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50 YEARS OF BMWM.
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WHAT APPEALS to me most about this
issue of Octane is that there are some really
heartwarming human stories to complement
the cold mechanicals of the cars. After all, the
sensible thing would have been just to do a
photoshoot of Filippo Sole’s beautifully
restored 1930 Lancia Dilambda in Italy (not a
word to the beancounters, but originally that’s
exactly what we planned – and did). Except
that this unquenchable enthusiast then hatched
a madcap plan to dash 3000 miles coast-to-
coast across the USA in the car, accompanied
by Octane’s indefatigable Italian correspondent
Massimo Delbò and gifted photographer Evan
Klein. And that took things to a whole different
level. It introduced not only adventure, but also
jeopardy and, well, people into the story of the
car… and that in turn gives the car purpose.
I adore the fact that, more than 90 years after

its creation, Sole’s Carlton-bodied Type 227
Cabriolet is still adding so emphatically to its
history. Rather than slipping quietly into a well-
deserved retirement, the car is actually creating
its most incredible memories right now in the
modern day. And that’s what such remarkable
survivors should be all about, to my mind.
On a not-dissimilar note, the cars I currently

run have both been with me for a decent length
of time, 16 years in the case of the Jensen and
knocking on 25 for theTriumph.Despite recent
travails, I have no intention of parting with
either of them – if anything, I would add to my

A taste for adventure
fleet by reintoducing the Lotus Elan that this
pair shared garage-space with when I had my
dream triumvirate of two-seat convertible four-
pot sports car, four-door four-seat straight-six
executive saloon and 2+2 V8 GT.
Don’t get me wrong, I know plenty of people

who get bored with individual cars and like to
change their classics regularly for a bit of
variety. I totally understand that, but my
relationships with my cars have always run
pretty deep (all but a couple have had to be
prised out of my grasp, even the frivolous ones
that have done nothing whatsoever to cover off
my actual driving needs). As a result I was
fascinated byRobert Coucher’s tale of someone
who has owned a Ferrari 250GT Lusso for 50
years… and counting. Of course, if you have a
Lusso and no financial imperative to part with
it, why would you? Even so, what adventures
they must have had. And what adventures they
must have yet to come. Brilliant.

Issue 231 / September 2022

EDITOR’S WELCOME

James Elliott,
editor in chief

RICHARD MEADEN
‘We gatecrashed Hall & Hall’s BRM

trackday to drive the MGC GTS Lightweight.
The spectacular gathering of Grand Prix

machines included the deafening BRM V16
Continuation, yet the MG got plenty of

attention. As well it should, being the BMC
Competitions Department’s final car.’
Works Sebring MGC: pages 76-84.

TIM BEAVIS
‘Looking at old race photos from your

childhood can never be called a chore and
putting these images out as social history

was always the hope. We have now
completed two books from EV Starr’s

archive, and the process has been
a joy to be involved with.’

See exclusive extracts on pages 108-114.

PAUL HARMER
‘The more elegant streets of London are
always a superb backdrop for the best

classic cars – and they don’t come much
more special than a Ferrari 250GT Lusso.

Especially one with the celebrity
connections of this car. It really

did feel quite at home.’
Find out more on pages 116-124.
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Salon PrivéWeek
WEDNESDAY 31st AUGUST:
Salon Privé Concours d’Elégance
presented by Aviva

THURSDAY 1st SEPTEMBER:
Salon Privé Concours d’Elégance
Awards presented by Aviva

FRIDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER:
Salon Privé Ladies’ Day
presented by Boodles

SATURDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER:
Salon Privé Club Trophy
presented by Lockton

SUNDAY 4th SEPTEMBER:
Salon Privé Club Classic & Supercar

JOIN US AT SALON
PRIVÉ THIS SUMMER

For five days at the beginning of September, the spotlight is on Blenheim’s
stunning South Lawn as we welcome some of the greatest classics still

in existence, along with debuts from some of the world’s most prestigious
automotive brands.
Exquisite hospitality and Pommery Champagne feature throughout, with fine dining
in The Glass House and an enhanced menu in the heart of the action within the
Churchill Pavilion. A firm fixture on the social calendar it is exclusive, without being
elitist. It’s a relaxing, vibrant, glamorous and hugely enjoyable occasion where old
friends meet, and new friendships are forged.

Uniquely, Salon Privé is not one event but
several ‘mini’ events including a Tour, a
Concours, a Ladies’ Day, an automotive
parade through Woodstock, a Club Day
and finally a day for all classic and supercar
enthusiasts, all presented against the
backdrop of Blenheim Palace, Oxfordshire.
Tickets are available online at
SALONPRIVECONCOURS.COM

Explore the luxury
retail village, chilled
champagne in hand

Salon Privé Blenheim Palace

SCAN FOR TICKETS!
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AUCTIONS & PRIVATE BROKERAGE GOODINGCO.COM +1.310.899.1960

CONTACT OUR SPECIALISTS TO LEARN MORE
INQUIRY@GOODINGCO.COM

Pebble Beach® and Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance® are trademarks and service marks of Pebble Beach Company. Used by permission.

1950 FERRARI 166 MM BERLINETTA LE MANS
An Important Early Ferrari Competition Berlinetta I Ferrari Classiche Certified I Coachwork by Touring I Chassis 0066M

FRIDAY AUG 19 AT 5PM
SATURDAY AUG 20 AT 11AM
LIVE AUCTIONS

OFFICIAL AUCTION HOUSE
OF THE PEBBLE BEACH
CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE®

SATURDAY 3 SEPT I LIVE AUCTION

OFFICIAL AUCTION HOUSE OF 
THE CONCOURS OF ELEGANCE 
HAMPTON COURT PALACE

1965 ALFA ROMEO GIULIA TZ I An Exceptional TZ with Known History from New
Beautifully and Authentically Presented with Recent Service I Coachwork by Zagato I Chassis 750081
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Get 3 issues
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for just £5!

PRINT ISSUE
Octane is available at the

usual branches of UK shops,
such as Tesco, Sainsbury’s,
Waitrose and independents,

as well as WH Smith
High Street and Travel.
You can order the latest

magazine or a back issue,
delivered direct to your door,
by visiting magsdirect.co.uk

and searching for ‘Octane’.

DIGITAL ISSUES
Download the Octane

Magazine app on Android
or Apple and you will be able

to enjoy the new issue.
Alternatively you can source
the digital edition via either

Zinio or Readly.

SUBSCRIBE
Superb offers on print

(starting with issue 232
if you order before 12

August), print and digital, or
digital only, at subscribe.
octane-magazine.com

Problems with your
subscription? Please email

customercare@subscribe.
octane-magazine.com
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2005 FERRARI SUPERAMERICA
Estimate: $330,000 - $360,000 USD

1970 FERRARI 365 GT 2+2
Coachwork by Pininfarina Estimate: $275,000 - $325,000 USD

1954 FERRARI 375 AMERICA VIGNALE CABRIOLET
Estimate: $6,500,000 - $7,500,000 USD

1983 FERRARI 308 GTS QUATTROVALVOLE
Estimate: $100,000 - $125,000 USD

1955 FERRARI 410 SPORT SPIDER
Coachwork by Scaglietti Estimate: $25,000,000 - $30,000,000 USD

1965 FERRARI 275 GTB
Coachwork by Scaglietti Estimate: $1,800,000 - $2,000,000 USD

1998 FERRARI F300
Estimate: $6,000,000 - $8,000,000 USD

REGISTER TO BID

OFFERED WITHOUT RESERVE

OFFERED WITHOUT RESERVE

1 8 - 2 0 AUGUST 202 2

MONTEREY

UK +44 (0) 20 7851 7070
CALIFORNIA +1 310 559 4575
HEADQUARTERS +1 519 352 4575
FLORIDA +1 772 219 9215 RM Sotheby’s Lic. No. 84391
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Sports racers charge into the twilight for
(almost unbelievably) the first running of this
blue riband event since 2018. Some 750
cars took to the track over the 24 hours as,
thanks to the unique format, six different and
hugely varied grids each had three races.
The crowds were back in force as well for

this tenth running of the festival, with
organisers saying that more than 200,000
fans had flocked to La Sarthe to see it.
Best of all, instead of the usual two-year
gap between Le Mans Classics (when
Covid doesn’t interfere), it will be back in
2023 for a special outing to celebrate the

centenary of the Le Mans 24 Hours.
Image: Michael Holden

Le Mans Classic
30 June – 3 July
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HEVENINGHAM CONCOURS, 2-3 JULY
The spectacular gardens of the Palladian mansion in Suffolk again hosted a stunning collection of historic and
performance cars as well as a country fair, vintage aircraft fly-in, hillclimb and more. Concours winners were

a 1933 MG K3, 1963 Jaguar E-type Lightweight and 2021 Bugatti Chiron Super Sport 300+.

RODEO DRIVE CONCOURS AND
FATHERS’ DAY PARADE,

19 JUNE
This cavalcade through Los Angeles
is masterminded by Bruce Meyer. Up
to 50,000 people lined the streets to
watch the 60 cars drive from City

Hall up to the Beverly Hills Hotel and
back down Wilshire Boulevard
before parking on Rodeo Drive.

18



GOODWOOD FESTIVAL
OF SPEED, 23-26 JUNE
A half-century of BMW

M cars formed the central
theme/sculpture, while an
electric McMurtry Spéirling

obliterated the hill record when
Max Chilton posted 39.08sec.

RACE THE WAVES, 17-19 JUNE
Paul Garbutt’s fabulous beach event in Bridlington attracts all manner of vehicles to the North Yorkshire
seaside resort for what, with the non-beach racing activities thrown in, has become a week of fun.
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MASTERS HISTORIC
FESTIVAL, 28-29 MAY

Showpiece event at Brands
Hatch did not disappoint.

PORSCHE AT PRESCOTT, 18 JUNE
Paul Howells’ Porsche 911 RSR braves the wet hill

at the home of the Bugatti Owners’ Club.

GRAND PRIX DE L’AGE D’OR, 3-5 JUNE
Dijon-Prenois hosted more than 220 thunderous racers
from F1 to sports-prototypes at this Peter Auto festival.

LA LEGGENDA DI BASSANO,
23-26 JUNE

A Bentley attacks a corner during the 27th
running of the 400km event in The Dolomites,
which attracted 80 cars from 16 countries.

SAVILE ROW CONCOURS, 15-16 JUNE
First running of the cars ’n’ tailors tie-in was deemed

a big success by participants and public alike.

20
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Keeping History AliveKeeping History Alive

We grew up loving theCARRERA RS 2.7…
Let us convert you too
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INTERNATIONAL BUGATTI MEETING, 12-19 JUNE
It was France’s turn to host this annual gathering of 15 Bugatti
clubs – and that ensured a bumper turn-out of 108 cars.

LONDON CONCOURS, 28-30 JUNE
Taking place at the Honourable Artillery Company in the heart of the

City of London; Best of Show went to a Toyota 2000GT.

22



traditional values
modern thinking

Sea and Air Freight
Worldwide Customs Brokerage
Race and Rally Transportation

 International Storage
 UK and European Trucking
 Vehicle Registration

UNITED KINGDOM
+44 (0)1284 850 950

info@carseurope.net
www.carseurope.net

JAPAN
+81(0) 45 306 7043

info@carsjp.net
www.carsjp.net

MIDDLE EAST
+971(0) 4882 1334

info@carsmiddleeast.com
www.carsmiddleeast.com

NETHERLANDS
+31 (0) 252 682 526

info@carseurope.net
www.carseurope.net

W. COAST USA
+1 (310) 695 6403

info@carsusa.com
www.carsusa.com

E. COAST USA
+1 (305) 990 1341

info@carsusa.com
www.carsusa.com

NEWNEW
office now open

in Miami

OFFICIAL TRANSPORTATION SUPPLIER
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CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE SUISSE, 18-19 JUNE
A pair of Delahayes at Château de Coppet.

MILLE MIGLIA, 15-18 JUNE
Participants tackle Monza to celebrate its centenary.

MCC ANNIVERSARY TRIAL, 24-27 JUNE
Ben Gladwyn’s VW Beetle launches up

the famous Nailsworth Ladder Hill.

HSCC DONINGTON, 18-19 JUNE
The weather was far from kind for
some of the 12 grids competing.

LE MANS, 11-12 JUNE
The last running of the world-famous 24-hour endurance race

before its centenary in 2023 resulted in a fifth successive victory
for Toyota, with Glickenhaus just muscling onto the podium.
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5-7August
Copenhagen Historic GP
Flat-out fun in the Danish capital
on an unusual 2.6km street circuit,
with a good variety of cars and
some famous faces; the pro-am
race pairs enthusiast drivers with
the likes of TomKristensen.
chgp.dk

6-7August
VSCC Prescott Hill Climb
The quintessential English
vintage car meet sees 250
pre-war machines charge up
the 880-yard course that was
established by the VSCC all
the way back in 1938.
vscc.co.uk

6-12 August
Bonneville Speed Week
Speed freaks from around the
world bring their hopped-up
machines to north-western Utah
and floor it on the sun-baked
Bonneville Salt Flats.
scta-bni.org

12-14 August
AvD OltimerGrand Prix
The forbidding Nürburgring
provides a tough challenge for
cars spanning seven decades
of motorsport history.
oldtimergrandprix.com

12-21August
Monterey CarWeek
Car ‘Week’ serves up auctions
galore and more than a dozen
concours and car shows, including,
of course, Pebble Beach. At nearby
Laguna Seca there’s first-rate
historic racing in the Rolex
MontereyMotorsports Reunion.
whatsupmonterey.com

19-21August
RømøMotor Festival
To take part in the beach races
on the Danish island you’ll need a
pre-war car or ’bike and period
attire, but anybody can go along
and watch: some 7000 spectators
turn out each year.
romomotorfestival.dk

21August
VSCCMallory Park
Race Meeting
TheVSCC’s visit toMallory Park
is headlined by the handicap race
for Edwardian cars, and will also
feature an under-30s race.
vscc.co.uk

25 August
Jeremy BroadMemorialTrophy
Pre-1979 cars are invited to this
relaxed event at ShelsleyWalsh,
held in memory of the late Jeremy
Broad, an authority on Jaguars and
a motorsport nut.
eventbrite.com/e/jeremy-
broad-memorial-trophy-
tickets-318562237227

25-27August
Alsace Rallye Festival
A non-competitive event organised
by the Slowly Sideways folks, but
this Molsheim-based festival for
historic rally cars features plenty
of spirited driving nonetheless…
alsace-rallye-festival.com

26-28 August
Concours d’Elegance
Paleis Soestdijk
Paleis Soestdijk, a former royal
residence half an hour outside
Amsterdam, opens its gates to cars
new, old and positively ancient:
among the concours classes is
‘Shining Brass of the Belle Époque’.
concourselegance.com

26-28 August
The Classic
‘Rocking and racing’ are again
on the menu at Silverstone,
and visitors will also be able to
get a close look at all seven of
Lewis Hamilton’s championship-
winning F1 cars, which have never
before been displayed together.
silverstone.co.uk

31August – 4 September
Salon Privé
Blenheim Palace hosts one of the
UK’s premier concours, following
which the entries will be joined by
a curated group of club cars – and
by a collection of WRCmachines
that will tackle the Salon Privé Hill
Sprint on the final day.
salonpriveconcours.com

1-5 September
Lime Rock Historic Festival
The 40th Historic Festival will
feature two days of racing, and
a concours, held on the track’s
Sam Posey Straight, with classes
for everything fromOutlaw 911s
toMalaise-Era muscle cars.
limerock.com

1-13 September
Temple Rally
Pre-1986 cars follow a winding
4000km route from Athens to
Rome, taking in ancient sites and
enjoying some of the world’s
tastiest grub along the way.
endurorally.com

2-4 September
The Concours of Elegance
at Hampton Court Palace
Sixty of the world’s finest historic
cars assemble at Hampton Court
Palace, the favourite residence of
King Henry VIII. Special features
will include a display of Ferrari
Formula 1 cars, brought together
to celebrate the 70th anniversary
of the marque’s first win in F1.
concoursofelegance.co.uk

Don’t fret about how you’re going to choose between all these
concurrent events; you can’t go wrong with any of them

COMING UP…

Goodwood Revival, 16-18 September
Image: Goodwood
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2-11September
International St Moritz
Automobile Week
This revival of a gathering first
organised in 1929 features seven
separate events, including a 1km
sprint, and a rally for classic
supercars.The festivities end with
Bernina Gran Turismo, in which
80 cars race aroundmore than 50
bends as they climb 459 vertical
metres from La Rösa to Ospizio
Bernina, high in the Swiss Alps.
i-s-a-w.com

6-10 September
The Picos 1000
The roads around the Picos
mountains of northern Spain
will challenge crews on this
regularity rally over four days.
bespokerallies.com

9-11September
Concours d’Élégance
Tegernsee
A relatively new concours where
the cars will need to be first-rate
to compete with the picture-
postcard Bavarian Alps scenery.
concours-tegernsee.de

10-11September
Beaulieu International
Autojumble
The vast sale of motoring bits and
bobs returns. You’re guaranteed
to come home with something
you never knew you needed.
beaulieu.co.uk

15-18 September
Gran Premio Nuvolari
The 32ndmodern running of the
event created in the ’50s to
honour the FlyingMantuan and
running on his home turf.
gpnuvolari.it

16-18 September
Circuit des Remparts
Vintage and classic cars slide
around the twisting roads of
Angoulême, the walled, hilltop
town in western France.
circuitdesremparts.com

16-18 September
Rallye Père-Fils
A regularity rally based in
Monaco and requiring no prior
experience – which is just as well,
given that the average co-driver
on this father-and-son event is
barely out of short trousers.
happyfewracing.com

16-18 September
Goodwood Revival
Theworld’s most prestigious
historic race meeting delivers
fierce competition on a circuit
unchanged in layout since 1970.
With 13 contests raging over 15
races and the vast majority of
spectators embracing period
dress, it is a unique spectacle.
goodwood.com

16-18 September
Classic GPAssen
Meanwhile, in the Netherlands,
competition cars and bikes from
the ’50s, ’60s, ’70s, ’80s and ’90s
race around theTTCircuit Assen,
known to fans of motorcycle
racing as ‘The Cathedral’.
classicgp-assen.com

17-18 September
Only Shelby Meeting
The first event in Europe
dedicated to Shelby cars
(old and new) will take place
at the Autodrome de Linas-
Montlhéry, just south of Paris.
onlyshelbymeeting.com

CLASSIC CAR

PRICE GUIDE
2022

from the makers of

SCAN W ITH YOU R SMARTP HON E TO B UY NO W

It’s back with a brand new look, freshly updated for 2022!
The Classic Car Price Guide, presented by Octane, gives you

the up to date valuations and specs for more than 1000 classic
cars – all the way from 1945 to 2005. Whether you’re in the
market for your first classic or you’re a seasoned collector,

this all-in-one guide has got you covered with insight
from trade insiders, auction analysis from the previous

12 months as well as our hot market tips for the year ahead.

