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The Ionic portico originally belonging to the Ploutonion was investigated as part
of the research activities of the Italian Archaeological Mission in Hierapolis of Phry-
gia, headed by Francesco D’Andria. This paper will present a summary of the mate-
rials pertaining to the monument and a preliminary reconstruction of the elevation, the
layout and the functions of the building 1.

The Ploutonion

The area of the Ploutonion, situated in the heart of the city of Hierapolis, is high-
ly stratified, reflecting the considerable continuity of occupation from the Hellenistic
age up until the seljuq period. The construction of the buildings was conditioned by
the presence of the seismic fault, from which thermal waters flow constantly, along with
gases rich in carbon dioxide. From the city’s very beginnings, these phenomena were
associated with supernatural forces in the subsoil 2 (Pl. 31, 1). 

The earliest construction in the area took place around the 2nd century BC, when
the temenos wall was built (Us197). In the Augustan and Julio-Claudian ages the sanc-
tuary was refurbished and given a new monumental character: the rock face was giv-
en a travertine façade with Ionic half-columns, over which ran an inscription with a
dedication to Pluto and Kore. In the centre was an arched opening allowing access to
the sacred cave, while in front of it was a marble Tholos 3. The façade was surmount-
ed by a Π-shaped theatron, above which was the Ionic portico with a central avant-corps.
The mid and late Imperial period saw restoration and maintenance measures, which
also affected the Ionic portico. In the Byzantine period, the sanctuary was obliterat-
ed, with the demolition of numerous buildings and the construction of the imposing
wall A, which hid the ancient sacred façade from view 4. 

The architectural blocks of the Ionic portico: the contexts of discovery

The architectural blocks attributable to the Ionic portico were all discovered in sec-
ondary contexts in the area of the Ploutonion. The diachronic analysis of the various
contexts of discovery makes it possible to reconstruct the processes and the timing with
which the blocks were reused. Indeed, from the distribution of the elements in the strati-
graphic units, it is seen that they were partly reused or scattered in the area and part-
ly demolished systematically in order to provide material for walling off the ancient
sanctuary.

In the proto-Byzantine period there was extensive use of materials taken from the
portico. some frieze-architraves were used as blocks to build wall A; they are visible
in the eastern facing of the wall. Other blocks were reused in secondary structures in
the north sector of the Ploutonion. The largest group was found among the materials
discovered at the level of the ground in front of the cave (Us277), which had been
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ABsTrACT - A large quantity of architectural materials attributable to an Ionic portico were recently discovered in the Ploutonion of
Hierapolis, a sanctuary dedicated to Pluto and Kore built over a sacred cave from which poisonous gases were emitted. The blocks
included a frieze-architrave with a dedicatory inscription to the emperor nero, which enables us to date the construction with
certainty. The detailed study of the blocks has made it possible to formulate a hypothetical reconstruction of the layout and elevation
of the monument: the portico stood at the top of the ritual theatron of the Ploutonion and had a protruding central section raised on
a podium. The stoa can thus be interpreted as a sort of porticus in summa cavea, while the central aedicula can be identified as the
naos of the sanctuary, where the cult statues of Pluto and Kore were originally positioned.
KeYwOrDs: Hierapolis, Ploutonion, Ionic portico, dedicatory inscription, nero.

THe IOnIC POrTICO OF THe PLOUTOnIOn
In HIerAPOLIs OF PHrYGIA

Sara Bozza

1 I wish to thank Francesco
D’Andria for giving me the op-
portunity to study this monument;
Pio Panarelli for sharing with  me
the excavation documentation and
repeatedly discussing it in detail;
Francesco Guizzi and Alister Fil-
ippini for their continuous support
and numerous suggestions in the
study of the epigraph; Massimo
Limoncelli for his virtual recon-
structions of the monument. 

2 For the chronological phases of
the Ploutonion, see D’AnDrIA 2013;
PAnAreLLI 2016; D’AnDrIA, Is-
MAeLLI, PAnAreLLI in this volume
(365-372).

3 For the chronology of the
temenos wall, see PAnAreLLI 2015,
132-133; the date of the Ionic cap-
itals of the façade, IsMAeLLI 2013b,
203-204, fig. 41; on the Tholos, Is-
MAeLLI 2013b, 200-204; IsMAeLLI
2016b.

4 A detailed description of the
Ploutonion’s late-Antique and pro-
to-Byzantine phase in PAnAreLLI
forthcoming. 
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5 On the dumping of material in
front of the façade, see PAnAreLLI
forthcoming. The spring water lev-
el today is higher than in Antiqui-
ty; for this reason, Us277 was par-
tially submerged and the presence
of water caused the formation of
calcareous encrustations and a pe-
culiar black crust on the blocks due
to the presence of Mn oxides, as
shown by the archaeometric analy-
ses (VeTTOrI ET ALII in this volume,
557-574). On the water level in-
crease, attested in the Ploutonion
and in other roman-era monu-
ments, such as the Civil Agora, see
D’AnDrIA 2013, 187-188. 

6 On the “Greek type” of Attic
base, different from the “roman
type”, common in rome and in the
western provinces, see sHOe
MerITT 1969. 

7 no pillar shafts attributable to
the Ionic portico have yet been
found.

8 PCol5, PCol9, PCol10,
PCol12. 

9 PCol4, PCol8, PCol11,
PCol16, PCol19.

10 However, there are no holes
on the upper face of PCol4 and
PCol16. 

11 The diameter measured just
above the lower cavetto is consid-
ered as the module for the succes-
sive architectural reconstruction, ac-
cording to GrOs 1990, 204-206;
GrOs 1997, 434-435.

