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ABARTH PUNTO 
BUYERS’ GUIDE

ITALY’S MINI
Innocenti Cooper

MASERATI 150 GT
Mystery prototype

FIAT ABARTH STRADA
40 years celebrated
FERRARI 488 PISTA

Most potent V8 Ferrari ever
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2017 Alfa Romeo Giulia V6 Biturbo Quadrifoglio
The All-New Alfa Romeo Giulia Quadrifoglio represents more than just the

most powerful Alfa Romeo sports car ever created for road use. 
Price: £56,195

2017 Fiat Panda Easy
6382 miles. Practical, versatile an economical. Well specified

Price: £7,995

2015 Fiat 500 Lounge 3dr
20000 miles. Latest spec in Volare Blue. Air conditioning, Bluetooth,

Panoramic roof. Price: £7,995

Alfa Romeo Brera Prodrive S V6
Eibach springs and Bilstein dampers. Pleated leather seats /red stitching and

"S" badging, Remote central locking. 
Price: £9,495







































































to join the national club for those who want to
enjoy more from Alfa Romeo ownership

�  Special Club discounted insurance scheme
�  Award winning, high quality, full colour bi-monthly magazine
�  Active website with members’ forum
�  Club shop for regalia (clothing, mugs, badges, stickers etc.)
�  Area Sections nationwide with local meetings and activities
�  Motorsport events from Sprints for road cars to full race series
�  Access to technical expertise and insurance valuations
�  Model Registers for new and classic Alfa Romeos
�  National events and exhibitions

To join or for further details please visit

www.aroc-uk.com, email manager@aroc-uk.com or call 07753 857029
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The Italian Job
This Italian-built Mini was born as a simple means of
getting around import tariffs – but it was also superior
to the UK-built Mini in many ways
Story by Richard Bremner
Images by Michael Ward
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Motor Corporation (Austin, Austin-Healey, Morris, MG,
Wolseley, Riley and Vanden Plas) was keen to find ways
of exporting more to a Europe fairly well walled with
trade tariffs. The desire for a country to protect its
domestic industry is often the main driver for import
tariffs; indeed these duties and taxes did much to
shape the motor industry during the last century.
They’ve certainly triggered some oddballs, including a
rebodied Ford Anglia in Italy (the Torino) and a South
African-built 3.0-litre V6 Alfa Romeo Alfetta GTV. 

Tariffs have also prompted some popular cars to be
produced in some unusual countries, not least the BMC
Mini: Belgium, Venezuela, South Africa, New Zealand,
Australia and even Chile, where Minis were bodied in
glassfibre to meet a rule insisting that a high
percentage of the car’s weight be locally produced. It
might seem odd that Minis were made in Belgium when
it’s such a short distance away, but such was the
nature of tariffs beyond the Channel. They varied by
country, but were often profit-savagingly hefty – in

T
his story of the ‘Italian Mini’ is more topical
than it might seem, because it illustrates
why Britain was so keen to join the Common
Market during the 1960s/’70s, and why the
UK car industry is now so fearful of Britain

leaving the European Union. But before we get to the
entertaining world of tariffs, customs duties and
import fees – we know you can’t wait – you may be
wondering why a Mini, that most British of objects, is
appearing in a magazine about Italian cars. 

Then again, if you’ve heard of Innocenti, you’ll
probably know why, as it made Minis under licence in
Italy from 1965 to 1976. The content of these cars
increasingly diverged from their UK cousins as they
were developed to suit Italian tastes. These deviations
can get car spotters, me included, quite excited. 

This commercial arrangement came about partly
because the Milanese company (famous for its
Lambretta scooters) wanted to compete in the fast-
growing car market, and partly because the British
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Italian-built Minis were
superior to UK ones in
many ways, like the cabin,
driveshafts and brakes

The most obvious alien element was at the rear, the
boot lid pressing reshaped to take a square
numberplate rather than a rectangular one,
complemented by a tiny one at the front. Less easy to
spot were the reprofiled headlamp bezels, Cooper grille
and tail lamps sourced from Altissimo rather than
Lucas. Inside the central three-dial instrument pack
had a faux wood finish, there were proper interior door
handles rather than the pull-cords of UK Mini Mk1s and
instruments from Veglia or Jaeger. Even the shape of
the chrome instrument bezels differed. Footling stuff
to some, perhaps, but fascinating for enthusiasts,
besides producing a better class of Mini.