Available in WH Smith, selected Marks & Spencer and
Waitrose stores plus local newsagents or online

from MagsDirect.co.uk

OUT NOW
NEW VERSION

Alsace Rallye Festival, 25-27 August
Image: Slowly Sideways France
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‘BROOKLANDS? Been there. Done that.’
Well, that might well be, but Brooklands is one
of those places that never stands still. Apart
from having a unique vintage atmosphere,
Brooklands is always looking to improve itself
and to welcome visitors back, knowing there
will be new features to make it all worthwhile.
Strangely, one of Brookland’s new features is

one that isn’t there! To explain, the historic
hangar on the race circuit’s finishing straight has
moved, opening up the wide concrete track to
the great benefit of the events days, when the
museum’s exhibits are released to run up to the
Members’ Banking and back, free of obstacles.
The staff take pleasure in watching the faces of
previous visitors who look up this straight and
invariably light up broad smiles at the change.
The track is rough, but recalling that dramatic
old photograph of the airborne Napier-Railton,
it probably always was. Well, it was built in just
nine months, back in 1907.
Those who used to view the famous ‘Loch

Ness’ VickersWellington bomber, previously in
the dismantled hangar, won’t be disappointed.
It is in a new home, known as the Aircraft
Factory, a homage to Brooklands’ aviation past.
There, the Wellington sits behind a row of light

From top
Wellington hangar was meticulously
dismantled and reassembled away from the
finishing straight; Lego McLaren is a recent
addition; firing up the bestial Napier-Railton.

aircraft, including Bleriot XI and Royal Aircraft
Factory SE5a replicas. Above is a mezzanine
floor, offering views of these aircraft. Interactive
stations are found there, where visitors can
design their own aircraft.TheAircraft Factory is
a great place for youngsters, teaching them
many aspects of aircraft design: they can don
a lab coat, book in and learn while having fun.
Behind the Aircraft Factory is the Flight

Shed, a demeaning title for a brightly lit hangar
containing wonderful fighter aircraft. These
include a Hawker Hurricane MkIIA, flown in
the American Eagle Squadron and then in
Russia with the Red Air Force. It was found
there 50 years later and sent to Brooklands
where, 60,000 man-hours later, it became the
beauty it is today. Appropriate, too, because it is
believed that it was originally assembled there
in 1940.There’s a replica Hawker Fury, too, and
many others, up to and including the jet age.
In another open-fronted pavilion is the

replica Vickers Vimy long-range bomber. The
originals dated from 1918, when these craft
were designed to carry a one-ton bomb load.
The replica build began in 1994 and since its
completion it has flown all over the world. For a
flight to Australia, it was fitted with 7.4-litre
Chevrolet NASCAR engines, and, for a South
Africa run, BMWV12s were fitted.
There are other interesting aircraft standing

outside, including the first British production
Concorde, where for an extra charge visitors
can climb aboard and enjoy the Concorde
Experience. Another building houses a
McLaren ‘Driven by Design’ exhibition.There’s
a McLaren Senna GTR Concept and the
McLaren Senna GTR Prototype. Alongside is a
full-size Lego 720S, resplendent in orange.
The familiar old sheds and workshops house

wonderful cars and motorcycles, too numerous
to specify. Nowadays, a McLaren MP4-21 F1
simulator allows visitors to test their skill, while
nearby sits a Mercedes-Benz EQ Silver Arrow
01, bringing Brooklands right up to date.
There’s plenty more – the colourful London

Bus Museum, the air raid shelter, and Barnes
Wallis’s Stratosphere Chamber, for instance.
The staff are enthusiastic and helpful and the
Sunbeam Café will be happy to cater for your
nourishment needs. There’s also an excellent
gift shop and, should you have energy left, it’s
only a couple of minutes’ walk to Mercedes-
BenzWorld, just next door.

A
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You can bank on a great day out at this historic venue
Words Barry Wiseman

Brooklands revisited

BROOKLANDSMUSEUM,
Brooklands Drive, Weybridge, Surrey KT13 OSL.
Opening: Daily 10am-5pm (summer), Tues-
Sunday 10am-4pm (winter). Admission: Adult
£20.95, seniors/students £19.95, children 5-18
£11.60. Family rates available. Price includes 10%
Gift Aid (not compulsory).There are savings on
tickets bought in advance. Concorde experience:
Adults £6, children £3.There is an excellent website
at www.brooklandsmuseum.com.
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MORE CARS FROM the ’80s, ’90s and
2000s, better access to the 1.9million objects
it houses, and – eventually – a new, iconic
building are all part of the National Motor
Museum’s plans for the next few years.
Fifty years ago, the NMM opened its doors

for the first time. Having begun as a small
display of just five veteran cars in the front hall
of Lord Montagu’s Palace House, Beaulieu in
the New Forest, the collection expanded to
became a hugely popular visitor attraction and
the NMMwas formally opened in a brand-new
building on 4 July 1972. Half-a-century on, it is
bursting at the seams – every one of its 290 cars
is on display, not least because there’s nowhere
else to store them – and plans are afoot to
transform this much-loved institution into a
facility fit for the 21st Century and beyond.

Octane caught up with the NMM’s new chief
executive, Dr Jon Murden (pictured below, in
hat, talking with the current LordMontagu), at
the museum’s 50th birthday celebration in July.
He outlined a number of the ways in which he
plans to take the NMM forward.
‘We need to grow!’ was his opening remark.

‘We particularly need to take in more of the
hero cars from the 1980s through to the 2000s,
to diversify our audience and make the
collection more relevant to people who
currently think it’s maybe not for them.
‘We also have a fantastic collection of

automobilia that’s not currently on show, so
we’d like to open up our Collection Centre so
the public can go “behind the scenes” to view
it. And that raises another question about how
we create accessibility to our library archive,

Exciting proposals for the
National Motor Museum
on its 50th anniversary
Words Mark Dixon

Beaulieu to
be bigger
and better
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our film and video
collections – should
that be done online
or in person?’
The third element

in what Dr Murden
sees as a five-to-seven

year plan would be the most
dramatic: the creation of a brand-new building
to expand the collection. It’s not just a question
of creatingmore space formore ‘stuff ’, however.
‘Itmust alsohavebetter facilities for learning,

for disabled access, for families as a whole,’ he
explained. ‘But this can’t come at the expense
of sorting out maintenance issues on our
existing buildings. All this will require a £15-
20m investment over the coming years.’
During the 50th anniversary celebration,

chairman of the NMM Trust, Christopher
Macgowan, gave a speech inwhichheexplained
how 12 new trustees have been appointed to
lead the museum into the future, including
prominent figures from the worlds of politics,
education and museums. ‘We want the
museum to participate on the global stage, not
just the national one,’ he added.
A good example of this, said Macgowan, is

the NMM’s involvement with the exhibition
currently running at the Guggenheim in Bilbao
(see Octane 229). And Dr Murden – who has
been in post only since December 2021 – feels
that the mindset at the museum has already
changed to be more outward-facing.
‘Wherever possible, we want to say “yes”

rather than “no”. Besides the Guggenheim,
we’re also collaborating with the Louwman
Museum in the Netherlands on an F1
exhibition. The flip-side is that we’re also
hoping we may be loaned items for temporary
events at the NMM.
‘Themuseum is doing well and attracts more

than 350,000 visitors a year – but, to meet the
expectations of the next 50 years, we need to
embark on a journey of development.’

Clockwise,
from above
The previous Lord
Montagu unveils
the NMM’s
foundation stone
in 1970, with Lady
Montagu and (in
car) children
Ralph and Mary;
recent gathering
of 1972 cars to
mark the NMM’s
50th; CEO Dr Jon
Murden with the
current Lord
(Ralph) Montagu;
Lord (Edward)
Montagu and the
five cars that led
to today’s 290-
strong collection.

Mercedes cars dominate Best of the Best
The eight finalists for the prestigious Peninsula Classics Best of the
Best Award have been revealed – and, remarkably, three of them are
pre-war Mercedes 540K variants from the same year, 1938.
Now in its seventh running, the Best of the Best award is an annual

shoot-out between the winners of some of the world’s leading
concours. Previously held at the Peninsula Hotel in Paris during
Rétromobile in February, this year the ceremony will take place during
Monterey Week, at the Quail Lodge & Golf Club on Sunday 14 August.
The Italian contenders are the 1956 Ferrari 250GT Berlinetta

Competizione that won Best of Show at Villa d’Este; the ex-Pierre
Noblet 1957 250GT Berlinetta Tour de France that won the Cavallino
Classic; and the Cartier Style et Luxe-winning 1974 Lancia Stratos HF
Stradale. Those three Mercedes are the 540K Autobahn-Kurier that
took Best of Show at the 70th Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance
(and was the cover star of Octane 221); the 540K Spezial Roadster
that triumphed at The Quail, a Motorsports Gathering in 2021; and last
year’s Salon Privé winner, a gorgeous 540K Cabriolet A.
The shortlist is rounded out by the ex-King of Tunisia 1926 Hispano-

Suiza H6B Cabriolet that won at The Amelia, and the Concours of
Elegance-winning 1934 Voisin Type C27 Aérosport Coupe.
The judges tasked with picking the winner include Ralph Lauren,

Octane’s Jay Leno, Henry Ford III and a host of others. Bruce Meyer,
co-founder of The Peninsula Classics Best of the Best Award, said:
‘This award recognises the pinnacle of automotive excellence. The
eight finalists this year are superb examples of classics from across
the globe. Our world-class judges not only look at their original
engineering and design excellence, but also consider the enormous
effort and exceptional craftsmanship involved in their extensive
restorations before selecting the best.’

1938 Mercedes-Benz 540K
Autobahn-Kurier

1934 Avions Voisin Type
C27 Aérosport Coupé

1957 Ferrari 250GT
Berlinetta Tour de France

1974 Lancia Stratos HF Stradale

1926 Hispano-Suiza
H6B Cabriolet

1938 Mercedes-Benz
540K Cabriolet A

1938 Mercedes-Benz 540K
Spezial Roadster

1956 Ferrari 250GT
Berlinetta Competizione
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After four outings at Goodwood, the Veloce charity track day is moving
to Silverstone’s Grand Prix circuit, where just 100 guests will enjoy an
unforgettable day being driven around the home of British motorsport
by legendary racing drivers in a dazzling array of priceless cars.
Those in attendance onWednesday 31 August will include ‘The Beast

of Turin’, Ecurie Ecosse Jaguar C-type, an XKSS, plus a 1932 Alfa 8C
Monza, as well as 1965 Paul Smith 2.0-litre 911, Mercedes 300SL
Gullwing, Bugatti Veyron and Ferrari Monza.TheMonaco Historics-
winning Cooper Jaguar, a Ferrari 250GT SWBCompetizione and Aston
Martin DB3S are also expected.The F1 two-seater will be piloted by
DamonHill and Zsolt Baumgartner, while other drivers signed up
include Derek Bell, Jonathan Palmer, Richard Attwood, AndyWallace,
Marino Franchitti, Ross Brawn, Nick Fry and more.
A seat at ‘the greatest track day on earth’ – which has raised over

£500,000 since 2017 and has a 2022 target of £200,000 – costs £2500.
See veloce-events.com for details.

NEWS FEED
New venue for charity track day; Bugatti expo; fuel for thought; free oil service offers engine
healthcheck; Speed Sixes reborn; K7 power boost; Classic attractions; Broad honoured

Jean Bugatti exhibition
TheBugatti Trust at the foot of
PrescottHillclimb is dedicating its
main exhibition to Jean Bugatti
with a celebration of his life and
his influence on the Bugatti Type
57. On show during the rest of
2022 will be an Atlantic and a
Stelvio, along with unseen film
footage of Jean plus his personal
diary. See bugatti-trust.co.uk.

Classic celebrations
As ever, there will be a massive
raft of celebrations, anniversaries
and parades atThe Classic,
Silverstone on its new, later date
of 26-28 August. A tribute to the
late F1 supremo FrankWilliams
will include an FW07 paddock
display and more, while former
Octane columnist Tony Dron
(who died late last year) will be
honoured with a special tin-top
race.The Lotus Elan, ACCobra
and BMWM cars will be among
30-plus model anniversaries
marked. Book at silverstone.
co.uk/events/the-classic.

Jeremy Broad memorial
ShelsleyWalsh is to host a
mid-week non-competitive
memorial event for the late
Jeremy Broad on 25 August. Set
up by the Guy Broad team, the
event will celebrate the life of
Jeremy by ‘having a great day of
driving cars of pre-1979 with a
special focus on Jaguars’. Tickets
offer entry for a car and two
drivers plus lunch, or just
spectating; see jeremybroad.co.uk.

Speed Six continuations
During the Goodwood Festival of
Speed, Bentley announced that,
following its sell-out run of
Blower continuations, its
specialist Mulliner division would
now be working on Speed Sixes.
Having triumphed at LeMans in
both 1929 and 1930, the model
has long been considered the
marque’s most successful racing
model and just 12 examples are to
be recreated from scratch. Bentley
has created a 3DCAD template
by referencing two cars, LeMans
veteran Old Number 3 and
Bentley’s own example, GU 409.
It expects Car Zero, which will
be retained by Bentley, to be
completed by the end of the year
before starting on customer cars.

Free oil healthcheck
Oil companyMotul is taking an
impressive mobile laboratory to
major events, allowing enthusiasts
to get a health check on their
engines and gearboxes.The free
service will be carried out in a
mobile laboratory at bothThe
Classic, Silverstone and the
Goodwood Revival, doing oil
sample analysis on people’s cars.
Motul has also become an official
partner of ShelsleyWalsh and is
backing a BRM celebration at the
Classic Nostalgia event.

Synthetic breakthrough
A Jaguar E-type racer has been
run on synthetic fuel with no ill
effects.The collaboration between
the HCVA (Historic and Classic
Vehicles Alliance), CKL
Developments and Sustain by
Coryton took place at Goodwood
Motor Circuit and the fuel had a
lead-free valve lubricant added,
but contained no ethanol.

Veloce moves to Silverstone
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Orpheus underworld
Two Bristol Siddeley Orpheus
engines have been donated to
Coniston’s RuskinMuseum by
Global Hardware for future use
in Bluebird K7, should the
ongoing disputes over its
guardianship be resolved.The
company, which restores aircraft
among other things, has taken
the two engines from storage as
they are superfluous to its current
needs. Both have been overhauled
and are ready to run.



A 5 -N IGHT TOUR OF PROVENCE FROM THE
HÔTEL DE PAR IS IN MONTE -CARLO TO SA INT-TROPEZ
Tuesday 27 September – Sunday 2 October

Join Derek and 20 cars on a relaxed tour through Provence that starts
with lunch on the beach in Cap d’Antibes and finishes with a weekend
in Saint-Tropez. Entry to the tour includes tickets to ‘the party at the
polo’, Rendez-Vous Riviera, at The Saint-Tropez Polo Club on the Saturday
and then on the Sunday a closed-road parade through the village. The
itinerary includes the finest hotels, gourmet food and some of the best
driving roads in Europe.

Entry is open to all classic and modern supercars.