12 Height measured between the
lower and upper faces of the capi-
tals. 

13 regarding the front face, the

dumped there in the first half
of the 6th century AD (Fig. 1).
Above this layer was a suc-
cession of others (UUss180,
148, 169), also dumped in the
proto-Byzantine period in or-
der to fill the space between
the façade and wall A, reach-
ing the level of the first row of
seating of the theatron and de-
finitively obscuring the view
of the gateway to the Under-
world 5. 

The architectural blocks of
the Ionic portico continued to

be reused over the centuries, as shown by the materials employed in middle Byzan-
tine (9th-10th centuries AD) and seljuq (12th-14th centuries AD) structures. 

The architectural blocks of the Ionic portico: description 

Bases
Four Attic column bases and one pillar base are conserved, 25 cm high on average,

with the plinths about 70 cm wide (Fig. 2). The profile of the bases, with tori that are
semicircular in cross-section, are of a type that was common in the Greek world, with
the maximum protrusion of the upper torus vertically aligned with the fillet crowning
the scotia 6. On both their upper and lower faces, the bases have paired holes for dow-
els used in the assembly. The only block distinct from the others is pillar base PB5,
whose lateral face has been left unfinished, with mouldings only roughly sculpted (from
the bottom, a vertical band, an oblique band and another vertical band).

Column drums 7

The column shafts were composed of drums (Fig. 2). Twenty five pieces are con-
served, of which four are recognisable as lower drums 8 and five as upper drums 9. On
the lower face of the lower drums (average diameter 51 cm) and the upper face of the
upper drums (average diameter 45.5 cm) there are paired dowel holes 10. At the bot-
tom of the shaft was an astragal crowned by a fillet, which was followed by a cavet-
to, while the same sequence is repeated in reverse at the top of the shaft. The average
diameter measured just above the lower cavetto is about 48 cm 11. Also conserved are
several fragmentary blocks that show the use of dowels for vertically aligning and as-
sembling the column drums. Drum PCol24 bears a long carved honorary dedication
(see below). 

Capitals 
Of the Ionic capitals (Fig. 3), ten specimens remain (nine of columns, one of a pil-

lar), to which may be added six small fragments of volutes. The capitals are on aver-
age 17.5 cm high 12. On the lower face, with an average diameter of 50.5 cm, there are
no recesses for dowels. The echinus 13 is 10 cm high on average and is decorated with
an Ionic kyma composed of three whole eggs and, at the sides, another two, only par-
tially visible. The eggs, elongated and slightly pointed, are surrounded by a deep in-
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1. - Dumped blocks emerging in front of the Ploutonion’s façade during excavation (photo P.
Panarelli).
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cision; the frames of the eggs,
rounded in cross-section, are
curved at the bottom where
they are connected to the tip of
the egg by a small bridge. The
eggs alternate with tongues
with slightly rounded points.
The semi-palmettes on the
sides of the echinus are com-

posed of three lobes. The volutes have a concave channel bordered by a flat
fillet, and the eye of the volute is a smooth disc. The abacus, on average 3.5
cm high, has a profile varying from a simple ovolo to a kyma reversa. In some
capitals, the upper face, with sides of about 56.5 cm, has dowel holes for at-
taching the piece to the entablature 14. The decoration of the pulvinus is char-
acterised by a variety of schemes, which always use acanthus and water leaves,
arranged horizontally or vertically, associated with a balteus also decorated with
acanthus leaves, undulating scroll or running dog motifs 15.

Two blocks are distinct from the others: PCa2, a corner column capital (Fig.
3), and PCa4, a pillar capital and upper drum carved from the same block. 

Frieze-architraves
There are thirty pieces belonging to the series of frieze-architraves. The

blocks that are still intact (or have been reconstructed from fragments to their
original size), on average 51.5 cm high, are of slightly different lengths, in-
dicating non-identical intercolumniations. Blocks PFA2, PFA6-PFA8 16,
PFA11, PFA12 and PFA14 respectively measure 216 cm, 214 cm, 208 cm, 219
cm and 215 cm. The frieze-architraves are all straight, except for some that
form corners (external corners: PFA10, PFA11, PFA12, PFA14, PFA20; internal
corners: PFA2, PFA24).

The lower faces, from 40.5 to 42 cm thick, are decorated in the centre by
a recessed band, 9 cm wide, consisting of two plain facing kymatia. near the
two lateral margins are holes for dowels. The front face has an architrave with
three plain, increasingly protruding bands, from the bottom 5, 6.5 and 8 cm
high. The architrave is crowned by a sequence of plain mouldings: an astra-
gal, an ovolo and a cavetto, followed by a vertical fillet. Above this is the frieze,
15-17 cm high, with a smooth surface and a straight profile terminating in a
cavetto and a fillet, crowned by an astragal and an ovolo. some blocks show
part of a dedicatory epigraph (for the text, see below), at about 5 cm from the
base of the frieze, with letters 6 cm high (PFA9, PFA11, PFA12, PFA13, PFA14,
PFA15, PFA16, PFA17, PFA18, PFA24, PFA25) (Fig. 4). 

Ionic capitals may be assigned to the C3a type described by BinGöL 1980, 33-34: “Kapi-
telle mit horizontalem, fünfgliedrigem Kymation; unverzierter Typus; unverzierter Abakus,
ungesäumte Volute, ohne Säulenschaft”. 

14 PCa2, PCa9, PCa10. 
15 For a pulvinus-based classification of Ionic capitals, see BinGöL 1980, 78-131. All Ion-

ic capitals of the portico of the Ploutonion have baltei (BinGöL 1980, 55, type 1, “Polster
mit Balteus”).