Later came opening quarter-lights, side repeaters on
the front wings and bigger, squarer taillights, which
predated the same improvement on UK-built cars. The
Cooper got Rostyle wheels, superior seats and a new,
five-dial instrument pack that was far nicer than BL’s
effort in the contemporary 1275 GT. Even lesser
models got face-level vents and a stylish faux-wood
steering wheel rim with the Mk3 introduced in 1970. 

The pinnacle came with the Mini Cooper 1300,
introduced in 1972. While British Leyland had
dropped the Cooper name in in 1969 because BL
boss Donald Stokes didn’t want to pay royalties to
John Cooper anymore, Innocenti stayed faithful.
More than that, it added equipment while cheese-
paring BL produced the slower, less sophisticated,
bluff-nosed Clubman 1275 GT. 

Apart from using a more robust 1275cc A-Series
engine with 11 cylinder head studs rather than nine, it
came with an oil cooler, a pressurised cooling system
and an alternator. The engine wasn’t quite to Cooper S
spec because it ran a milder camshaft, but it produced
70hp in a car weighing 670kg - enough for some
energetic zest and almost 100mph. The Cooper 1300
also got the same impressive five-dial dashboard,
cloth-faced and more shapely seats, an improved pedal
layout, superior carpets and a two-tone paint finish.

The company also introduced the Mini 1001, a better-
equipped 1.0-litre Mini. By now the range was
sufficiently upmarket and desirable that it began to be
offered alongside UK-built cars in France, Germany and
Benelux. The 1001 Export and Cooper 1300 Export had
slightly better equipment and sported red British
Leyland badges set within a circle of flying arrows to
symbolise their export status. They sold well, and
ought to have embarrassed their British Leyland parent

Germany they were 14.5% at the beginning of the
1960s, rising to 17.5% by 1969, while in Italy and France
it was 19.2% in 1966, and 22% by 1968. Britain had
hoped to join the Common Market in 1963 but was
vetoed by France, making the deal between the British
Motor Corporation and Innocenti announced on 6
August 1959 (just a fortnight before the Mini was
launched) all the more strategically valuable.

Ferdinando Innocenti founded his steel tubing
business in 1931 in Milan, its patented scaffolding
system proving very successful. During WW2 much of
the factory was destroyed and the company used
government grants to move into scooter manufacture.
Lambrettas became almost as well-known in Britain as
they were in Italy, the huge popularity of these buzzing
two-wheelers part of the post-war Italian economic
miracle. Italians soon switched from scooters to cars –
mainly Fiat 500s and 600s – and the canny Ferdinando
was keen to make the same graduation.

The first progeny of his deal with BMC was the
Austin A40, ironically an Italian-styled machine
whose two-box, Pininfarina-sculpted silhouette was
an early, unknowing stab at the supermini revolution
to come. Innocenti would manufacture over 67,000
A40s from 1960 to 1967, supplementing its numbers
with a Ghia restyle of the MG Midget. In 1963 came
the IM3S, a reworked Morris 1100, but it would not be
until 1965 that the Mini was introduced, more than
five years after its UK launch. 

Despite the delay, the Mini would be easily
Innocenti’s biggest seller, around 440,000 having been
sold by the end of 1975. Italian customers were first
offered the basic 850 saloon (labelled Mini Minor) as
well as the Traveller estate (Mini T). The first Cooper
came in 1966, with a 1.0-litre twin-carb engine. These
Minis were largely identical to the home-built variety,
but carried upgrades including the tougher driveshaft
inner joints from the Cooper S, and for all but the
earliest cars, servo-assisted disc front brakes;
Innocenti clearly expected the car to be driven hard. 

The desire to source many components locally saw
many trim parts redesigned to suit Italian tastes.
Innocentis were also slightly more expensive than their
home-grown equivalents, underlining the need to
produce cars of better quality than British Leyland’s
Longbridge and Cowley factories were achieving. Not
hard you might cynically say, although Innocenti
achieved this goal with subtle Italian flourish.
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INNOCENTI MINI COOPER
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not only with their superiority of finish, but also the
fact that unusually for Minis, they were profitable. 