For further details and to see the brochure please
get in touch. Call Chris on +44 (0) 1635 867705,
email chris@v-management.com or visit v-events.co.uk

THE DEREK BELLTOUR

‘22
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THE CAR WORLD is gearing up for
another spectacular Salon Privé at Blenheim
Palace. Taking place from 30 August to 4
September, the event now involves far more
than a concours, packing five days with events,
classic cars, manufacturer launches and now
also live action.
One of the centrepieces for 2022 will beThe

Platinum Collection, celebrating the Queen’s
70th Jubilee via a selection of platinum and
silver cars. Already signed up are the stunning
Mercedes-Benz SLRMcLaren 722 Edition and
a Porsche GT1 from TomHartley Junior.
Another major celebration will honour the

75th anniversary of Ferrari, promising a
unique gathering of Maranello masterpieces. A
365P is likely to be the star, the example at
Blenheim Palace having been piloted to victory
on the 1965 Targa Florio by Nino Vaccarella
and Lorenzo Bandini and in that year’s
Nürburgring 1000km by John Surtees and
Ludovico Scarfiotti. It was owned for many
years by Asterix creator Alberto Uderzo.
Another Ferrari especially close to Octane’s

heart this month will be on Joe Macari’s stand,
where visitors can take in the seductive lines
of a 250GT Lusso. As the official UK retailer
for De Tomaso, Macari will also be hosting the
UK debut of the latest model.
The event has secured a reputation for UK

and global launches in recent years, so the news
that Aston Martin, Bugatti, Engler, Ferrari,
Lamborghini, Porsche, Radical and Rolls-
Royce will be there guarantees plenty more.
The first three days of Salon Privé focus on

the Aviva concours, with the awards on
Thursday (1 September) and Boodles Ladies’
Day on Friday. Recently the weekend days have
opened the event up to a broader audience and
Saturday 3 September is the Salon Privé Club
TrophyDay byLockton. Last year this attracted
more than 1000 cars and in 2022 it will be
closed to the public and limited only to owners
of marques represented on the South Lawn.
Owners will park up to form club paddocks,
where the judges will be on hand to find the
most exceptional cars. They will also get access
to the concours on Bleinhem’s South Lawn.
The final day of Salon Privé – Salon Privé

Classic & Supercar – is the real ‘public’ day,
when ticket prices fall to £50 for adults and
£26 for 5-16-year-olds. The highlight is ‘Live
on the Drive’, with rally cars, single-seaters,
manufacturers’ supercar and hypercar
demonstrations, plus famous guests, drivers
and supercar club displays.
Buy your tickets at salonpriveconcours.com.

Clockwise, from top
Visitors are promised live action on the drive
on the Sunday; last year’s Club Trophy attracted
1000 cars; Ferrari 365Pwill be a star; 722
Edition McMerc heads Jubilee-themed selection.

Jubilee tribute at Blenheim
Leading concours Salon Privé has expanded to five days,
with loads on offer to hypercar-hungry weekend visitors



+1 313.312.0780 ⊲ broadarrowauctions.com

REGISTER TO BID

2012 Lexus LFA Nürburgring Package
Estimate: $1,600,000 - $2,000,000

1987 Porsche 959 Komfort
Estimate: $1,400,000 - $1,600,000

2005 Porsche Carrera GT
Estimate: $1,700,000 - $2,000,000

1956 Mercedes-Benz 300 SL Gullwing
Estimate: $1,250,000 - $1,500,000

1970 Ferrari 365 GTB/4 Daytona Coupe
Estimate: $525,000 - $625,000
OFFERED WITHOUT RESERVE

1981 BMW M1
Estimate: $400,000 - $475,000
OFFERED WITHOUT RESERVE

1993 Jaguar XJ220
Estimate: $475,000 - $575,000
OFFERED WITHOUT RESERVE

2011 Porsche 911 GT3 RS 4.0
Estimate: $600,000 - $650,000
OFFERED WITHOUT RESERVE

2000 Ferrari 550 Maranello
Estimate: $225,000 - $275,000
OFFERED WITHOUT RESERVE

Broad Arrow Auctions is delighted to announce the consignment of the Fleischman Collection to the
upcoming Monterey Jet Center Auction this 18 August in Monterey, California. The Collection of 28 motor
cars will be largely offered entirely without reserve and represents the passion of longtime owner and
enthusiast Mr. William “Bill” Fleischman. The Fleischman Collection is a superb offering that combines some
of the very best in post war sports and grand touring cars, while expertly capturing the model lineage and
evolution of manufacturers such as Ferrari, Porsche, Ford and Mercedes-Benz to name a few.
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Alain de Cadenet
b.1945
THE MAN WHO might have been the
inspiration for the phrase ‘lovable rogue’ was
also the embodiment of charm and charisma.
A peerless raconteur – most of it unrepeatable
– he hadmany strings to his bow, ranging from
organisingworld tours forDire Straits to being
a philatelist said to have advised the Queen on
her private stamp collection.
For motoring enthusiasts, however, De Cad

will be most fondly remembered as the man
who fearlessly, and almost solo, flew the flag
for Britain at Le Mans when UK interest
waned and Brit success at La Sarthe was in the
doldrums. Running on a shoestring budget
and driving cars bearing his own name, the De
Cadenet Lolas, his best results were third and
fifth overall with Chris Craft in 1976 and ’77.
Falling back on his encyclopaedic

knowledge and natural poise, he later carved
out a career as a television presenter, and his
programmes on racing cars and aircraft remain

the benchmark for access, knowledge and a
boyish enthusiasm for the subject matter,
whether it be two-wheeled, four-wheeled or
airborne. Of course, the latter spawned the
most viral f-word utterance by a broadcaster
when Ray Hanna buzzed De Cad in a Spitfire.
Splitting his time between the USA and his

home in London’s famous car collecting mews
(Queen’s Gate Place Mews), he proudly
became as knowledgeable as a cabbie at
piloting his Alfa Romeo 8C around London
while avoiding all charges and cameras.
Always approachable and bursting with

enthusiasm, humour and bonhomie – he once
spent three days at Rétromobile in Paris and
wrote his entire article about a wine-tasting –
De Cad was at once a throwback to a former
age and a thoroughly modern man who
wholeheartedly embraced life and all its
adventures and dangers. He lost a two-year
battle with cancer on 2 July.

Fred Simeone b.1936
THELEADING neurosurgeon who built up
one of the world’s greatest car collections –
principally sports racers and especially those
fromLeMans – has died in Pennsylvania. His
devotion to important and exotic cars started
with his first, an Alfa Romeo 6C that he was
given by his father and restored himself. Over
the next half-century he amassed a peerless
selection of more than 80 cars, including one
of the seven Shelby Daytona Cobras, Porsche
917, Ford GT40 and Mille Miglia-winning
Alfa 8C 2900. In 2008Dr Simeone turned his
collection into the Simeone Foundation
Automotive Museum and opened it to the
public. The museum quickly became
renowned for its willingness to publicly
exercise its cars, which were also studiously
maintained in as-they-raced condition.

Peter Briggs b.1939
BUSINESSMAN, car collector and museum
owner Peter Briggs may have been as Aussie
as they come, but he was actually born in the
UK and emigrated with his parents to Perth,
Western Australia, only when he was eight.
An accomplished racer, he made his fortune
in a portfolio of global mining businesses. A
well-known figure on the concours scene, he
initially established the YorkMotor Museum,
then a similar facility in Fremantle, as well as
becoming a successful yacht racing skipper.

Paul Wood b.1946
THE CO-FOUNDER – with twin brother
Andrew – of world-renowned Rolls-Royce
and Bentley specialist P&AWood has passed
away aged 76. The brothers established the
business in Essex in 1967 and quickly
established a reputation for the high,
concours-winning quality of their work and
restorations. The business moved to its
current Great Easton site near Dunmow in
1988 and continued to expand while,
throughout, Paul maintained his perhaps
surprising dedication to the Austin Seven.

Clive Richardson b.1948
MOST RECENTLY linked with Audi and
especially the Auto Unions – he edited The
Audi Magazine for almost two decades –
Clive Richardson started in local newspapers
before joining BMC’s Safety Fast magazine.
From there he worked for a range ofmotoring
and motorsport titles before moving into PR
and then establishing his own corporate
communications consultancy in 1988.
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MY NAME IS Martyn Luke, and this is my
911 backdate, which is nicknamed ‘Starlight’.
It’s based on a 993-generation manual 1994
Porsche 911 Carrera 2, and was built by
a Yorkshire-based company called 911
Retroworks. It’s a bespoke build that they call a
993 GTR. I commissioned it in April 2021,
during lockdown. It took 13 months to build,
is the 13th 993 GTR built by the company, and
was delivered on Friday 13May!
Commissioning a build is a fascinating

process. You can spec every aspect of the car,
from the bodywork and engine capacity to the
interior leather and even the colour of the
tacho. It’s all in the details.
When we started discussing the spec, we

agreed that the car should wear a unique paint
colour, something that harks back to the
heritage racing colours of the 1960s and 1970s.
The colour is called ‘Starlight Blue’, which is
actually an old VW colour, and is where the
car’s nickname came from – my 11-year-old
daughter loved the paint name, and so the car
became ‘Starlight’. The paint has metallic flecks
in it, and really pops in bright sunlight.
Once we had agreed the body colour, we

established a palette for the rest of the car. We
picked out the red from the brake calipers and
the matt silver from the brushed aluminium

Lucky 13
This unique 911 backdate
became one man’s
lockdown obsession

MAN & MACHINE

17in Fuchs wheels, and carried that through in
the exterior side stripe and the interior detailing
– the tacho is red, as is the stitching on the
leather inside the cabin and in the ‘frunk’.
We had initially explored a red leather

interior, but felt that might be a little unsubtle,
so instead switched to black leather, with
matching black Momo Prototipo steering
wheel, black gearstick, and handbrake.The final
cosmetic details included drilled aluminium
doorhandles and bullet wing mirrors, which
give the car an extra vintage feel.
The engine has been completely rebuilt. The

cylinders have been bored out to 3.8 litres in
capacity, up from 3.6 on the original car. We’ve
also incorporated carbon parts in the engine
build, and individual throttle bodies, which
give the engine a particularly throaty note.
The upgrades mean it now delivers 330bhp, up
from the 993’s 270bhp.The car weighs 1100kg,
so it’s pretty rapid, and very loud!
To finish the car, I bought a numberplate

that ends in 911P. The ‘P’ references the
registration year 1975, which also happens
to be the year in which I was born.

I’ve had a few water-cooled 911s before this.
A Racing Yellow 991.1 C2S, a GT Silver 991.1
GTS, and an Agate Grey 991.2 GTS. These
have all been awesome cars, but I love the
analogue feel of the air-cooled 993 GTR. It’s
smaller and slower than the modern 911s,
but it feels much more connected, more alive
– it really does have its own character.
Welcome to the family, Starlight!

Actually, make that ‘Why we hate
touchscreens’! And it seems I’m not alone.
Remember the DS 7 saloon in the last issue,

tested by Matthew Hayward? Pretty much
everything inside its admittedly plush cabin is
controlled by a touchscreen, from air-con to
audio. Yet Thierry Métroz, DS’s chief designer,
has gone on record to say that he and his team
are going to move away from them in future,
as they are ‘stupid’ and ‘not very sexy’.
Even our ageing family hack – a 2011 Skoda

Yeti – has one, thankfully only for changing

WHYWE LOVE…

Knobs and buttons
radio stations and tracks on the CD player. But
even that is annoying, as you have to stab away
while the car bumps along the road. I rarely get
the track I want at first attempt. At least the
air-con is set by simple rotary knobs.
I recently drove hundreds of miles in a new

Merc S-Class and it nearly drove me insane.
I had to reset my preferred driving mode every
time I switched on the engine, which meant
waiting several seconds for the screen to come
alive, then going via submenus to achieve my
goal. Plus an extra couple of stabs to switch off
‘lane assist’ (don’t get me started). This doesn’t
make life easier. And when it’s all switched off,
you’re left with a gaping black panel covered in
greasy fingermarks. Grrrr! Glen Waddington
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1 Pops and I have been inseparable since
she arrived as a pup. She listens to all my
daft ideas without criticism or judgement
and has been my companion on miles of
walks and drives and thousands of words.
She has her own bed by my desk.

2 I love digital tech, but I prefer analogue,
so use a fountain pen and notebook. I’ve
tried a lot of pens, most of them more
expensive, but this £12 Lamy Safari is still
the best. I think I’ve got about ten of them
dotted around the office and at home.

3 This Seiko SNA141P1 is the watch I’ll
never sell because my wonderful partner
Pip gave it to me for our first Christmas
together. I later learned that she’d trekked
round every jeweller in the Home Counties
to hunt it down. It’s priceless to me.

4 I like music in the office when I’m
working. This Fatman valve amp links
wirelessly to a streaming service, so I can
have Marie-Claire Alain playing Bach very
loudly and the pedal notes shake the floor.

5 I was having a beer just off Angoulême’s
Place Marengo when I got the email to
say Octane wanted me to write a watch
column. There were then a lot more beers
and I ended up buying this massive poster
that I then had to get home and to the
office. Every time I look at it I still smile.

6 I’ve had this Leatherman Flair for years.
It’s opened countless bottles of wine on
holiday, sliced yards of saucisson, fixed
a broken Morris Minor on Burford bridge
and even rescued my cash card from a
hole-in-the-wall in Hungary. I love it so
much I bought a spare in case I lose it.

7 I ride the 23 mile-round trip to the office
most days. I’m not a ‘Cyclist’ but when
riding I get away from everything and
everyone. My Thorn EXP is from the early
2000s with a Kevin Sayles frame. Before
I had it, World Real Tennis Champion
Chris Ronaldson rode LeJog on it (and
around the court at Radley, too).

8 I’ve been addicted to real tennis since
a friend inveigled me onto the court at
Merton College in 2002. This racquet saw
action at Paris, Fontainebleau and most
UK courts – they’re all slightly different.

9 I can’t think at a desk, so I get out on
the bike, go for a run or row. I bought this
secondhand and upgraded the monitor.
I enjoy pies and wine, so rowing is a bid
to offset guilt as well as calories.

10 I only kid myself I can play, but hacking
through a piece of Dowland is a good way
to uncouple my head. I had this lute made
back in 2002 by the wonderful Stephen
Barber and Sandi Harris. It needs a re-fret
now and a new set of strings.

Mark McArthur-Christie
Octane’s chrono correspondent is also a
management consultant who isn’t keen on
rapacious businesses or interfering busybodies
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1949 Alfa Romeo 6C 2500 SS Villa d’Este

Coachwork by Carrozzeria Touring
Matching Number six-cylinder triple Weber 2,443cc engine

Known ownership provenance from new
1 of circa 32 original Villa d’Este examples built

The epitome of style and beautifully restored throughout
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JAY LENO
The Collector

T
here are a lot of reasons to buy a car. Sometimes,
and probably not surprisingly, it’s for the engine,
like the 426 Hemi in my 1966 Dodge Coronet.
It doesn’t stop or go round corners but back in
the day that 425 horsepower (really closer to 500

but the factory advertised it as lower for insurance
purposes) was the most powerful muscle car engine you
could buy in the 1960s.
Sometimes – and equally as obviously – it’s for the

style, like my ’63 Jaguar E-type, or XK-E as we Yanks
call them. A design even Enzo Ferrari called ‘the most
beautiful car in the world’.
But sometimes, and especially

for me, it’s because of the
suspension, like the torsion bars
in my 1956 Packard Caribbean. I
own two of these, a ’55 and a ’56.
The 1956 is the end of the line for
Packard but the company was once
responsible for the finest American
cars ever made.
The company suffered from a

litany of bad luck and, perhaps
more pertinently, some bad
management decisions, such as
waiting too long to come out with
the V8. Or even overhead valves, although the final
nine-main-bearing 359ci flathead inline eight-cylinder
produced 212 horsepower and was as quiet and reliable
as any engine ever made. The trouble was, it was seen
by the public as old-fashioned when compared with
the flashy engines fromOldsmobile and Cadillac, which
of course it was.
When Packard finally came out with a V8, fully six

years after Cadillac and Oldsmobile, it was an absolute
stunner. First there was the 352ci in 1955 and then the
374ci in 1956, which put out 310 horsepower thanks to
two Rochester four-barrel carburettors. And that made
it one of the most powerful V8s you could buy. Packard
had the engine it needed at last.
But it was too little, too late. Which is really too bad,

because Packard torsion level ride was pretty amazing.
Unlike modern self-levelling suspension, it did not
adjust the car in real time, it only corrected the loads of
passengers and luggage after a seven-second delay. This
was done using a large electric motor that adjusted the
pre-load and a pair of torsion bar compensator springs to
level the chassis. The real genius was coupling the front
and rear suspension with a pair of chassis-linked torsion
bars that tied the front and rear wheels together.

What it really did was to manage pitch, which was a
big problem on large American cars in the 1950s. They
would dive when braking and the front end would rise
under acceleration. The Packard eliminated that, while
still giving its occupants the required soft, cushy ride.
An upward force on the front wheel causes the torsion
bar to twist, giving a downward force on the rear wheel,
which keeps the car level.
To see the suspension in action, sit on the rear fender.

The car sinks down about eight inches, waits seven
seconds, and then it rises up whether the engine is
running or not. Sometimes when I’m alone in my garage

I’ll hear the car stirring like a great
mastodon rising out of the carpet.
When I take people out for a ride,
they’re often amazed at how
smooth the ride is. Sadly, Packard
had this system only for about
two years before the whole thing
went bust.
What happened to Packard was a

precursor to what happened to the
American automobile industry.
Since its inception Packard had
been a world leader, developing the
modern steering wheel, the first

production V12 engine, as well as air conditioning in
passenger cars. It also built the American version of the
Rolls-Royce Merlin V12 for the P51Mustang.
It was one of the famous ‘three Ps’: Peerless, Pierce

Arrow and Packard. It was considered at the time to be
the finest American luxury car ever produced. When
World War Two ended, Packard’s newest offerings
were just warmed-over versions of its pre-war line-up
and Packard had moved into a low-price field, chasing
sales in the carriage trade. And one of the final nails
in the coffin was bringing in James Nance – a man with
absolutely no experience of automobiles who came from
selling appliances. And then it was 1954: a particularly
disastrous year, and suddenly the writing was on the
wall.The company had scrambled to develop the V8 and
the torsion bar suspension, but quality suffered, and
customers went elsewhere.
It’s the same thing that happened to the American

automobile industry in the 1970s: marketing people
replaced engineers and the Japanese cleaned our clock. I
am one of those people who believes that engineers will
save the world.They were able to do it for Ford, GM and
Chrysler. If only they’d been able to do it for Packard,
this story would have had a whole different ending.