16 The original size has been reconstructed from the two matching fragments PFA6 and
PFA8.

2. - Column base PB1 (a); column drum PCol1 (b).

3. - Column corner capital PCa2. 
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17 PFA9, PFA10, PFA12,
PFA15, PFA16, PFA23, PFA24,
PFA25.

18 PFA1, PFA2, PFA3, PFA4,
PFA5, PFA6-PFA8, PFA7, PFA26,
PFA30.

19 A further variant (PFA13,
PFA19) has a two-band architrave
(7.5-8 cm and 11 cm high),
crowned by an astragal, a kyma rec-
ta and a vertical fillet, and a frieze
with a rough surface, 20 cm high,
without L-shaped cramp holes. 

20 PFA11, PFA14.

The upper face, on average 52.5 cm thick,
has one or more holes for Π-shaped cramps on
the two lateral margins. There are also notches
used for sliding the cornices into position on
top of them.

On the back of the frieze-architraves, vari-
ous solutions are recorded, all of which include
recesses for wooden beams. The different
frieze-architraves are believed to have been in-
stalled in different positions inside the monu-
ment (Fig. 5): 

- Type 1 17. On the back of the block is an architrave with three bands (from the bot-
tom, about 5, 7 and 8 cm high), crowned by an astragal, a kyma recta and a vertical
fillet. This is followed by the frieze, about 20.5 cm high, finely worked with a point
chisel. 

-Type 2 18. On the back of the block is a two-band architrave (about 8.5 and 11.5
cm high, from the bottom), without mouldings at the top. The frieze, from 29.5 to 33
cm high, has recesses for L-shaped metal cramps, arranged at a height of about 10
cm. This unusual solution seems to be the result of structural modifications that were
applied to the frieze-architrave elements in a phase subsequent to the original proj-
ect 19.

- Type 3 20. The block has two front faces: the rear face has the same arrangement
as the front face, except for the substitution of the ovolo-cavetto sequence at the top
of the architrave with a kyma recta. The moulding that crowns the rear frieze, only par-
tially conserved, is perhaps rendered with a more simple profile. Although they are dou-
ble-faced, these two blocks have recesses for beams, perhaps indicating a change of
mind regarding the collocation of the pieces after production had begun.
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5. - The three types of frieze-architrave (cross-sections).

4. - Inscribed frieze-architraves of the Ionic portico.
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Cornices 
Including both intact and fragmentary specimens,

twenty six cornices are conserved (Fig. 6). The blocks
vary in length from 54 to 149.5 cm and are 29.5 cm high.
The lower face is on average 64.5 cm thick. The front
face of the cornice is arranged, from the bottom, as fol-
lows: dentils; a plain kyma reversa and soffit; geison
with a vertical profile; a plain oblique fillet; the sima is
a kyma recta, crowned by a vertical or slightly sloping
fillet. The sima has lion-head water-spouts, only part-
ly serving to drain rainwater. On average the upper face
of the cornices is 91.5 cm thick. Arranged along the lat-
eral margins are recesses for Π-shaped cramps for at-
taching the cornices to adjacent blocks. In the front part
of the upper face is a channel for draining rainwater.

Lastly, near the rear edge are recesses for oblique beams, all quadrangular in shape but
with varying proportions and depths.

In addition to the straight blocks, three cornices have been identified as belonging
to corners. PC17 belongs to an internal corner, while PC5 and PC12 must be interpreted
as two cornices that were originally intended to be straight pieces but were later mod-
ified so as to be used for an external corner (Fig. 6). Indeed, on the upper face of the
two cornices, the channel draining rainwater runs along the front until it reaches the
edge of the lateral face. This is characterised by a rather rough finish in which the nor-
mal sequence is replaced by a series of simplified mouldings worked with a point chis-
el (from the bottom: a vertical band, a slightly oblique soffit, a high oblique band and
a vertical band) 21. 

The dedicatory epigraph of the Ionic portico 22

Of fundamental importance to the reconstruction of the portico is the dedicatory
epigraph on the frieze, the conserved portions of which make it possible to establish
certain essential points 23. The dedication is addressed to the emperor nero and the
Demos of Hierapolis (blocks PFA11, PFA12, PFA9-PFA15), with the original text recit-
ing as follows: Νέρωνι Κλαυδίωι [θεοῦ Κλαυδίου υἱῶι] 24 Καίσαρι Σεβαστῶ[ι
Γερμανικῶ]ι και ̀τῶι δήμωι [---]. no reference to the divinity to whom the building was
perhaps dedicated (Pluto and Kore, as in the inscription on the façade of the Plouto-
nion? 25) has yet been found. 

while the text concerning the object of the dedication has been entirely lost, part
of the reference to the magistrates is conserved. One interesting hypothesis associates
the praenomen Kointos present on frieze-architrave PFA13 with blocks PFA24 and
PFA25, interpretable as belonging to a single broken element of which the central por-
tion is missing (Fig. 7). This would yield the text Κοΐντο[υ Μαρκίου] Βαρέ[α
Σ]ωρα[νοῦ], i.e. the complete name of the proconsul of Asia Quintus Marcius Barea
soranus, consul suffectus in AD 52, cited by numerous literary sources, whose provin-
cial mandate has been variously dated to between AD 61 and 63 26. Another clue is pro-
vided by block PFA14, which bears the text [---]ι ἀντιστρατηγ[---], corresponding to
a part of the formula presbeutes kai antistrategos, indicating the office of the legatus
pro praetore of the proconsul, whose name however cannot be reconstructed. 