Despite their extra allure, Innocenti Minis are pretty
rare machines in the UK, the extra goodies and glamour
they provide being outweighed, for most enthusiasts,
by the fact that they are all left-hand drive. The Mini
you’re looking at here, then, is quite rare in the UK. It
was opportunistically bought by Alfa specialist Jamie
Porter while in Italy, his thinking being to bring it home,
improve it, and turn himself a profit. The improving
process has occurred, but selling it for a profit has not,
he notes with a rueful smile, because his father-in-law
fancied it, and bought it at cost.

Even if you don’t know about Innocenti, don’t care
about trivial trim differences but are aware that Minis
are British, you will notice one thing when you sit
behind this Cooper’s familiarly angled steering wheel:
the funny black box beneath the dashboard is
labelled in Italian – ‘Int vettura’, ‘Parabrezza’ and
‘Chiuso’ (‘Car Interior’, ‘Windscreen’ and ‘Closed’
settings for the fresh air heater). 

If you’re a Mini-land habitué, on the other hand, you
can momentarily amuse yourself by spotting the
names of unfamiliar parts suppliers – St Gobain
rather than Triplex glass, Veglia Borletti instruments
rather than Smiths and an alloy-spoked steering
wheel by Hellebore. Start the twin-carb 1.0-litre A-
Series of this Cooper and it jumps into life, sounding
just like… well, a Mini. 

If you’ve never experienced this landmark car, then
you need to know that a) you should, and b) you sit

surprisingly close to the ground, that the steering
wheel feels a bit distant, the accelerator is
ludicrously tiny, the dashboard switches are a
stomach-crushing stretch, the view out is excellent
and that despite the feeling that you’re sitting in a
tiny car, you really don’t feel cramped. 

What you should also feel, assuming you manage to
avoid stalling via the Mini’s abrupt clutch, is relatively
light steering, and almost every bump on the road
ahead. Aboard this car, however, the steering is quite
heavy because the wheels wear over-wide tyres. And
some bumps – though not many – fail to impact on your
rear-end. That’s partly because of the tyres’ extra
sidewall flex, and partly because this car rides on
Hydrolastic suspension. Once common on tens of
thousands of BMC and BL models, Hydrolastic uses
rubber as a springing medium, and fluid dampers
interconnected front to rear on each side of the car. 

It sometimes smoothes a Mini’s often comically
bouncy ride, but also allows it to pitch more than it
should, besides offering less body control at high
speed. But the Mini’s fundamental handling remains,
light understeer overlaying a decently grippy front end,
with scope to get the back wheels sliding should you
lift off in a hurriedly-taken bend. 

Not that we’re trying that with this shiny Innocenti,
which flaunts all the dynamic hallmarks of a Mini, good
and bad, but with some exotic foreign visual polish that
adds real intrigue.  This car’s 1.0-litre engine feels lightly
peppy but a Cooper 1300 (an Innocenti I have craved for
decades) should be quite a classy entertainer.  III

ENGINE: 998cc 4-cyl 
POWER: 60hp @ 6000rpm 
TORQUE: 62lb ft (84Nm) @ 3000rpm  
TRANSMISSION: Four-speed manual, front-wheel drive
SUSPENSION: Lower wishbones front, trailing arms

rear, Hydrolastic interconnected
spring/damper units, rear coil springs

BRAKES: Discs front, drums rear 
TYRES: 5.20 x 10
DIMENSIONS: 3050mm (L) 1410mm (W) 1340mm (H)
WEIGHT: 650kg
MAX SPEED: 93mph
0-62MPH: 14.7sec
FUEL (COMBINED): 36.7mpg

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
INNOCENTI MINI COOPER MK3

60hp 1.0-litre engine is
fairly peppy in 650kg Mini.
Hydrolastic suspension
suffers a bit more pitch
than rubber-only set-up























































AVANTI MOTORSPORT
ABARTH / ALFA / FIAT / LANCIA

1000s of used parts in stock 
Performance Engine Parts

Engine & Gearbox Rebuilds
5 & 6 Speed Close Ratio Gearkits

LSD Units, Final Drives
Tel.: 01458 446517

Email: avantimotors@btconnect.com
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