‘WHAT HAPPENED
TO PACKARD WAS A

PRECURSOR TO WHAT
HAPPENED TO THE
AMERICAN AUTO

INDUSTRY’

JAY LENO
Comedian and talk
show legend Jay Leno
is one of the most famous
entertainers in the USA.
He is also a true petrolhead,
with a huge collection
of cars and bikes
(jaylenosgarage.com).
Jay was speaking with
Jeremy Hart.
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DEREK BELL
The Legend

O
ne of the things about reaching what is
euphemistically called a ‘milestone birthday’ is
that you take stock. I crash-landed on the Big
Eight-Zero in October last year but, for obvious
reasons, plans to have a massive ‘do’ were undone

by external factors. Instead, I had to wait until June to
have the big party at the RAC. It was fabulous. Now, I
don’t want to come over all emotional, or to sound big-
headed for that matter, but having 160 people in a room
all saying nice things about you and celebrating your
achievements is pretty damn special.
Having my wife Misti by my side, not to mention

three generations of my family
from all over the world, was
immensely special. I also enjoyed
seeing my son Justin on compère
duties with Bruce Jones. A lot of
my old mates were there, too,
including John Fitzpatrick, Jackie
Oliver, David Hobbs and David
Piper. Dear Allan McNish also
drove all the way from Scotland
toThe Smoke.
It was a brilliant evening and one

full of joy, but, without sounding
morbid, I think what amazes us old
warhorses is that we’re still here so we get to lie about
the old days; who was fastest, that sort of thing. For
the record, I was. Obviously. The point is, I like to think
that I got on with other drivers when I was racing, but
it’s a big deal to be a survivor from a period that – frankly
– wasn’t the safest.
My great mate and wingman Jacky Ickx was also in

London, and he spoke beautifully on stage. We have so
much shared history and he commented on how much
love there was in the room, and to me that meant the
world. I felt it, too. I loved every moment of it, and I still
cannot get over the amount of trouble the organisers
went to, fromhavingmy 1987LeMans-winning Porsche
962 in the Rotunda, to displaying the alarm clock I
received for winning my first race in a Lotus Seven at
Goodwood in 1964 among the trophies.
I just want to say a very public thank you to theRAC

and all those who made it happen and those who joined
me. I certainly won’t forget being in the bar until the
wee small hours. Barely two days later, I was off to
Goodwood for the Festival of Speed. It was heaving. I
got my bum into all sorts of cars, too, some of which
were relevant to my career, others not so much. Henry
Pearman invited me to have a go in his Rothmans 962,

and I also drove the 1982 Le Mans-winning 956
retained by Porsche, which had been hanging upside
down in the factory museum until earlier this year.
It really was like catching up with an old flame.
On top of that, Carlos Monteverde asked me to drive

his Group 4 Ferrari 365 GTB/4, which was similar to
the one I drove for Jacques Swaters at Le Mans in 1972.
I must be getting old because I didn’t enjoy that
particular machine, not least because I had been driving
a Porsche 917K a year earlier. I thoroughly enjoyed
being out in Carlos’s car, though.
Unfortunately, I didn’t get to do a ‘hot run’ with any

of the various cars. I came close
when I was out in the factory
Porsche. I was going great guns
until I saw smoke as I arrived at the
stone wall section. A wheel had
parted companywith JohnWatson’s
Porsche moments before I arrived.
The thing about historic cars is

that sometimes things go wrong.
As such, I will admit to having
some trepidation when I drove
the 1937 Alfa Romeo 12C
Prototipo for the first time. The
car is unique, very old, and

extraordinarily valuable. It also has a centre throttle
and was clearly intended for someone much shorter,
but it’s an Alfa so how could I say no? I raced the Tipo
33s a thousand years ago and still have great affection
for the marque. Once I got accustomed to the car, it
was a thrill to get behind the Bakelite wheel and guide
this V12-powered machine up the hill during the
three-day weekend.
I cannot let this column pass without saying how

delighted I was that Max Chilton and McMurtry
Automotive bagged the fastest-ever time at the FoS.
Max’s 39.08sec run in the Spéirling made my eyes
water, and I am thrilled for all of those involved because
it’s an incredible car; one that has been made by a super
team of young engineers. I have been fortunate enough
to have had some involvement in the project, and I take
my hat off to those who have created a car unlike any
other. It is tiny, looks like nothing else, and is ballistically
quick. It’s a proper British start-up operation, and
one we should be proud of.
What’s more, a roadgoing version is in the offing and

I hope I will be invited to try one. If the prototype is
anything to go by, it will redefine your concept of what
constitutes a fast car.

‘I WILL ADMIT TO
SOME TREPIDATION
WHEN I DROVE THE
1937 ALFA ROMEO

12C PROTOTIPO FOR
THE FIRST TIME’

DEREK BELL
Derek took up racing in
1964 in a Lotus 7, won
two World Sportscar
Championships (1985
and 1986), the 24 Hours
of Daytona three times (in
1986, ’87 and ’89), and
Le Mans five times (in 1975,
’81, ’82, ’86 and ’87).
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STEPHEN BAYLEY
The Aesthete

M
arketing is an inexact science, if it is a science
at all. To qualify as ‘scientfic’, the result of any
experiment must be reproducible. If this held
in the car world, then no manufacturer would
ever experience a flop because whatever

determined a sales success in the past could be
reproduced in future. Factor in the vagaries of public
taste, where the only certainty is that things change, and
you enter the peculiar chaos of car design.
There is no better example than the case of RoyBrown

Junior. Brown led the Dearborn team that designed the
Ford Edsel, a car that was market-researched to Phase 9
on the Glasgow Coma Scale with
nothing left to chance. But that was
hubris for the gods of car design,
who decided that Edsel must be a
failure. (Although psychologists
later determined that the Edsel
grille resembling a chromed vagina
may have been a deterrent factor.)
Brown was punished by exile

to the Ford Siberia that was
Dagenham. Here, the first thing
that Brown (the man responsible
for a $300m commercial calamity
so huge that it threatened Ford’s
survival) did was to draw the Cortina, which promptly
became one of the company’s greatest successes.
So much did the Cortina come to represent a set of

national values that it was treated in mock-heroic verse
by the Poet Laureate, John Betjeman: ‘I am a young
executive. No cuffs than mine are cleaner / I own a
Slimline brief-case and I use the firm’s Cortina.’
Brown also brought from Detroit a name: ‘Corsair’

had been an Edsel sub-brand in 1958-59. The Cortina,
named after a Dolomite ski resort, had become such a
fixture in the cul-de-sacs of Britain that it was decided a
superior version was called for. Americans were already
familiar with the idea of a ‘Personal Car’, where more
idiosyncratic design – the Ford Thunderbird would be
an example – took a product out of the mainstream.The
Corsair was Britain’s first Personal Car.
Ford has form in names. Originally, the Cortina had

been the Ford Consul Cortina. A predecessor had been
the Ford Consul Classic, which had a Capri version, a
sesquipedalian name averred by historian JustinMarozzi
to be as odd as a Peugeot Churchill Hitler Scarborough.
But ‘Corsair’ was special and confident. Corsairs were

ruthless pirates who cruised the Mediterranean doing
business in slavery. Many of them were ethnically

Berbers, known as the Barbary Corsairs. Long after sail-
power had become the buccaneering norm, Barbary
Corsairs used oar-driven galleys. And not all wereMoors
or Morescos. One of them was John Ward, ‘the greatest
scoundrel that ever sailed from England’. Perhaps Ford’s
marketing people were unaware of these splendid
associations, but ‘Corsair’ lit a fire under the pampered
bottoms ofThe Bard of Suburbia’s young executives.
There was nothing technically interesting about the

Corsair, although the 2.0-litre V4 version gave strong
performance for its day. The adventure was in semantics
and style: a three-inch stretch of the Cortina, creating a

car of fine proportions, although
torsional rigidity was compromised
and people said that, if you jacked-
up a corner to change a wheel, the
body twisted and the windscreen
popped out. Still, this was a small
price to pay for a car that offered
piratical identity for people
wanting a personality prosthetic.
It took the Dagenham Dustbin up
several social notches so that the
Corsair 2000E (for – obviously –
‘Executive’) was, for menwhowore
jewellery and dreamed of piracy,

a credible alternative to the socially superior Rover.
Ford being run by accountants, money was saved by

sharing side windows (and that tricky windscreen) with
the Cortina. Instead, the drama was around the tail, with
its prominent lights, and the prognathous snout
borrowed directly from the ’61 Thunderbird. Overall,
the gestalt owes something to Uwe Bahnsen’s 1960 Ford
Taunus 17M, a shape so nicely restrained it might have
come directly from the Hochschule für Gestaltung.
In its seven-year life, the Corsair sold well. Later

versions of the 2000E even introduced young executives
to eight-track stereos. My father had one and I can still
recall the slippery drama of the black-pleated vinyl seats
and the greenmetallic paint that, at levels both conscious
and unconscious, excited recollections of Gordon’s gin.
Piratical Corsairs were unsavoury and violent: one

imagines John Ward idly picking his teeth with his
scimitar while standing with a foot on the throat of
an unfortunate Algerian slave. But appearances were
important to the Barbary Corsairs. So too were they to
owners of Ford Corsairs. It was Britain’s best Personal
Car and now you see on Wiki the forlorn message: ‘Are
there any Ford Corsairs left?’
Personally, I’d welcome the return of the Personal Car.

‘THE CORSAIR
2000E WAS FOR
MEN WHO WORE

JEWELLERY
AND DREAMED

OF PIRACY’

STEPHEN BAYLEY
The individual for whom
the term ‘design guru’ could
have been coined, Bayley
was the founding director
of London’s Design Museum
and his best-selling books
include Sex, Drink and Fast
Cars and Taste: the Secret
Meaning of Things.

47



IGNITION / Opinion

ROBERT COUCHER
The Driver

Y
ou know the old cliché, ‘less is more…’Well, over
the years, Porsche has perfected this approach
by reducing its cars to more than their sum total.
Trying to break into the lucrative American
market in the early 1950s, New York-based

importer Max Hoffmann determined that the Porsche
356 convertible was over-specified for what was a fun
car for sunny days, so he asked the factory to strip away
all the expensive trim, padding and double-layered
hood, adding lightweight bucket seats and a rudimentary
rag-top that he knew would hardly ever be used. The
Speedster was created as the ‘cheap’ option but the
racing fraternity quickly realised
that this stripped 356was light and,
with its nimble handling, was soon
running away from the MGs and
Alfas. Today, the ‘cheap’ Speedster
is the most desirable 356 iteration
– and commands top money.
Motorsport was always high on

Porsche’s agenda and competition
cars were where it excelled, thanks
to creative engineers within the
family and beyond. The six-
cylinder 911 arrived in 1964 and
Porsche’s engineers immediately
started massaging it into an effective road racer and
rally car. A compact, lightweight sports coupé with
independent suspension and a glorious flat-six was the
ideal, although its rear-mounted engine forced a certain
driving style.The engineers couldn’t keep their hands off
it, upping the engine size, stretching the wheelbase to
improve its lively handling, fitting better brakes, but
most importantly, this was an evolutionary process: the
911’s basic architecture remained for decades.
In 1972 Porsche’s fastest 911 was the superb 911S.

The original 2.0-litre engine had been fuel-injected and
stretched to a 2.4, putting out 190bhp at 6800rpm and
promising a top speed of 145mph. It weighed just
1000kg. But back in 1967 Ferdinand Piëch had designed
the 911R for racing. Stripped of all non-essentials, the
car weighed 800kg and was fitted with a Carrera 6
engine: 210bhp. The idea was to build 500 Rs for
homologation in the GT class but the sales department
scotched the idea so only 23 were constructed.
Porsche had been planning to replace its ageing

911 and a ‘big Porsche’ (eventually the 928) was on
the drawing board. Then in 1972 the FIA changed the
rules allowing prototypes only up to 3.0 litres, so
Piëch’s supersonic 917 was cut dead. In the Spring

of ’72, head of engineering Ernst Fuhrmann went to
watch a Touring Car race at the Hockenheimring and
saw for himself how Ford’s Capris and BMW’s CSLs
had the track to themselves. Not for long.
He went back to the shop in Zuffenhausen and set

about the new 911 racer: for the engine, race-proven
Nikasil coating was applied to the cylinder walls (no
space for liners) to allow a bore increase to 90mm,
enlarging capacity from 2.4 to 2.7 litres. The genius is
that Porsche didn’t go for a screamer of an engine with
an 8500rpm redline, it simply increased torque output
over the 2.4S by a considerable 18.6%, which translates

into a superb road car as well as
an outstanding racer. Peak power
of 210bhp arrives at 6300rpm,
500rpm less than with the 2.4.
Body colour was officially white,

with designer Anatole Lapine’s
Carrera script down each side –
plus, of course, the ducktail you will
read about elsewhere (see page 54).
The RS was put on a diet, including
thinner body panels (on the first
200 M471 Lightweight cars) and
lighter Glaverbel glass, glassfibre
bumpers and no underseal. The

upshot is that the M471 RS weighs a dainty 960kg, with
the more comprehensively equipped roadgoing Touring
M472 coming in at 1075kg. This ‘stop-gap’ went to the
Daytona 24 Hours in ’73 and finished first – 23 laps
ahead of Ferrari’s second-placed 365 GTB/4 ‘Daytona’!
Then it was Monza, Spa, the Targa, Nürburgring and
Le Mans, even the East African Safari rally. The RS was
indeed punching above its weight.
About ten years ago I almost bought a 2.7 ‘RS’. Priced

at the affordable end, it wasn’t exactly a pristine example,
more ‘fright pig’ than ‘village virgin’. But finished in
requisite white with blue decals, it was a riot to drive and
sounded fabulous. It went like stink, even though it had
obviously been around the block a few times.
With 911s, and especially RSs, matching numbers are

essential – well, this one didn’t have any numbers at all
on its obviously replaced engine case. The dealer selling
it whispered that requisite numbers could be added in
Italy and at that point I decided best to exit stage left.
But I should have bought the old rat-box, left its engine
case number-free, removed all RS badging, Waxoyled
thehell outof it anddriven it like I’d stolen it.Reimagined
by those perfectionists at Singer? Nah, reimagined
by a bloke with dirty fingernails under the railway.

‘I SHOULD HAVE
BOUGHT THE OLD

RAT-BOX, REMOVED
ALL RS BADGING,

AND DRIVEN IT LIKE
I’D STOLEN IT’

ROBERT COUCHER
Robert grew up with classic
cars, and has owned a
Lancia Aurelia B20 GT,
an Alfa Romeo Giulietta
and a Porsche 356C. He
currently uses his properly
sorted 1955 Jaguar XK140
as his daily driver, and is
a founding editor of Octane.
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join the adventure

world famous classic car rallies
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Photo: Blue Passion

ACARBONNEUTRAL EVENT

Scan to access
event details

3-6 Nov. 3-6 Dez. 5-9 Feb. 2023 16-18 Mar. 2023 14-16 Apr. 2023 11 June - 16 Jul 2023 June 2023 20 Aug. - 9 Sep. 2023

Scottish Malts 2023 - 24 to 28 April
This year’s eventwill see crews travelling in amore or less clockwise direction as we venture into some less familiar
territory to take in areas like the Mid Argyll and parts of both Western and Eastern Ross. Of course, we will also

be visiting some of the more traditional ‘Malts’ areas as well, so places like The Great Glen, Spey Valley and The Cairngorm Mountains also form part of
the itinerary. Competition will be varied and set at an introductory level while still providing entertainment and excitement for the more experienced.

‘Early-Bird’ rates end 30th August 2022



To submit a car for consideration, purchase tickets, discuss sponsorships or to become one of our VIP Judges visit
www.motorcarcavalcade.com

A U N I Q U E A P P ROAC H TO
T H E T RA D I T I O NA L CO N COU RS

January 14 & 15, 2023 | JW MARRIOT MIAMI TURNBERRY RESORT AND SPA

The one-of-a-kind Motorcar Cavalcade Concours d’Elegance and Garden Party returns to
Miami launching the new year during peak winter warm weather.

Judged by an array of VIP’s and Celebrities, Motorcar Cavalcade awards the artistic and
design excellence of automobiles from the dawn of motoring to the concepts of tomorrow in

unique classes unlike any other event of its kind.