Despite the highly fragmentary nature of the epigraphical text, this preliminary

21 This alteration of the cornice
seems to be similar to that seen in
pillar base PB5. They indicate
modifications occurred during the
restoration of the portico, see below,
378-379. 

22 The analysis of the inscribed
blocks and the formation of the first
hypotheses on the text were con-
ducted in collaboration with
epigraphists Tullia ritti, Francesco
Guizzi, Alister Filippini and
Michela nocita. 

23 The first comment on the epi-
graph of the neronian portico is in
GUIzzI, nOCITA 2015, 33-34, fig. 3. 

24 The insertion of the Imperial
filiation between Νέρωνι Κλαυδίωι
(PFA11) and Καίσαρι Σεβαστῶ[ι]
(PFA12) is due to the unaligned po-
sition of the cramp holes on the
blocks’ lateral sides, indicating that
they were not adjacent. For an in-
teresting example of neronian Im-
perial titles including the filiation,
see the epigraph of Patara’s light-
house, dated to AD 64-65: işKAn-
IşIK, eCK, enGeLMAnn 2008; şAHin
2008; şAHin 2009, 343, fig. 2.

25 The façade’s dedicatory in-
scription is discussed in D’An-
DrIA 2013, 173.

26 On the literary sources con-
cerning Barea soranus and the
question of his identity, full name,
and the date of his Asiatic office, see
wADDInGTOn 1872, 134-135, no.
89; RE III, 12-13; PIR2 no. B55;
VOGeL-weIDeMAnn 1982, 429-
438, no. 60; THOMAssOn 1984,
214, no. 26:55. I want to thank Al-
ister Filippini for his useful bibli-
ographical suggestions.

6. - Cornices PC2 (a) and PC5 (b).
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27 regarding the earthquake oc-
curred in AD 60, Tacitus refers that
Laodikeia recovered without Im-
perial financial support. However
he does not clarify the situation in
Hierapolis (TAC., Ann., XIV, 27).

28 exemplary here is the ap-
proximate correspondence between
the upper diameter of the column
(43-44 cm) and the average thick-
ness of the frieze-architraves’ low-
er face (40.5-42 cm). This corre-
spondence was necessary to prevent
the entablature from weighing on
the protruding parts of the col-
umn, according to the principle of
firmitas (VITr. III, 5, 9).

29 PCol1, PCol2, PCol3, PCol8,
PCol9, PCol10, PCol12, PCol13,
PCol14, PCol17, PCol19, PCol22,
PCol23, PCol24.

30 PCol2, PCol4, PCol6, PCol7,
PCol11, PCol15, PCol18.

31 PCa2, PCa9, PCa10. 
32 PCa1, PCa3, PCa4, PCa5,

PCa6, PCa7, PCa8.

analysis makes it possible not only to date the construction of the Ionic portico to the
reign of nero, but also to narrow this date to the years AD 61-63, a significant moment
since it comes immediately after the earthquake that struck Hierapolis in AD 60. It is
plausible that this building was part of a broader programme of measures linked to the
reconstruction of the city in the wake of the earthquake of AD 60 27. 

Dimensions and assembly of the architectural elements

In terms of dimensions, the elements are clearly consistent 28, but the situation proves
to be more complex regarding the presence of holes for vertical dowels and the meth-
ods of assembling the blocks. 

The Attic bases were attached to the underlying stylobate by means of two verti-
cal dowels, as shown by the presence of holes on the lower face. On the bases stood
the columns, which were also attached by means of dowels. In contrast, the connec-
tions between the column drums often appear to be the result of a restoration of the
building, which required a second assembly of the elements. Indeed, some blocks show,
on the lower or upper face, only one pair of dowel holes 29, while others have two dis-
tinct series on the same face, corresponding to two separate assembly operations 30. In
one case (PCol5), the two series even correspond to two different orientations of the
block (two recesses for dowels with lead-channels and two without channels) (Fig. 8). 

The traces of the assembly process on the capitals also attest to a restoration phase.
Indeed, in some cases it is possible to distinguish capitals from the original building
site, which have recesses for dowels on the upper face 31, from others that belong to
subsequent work 32. In this restoration phase, many damaged elements were replaced
with new pieces which, due to limited time and resources, were not attached with dow-
els. In contrast, the frieze-architraves all seem to belong to the original phase, as shown
by the presence of holes for dowels on the lower faces. 

regarding the assembly of the cornices, they were simply placed on top of the frieze-
architraves, without the use of metal dowel rods. Their stability was however guaranteed
by the presence of Π-shaped cramps which held them together. 

To summarise, the elements of the portico of the Ploutonion are characterised by
complete consistency in terms of size, although they bear traces of a restoration of the

7. - Blocks PFA24 and PFA25.

Sara Bozza
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building. This is also shown by the distribution of ma-
son’s marks on the blocks. Indeed, on the basis of their
reciprocal associations and the differences in the shape
of the marks, the alphabetic letters on the column
drums seem to have been carved in several different
phases 33. Lastly, the inscription carved on drum PCol24
belongs to the restoration phase: it refers to the refur-
bishment of the stoa with the naos 34.

Reconstruction of the architectural order

As we have seen, the recomposition of the columns
of the portico is complicated by the presence of multi-
ple series of mason’s marks and recesses for dowels be-
longing to different building phases. In addition, the rel-
ative scarcity and highly fragmentary nature of the con-
served elements make it difficult to identify matching
fragments with certainty, which would help to establish
the original height of the colonnade. A hypothetical re-
construction can however be proposed on the basis of the

norms set out in De Architectura. regarding Ionic porticoes, Vitruvius provides some
simple indications 35: the column shaft must have a height equal to eight and a half di-
ameters, while the base, including the plinth, must be half as high as the diameter. 

