combination of radiant in-floor 
heating and geothermal does 
combine to provide the most 
comfortable and efficient 
heating system. We extract 4 
units of energy from the ground or lake for every unit we spend, 
this is the big efficiency in geothermal. Four dollars of heat from 
one dollar spent! 

Radiant in-floor is more comfortable than traditional forced (or 
scorched air!) air systems because the heat comes from under your 
feet and radiates up. With a “scorched air” system, the heat is up at 
the ceiling after leaving the floor vent, heat rises. So with radiant 
in-floor, you can turn down the thermostat and feel great.

The initial outlay is a little more; however the payback can be 
in five to seven years. Try to get that at the bank!

Geothermal equipment lasts longer, this has been proven. The 
equipment is easier to maintain while humidity and indoor air 
quality is much better.

A properly designed, installed and maintained system is 
essential, as with any HVAC system.

Visit my blog, Chips Tips, at www.gravenhurstplumbing.com 
for more information. Feel free to contact me with questions.
Chip Loughead • 705.687.3402 Ext 7
chip@gravenhurstplumbing.com (Please see ad on page 57)

>> SOURCE IT
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Take a cue from the colours outdoors… 

fluffy white snow and seasonal greenery, and add a pop of something bold 
that suits your décor. Let these beautiful arrangements inspire you. OH

f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

In the Vi l lage of Rosseau   
705•732•4040  www.h i l l topinter ior s .com

Your home. Your life. Your style.

Winter. A perfect opportunity to surround
your family with cozy comforts.

Visit our irresistible store in Rosseau and 
take advantage of seasonal styles in furniture, accessories 

and art.  And while there, stimulate your creativity with 
our comforting design expertise.

There’s never been a better time for value.
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• Five spacious floor plan options available
ranging from 660 sq. ft. to 1,185 sq. ft.

• One, two and three bedroom configurations
• Master bedrooms with ensuite & walk in closets

• Six appliances
• Laundry rooms in each unit
• Covered balconies or terraces
• Elevator access

• Underground Parking
• Storage units
• Air Conditioning

It’s all about finding a balance in your life – a balance between work and play, family and fun.
Whether you’re looking for a more relaxed way of living or a second home in cottage country, Silver Birch
Condominiums is an affordable worry-free solution that gives you balance. Nestled in a park-like setting
steps from the Seguin River – Silver Birch Condominiums is the solution that lets you have it all.

Silver Birch Condominiums, Parry Sound’s most affordable and energy efficient new housing development,
features a selection of high quality standard amenities included in the price, some of which include:

Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Illustrations are Architect's concept only. E. & O.E.

Parry Sound Area
Chamber of Commerce
2011 BUSINESS OF THE YEAR705-746-5465

silverbirchcondos.ca

Visit our Sales Office at 92 James Street
in downtown Parry Sound for more
information or to schedule a tour.

RELAXED LIVING AND THE LIFESTYLE
OF YOUR DREAMS STARTS AT $159,000

P A R R Y S O U N D
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