Dress your best, invite your friends and share, show off and compete with your favorite car in
a way you’ve never done before.
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I READWITH interest James
Elliott’s piece inOctane 230 about
the Valletta Concours d’Elegance
in Malta. A planned road trip to
Malta in my 40-year-owned 1980
Morgan Plus 8 would have
coincided with the 2020 event
had the pandemic not intervened.
I am a member of a club for

cars over 25 years old (CAAR
GB) and each year we run two
tours, organising everything
ourselves to keep costs down.
During 2019, we planned a trip to
the Italian Lakes and Sicily, but of
course didn’t get to go. Our third
attempt in May and June this year
finally happened. However, I had
decided to break from the group
after Sicily and take a detour to
Malta, then drive home through
Italy. Sadly, the re-planned trip
for 2022 meant I would miss the
Valletta Concours by a day.

My Plus Eight hasn’t had a
roof or sidescreens since 1987,
just a tonneau. I have survived
a hurricane in the USA in 2018,
and -6°C and frostbite driving
back from Kitzbühel, Austria, to
Cambridge in 1998. In all those
years of ownership I have covered
250,000 miles and visited 48
countries, including virtually all
of Europe (not Turkey, Moldova,
Ukraine, Iceland and Cyprus, but
everywhere else) and the USA.
The car has been remarkably

reliable, although many things
have worn out at least once, and
some twice: engine, gearbox,
steering, diff, suspension,
alternator, wiper motor… But it
has let me down only once, when
a new alternator lasted 600 miles
before burning out near
Grenoble. It currently runs (and
has done for 160,000 miles) a

3.9-litre, 280bhp engine built
by a friend over 20 years ago.
The only problem I had this

year was to do with fuel in Sicily.
I was forced to buy some 95
octane rather than my usual
Super+ and it was terrible,
containing both diesel and water.
The car spluttered for 250 miles
on around four cylinders, the
plugs were heavily blackened and
the normally clear engine oil
looked like a diesel that hadn’t
had an oil change for five years.
The problem cleared once the
tank was empty. I really hope
I haven’t damaged the engine.
After four days in Siracusa,

I bid goodbye to my friends,
headed south to Pozzallo and
took the ferry to Malta, which is
only 53 miles away. Before leaving
the UK I had looked for a
classic-friendly garage in Malta

and arranged for a set of new
plugs, oil and filter change, plus
front suspension grease – the
labour cost was just €40!
After five days in Malta, I

crossed back to Sicily and drove
up the east of the island past a
smoking Etna to Messina, where
I spent the night before taking the
short ferry the following morning
across to the Italian mainland.
Then it was up the

Mediterranean side of the ‘toe of
Italy’ to Matera, which stars in
the latest Bond filmNo Time to
Die. The centre of the old town is
closed to cars, so I had rented a
garage for my time there and had
the paperwork that allowed me
to drive to it. This didn’t impress
the Carabinieri, who refused me
access, so I consulted the sat-nav
and attacked the crucial one-way
street from the wrong direction.
‘British coming through!’
After Matera, it was back to the

coast and a sedate drive up to
south of Rome, then the Tuscan
hills. I dropped down into
Monaco, managed to drive most
of the GP circuit including the
tunnel, then headed back through
France on the Route Napoleon.
I made it back to England two
days later.
In 29 days it never rained

during the day, which must be
a record, but it was very hot. I’d
driven 3800 miles and used 810
litres of fuel at a shade under
£1600. It would have been
cheaper in 2020 – but the
experience was worth the cost.
Stephen Lindsay,Cambridgeshire

Credit where it’s due
Your cover story on the ex-Jim
Clark Lotus Elan inOctane 230
brought back fond memories.
I met Michael Schryver, who

found and restored it, many years
ago through the local classic car
show and he took me to see his
collection of racing machines at
the bottom of his garden in a large
wooden workshop.There in one
corner sat a red Elan, 997 NUR.
Over many years Michael has

generously allowed me to drive
the Elan to race meetings or
events. I’ve never had to show an
entry pass because 997 NUR has
always been instantly recognised,
welcomed and revered.

Quarter-million-mile Morgan

Letter
of the
month

Established more than 60 years ago, Chater’s Motoring Booksellers is one of the
world’s best known and most respected sellers of automotive books, including titles
on classic cars and motorsport, plus railway, military and aviation subjects. Around
10,000 different titles are held in stock at the Chater’s warehouse in Hampshire
and, of course, new and currently available books can always be ordered.

To find out more, visit chaters.co.uk or call +44 (0)1256 765443.

LETTER OF THE MONTH
WINS BOOKS TO THE
VALUE OF £125

The writer of Octane’s Letter of the
Month can choose new or used
books up to the value of £125 from
the extensive range at Chater’s.
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Send your letters to
letters@octane-magazine.com

Please include your name, address
and a daytime telephone number.
Letters may be edited for clarity.
Views expressed are not necessarily
those of Octane.

I feel the classic car public
owes a huge debt of gratitude to
Michael Schryver, not only for
his initial identification of it ‘in
a scrapyard near Mallory Park’
but also for his sympathetic
restoration, preservation and
custodianship for many years.
Andrew Forsyth, Surrey

Purley’s pearl
In his column inOctane 230,
Derek Bell mentions a former
neighbour, David Purley, who he
describes as a ‘brilliant bloke’. He
certainly was. Paratrooper and
racing driver, he was awarded the
George Cross.The Purley family
business was LEC Refrigeration,
hence the racing car with the
same acronym.
In 2015 I started a restoration

of the Bentley S1 [below] that
David travelled in, rather
reluctantly I heard, when he was
a schoolboy. He was definitely a
racer rather than a concours man
so I think my achieving a class win
at the recent BDC Summer
Concours and second overall
would not have impressed him
– but his life impressed me.
RichardHarwood,Buckinghamshire

McLaren memories
Since you were kind enough to
publish my letter inOctane 224
about my run-in with the police in
a Lotus Carlton, while I was
managing director at Lotus Cars,
I thought readers might also be
interested in my experiences of
using theMcLaren F1 as a daily
driver when I was at McLaren.
As the manufacturing director

there, I was able to test the
prototype cars over the weekends
to see how they stood up to
normal everyday life.
One Saturday morning, I had

brought XP5 home – the dark
green prototype that set the speed
record of 240.1mph [above] – and
my wife wanted to go food
shopping at the local supermarket.
Mission accomplished, we used
the F1’s generous side luggage
boxes to store the shopping.
My wife then said she would like
a trip to the sea, so off we went
to Bosham on the South Coast,
parked up for a while and then
had a nice gentle run back home.
On arriving home, I opened up

the side lockers and, to my shock,
saw liquid running out of the bag
in the right-hand locker. Turned
out it was not a good idea to put
dairy product next to the oil tank,
which runs at around 90°. Two
packs of butter had melted and
the contents were running around
inside the bottom of the locker.
I cleaned it up as well as I could

but my technicians were none too
pleased with me after trying to get

rid of the rancid smell of hot
melted butter. Luckily it did not
soak into the carbon, and the car
still sits on the boulevard at
McLaren’s HQ today.
On another Saturday, I had

XP5 home again and my wife
asked if we could go to a knitting
and needlework exhibition at
Sandown Park.The weather was
terrible, with very heavy rain, but
off we went. Travelling down the
A30 at about 70mph, we heard
a loud bang and the subsequent
vibration indicated a rear
puncture, but luckily we were
near a layby and I stopped safely.
Opening the gullwing door,

I was instantly drenched – and
I saw that the tyre was shredded,
and a liquid puncture repair
canister would be useless. I
phoned work and luckily one of
the managers was able to bring
the wheel change kit and a new
wheel and tyre.
When a relatively high-profile

rear tyre deflates, the car drops a
long way, so you cannot get a jack
under it.Themanager who came
to my rescue knew this and had
brought a low ramp, onto which I
backed the car so we could get a
scissor-lift jack under it. But first
we had to undo the centre nut,
which was done up to 600Nm of
torque. Besides a very large torque
wrench, the manager also brought
a length of scaffold tube to go over
it and, with both of us on the end,
we managed to undo the nut.
Wheel changed and ready to go,

I got back into the car, which was
all steamed up and wet, and I
heard a little voice say: ‘Can we
just go home?’
So off we went back home, got

out of our wet clothes, lit the log
burner and had a nice cup of
coffee. Ah, life with an F1, eh?
DerekWaelend, Suffolk

BMWnot quite bonkers
If your ‘aesthete’ Stephen Bayley
knew rather more about BMW
design, he would be aware that the
BMW roundel on the C-pillar of
the X2 – not the 1-series, which
he references inOctane 229 – is
a nod to a detail on the rather
wonderful 1970s E9 3.0 CSL.
Some design cues from the past
are welcome in our ‘let’s ditch
it and start again’ society.

Over the page, while I
appreciate Robert Coucher’s
confusion over the plethora of
current BMWmodel numbers,
is he genuinely unaware of what
BMW’s use of odd and even prefix
numbers signifies? I suppose
younger readers may likewise be
confused by XK120s, 140s and
150s, even before you throw an
SE or DHC into the mix.
My oldMk1 Cortina was just a

‘Super’. Too easy, really.
Martin Brocklesby,West Yorkshire

Fleet news
Following Nick Smith’s letter in
Octane 230, I agree that there is
quite an overlap between classic
car and classic boat ownership.
At Trearddur Bay Sailing Club

we race two of the largest classic
one-design fleets outside of the
Solent. We have our own 14ft
Myth fleet, which has been racing
for 101 years, and one of these
dinghies,Galatea, is soon to be
returned to the water when its
owner steps down from helming
the Royal Automobile Club.
Our other fleet is the Seabird;

my own Seabird,Oystercatcher
[above, to fore], was built in 1998,
a carvel-hulled beauty with
varnished decks and topsides
that turns heads like an E-type.
And I should know, as I have the
privilege of working for the Jaguar
Daimler Heritage Trust.
If your readers prefer ‘stink

pots’ to ‘proper boats’ I would be
very pleased to hear anyone with
Jaguar-powered racing boats; they
need to be found and celebrated.
MatthewDavis,NorthWales
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50 YEARS OF 911 RS 2.7



T U F FT U F

G H TG H T
It’s 50 years since Porsche launched the 911 Carrera RS 2.7, the most iconic

911 of all – and first to wear a tail spoiler. Matthew Hayward meets the
aerodynamicist responsible, and compares both versions of the legend

Photography Porsche
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verybody was laughing at this 911 on the
test track. They said there’s no way it can
be faster with that strange thing on the
rear… But it turned out well.’ There’s no
denying that Tilman Brodbeck – father
of Porsche’s ‘ducktail’ spoiler – had his
work cut out when he was instructed to
‘fix’ the 911’s on-track behaviour, but the
young engineer employed his background
inaeroplane technologyandaerodynamics
and did exactly that. Days spent tinkering

in the wind tunnel sparked a legend: the 911 Carrera RS 2.7.
The very mention of those two letters (for Renn Sport, German for

‘racing sport’), should be enough to make the hairs on the back of any
Porsche fetishist’s neck stand on end. It’s a badge that represents the
company’s hunger for on-track perfection, and 50 years have now passed
since its launch: a watershed moment in the company’s history.
Unveiled to the world at the Paris motor show on 5October 1972, this

was not only the first 911 to wear the Carrera name, but the first Porsche
to be christened RS. It was a homologation special, pure and simple,
designed from the outset to offer a track-focused 911 to race teams and
privateers alike – and boy did it succeed. Yet while it impressed on-track
in Groups 3 and 4 racing, the RS 2.7’s on-road manners really catapulted
it into stratospheric collector-car territory. Of course, the resulting high
values have ensured the RS’s status as something to be worshipped, but
after 50 years does Porsche’s RS origin story still deliver the goods?
Since, for the first time, I’m sitting behind the wheel of an absolutely

perfect example – a yellow ‘Touring’ straight out of the PorscheMuseum
– it’s something I’m about to find out. It’s a searingly hot day just
outside Stuttgart at the site of Porsche’s ‘secret bunker’, which holds the
majority of the company’s historic collection when it’s not on show. It’s
enlightening to see the slender original RS in the presence of follow-up
964 and 993 RS – not to mention pretty much one of every 911 GT3.

1973 Porsche 911
Carrera RS 2.7
‘Touring’
Engine Rear-mounted
2687cc air-cooled
flat-six, OHC per bank,
Bosch fuel injection
Power 207bhp @
6300rpm Torque 188lb
ft @ 5100rpm
Transmission
Five-speed manual,
rear-wheel drive
Steering Rack and
pinion Suspension
Front: MacPherson
struts, torsion bars,
anti-roll bar. Rear:
trailing arms, torsion
bars, telescopic
dampers, anti-roll bar
Brakes Vented discs
Weight 1075kg
Top speed 149mph

‘
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Above left, and right
Paris Salon de
l’Automobile is where
the Carrera RS made
its debut, in October
1972; 50 years on,
the RS Touring is still
a superb road car.
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‘The occasional pop and crackle
from the exhaust on the overrun
is the main give-away of this
car’s track-focused nature’

50 YEARS OF 911 RS 2.7



The occasional pop and crackle from the exhaust on the overrun is
the main give-away of this car’s thoroughbred, track-focused nature.
Under the engine cover sits a 2.7-litre version of the air-cooled flat-six
found in the 2.4S, on which the RS was initially based. It’s civilised and
very tractable at low speed thanks to fuel injection, but state-of-the-art
low-friction Nikasil-coated cylinder walls are really the only radical
change, there to strengthen the dangerously thin bore walls of an engine
that hadn’t been intended for such a capacity stretch – yet that very hike
is how it achieved the 207bhp power figure.
The first few sedate miles skirting around some of the more populated

towns and villages reveal this car’s approachable character. The steering
is light, even at low speeds, and while working out where all the gears are
in the somewhat vague gate can take a little patience (again, standard
for a 911 of this age), the shift itself is satisfying. Aside from the typical
offset driving position, it’s surprisingly comfortable too. InM472Touring
spec, the interior is almost entirely put back to 2.4S trim, with big,
comfortable seats and all the standard interior items.
There’ll be more driving later. Meantime, aerodynamicist Brodbeck

has a tale to tell about that tail – and more. Having made his way into
Porsche as a body engineer, he found that his background in aeroplane
technology and aerodynamics gave him a skillset that was put to good use
on the 911: ‘There was a problem with the early car. It was very light at
the front end, and in the beginning we put lead into the front bumper to
make it a little heavier. After one year of research and testing and trying,
we were in the wind tunnel at Stuttgart University, where we came to this
special shape for the front bumper.’
Fitting Brodbeck’s new valance to the 911 2.4S resulted in a

significant reduction in front-end lift, transforming the car’s high-speed
stability. He continues: ‘Ferdinand Piëch wanted to put this into
production as soon as possible, because it also helped the Cd value.
The problem was, the purchasing department said it would take at least
two years to create the tools and dies for a steel part at the time. Piëch
had the idea of glassfibre. But what would happen if you hit the kerb and
it cost a lot of money to replace? Piëch was happy because that would
help to sell more spare parts!’
Brodbeck had solved one of the biggest problems of the early 911,

and was subsequently called into the office of Helmuth Bott, head of
R&D at Porsche: ‘I was still very young [just 26 years old], and if you are
called by him you immediately assume that there’s something wrong! He
told me and my boss that we have a big problem.The customers who are
racing with the 911 are having big trouble with BMWs and the six-
cylinder Ford Capris on track. They are faster in the curves than our
customers… and they have a Porsche. It is simply not possible. He told
us both, “You have to do something. I don’t know what we have to do,
anything, but not a new car. Something people can change on their own
cars.” So we left the office to think of ideas.’
Although Porsche had experimented with aerodynamics, Brodbeck

found a spark of inspiration in the most unlikely place: ‘I had a Fiat 850
coupé when I first started driving. I loved this small car, which was rear-
engined just like a 911. Two years later, I bought the newer version with
five more horsepower. I was astonished, as it was really a lot faster than
the old one – and the only thing I had in mymind as an engineer was that

Clockwise, from left
It’s all about that ducktail spoiler; wider rear
’arches and roll-cage give away this racer;
spoiler was proven in the wind tunnel; RS
gradually took over racing duties from 917;
small production numbers meant hand-finishing.
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it could not just be the extra five horsepower. The first 850 had a
smooth rear end, and the new model had a curvature on the engine lid
with a kind of little tear-off edge. I askedmy friends at the wind tunnel for
models, in Darmstadt, where I’d started my career, if they thought this
had something to do with aerodynamics, and they said “No, it’s just
styling.” In truth, nobody knew at that time, but it stayed in my mind.’
Brodbeck’s thoughts turned to the rear of the 911. ‘Maybe we can

do something about the engine lid? With the 2.4S, we knew there were
vortices forming behind the roof somewhere, and we tried to form
smoother streams with some kind of tear-off edge. So we worked in the
wind tunnel using different panels made of welding wire. We spent 2½
days doing only that, and the thing was complete. The outcome was a
kind of spoiler, although it was not perfectly styled. It wasn’t the first time
we had something like this, but there was no such thing in production
cars before that.’
The results were very encouraging. ‘Lift was reduced dramatically at

the rear of the car. We returned to Weissach with the data, and Mr Bott
saw the potential. Test driver Günter Steckkönig was instructed to drive
the car on the test track in Weissach, with and without the spoiler.’ As
expected, the car was much quicker with the spoiler, which soon earned
the ‘ducktail’ nickname.
Perhaps surprisingly, given how iconic the 911 tail spoiler became, this

first edition attracted more than a few puzzled looks from Porsche
colleagues. And even though Brodbeck had proven its effectiveness, there
were many challenges ahead. ‘As a young engineer, I had to address the
styling studio. I told them how long and how high; they just had to make
it stylish.’ Then there was the issue of making it road legal. ‘There were a
lot of discussions because they said it’s too dangerous, posing a risk to
motorcyclists. Porsche and the regulator came to an understanding. We
lowered the edge a little bit, and told them it was only for 500 cars. No-
one asked later about the number of cars sold.’