Applying these prescriptions to the portico of the Ploutonion gives a shaft height
of 408 cm, multiplying the lower diameter of the column (48 cm) by 8.5 (Fig. 9). To
reconstruct the total height of the building, the hypothetical height of the shaft (408
cm) is added to the average height of the base (25 cm) and the capital (17.5 cm), which
gives a column 450.5 cm high. To this may be added the height of the entablature, i.e.
81 cm (frieze-architrave: 51.5 cm; cornice: 29.5 cm), reaching a total of 531.5 cm, to
which the height of the stylobate (not conserved) would also originally have been added. 

Position of the portico in the Ploutonion and layout of the monument

examination of the conserved architectural blocks, combined with analysis of the
structures discovered inside the sanctuary, enables the hypothetical reconstruction of
the floor plan of the portico. specifically, on the basis of the numerous corner blocks,
which attest to a complex layout, the Ionic portico is believed to have run along the
top of the theatron on three sides (Π-shaped plan), with a central avant-corps. As will
be seen, this reconstruction is supported by the consistency of the corner blocks with
the layout of the structures in the sanctuary.

In the eastern sector of the Ploutonion, the Ionic colonnade is believed to have rest-
ed on structure H, which formed its foundation 36, while the central avant-corps rest-
ed on structure F and was closed at the back by a wall (Us215) 37 (Pl. 31, 1). The back
wall of the ambulacrum was formed by the Hellenistic temenos (Us197), which was
plausibly modified to serve this purpose, at least at the top. The original stylobate and
the paving of the portico, which are believed to have been situated on the same level
as the top of the cavea, are not preserved. Indeed, structure H is only partially conserved
and structure F also appears to be seriously damaged.  

As for the wings of the portico, to the south the colonnade is believed to have turned

The Ionic portico of the Ploutonion in Hierapolis in Phrygia

33 The letters “A” and “Δ” are
carved on column base PB2; “A” is
also found on drums PCol4 (here
together with “Δ” and “H”), PCol6,
PCol15; the letter “B” appears on
at least five column drums, in dif-
ferent sizes and shapes (PCol1,
PCol2, PCol3, PCol13, PCol24);
“Δ” is also carved, alone, on PCol5.
The extremely fragmentary state of
the portico’s blocks does not allow
a detailed reconstruction of the
system of mason’s marks. Multiple
series of dowel holes and alphabetic
marks on the same blocks have al-
ready been analysed in the Gym-
nasium and the Marble stoa in
Hierapolis, see IsMAeLLI 2016a;
IsMAeLLI 2016d.

34 This is a mid-Imperial hon-
orary epigraph mentioning a notable
Hierapolis citizen, who identifies
himself as a priest of Pluto, Kore
and zeus sabazios. A preliminary
comment on this inscription and the
cult of zeus sabazios is in GUIzzI,
nOCITA 2015, 33-35.

35 VITr. V, 9, 4 referring specif-
ically to the porticus post scaenam. 

36 The northern part of structure
H was largely demolished during
the Byzantine era, exposing the pre-
ceding wall Us409. 

37 Both foundation H and struc-
ture F are built with numerous
reused architectural blocks. 

8. - Some examples of the multiple series of mason’s marks and
dowel holes on the upper and lower faces of the column drums. 
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westwards, where structure H turns at a right an-
gle, and continued along structure Us181, which
delimits the back of the cavea of the theatron. On
the north side the colonnade also turned west-
wards, symmetrically, running along structure
Us176, used as a retaining wall for the theatron.
The portico turned again at the western end, which
rested on the thick wall made of large travertine
blocks (Us224). The latter also served as a sup-
port for the brick vault that covered the underly-
ing room Q1. The ambulacrum is therefore be-
lieved to have been delimited on the north side by
a wall built over structure Us304 38. In the south-
ern sector of the sanctuary, only partially exca-
vated, no structures attributable to the western end
of the portico’s south wing have yet been identi-
fied. Hypothetically, it is possible that the back
wall of the ambulacrum was the thick wall
Us664, made of large blocks of travertine, which
perhaps also had openings for communication
with the space behind it. 

At this point it is clear where the colonnade
was positioned inside the Ploutonion. regarding
the arrangement of the epistyle blocks with the
dedicatory epigraph, we can make some obser-
vations. The front of structure F measures about
7 m. It is thus precisely on the central avant-
corps that the four columns must have stood,
forming three interaxes, above which ran the

Imperial dedication: Νέρωνι Κλαυδίωι [θεοῦ Κλαυδίου υἱῶι] Καίσαρι Σεβαστῶ; the
text then continued on the south side of the avant-corps: [ι Γερμανικῶ]ι και ̀τῶι
δήμωι. This arrangement is confirmed by the type of corner joint that characterises
the two frieze-architraves PFA11 and PFA12, and by block PFA9-PFA15, which is
straight 39 (Pl. 31, 2).

Further deductions can be made from block PFA24-PFA25: its right face belongs
to an internal corner, suggesting that the element should fit in the first interaxis of the
south wing of the portico. The name of the proconsul was thus positioned precisely in
the south corner of the colonnade; the first part, Κοΐντο[υ Μαρκίου], was on the east-
ern façade, with block PFA13 on the penultimate interaxis. In contrast, the cognomi-
na were on the southern façade: Βαρέ[α Σ]ωρα[νοῦ] (PFA24-PFA25). The epigraph
is believed to have continued on frieze-architraves that have not been conserved, which
bore the titles of the proconsul (ἀνθυπ́ατος) and the full name of the legatus, ending
with the indication of the titles of the latter, on the portico’s western corner. Indeed,
block PFA14 (ι ἀντιστρατηγ), a corner piece, was positioned on the first interaxis of
the western end of the portico’s south wing 40 (Pl. 32, 1). 

It appears that the part of the inscription regarding the object of the dedication, com-
pletely missing, must have been in the eastern straight sector, south of the central aedic-
ula (a space of four interaxes). This is suggested first by the central positioning of the

380

38 wall Us304 is on a lower lev-
el than the Ionic portico. 

39 PFA11 belongs to Type 3,
while PFA12 belongs to Type 1. It
is important to highlight that PFA11
has recesses for wooden beams on
its rear face, so it does not belong
to an actual double-faced colon-
nade. This peculiar solution might
be connected with the building
process, but at the moment it is not
possible to clarify its specific rea-
son. In any case, the differences be-
tween the two blocks do not seem
to be incompatible with their posi-
tion on the front of the avant-
corps.

40 even in the southern part of
the portico there are some incon-
gruities: PFA13 is a variant of
Type 2, with crowning mouldings
on a two-bands architrave, while
PFA24-PFA25 belongs to Type 1.
At the moment we cannot explain

9. - Restored elevation of the portico according to Vitruvius’ De
Architectura.

Sara Bozza
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dedication to the emperor, which would definitely not have been preceded by the ci-
tation of the citizen donor, and is further confirmed by the fact that the south wing was
occupied by the names of the magistrates, as indicated by the conformation of the frieze-
architrave blocks analysed above.

In support of this ordering of the epigraph on the epistyle, it should be remembered
that internal corner block PFA2 was attached to block FA6-PFA8 (both having Type-
2 backs) (Pl. 32, 2). On the basis of their shape, the two elements should be positioned
on the first two interaxes from the north of the eastern colonnade of the Ionic portico.
They are both without inscriptions and demonstrate, together with other more frag-
mentary but similar Type-2 frieze-architraves 41, that this sector of the monument bore
no epigraph. The dedication therefore began on the central avant-corps 42. 

The roofing of the portico 

On the basis of the data obtained from the structures brought to light in the Plou-
tonion and the architectural elements, it is suggested that the portico originally had a
Π-shaped layout, running along the top of the theatron. The latter consisted of seven
rows of seats (plus the footrest at the bottom) and was plausibly joined to the portico,
at the top, on the eastern side, by means of two small irregularly-shaped flat terraces.
These were triangular to the north of the avant-corps and trapezoid to the south, due
to the different orientation of the structures. In contrast, along the two lateral wings,
the top of the theatron was approximately adjacent to the stylobate of the portico. The
central aedicula, on the same level as the stoa, is believed to have rested on a podium
faced with marble about 2 m high, built over the third row of seats of the cavea, with
the upper levels of the theatron and the two flat terraces on either side. Access to the
avant-corps was possibly from the side at the top of the theatron, or from the back
through a door in the back wall (Us215), whose existence however cannot be confirmed
due to the poor state of conservation of the structures.

The depth of the ambulacrum, which varies on the three sides between 3.5 and 4.5
m 43, appears compatible with a single-pane pitched roof 44. note that this depth is close
to the height of the colonnade (4.5 m), in accordance with what is prescribed for por-
ticoes by Vitruvius in De Architectura 45. The woodwork 46 was composed of horizontal
beams, which fitted into recesses at the extremities of the epistyle blocks at the level
of the frieze, and sloping beams, arranged at closer intervals and lodged in recesses
carved in the upper face of the cornices. The two systems were thus installed on two
different levels 47. In the internal corners, there may have been an extra horizontal beam
on the central axis of the ambulacrum, as already seen in the Doric portico of the sanc-
tuary of Apollo in Hierapolis 48 (Pl. 33, 1).

regarding the sloping beams supporting the roof, in the internal and external cor-
ners, diagonal beams may have been used. no cornices from the original phase cor-
responding to the external corners of the two wings of the portico are preserved. It can
however be hypothesised that a diagonal beam separated the main roof panel from the
hip end, and that smaller beams were attached to this 49. In the internal corners a di-
agonal beam and, on the sides, two straight beams converged between the east colon-
nade and the lateral wings, as suggested by the only internal corner cornice to have sur-
vived, albeit in a fragmentary state (PC17) 50. The corner joints between the avant-corps
and the east colonnade did not require special solutions for the roofing, thanks to the

how the different rear faces were
linked at the corner. PFA14 belongs
to Type 3, thus it can be connected
to the Type 1, as already seen
above (note 39).

41 PFA1, PFA3, PFA4, PFA5,
PFA7, PFA26, PFA30.

42 It might have begun with the
dedication to the emperor on the
front of the avant-corps, or on the
northern side of this aedicula, with
the dedication to the divinities
(which however are not preserved). 

43 The strongest variations in the
ambulacrum’s depth are in the
southern wing (c. 3.5-4 m deep). 

44 On pitched roofs in the stoai,
see COULTOn 1976, 151-152.

45 VITr. V, 9, 4.
46 On the woodwork and roofing

in the stoai, see in general HODGe
1960; COULTOn 1976, 146-167;
HOePFner 1991.

47 This solution is attested in Hi-
erapolis in the Marble stoa, see Is-
MAeLLI 2009, 140-143, fig. 155.

48 In the Doric portico this so-
lution is demonstrated by the pres-
ence of recesses for wooden beams
in the back wall of the southern
colonnade. see IsMAeLLI 2009a, 46-
48, figs. 66-67; the Author cites the
agora of Lyrbe for comparison
(note 156). 