BACK OUT ON the road, the traffic disperses, the roads open up and
speeds increase, yet we’re not even close to the velocity required to take
advantage of Tilman’s spoiler. It’s the RS 2.7’s significantly beefed-up
mechanical package that really makes the difference here. It might seem
like standard 911 fare today, but the RS boasted a new staggered wheel-
and-tyre set-up – with 185/70 VR15s up front and much wider 205/60
VR15s at the rear, to transmit far more power and torque. The RS’s rear
wheelarches were made wider to suit the increase in track, and give the
car its trademark muscular look.
The 2.7-litre flat-six isn’t short on low-end grunt, but really starts to

wake up as the revs pass 4000rpm. Although it redlines at over 7000rpm,
peak power arrives at 6300prm and, with torque peaking at a tad over
5000, it feels unfair to stretch far beyond 6500rpm. Yet it’s when exploring
the upper reaches of the engine that you notice just how sharp the throttle
is, so that blipping it on downshifts is an absolute joy.
That quick response also plays right into your hands when you start

trying to make sense of the handling. The typically light 911 front end
requires careful management through the corners, but you can use the
super-sharp throttle to your advantage, influencing the attitude of the RS
like nothing else. All the time the leather-covered slimline rim of the
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Left, above and below, and right
2.4S engine was stretched perilously
close to its capacity limit for the RS; Tilman
Brodbeck illustrates his aerodynamic point
with a model; Lightweight is rather more
hardcore – and valuable –than Touring.





steering wheel is keeping you well-apprised of the situation. It actually
feels like it’s working with you rather than constantly fighting you, which
gradually helps you to build a decent amount of trust in the chassis.
Of course, it’s important to remember that there’s an even more

focused and commensurately more valuable sidekick to the RS Touring.
And so I’m handed the keys to the ultra-rareM471 ‘Lightweight’ version.
These days, the idea of a lightweight version of any performance car is not
particularly unusual, but the truth is that this stripped-out version of the
RS is how the car was initially intended. It’s also far more extreme in its
weight-saving than most. Official figures put its weight at just 960kg
when equipped with the optional Sport seats – as fitted to this car. That’s
fully 115kg lighter than the Touring.These days, Porsche will charge you
moremoney for the various packages that reduce weight but, in 1973, the
Lightweight version was actually the cheaper of the two at DM34,700
(approximately £6000), compared with DM36,500 for the Touring. Just
200 of the total 1580 RS 2.7s were built as roadgoing Lightweights, plus
a relatively plentiful 1308 Tourings. The remainder is made up of 17
‘RSH’ homologation cars, and the 55 competition-spec RSRs.
From a few feet away there isn’t a huge amount to separate the two cars

visually, but as I edge closer I notice a few tell-tale signs. Most obvious is
the chrome trim missing from the bottom of the sill. Unlatch the door
and there’s the unmistakable ‘weightless’ feel usually reserved for full-on
competition cars. That’s because, like the front wings and roof skin, the
doors of this car are made from thin-gauge steel, complemented by
thinner, lightweight glass. In place of the comfortable Touring seats are a
simple pair of buckets, and as I slide into the cockpit it’s actually surprising
just how pared-back it feels in here. Most noticeable is a big, round
blanking panel in place of the standard car’s clock, and only the driver is
given the luxury of a sun-visor. It seems obvious to point out that there’s
no radio, but even the glovebox lid was deemed an unnecessary extra.
Doorcards are again farmore basic, with a simple fabric pull to let yourself
out again. You still get carpets, but what little sound insulation was
present in the Touring is missing here.

1973 Porsche 911
Carrera RS 2.7
‘Lightweight’
Engine Rear-mounted
2687cc air-cooled
flat-six, OHC per bank,
Bosch fuel injection
Power 207bhp @
6300rpm Torque 188lb
ft @ 5100rpm
Transmission
Five-speed manual,
rear-wheel drive
Steering Rack and
pinion Suspension
Front: MacPherson
struts, torsion bars,
anti-roll bar. Rear:
trailing arms, torsion
bars, telescopic
dampers, anti-roll bar
Brakes Vented discs
Weight 960kg
Top speed 152mph

Above left, and right
The same 207bhp
powers the Lightweight
and the Touring; the
aerodynamics, power
and suspension settings
are also similar – but
960kg plays 1075kg,
with inevitable results.
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The extra road noise is noticeable, but the biggest audible change
comes from behind. Mechanically there are no differences between the
two cars, but that chatty-sounding engine is certainlymore audible.What
were subtle pops and bangs from the exhaust of the Touring penetrate the
cabin of the identically powered Lightweight with vigour.
Despite the significant weight advantage, there isn’t a huge difference

in the way the Lightweight takes off down the road. Contemporary
figures from Auto Motor und Sport timed the Lightweight from rest to
62mph at 5.8sec, compared with 6.3sec for the Touring, so when pushed
to the absolute limit the extra performance is obviously there. On track
there’s no denying that the weight difference would be night-and-day.
On the road, where you tend to feel the difference is in the ride. The

suspension settings are unchanged, but the weight reduction and less
forgiving seats project an extra layer of detail into the cabin. Pushing on
into a series of quicker bends confirms that the steering has gained a
noticeable improvement in turn-in and even a little bit more feedback. Of
course, we’re talking the kind of differences you’d notice only when you’d
jumped from one type to the other. Even under braking, it would take
some serious driving to highlight a genuine difference between the two.
What a day, though. And I get to experience the Touring again on the

way back to base. Caught in traffic, I have a fewmoments to consider both
cars. Being handed the keys to two examples of such a special and limited
production run on one day is a somewhat surreal event, and it sinks in
that the yellow Touring has left the biggest impression. As a pure
collectors’ piece, the much rarer, stripped-out Lightweight version ticks

all the right boxes, and a genuine example carries a serious premium over
the Touring: you’d be talking a sale price of £1m or more at auction,
versus £500,000 or so for the ‘regular’ version. Remove all notion of value
from the equation, and it’s the Touring that I’d want in my garage.
When it was launched, Porsche’s marketing material described the RS

as the car that could do everything from commuting in traffic to weekend
racing – without complaining. It’s that lack of complaining that I find
most appealing and a genuinely unexpected surprise. After a full day of
hard driving in fairly extreme heat, neither of these two cars felt like they
had even broken a sweat.Not bad for something celebrating half a century
on the planet. Then again, perhaps I shouldn’t be surprised that a 911 –
the ultimate ‘no compromise’ version, no less – has proven itself to be not
only a brilliant drivers’ car, but every bit as usable as any other of its ilk.
That’s the magic of the car, and the proof that its maker achieved its aim.
It worked on track, too. As the fearsome 917 had been gradually

outlawed from racing, so Porsche concentrated ever more on the 911.
TheRS 2.7 led directly to the RSR 2.8, and there has been a full-on racing
version of the 911 ever since. They are still more common at Le Mans
than any other car.
Yet the RS almost never happened: in the final stages of development

it was almost stopped in its tracks by the sales team. Brodbeck laughs:
‘We knew we had to sell 500 of these cars to get it homologated, but
when it was presented to the sales team it wasn’t looking good. When
the head of the sales force was asked how many he thought they could
sell, he answered “Ten at most.”Thankfully he was wrong!’ End

‘On track, there’s no denying
that the difference between
Lightweight and Touring would
be night-and-day’
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THERE ARE MILLION-POUND-PLUS
supercars aplenty, but arguably no other has
survived in such a high proportion as the
Porsche 911 RS and RSR. These iconic
homologation specials were built to win
races, not to pose on fashionable city streets.
They were tough, brutal races, too – from
short, sharp sprints to no-holds-barred 24-
hour marathons – that left many battered and
bruised. Around 1500 of Porsche’s most
famous 911s were assembled during the early
1970s, and even a ‘barn find’ survivor is now
likely to fetch £1million or more.
If you are in the market for one of these

remarkable machines – whether buying or
selling – you need on your side an equally
genuine expert. Someone confidently,
discreetly and forensically able to discern the
good from the bad – and perhaps even the
fake from the fortune. In light of such
astronomical values and thewell-documented
interchangeability of components such as
engines and transmissions, suspension and
braking systems – even entire bodyshells –
it’s perhaps not surprising that there are
imposters out there to trap the unwary.
Cue Neil Bainbridge of Aylesbury,

Buckinghamshire-based BS Motorsport.
Now in his early 60s, Neil has spent his
working life immersed not just in air-cooled
Porsche 911 lore but also at the sharp end of
the RS and RSR industry. His first job, in
1975, with the cars at the height of their
motorsport careers, was as a 16-year-old
apprentice at Parker & Parker, the Porsche

dealership in Kendal, Cumbria. ‘From there I
went to Oxfordshire for a four-year stint at
Autofarm,’ recalls Neil, ‘then I set up on my
own and since 1996 I’ve been here atWestcott
Venture Park. In all that time I’ve rarely been
without an RS or an RSR project on the go.
I believe I have had some involvement with
around 50% of all the cars built.’
That’s a bold claim, but when you look at

the spectrum of services Neil offers – and
hear him reeling off specifications, options
lists, part numbers and paint codes – you
know it’s no idle boast. Full engine rebuilds –
to the highest standards, often using
components manufactured to his own design
– have been a mainstay of the business for
many years. After creating a dedicated dyno
room in 2008, Neil has offered a useful
running-in facility plus ignition and fuel-
system tuning, in conjunction with a state-
of-the-art Bosch rig for overhauling, setting
up and performance-modifying the cars’
complex mechanical injection systems.
Structural repairs and paintwork are

farmed out to acclaimed specialists, project-
managed by Neil and his team. Neil has also
made a big investment in the technology that
enables him to verify a given car’s crucially
important chassis number, in effect by
looking inside the structure of the metal for
signs of alteration. This has led to him
working with a German company capable
of accurately – and non-destructively –
determining the precise age of a steel panel
from its carbon content.

‘That has produced some fascinating
results on “historic” 911s of all types and
ages,’ says Neil. Brokerage is an important
element of the business, too, allowing vendors
and purchasers to maintain a discreet profile.
But it’s not just about money. Neil enjoys

every second of his long working days,
making frequent trips (in theUK and abroad)
to inspect, value or even retrieve cars – and
he maintains a hands-on approach. Or
perhaps that should be ‘hand-on’. Neil lost
his left arm after a road accident in the
1990s (he was left-handed, too), yet it hasn’t
affected his work rate, his ability or his
enthusiasm. He still builds engines, and has
developed tools and work-rounds for the
pump-testing rig, including an engineer’s
caliper that allows him to press keys at
opposite ends of the control keyboard.
The most telling evidence of Neil

Bainbridge’s passion for Porsche comes from
sitting in his office and talking to him.
Customers are greeted like the friends they
have become, and the phone rings constantly,
often with calls from big names in the classic,
air-cooled Porsche business, seeking parts for
their own rebuilds, a chassis-number check,
or even a lead on some long-forgotten
prototype. A lesser man would play his cards
close to his chest, and there is some hard-won
knowledge that Neil might divulge only to a
few, but he gives his time freely. ‘After all,’ he
smiles, ‘we’re in this together. And the more
we help each other, the longer we shall be able
to enjoy these fantastic cars.’

THE PERSONAL APPROACH
Buying or selling a Porsche 911 RS or RSR? Neil Bainbridge is the expert

Westcott Venture Park, Westcott, Bucks HP18 0XB | www.neilbainbridge.com | +44 (0)1296 658422
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What would you choose to drive nearly
3000 miles across the USA in two weeks?

Massimo Delbò picked a 1930 Lancia Type 227
Dilambda Cabriolet – which wasn’t without issues…

Photography Evan Klein
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G oingWest.Who hasn’t
dreamed, at least once
in their life, of crossing
the USA from ocean
to ocean? For me, this
desire stemmed from

a mix of beautiful and inspiring ‘on the road’
books, Hollywood films, and stories of the
legendary pioneers who made the journey in
their Buckboard wagons. I didn’t even once
envisage the journey being from West to East.
No, to my mind a proper Trans-Am odyssey
has to follow the sun.
As for the car, forget a practical rental. It

has to be a classic, even better if it’s pre-war,
to add some atmosphere to the adventure.
As for my companion, I met Filippo Sole
(coincidentally, his family name means ‘sun’
in Italian) a few years ago; he is ten years
younger than me and crazier in his approach to
life but we share many ideals, including a love
of pre-war classics. He restores his mostly with
his own hands.
We first talked seriously about a coast-to-

coast trip in late 2019, proposing to use
Filippo’s 1938 Lancia Astura Cabriolet Pinin
Farina. Then Covid hit and the project was put
on hold; the car won its class at Pebble Beach in
2021 and, as as we left the stage, we promised
ourselves that Spring 2022 would be our time.
The choice of car changed: here you see

Filippo’s freshly restored 1930 Lancia Type
227 Dilambda Cabriolet by Carlton, chassis
number 27-611. It is a one-off car, sold new in
England to Sir Douglas Montgomery Bernard
Hall, 2nd Baronet (1891-1962). It was he who
commissioned the London-based Carlton
Carriage Company to complete the rolling
chassis with a sporty-looking body. The
resulting Dilambda was nicknamed ‘Blue
Shadow’ – ‘BS’ was noted on the original
registration document – likely because of the
two-tone grey-blue exterior with blue interior.
TwomoreEnglishowners and threedifferent

body-colour combinations later, in October
1940 the Dilambda was damaged during a
German air raid and sequestered by the
Ministry of Supplies. No-one knows what
became of it until October 1970, when a series
of pictures show what remained of the car,
with much of its front bodywork missing,
being towed and worked upon. The fact that
many of its components are stamped with the
original production numbers (still clearly

visible today) tells us that much was salvaged
in spite of the poor condition in which it
was found. Even so, the remanufactured front
end, taken from another car, ended up being
quite different from the original.
TheDilambda, painted dark brown, was then

registered in England to Arthur Keeling and in
1972 given a new, undated licence plate. It was
sold to Italy in1984and in long-termownership
until 2018, when Filippo bought it.The car was
still fitted with its original engine and what was
believed to be its original body, plus a pile of
old parts detached from the car during its 1970
restoration, but it needed some work. Only
when Filippo began stripping it down did he
realise that everything from the firewall
forwards was not original, but had been
adapted to fit the rest of the body.
Historical research turned up the original

logbook and – incredibly – a full set of pictures
of the car, including the interior, taken in the
1930s by the first owner and still part of
his descendants’ family archive. A specialist
appraisal, testing the negatives, proved the
veracity of those photographs. Shortly after its
restoration, the car was shown at Villa d’Este
and won the Coppa d’Oro.
Following its success, the Dilambda was

loaded with spare parts and parked in a
container to be shipped to the USA’s East
Coast. Then all we needed was to work out our

route: it should be a relaxed tour, not defined
by a specific road, but a journey heading West
while visiting as many car friends as we could
and passing through asmany iconic areas of the
USA as possible. We needed decent weather in
the North and no threat of extreme heat in the
desert. LateMarch and early April seemed fine.
Or so we hoped…
In the event, the timing proved to be a bit

of a climate disaster. After weeks of mild
temperatures, we got snowstorms in the
North-East, sandstorms in Monument Valley,
and a swealtering heatwave as we arrived at
Los Angeles. But we weren’t travelling without
support. Photographer Evan Klein and his
assistant Brian Brantley brought a van, full of
spare parts (which we never used) and tools
(rather more extensively used) plus their
camera gear and all our luggage.
The route was nearly 3000 miles, and we set

aside two weeks from our Fifth Avenue, New
York, start to our destination in Beverly Hills,
visiting collector Bruce Meyer. Along the way
we would call at the Fred Simeone Museum in
Philadelphia, Nicola Bulgari’s NB Center at
Allentown, Pennsylvania (see Octane 176),
Mario Andretti in nearby Nazareth, Dallara
USA and the Motor Speedway in Indianapolis,
dealer and collector Mark Hyman in St Louis,
McPherson College in Kansas (home to an
illustriousAutomotiveRestorationTechnology
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Clockwise, from top right
What 3000 miles from coast to coast
looks like; drawing a crowd from the off,
at Times Square, New York; photographs
from the Lancia’s early days, taken by the
first owner, shortly after buying it in 1930.