49 The same solution in Hier-
apolis was used in the Marble
stoa, see IsMAeLLI 2009a, 140,
with comparanda. 

50 The diagonal beam in the in-
ner corners finds a parallel in the
portico of the Asklepieion of
Messene, see HAYAsHIDA, YOsHI-
TAKe, ITO 2013, pl. 37a.

The Ionic portico of the Ploutonion in Hierapolis in Phrygia
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presence of wall Us215: the sloping roof is believed to have run continuously behind
the avant-corps, which had a separate roofing system.

For the central aedicula, since the frieze-architrave blocks attributable to its
colonnade, both on the front and on the sides, all have recesses for horizontal beams,
the roofing must have had crossed beams. Although such an arrangement is rarely
seen, it seems particularly suitable for supporting a wooden coffered ceiling 51. The
elements of the supposed ceiling might have been attached to the horizontal beams,
which must have had an interlocking system at the cross-points. However, there re-
mains strong uncertainty regarding the roofing of the avant-corps, which may have
been flat or have had a ridge roof. As a way of emphasising the front of the central
avant-corps, the presence of a pediment appears plausible, but there is no evidence
for this among the conserved materials, which do not include raking cornices or
pieces belonging to a tympanum. 

Use and function of the portico

The neronian portico ran along the top of the ritual theatron of the Ploutonion. Plau-
sibly, it was accessed from outside the sanctuary through the side door in the south-
east corner of the temenos, about 1.30 m wide (Fig. 10). entering through this door,
located immediately behind the south-east corner of the portico’s rear wall, it was prob-
ably possible to turn right and access the ambulacrum. It is not possible to reconstruct
the route with greater precision since the area has not yet been investigated in depth.
In addition, in the opposite northern corner, the presence of Byzantine-era structures
makes it impossible to verify whether the arrangement was symmetrical.  

regarding the function of the monument, the predominant position of the central
avant-corps in the sanctuary is undeniable: as suggested by Francesco D’Andria, it
seems to be interpretable as an unusual naos, a place used to house the cult statue or
statues of the divinities venerated in the Ploutonion. evidence of to this was provid-
ed by the discovery of large fragments of the colossal statue of Hades precisely where
the avant-corps had stood 52 (Pl. 23C, 2). This also seems to be confirmed by the epi-
graphical text carved on column drum PCol24, which refers to the refurbishment of
the naos of Pluto with the stoa (τὸν <ν>αὸν τοῦ Πλούτεος σὺν τῇ στοᾷ) 53. The naos
is therefore mentioned and described as an entity joined to the portico. The naos is a
space closed at the back but open on three sides by means of a colonnade which, by
continuing that of the portico, stresses the indissoluble connection between the two ar-
chitectural entities. It appears entirely natural then that the restorations cited in the in-
scription, documented by a series of mason’s marks and modifications on the blocks,
affected both the structures, and that they were recorded precisely on one of the columns
of the monument.  

Via the nero-era portico it was possible for the faithful to access the theatron. On
a visual level, we can imagine that the route followed by the public who frequented
the building, whether starting from the south or the north, enabled the visitors to see
the sanctuary only gradually. Indeed, outside the sacred area on the east side, the temenos
shielded it from view. On entering, the faithful began to see the structures of the sanc-
tuary, such as the cavea and the Tholos. Only once they had reached the cavea did the
innermost and most sacred area, i.e. the monumental gateway to the Underworld with
the Ionic façade, come into view. The visitors marvelled at the fumes of poisonous gas
and their effects on the sacrificial animals, but also at the majestic grandeur of the cult

51 On crossed-beams woodwork,
see HOePFner 1991, 93, fig. 9e; cf.
also the Portique Coudé in Delos,
FrAIsse LLInAs 1995, fig. 704; the
north-west stoa in Thasos, KOzeLJ,
wUrCH-KOzeLJ 2002. For some ex-
amples of interlocking assembly,
GInOUVès 1985, pl. 16, nos. 12-14.
On coffered ceilings, see GInOUVès
1992, 136-139 (in general); COUL-
TOn 1976, 165-167 (for stoai).

52 Two big fragments of the
statue were reused in a Byzantine
wall directly above structure F.
see D’AnDrIA 2013, 189-190, figs.
31-33; D’AnDrIA 2015a, fig. 12;
PAnAreLLI 2015, 27-28, 144-145,
figs. 13, 152. The statue of Hades
formed a group together with the
statue of Cerberus, found among the
materials dumped in front of the sa-
cred cave; see PAnAreLLI 2015, 38,
fig. 23.

53 GUIzzI, nOCITA 2016, 19. 

Sara Bozza
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The Ionic portico of the Ploutonion in Hierapolis in Phrygia

54 From IsMAeLLI 2009a, 411.
On the Hellenistic principles in
the layout of the sanctuaries and on
the temenos porticos, see COULTOn
1976, 168-170; LAUTer 1999, 96-
108; in general on the peristyle-
type, see VOn HesBerG 1990b;
VOn HesBerG 1994b, 69, 121;
GrOs 1996, 105-132; eMMe 2013.

55 On the ritual theatres, see
nIeLsen 2002 (for Asia Minor es-
pecially 137-142, 260-266);
MOreTTI 2009a. On terrace sanc-
tuaries, steps and theatra, see also
HOLLInsHeAD 2012; bibliography in
IsMAeLLI 2016b, 321, note 1.

56 On the sanctuary of Delos, see
wILL 1985. For a general view of
the sanctuary layout, cf. especial-
ly pls. A, B, C, figs. 49, 49bis. 

57 On the Praeneste sanctuary,
see FAsOLO, GULLInI 1953; COAreL-
LI 1987, 35-84; COAreLLI 2012. On
the republican sanctuaries in
Latium, with specific reference to
the presence of a cultic theatre, see
nIeLsen 2002, 172-196.