‘It should be
a relaxed tour,
not defined by a
specific road but
a journey West
while visiting as
many car friends
as we could’

MONUMENT VALLEY

McPHERSON

ST. LOUIS INDIANAPOLIS

ALBUQUERQUE
MALIBU

LAS VEGAS

NEW YORK
PHILADELPHIA

A
D
O
B
E
S
TO
C
K

69



Program), andonviaAlbuquerque,Monument
Valley, Las Vegas and LA’s Petersen Museum.
The question often asked is: why? Well,

aside from personal pleasure, which is surely a
good enough excuse, there were things we
wanted to find out. Would it be possible for a
90-year-old car to cope for so manymiles? And
what happens to a concours-winning car when
it’s driven so far before returning to the show
field and being judged? SomeAmerican friends
were concerned about truck drivers, as we
would be slower than the 18-wheelers and
they would need to pass. We can now say that
none of themwas ever aggressive, always giving
us extra space, especially when pulling back in
ahead of us. In fact, the only time we got
honked at was by a Tesla driver, upset because
he thought we were turning right too slowly on
a red light. For some, autonomous driving
is clearly the best option.
In terms of reliability, the Dilambda made

it all the way, but it’s only fair to admit that
we spent several hours working on her, and
sometimes ended up calling a tow truck. Our
main issue was the shaft driving the water
pump, which would work loose as its fixings
were becoming rounded with use, leading to
uncomfortably high water temperatures. The
fix was not that difficult, we just needed to
build up the metal with a welding machine –
but to reach the pump you have to dismantle
a good part of the engine.
It happened more than once. The first

occasion involved a couple of hundred miles
on a flatbed to a workshop; the second time
was a Sunday, and we tried to work in a parking
lot, without much success but creating quite a
lot of curiosity. And so we needed another tow
truck, which took us to a friend’s workshop,
where we solved the problem properly.
This brings us to the main point of the

journey: friends. Forget the car, forget the
budget, forget everything else, the success of
this adventure is down to the friendship of so
many people. Without them, life on the road
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Clockwise, from top right
Wintry weather in Pennsylvania;
a break at the Brickyard; racing
legend Mario Andretti takes
the wheel; repairing the water
pump in the spotless St Louis
workshop of Mark Hyman;
breakfast at Nicola Bulgari’s NB
Center, located in what was a
drive-in – watching Humphrey
Bogart seemed only natural.



‘The Dilambda
made it, but we spent
several hours working
on her, and sometimes
ended up on a tow truck’
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would have been a lot more difficult. We might
not even have made it to our destination.
Members of the classic car community were

always happy to help. The NB Centre in
Allentown hosted the car after its arrival in the
USA, cleaned it, charged the battery and
carried out a comprehensive pre-journey
check. They even filled up the tank with racing
fuel just to play safe and helped us load the car
for its only journey eastwards, when it was
delivered to the front of our Manhattan hotel.
But they were not alone. IndyCar builder

Dallara USA moved some of its cars from the
workshop to let us check ours during our stay
in Indianapolis; Mark Hyman, in St Louis,
welcomed us into his shop and lent us a
mechanic for the whole day. Andwhile wewere
fixing the water pump shaft at McPherson
College, we were given a contact for a former
student, now working in Albuquerque, ‘just in
case’. Little did they know that this gesture
would practically save our journey: it was there
that we finally cured the water pump problem.
Obviously there are moments that will last

forever in my memory, such as shooting day
and night in New York’s Times Square
surrounded by thousands of people, and
discovering that in a city where no-one gives
anyone a second glance, people were crazy for
the Dilambda. ‘What is it?’ was always the
first question – we discovered that the name
Lancia is not so familiar in the USA.
While snow was dumped on Pennsylvania,

and temperatures plummeted to -15ºC, we
had icicles inside the car and, as we arrived

in Nazareth to visit Mario Andretti, the front
of the Dilambda was completely iced over.
Witnessing a videocall between Andretti and
his ex-Daytona andTarga Florio partner Arturo
Merzario, all in Italian and so rich in memories,
was a special moment, too.
I fell in love with the beautiful hills of

Kansas, and driving throughMonument Valley
is a memory that will stay with me forever. As
for the sandstorm there, suffice to say that the
red stuff was still appearing in themost unusual
places even by the end of our journey.
The most stressful moment came as we

arrived in Los Angeles, having come from
Las Vegas. The ambient temperature was well
above 40°C, the car was scorching hot and we
were frantically trying to avoid traffic jams. To
cool everything, radiator included, Filippo had
the smart idea of going through a car wash.
When we finally reached the PetersenMuseum
we both felt the need to kiss the tarmac.
But we weren’t all the way just yet. Coast to

coast meant ending up at Santa Monica pier,
but closed roads changed our plans to
Malibu, 20miles away, wherewe parked among
the surfers, looking incredulously at the Pacific
– and the odometer. It read 2831 miles more
than when we had started out 13 days earlier.
Because of a breakdown, we’d had to skip

our planned stop at the Route 66 Museum
in Oklahoma.We’d had to stop every 2½ hours
to refill the tank, as we never wanted to get
down to the last quarter. The Dilambda’s
preferred cruising speed was an indicated
65mph, more like 55mph in reality, but on

‘Driving
through
Monument
Valley is a
memory that
will stay with
me forever’

Clockwise, from left
The instantly recognisable Monument Valley left an impression (and
lots of sand); Filippo playing the cowboy with his Lancia; amazing
welcome at McPherson College, students of which will keep classics
running for the next generation; the gently beautiful scenery of Kansas.

73



some occasions we powered on for several
hundred miles at a time with the needle
hovering around 75-80.
The seats were amazingly comfortable and

we never wished for something more modern,
even after 12 or 13 hours on the road.The roof,
even under the most challenging conditions,
remained watertight, but I wore my ear-muffs
and was teased by Filippo – until he realised
what a great idea they were, and bought some
too. As you might expect of such an old car,
steering was always a two-handed affair and the
gearchange set the boundaries between man
and boy. Still I wouldn’t change a single thing.
To summarise the journey, I can’t think of

any words better than those of Prince Scipione
Borghese after the 1907 Peking to Paris race
with his Itala 60hp. ‘We were asked to answer if
it was possible to go from Peking to Paris by
motor car and, in doing so, we proved that it is
not. At least, remaining comfortably seated
behind the wheel and without some planning.’
And without some friends who have a

workshop, I would add. End
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Clockwise, from top left
A colourful reception in Las Vegas; Octane columnist and US TV icon Jay Leno meets Lancia owner Filippo Sole; road
closure at Santa Monica meant a date with the coast at Malibu; Octane meets collector Bruce Meyer in Beverly Hills.
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1970 LAMBORGHINI
MIURA P400S

A true automotive icon, commonly known
as “The World’s First Supercar” n Chassis

4452 is one of just 338 P400 S examples built
between 1968 and 1971, with improvements

in performance and creature comforts over
the earlier model n Beautifully finished in the

original colour scheme of Rosso Corsa with
black interior n Highly desirable matching

number example, as confirmed in a recent
report by marque expert IainTyrrell
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The short-lived MGC suffered a poor reputation as
a driver’s car. The racing GTS suggests it could have
been so much greater, as Richard Meaden discovers

Photography Andrew Morgan
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F
or a glorious spell during the 1960s, the
British Motor Corporation enjoyed an
exceptional period of overseas
motorsport success. Fuelled by the desire
to promote export sales in the USA and
Europe and facilitated by a talented team
of engineers and drivers, the BMC

Competitions Department was a force to be reckoned
with on the international race and rally scenes.
While the giant-slaying antics of the Monte-winning

Mini-Cooper S came to define the Competitions
Department’s efforts in the eyes of the wider public, the
Abingdon-based outfit fielded a raft of impressive and
versatile machinery. They ranged from the aptly named
‘Big Healeys’, which revelled in rallying and long-distance
road races, to numerous MGs that also proved adept at
circuit and stage driving. Even the unlikely Austin 1800
saloon got the Abingdon treatment to compete in the
gruelling London-Sydney Marathon.
Among the most appealing – not to mention last – of

the cars built by the Competitions Department cars was
the Lightweight MGC GTS. The car you’re admiring is
the first of only two cars built, chassis number ADO
52/1060, but affectionately nicknamedMabel on account
of its registration number, MBL 546E.
Between 1967 and 1969 Mabel raced successfully in

four blue riband endurance races, scoring some deeply
impressive results in the hands of some of the quickest
and most celebrated drivers of the period. MBL’s first
outing was on the 1967 Targa Florio, where somewhat
confusingly it was entered as anMGGTS (the S standing
for ‘Special’, not Sebring, as is commonly suggested; also
hence the ‘missing’ C from the tailgate badge) and ran
with a special 2004cc four-cylinder B-series engine and
the flat MGB bonnet. The reason? Because the six-
cylinder MGC road car was still secret at that time.
A further quirk of this early outing is that Mabel was

originally painted Tartan Red, in fine BMCCompetitions
Department tradition. Then came a last-minute request
from the Targa organisers, who requested that the car
didn’t run in Italian national racing colours. A hasty
switch to British Racing Green appeased the locals, and
also accounts for the engine bay, interior and floorpan
remaining red!
By 1968 it was running in full MGCGTS specification

(more on which shortly). At Sebring in the famous 12
Hour endurance race, Paddy Hopkirk and Andrew
Hedges achieved an outstanding class win that saw
them in tenth place overall. Later that year MBL tackled
the fearsome 84-hour Marathon de la Route at the
Nürburgring, where Tony Fall and Julien Vernaeve
managed a tremendous sixth overall. Its final outing
was at Sebring in 1969, driven by the less-than-stellar
pairing of Craig Hill and Bill Brack to sixth in class and
34th overall. A truer indication of the GTS’s potential
that year can be seen in its sister Lightweight, RMO
699F, which took 15th overall.
Having completed the race, both cars were sold to

BMC’s US distributor. Incredibly, they remained unsoldM
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Clockwise, from above
Bonnet hump clears straight-six beneath;

GTS handles somewhat better than standard
MGC; its first outing, the 1967 Targa Florio,
driven by Paddy Hopkirk with Timo Mäkinen,
with a tuned B-series and MGB bonnet…



79

‘PADDY HOPKIRK
AND ANDREW HEDGES

ACHIEVED AN
OUTSTANDING CLASS

WIN AT SEBRING’



Later in the programme further weight-saving efforts
came in the form of special alloy engine blocks. As is so
often the case when development is done on the hoof
(and on a shoestring) there is some debate over exactly
how many engines were made, and which cars they were
fitted to, though it would appear that it was RMO and not
MBL that used the all-alloy development engine in anger.
The new lightweight body was designed by Don

Hayter, stylist of the MGB and credited with helping to
pen the Aston Martin DB2/4 and DB4. Prior to his stint
at Feltham, Hayter had worked on design details of the
Avro Lancaster and Supermarine Spitfire. Not a bad CV.
There’s certainly a fusion of grace and function about

the GTS that’s incredibly appealing to the eye. The
oversized bubble ’arches are prescient of those attached
to Ford’s Escort Mk1 rally cars – no coincidence, as
BMC’s Competition Department supremo, Stuart
Turner, subsequently founded Ford’s AVO Department
after leaving BMC. They give the underlying MGB GT
shape an abundance of muscle. In truth they actually
appear to be oversized for the wheels and tyres fitted. It
suggests a degree of future-proofing in the event of the C
needing more rubber on the road, but I’ve failed to
unearth any evidence to support my hunch. Perhaps the
Octane hivemind can help?
The ’arches are the defining feature, but it’s the details

that provide endless joy. MBL is peppered with racing
add-ons: fixed jacking points to aid pit stops, a roof-
mounted marker light to distinguish it from RMO when
racing at night, two pairs of auxiliary driving lamps, and
the large alloy filler cap that protrudes from the right-
hand C-pillar. The whole car screams ‘works racer’.

for a number of years and, having subsequently passed
through a number of hands, MBL was treated to a fully
documented rotisserie restoration at Symbolic Motors in
La Jolla, San Diego, between 2009 and 2012 by previous
owner Henry Camisasca. The car is now back in the
UK and owned by Rick Hall, proprietor of Hall & Hall.
Given that the MGC road car was blessed with rather

less athleticism than its six-cylinder engine promised, the
Competitions Department really went to town on the
GTS in order to make it a contender. Most radical of the
changes was to the body, which retained the central
section of the MGC’s steel structure but was clad in
new aluminium exterior panels, including the roof,
doorskins, front valance, rear hatch and – of course – the
extravagantly flared front and rear wheelarches. The
bonnet was also aluminium, but this was a standard-fit
item on the MGC, presumably as an attempt to mitigate
the hefty weight of the 3.0-litre straight-six beneath it.
In race tune the C-series engine developed a little over

200bhp – 55-60bhp more than the standard engine. This
was achieved by a fractional overbore and recessed piston
crowns, which took capacity to 2968cc (up from 2912cc).
A seven-bearing crankshaft, plus lightened and balanced
conrods, flywheel and clutch assembly, ensured sweeter
revving and a snappier throttle response.
To save weight the cylinder head was recast in

aluminium, and the compression ratio was increased to
10.25:1. Stronger valve springs and modified rocker
assemblies raised the rev limit to 6750rpm, while added
snort was provided by a bank of triple 45 DCOE Weber
carburettors attached to the new head via their own
individual alloy inlet manifolds.
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1967MGC GTS
Engine 2968cc OHV straight-six,
triple Weber 45 DCOE carburettors
Power 202bhp @ 6000rpm
Transmission Four-speed manual,
rear-wheel drive, limited-slip
differential Steering Rack and pinion
Suspension Front: upper wishbones,
lower transverse links, torsion bar,
telescopic dampers, anti-roll bar.
Rear: live axle, semi-elliptic leaf
springs, lever-arm dampers
Brakes Girling discs
Weight c1000kg
Top speed c130mph
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‘NOT SURPRISINGLY,
THERE’S SOMETHING OF
THE BABY E-TYPE ABOUT

THE MGC GTS’
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There’s just as much to enjoy inside, with the large
spare wheel strapped on top of the huge 24-gallon fuel
tank, low-cut bucket seats, basic roll-cage and neatly
labelled toggle switches getting you in the mood to
attack Circuito Piccolo delle Madonie in front of half
a million baying Sicilians. Or, indeed, Blyton Park
on a sunny summer’s day.
Such was the weakening effect of the lightweight

aluminium panels that the MGC’s structure could flex
alarmingly when subjected to significant cornering loads,
especially at the Nürburgring Nordschleife. As you can
imagine, this was something of a problem for a racing car,
especially one fitted with extra-wide wheels and tyres to
increase grip. Not only would the bonnet twist its way
open (forcing the team to attach a leather strap to keep it
closed) but on occasion the doors would burst open, too!
The fix? A pair of brass cupboard slide bolts, which I’m
advised to slot into their keeps once in the car. Not to be
left out, the tailgate is secured with a leather strap.
While this flex wouldn’t have helped with the MGC’s

ultimate handling, given the rough-and-tumble nature of
Sebring, Sicily and the Nürburgring, some compliance
was probably no bad thing, intentional or not.

Perhaps not surprisingly, there’s something of the
baby E-type about the MGC GTS. The lusty straight-six
doesn’t have the Jag’s shove, but it propels the C
enthusiastically, a crisp bark from the twin exhaust pipes
bolstered by the throaty snort from those hungry
Webers. It’s a soundtrack evocative of the 1960s and
certainly forgives those who were seduced by the notion
of a beefed-up B with a lot more muscle.
There’s plenty of torque, so you can happily let the

engine work through its mid-range without being
tempted to drop down a gear, but it’s also happy to nudge
the tacho needle towards the graduated orange-to-redline
if you need to hold a gear between corners.
Like with racing MGBs, there’s a friendliness to the C

GTS that suggests it would have been a fabulous partner
on long-distance races, especially the Targa or Marathon
de la Route, on which lengthy stints in a tricky car would
have led to premature fatigue and, potentially, a missed
gear or mid-corner misjudgement.
The gearshift is sweet and short of throw and the

steering has a nice blend of connection and heft that
makes it easy to place the car accurately, aiming the nose
neatly towards the apex, then making mid-corner
corrections as you power towards the exit. There’s
certainly little evidence of the MGC’s reputed propensity
to understeer, although to be fair Blyton’s corners tend
to encourage steering on the throttle – something Mabel
clearly enjoys!
What’s apparent is that the GTS is one of those cars

you just want to keep driving, with a transparency that
quickly builds your confidence and a generosity of
character that means you form an immediate bond with
the machine. MBL would have competed against much
faster and more potent cars, but I doubt their drivers
would have developed quite such a connection, nor
enjoyed the satisfaction of getting the most from what
was a modestly powerful car in comparison to its class
rivals. It’s a thoroughly enjoyable drive,more than enough
fun that I’d envy Hall and covet his new purchase.
With so little use since its nut-and-bolt restoration

MBL looks like a new pin. In truth it’s probably a bit too
perfect, or at least in need of a few scuffs and stonechips
as signs of living a life at speed. Now that it has been
repatriated – something MG enthusiasts have wanted
prettymuch sinceMBL andRMO left for Sebring in 1969
– Hall intends to use the car on a few Historic events.
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Left and below
Aluminium panels
save weight, oversize
wheelarches allow
wider wheels; 3.0-litre
straight-six stretched,
strengthened,
lightened, balanced to
be good for 202bhp.



That’s great news, for significant cars such as this need
to be seen. Hall’s enthusiastic driving will surely begin the
process of MBL acquiring the kind of gentle patina that
always sets active Historic competition cars apart from
dormant ‘investment grade’ assets.

THE CLOSURE OF BMC’s Competitions Department
in 1970 was a bitter moment for all involved, and a sorry
way for such a special outfit to end its days. One suspects
that the team’s decline and the Lightweight MGCs being
the last cars to leave Abingdon somehow cast a shadow
over Project EX241. It’s not hard to see how stretched
finances coupled with the road car’s well-documented
inadequacies left the resulting pair of GTSs fighting more
than just the opposition, yet those stand-out results at
Sebring, Targa Florio and theMarathon de la Route point
to a fine car that deservedmore support anddevelopment.
Motorsport is riven with tales of what might have been.