58 On the sanctuary of Apollo in
Knidos, already cited for compar-
ison in D’AnDrIA 2013, 193-195,
see BrUns-özGAn 2002, 66-72;
BAnKeL 1989-1990; on the
Aphrodite tholos, see BAnKeL 1997. 

statues inside the central aedicula. The stoa thus had a monumental and symbolic val-
ue, since it enclosed and emphasised the most important nucleus of the sanctuary, but
also served to host the faithful and to provide them with access to the ritual theatron. 

stoai built along the temenos of a sanctuary represent a common architectural type,
especially from the Hellenistic period onwards, and are often seen in visually striking
settings. In Hierapolis, this model was adopted in the poliadic sanctuary of Apollo,
which was restructured in the Julio-Claudian and Flavian periods precisely in accor-
dance with the “compositional principles of axiality, perpendicularity and symmetry,
which had become fundamental requirements in the Hellenistic conception of archi-
tectural design” 54.

In the Ploutonion in that period, although the sacred space was inspired by the same
compositional and aesthetic principles, it was of more modest dimensions. The Ionic
stoa is also connected on a functional level to the theatron, with respect to which it
formed a porticus in summa cavea. The Π-shaped layout should therefore not only be
seen in relation to the Hellenistic temenos, plausibly modified in order to serve as a
back wall, but also to the steps of the theatron, designed to host the faithful. There are
numerous sanctuary contexts, both Greek and roman, which have a ritual theatre and
are linked to particular natural manifestations and to chthonian cults, as in eleusis or
in the sanctuary of Demeter in Pergamon 55. An interesting precedent for the Plouto-
nion of Hierapolis in terms of its similar conception, albeit on a considerably greater
scale, is the sanctuary of the syrian Goddess in Delos, where a Π-shaped portico runs
along the top of the cavea of the theatre, which is semicircular however 56 (Fig. 11).
The neronian portico is also unusual in terms of its position at the top of the cavea of
the aedicula-naos: the architectural solution adopted in Hierapolis constitutes an orig-
inal and more emphatic version of a model of which the best example is the sanctu-
ary of Fortuna Primigenia in Praeneste 57, although it also appears in Asia Minor. The
layout of the Apollo sanctuary in Knidos for example appears to be topographically
very similar to that of the Ploutonion, although the tholos is dedicated to Aphrodite and
not to Apollo, the divinity venerated in front of the theatron 58 (Fig. 12). In the famous

10. - Sketch plan of the Ploutonion, with indication of the hypothetical entrances. 
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59 On the sanctuary of Pessinus,
cf. wAeLKens 1986; DeVreKer,
THOen, VerMeULen 1995; Ver-
LInDe 2015.

60 The theatron of Apollo sanc-
tuary is presented in seMerArO
2014, 22-26; seMerArO 2016.

61 On this building type, see
nIeLsen 2002, 196-204 (with ex-
amples in Italy, Greece and Africa);
GrOs 2009. On the small temple in
summa cavea in the theatre of
Patara, perhaps attributable to the
Imperial cult, cf. PIesKer, GAnzerT
2012, 192, 283-284. 

sanctuary of Pessinus the temple is also above the cavea, al-
though the relative proportions are rather different from those
recorded in Hierapolis 59. In addition, there is also a small the-
atron in the adjacent sanctuary of Apollo in the sector facing
the plateia. Its function in relation to the temple buildings above
it is still being studied however 60.

To summarise, the Ionic portico in Hierapolis is part of the broad and variegated
framework of Hellenistic sanctuary architecture, but it differs in terms of the original
conception of the naos. Its distinctive shape provides a view of the cult statues and high-
lights their imposing presence above the theatron, while at the same time enabling the
divinities to attend the ritual that took place in front of the sacred cave below. This as-
pect also recalls naoi that are not enclosed by a temenos but are positioned at the top
of the cavea of buildings used for spectacles, found both in Italy and in Asia, such as
the theatre of Pompey in rome or the theatre of Patara 61. 

The simultaneous presence of elements recalling various architectural models is not
the only distinctive feature of the neronian building: the original floor plan and its re-
lationship to the other buildings derive from the considerable capacity of the architect
to dynamically adapt the project to the pre-existing structures and use them to the ben-
efit of the new construction, as clearly emerges from an analysis of the northern sec-
tor of the sanctuary, arranged on two levels, and of the eastern back wall, which ex-
ploits the Hellenistic temenos, all contributing to make the Imperial-era Ploutonion a
pluristratified and multifunctional complex. 

11. - General layout of the Syrian Goddess sanctuary in
Delos (after WILL 1985, fig. 49bis).

12. - The altar of Apollo in Knidos, with the tholos dedicated to
Aphrodite above the cultic theatron (after D’ANDRIA 2013, fig. 36).



Pl. 31, 1. hierapolis. General plan of the Ploutonion (after PANArELLI forthcoming, modified).

Pl. 31, 2. hierapolis, Ploutonion. The position of blocks PFA11, PFA12, PFA9-PFA15.



Pl. 32, 1. hierapolis, Ploutonion. The position of the blocks PFA13, PFA24-PFA25, PFA14.

Pl. 32, 2. hierapolis, Ploutonion. The position of blocks PFA2, PFA6-PFA8.



Pl. 33, 2. hierapolis. The Ploutonion during the Neronian era: above the theatron, the Ionic portico and the central aedicula with
hades’ cult statue (M. Limoncelli).

Pl. Pl. 33, 1. hierapolis. sketch plan of the Ploutonion, with indication of the horizontal beams of the Ionic portico. 
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