There’s certainly a sense of unfinished business about the
MGC’s racing exploits. But if you subscribe to the old
adage ‘if it looks right, it is right’ then the handsome,
charismatic GTS is sure to win you over. If you’ve got
a drop of petrol in your veins it is impossible to resist.
That the MGC tends to get overlooked in the grand

scheme of BMC’s wider competition achievements does
the last Abingdon MG racer a great disservice. Perhaps
now that MBL is back in Britain, it will serve to remind
us how special these Lightweight MGCs are. End

THANKS TOHall & Hall, hallandhall.net.
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Top and above
GTS was fully restored in 2012

and will finally be put to use on the
track again in Historic racing; Don
Hayter’s reworking of his own
styling certainly looks the part.
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Mike Renaut speaks to filmmaker Roger Corman about
the car movies he’s made during a career

that spans eight decades
Portrait Shutterstock

Roger Corman

T H E
O C T A N E

I N T E R V I E W

‘I DID GRADUATE WORK at Oxford and
bought a brand-new MG TD in England,
which was really hip and my introduction to
small sports cars. I drove it all over Europe.
Totally dependable, one of the best cars I ever
had. I finally sold it; the American cars were
giants and I was a dwarf on the road. I thought,
if anybody hits me, I’m going to get hurt.’ Yes,
Roger Corman has long been a car enthusiast.
Active in the movie industry since 1954,

Corman was born in Michigan, USA, in 1926.
His box office hits include 1960’s black comedy
TheLittle Shop of Horrors, 1961’sThePit and the
Pendulum – one of several films based on the
works of Edgar Allan Poe, and starring Vincent
Price – andThe Trip, a psychedelic 1967 work
with a script by Jack Nicholson that starred
Peter Fonda, Dennis Hopper and Bruce Dern.
Industry big-hitters from Francis Ford

Coppola to Martin Scorcese abound in his
repertoire – and so do vehicles. 1966’s The
Wild Angels had a group of Hell’s Angels paid
to work as extras and crew, sparked a trend in
biker movies that peaked with Easy Rider in
1969, and featured Peter Fonda’s iconic ‘We
wanna be free’ monologue that was recycled to
popular effect in the 1990 Andrew Weatherall
reworking of Primal Scream’s shoegazing
I’m Losing MoreThan I’ll Ever Have.
Later in his career Corman would produce

Death Race 2000, and he played a cameo role
the following year in 1976’s Cannonball!, yet
one of his earliest films, released late in 1954,
has become a cult classic among petrolheads
the world over. And not only did it secure its
producer Corman a three-movie deal, it was

also reprised in 2001 by Universal Pictures,
which licensed the title and created a franchise
that is so far nine strong, with two more films
in the pipeline.
So, Mr Corman, what inspired you to make

The Fast and the Furious?
‘I’ve always been interested in racing; sports

cars were starting to be raced in California. I
made up a story about a girl in a long-distance
race and we found a white Jaguar XK120 that
was actually being raced, so I filmed a number
of events and at the end of the season bought
it and that Jag was my car for a while.
‘Later, Neil Moritz made a car picture about

street racing and he didn’t like its title. His dad
was head of publicity at American International
back when I was working for them and said,
“Roger made a movie a long time ago called
The Fast and the Furious,” so Neil called me
saying, “We’d like to use your title.” They gave
me a small amount of money and they’ve done
rather well out of that title. Had I known…’
It turns out that Corman didn’t only write

the story for the original, but also financed it
himself with the $60,000 he’d received for his
first film, 1954’s Monster from the Ocean Floor.
And he took part as a stunt driver. ‘We had a
couple, paid Screen Actors Guild salaries, but
for dangerous driving they’d ask for extra
money. A shot came up they said was really
dangerous; theywanted double. I thought, “I’m
not going to pay you that much, give me the
helmet – I’ll drive the car myself.” Later, I’m
driving the rival car and I come around
this turn and John Ireland’s white Jaguar is
supposed to pass me, except they never passed

Facing page, and above
Corman, sprightly at the age of 96;
pictured recently in the MG TD his
wife and daughter had restored
for him during the Covid epidemic.
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‘TREVOR TAYLOR HAD
HAD AN ACCIDENT AND

THE CHIEF MECHANIC
SAID “YOU GUYS ARE A
JINX.” THE LAST THING

I WANTED WAS FOR
LOTUS TO THINK THAT’

and so I won the race. They told me, “You lost
track of what youwere doing and drove towin.”
I said, “I drove normal speed, tell him to drive
faster – he’s the stunt driver, not me!”’
In 1963, the first of two Formula 1 films

appeared. The Young Racers was put together
on the modest budget of $90,000 for the small
independent company American International
Pictures that Corman was then working for.
The idea for the film was his own. ‘I was
thinking of Formula 1 and my good friend
Bob Campbell had written a picture about
bullfighting and hadn’t sold it. I said, “Bob,
rewrite your script into Formula 1 driving,”
then said to my regular crew, “How would you
like an all-expenses-paid vacation to Europe?”
I put together the best staff ever – my assistant
was Francis Ford Coppola. I got a Volkswagen

Microbus, then Francis and my key grip rebuilt
the interior to get all the equipment in and we
went to Europe. Formula 1 raced every other
weekend so we’d work around each race; the
other week we’d have time off and be tourists.’
Actors in the film included William

Campbell and Patrick Magee, but the drivers
also starred. ‘At Lotus their top drivers were
number one Jimmy Clark – the World
Champion – and number two Trevor Taylor. I
made a deal with Lotus to photograph them
and they would be my lead cars. Then I made
a deal with the Cooper team and their number
one Bruce McLaren was in the picture as the
sort of rival to Jimmy.
‘The first race was the Monaco Grand Prix

and that was the wildest shooting I ever had.
All the people were waiting for the race to start;

I set up a scene where Jimmy drives to just
beyond the finish line, then Bill Campbell,
playing the lead, gets in the car. Jimmy was
ready, then a truck pulled in the middle of the
track. The crowd just saw this idiot – me –
running down the middle of the racetrack
screaming at the truck driver to move and they
were applauding…
‘Then I went into the pits and Trevor Taylor

had had an accident and torn the bodywork.
He pulled out and the chief mechanic told me:
“You guys are a jinx.” I thought the last thing I
want is for Lotus to think that in the first race of
the season. I said, “Jinx, hell, you guys just can’t
build a car that’ll go the distance.” There was
never mention of a jinx again.’
Despite that, Corman’s relationship with

Colin Chapman remained cordial enough that
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he bought a Lotus Elite. ‘I said to Chapman,
I’m giving you free publicity, at least let me buy
a Lotus at whatever it costs you to build one.’
By the end of the season, Corman had

experienced enough of the world of Formula 1
that he fancied another stint behind the wheel
– though not as a stunt driver on this occasion.
‘The last race was Silverstone; next day wewent
to another track I rented and I had Jimmy and
Bruce and a couple of others driving and we
photographed all the tight stuff with the actors
occasionally driving. When it was all over, I
said, “Could I drive that car around the track?”
and the Lotus mechanic said, “Sure.” I ended
up driving the 1962 Lotus 25 because Colin
wasn’t about to let me have the World
Championship 1963 car and the ’62 car looked
exactly the same. I didn’t understand the thing,
I just touched the accelerator and I was already
in the first turn. I thought, “God, I can’t drive
this but I can’t back up – there’s no reverse gear.
I can’t drive the whole circuit in first,” so I
gingerly put it in second and could hear the
gears clash and thought, “I’m afraid to put it in
third.” I drove the whole circuit in second. As I
pulled into the pit, Jimmy and Bruce were
saying, “Great drivingRoger, wonderful drive.”’
Rumours suggest that much of The Young

Racers was filmed without permits or
permission, which would be an understandable
shortcut, given the film’s ambitious scale and
small budget. Says Corman: ‘I got permission
at each track to have one cameraman and, of
course, I had three but nobody seemed to care.
I paid to photograph races but overused what
I paid for. I shot The Young Racers with three
cameras. Iheard thatwhenJohnFrankenheimer
did Grand Prix three years later he had
something like 18 cameras. The difference
between low-budget and big-budget shooting.’
Big budgets are something that evaded

Corman, yet perhaps the character of his films
comes as a direct result of his ability to spin a
visual tale without the need for lavish locations,
equipment or special effects, and his penchant
for getting the most out of anything he did pay
for, such as those permits. In his own words:
‘When Jaws came out, Vincent Canby, lead
critic for the New York Times, wrote: “What is
Jaws but a big-budget Roger Corman movie?”
He was right. Monster From The Ocean Floor –
the first film I ever made, in 1954 – was a very
similar story.’
But while Corman has been responsible for

such titles as The Beast with a Million Eyes,

89

Clockwise, from far left
Sylvester Stallone threatens a driver with his
car in Death Race 2000; poster from the 1963
movie; Peter Fonda and Nancy Sinatra on the
set of The Wild Angels; scene from The Fast
and the Furious; on set for The Trip.



Attack of the Giant Leeches, The Masque of the
Red Death (released in 1964, and one of
Corman’s personal favourites), Blood Bath,The
Dunwich Horror and literally hundreds more,
the car is a theme he’s returned to – even the
subject of Formula 1.That topic isn’t exactly on
the radar of every American car guy (maybe he
picked it up while studying English Literature
at Oxford) and his second stab was The Wild
Racers in 1968, starring singer and actor Fabian.
‘The Young Racers had been a solid success for
AIP and they wanted a sequel. I said, “I spent
one whole summer on the Formula 1 circuit.
I’m not gonna do that again, but I’ll run the
picture for you and have my friends make it.”’
Two years later, Corman sought ‘freedom

and money’ and founded his own production
and distribution company, New World
Pictures. ‘The Wild Angels and The Trip had
been the most successful pictures AIP ever had
– they made a small fortune and I worked with
them for 15 years, but on both they cut out
things without telling me after I turned over
the picture.The only way to avoid it was to have
my own company.’
The result was numerous car chase and crash

movies, including two starring Ron Howard:
Eat My Dust and Grand Theft Auto. Corman
was instrumental on every level, spending time
on set because he had previous experience
working with racing cars. ‘Eat My Dust
originally had a different title. We were
shooting in the Valley, cars were throwing

‘A GOOD FRIEND SHOT
AN ENTIRE PICTURE

WITH HIS CELLPHONE.
THE DAYS OF THE

INDEPENDENT FILM-
MAKERS ARE

COMING BACK’

up huge clouds of dust, and Chuck Griffith,
who was directing, said, “We ought to call this
picture Eat My Dust.”That was a great title, and
it was a huge success. Ron Howard called and
said, “I’ll do a sequel for the same money and
direct for free.” He starred in and directed
GrandTheft Auto, another big success.’
It was also known for something else: a

Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud was wrecked in the
film, though all was not necessarily as it
seemed. ‘Chuck Griffith, my ace writer, was
always putting stuff in that was difficult to
shoot – that’s why we’d had those bullfighting
scenes, years before. He added a scene where
they put a Rolls-Royce in a demolition derby
and the Rolls gets destroyed. We rented a Rolls
and found another in a junkyard, fixed it up and
painted it so it looked like the lead car. It would
barely drive but it didn’t make any difference.
At the end of the picture the crew took its Spirit
of Ecstasy, mounted it and gave it to Ron.’
The final word, however, goes to Corman.

‘There are fewer motion picture theatres and
undoubtedly there will be some technical
innovation that outdates streaming, something
else will come along and the bulk of the money
will be in there. A good friend, director Monte
Hellman, shot an entire picture with his
cellphone. The days of the independent
filmmakers are coming back.’
They couldn’t have a better mentor than

Corman, author of How I Made a Hundred
Movies inHollywood andNever Lost a Dime. End
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Clockwise, from left
The brooding producer; scene
from 1967’s The St Valentine’s
Day Massacre; with a model of
Jim Clark’s 1963 Lotus 25.
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Just outside the Italian city of
Verona is Museo Nicolis, home to 200
cars – and so much more. Massimo
Delbò takes us on a privileged tour

Photography Max Serra

MUSEO NICOLIS
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MUSEO NICOLIS

This page and opposite
Silvia Nicolis, in charge of the museum since
it opened in 2000, with a 1968 Maserati
Mistral – the 200 cars are merely part of the
ten collections on display; other artefacts
include musical instruments such as this
late-1800s music box, below right; the
original nose of a 1937 Maserati 6CM, below.

I
f you remember Penelope Pitstop of
the Wacky Races, when you meet Silvia
Nicolis you can’t help but smile. She
loves to drive her favourite car from the
collection kept by Museo Nicolis – the
museum founded by her late father – so
much that it is the museum’s mascot:
the one-off 1938 Lancia Astura MM by
Carrozzeria Colli. While she’s driving

it, she wears her classic racing helmet and, as
she admitted in Gearbox (see Octane 221), she
can’t be without her Chanel lipstick. Yet
behind this façade is a talented entrepreneur,
one who has managed the family’s museum
since it opened in 2000.
Inside the museum are around 200 cars,

but the ten collections also include bicycles,
cameras, typewriters, Formula 1 steering
wheels and more. ‘The museum is the
incarnation of my father Luciano’s dream,’ says
Silvia. ‘He was born in 1933 into a poor family,
and worked hard every day of his life to better
himself. As a teenager he began riding a bicycle,
later with a trailer behind it, to collect used
paper, and so began what remains our family
business of recycledpaper.While out pedalling,
he saw the first small trucks and dreamed of
owning one. He was a gifted mechanic; I
remember he was always fixing something.
When he bought his first light truck in 1959, an
OM Lupetto that we still have, he carried out
all the maintenance himself. He started to
gather mechanical items, and that is the origin
of several of our collections.’
Growing up in a family with both parents in

love with old cars left its mark on Silvia. ‘My
mother used to drive a Fiat 509 Convertible
and I would often ride in the “mother-in-law”
seat. Usually dad was driving something pre-
war too, and I still have vivid memories of his
cleaning procedure, especially the never-
ending brass polishing. His weekends were
spent mostly driving classics, going to a
gathering or swapmeet. I grew up in this
mainly masculine world, learning a lot, and
noticed how basic events, with spare parts
shown on blankets on the ground, evolved
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Silvia also made sure to take part in events.
‘At the weekends I would often drive on a
classic rally, together with one of my dearest
friends. I was usually given the 1949 Fiat 500
Spyder Sport by Carozzeria Colli. That was
one of my favourite times, full of fun. I was 18
years old, bold and carefree, everything my
father hoped for: in love with old cars and
mechanical artefacts, and ready to be prepared
for his next vision, the creation of a museum
containing all his stuff.’
Before the museum opened, the Nicolis

family had to spread the collections around
several places. Silvia smiles as she remembers
teasing dad because the space for the cars was
bigger than the one for the family.The building
that now hosts the museum became reality
only after many years of planning. It is one of
the last projects with which Luciano Nicolis
was involved, when he had more free time as
his sons took over the daily management of the
industries he had founded and grown to an
international level. He saw Silvia as the perfect
person to run it.
‘From the legal point of view I was in charge

of Museo Nicolis from day one, while my
father Luciano acted informally as a technical
consultant, or maybe a curator, keeping his eye

to become the current high-profile shows, and
how simple tours became regularity rallies.’
Silvia herself was instrumental in the

opening of the museum. ‘With dad collecting
so many different subjects, I was able to
connect a whole historical period, getting
more and more involved in what was his
passion, and I developed a network of friends
who are still an important part of my life. Back
then, to me, the Torpedoes were my favourite
cars: at family gatherings, all the children –
and there were many – would be allowed to get
in together. I then added my side, bringing
fashion and old trunks into the museum.’
Silvia’s first car was a 1963 Cisitalia 850 GT

Coupé, the last model manufactured by
Cisitalia and now part of the museum. It
needed a lot of work. ‘I was quite upset as all
my friends were driving more modern cars,
while my 850 was in terrible shape and let me
down several times,’ she recalls. ‘After months
of work, the 850 got better and I went from
being ashamed of it to being proud, as all of
my friends thought it was very cool indeed. I
learned that being different is not always easy,
and that putting in the necessary work pays
you back. I also learned the pleasure of driving,
as well as the duty of maintaining a classic car.’

‘S ILV IA NICOL IS
HERSELF WAS
INSTRUMENTAL
IN THE OPENING
OF THE MUSEUM’
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Above and facing page
Furniture and military
artefacts contrast with
1929 Isotta Fraschini
8A S by Castagna, one
of the last restorations
to be carried out for

founder Luciano Nicolis.
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on the restoration projects and the technicians
in charge of the collections. In order to run the
museum, I left my role in the family company,
and while making mistakes along the way,
learned how to run and develop a museum,
something none of us had experience in doing.
But I didn’t ask for it; it was my father seeing
in me the right person for this task and telling
me – not asking me! – about my new role. He
likedmy curiosity,my spirit of discovery, which
he had given to me.’
And the museum is about more than simply

the collections it houses and exhibits. As Silvia
says: ‘The congress facilities, service centre,
school programmes and so on are so important
in keeping themuseum running.Theywere not
originally planned but were developed based
on needs and opportunities, just like a normal
business. I have personally covered every single
role in the museum, from making coffee to
hanging paintings on the walls, cleaning the
floor and fixing cars, and working every
weekend because the museum’s busiest days
are Saturday and Sunday. I have learnt somuch,
from restoration to speaking live on TV,
from teaching to promoting the museum for
tourism. It is not just a classic car museum but
a meeting place for different worlds, such as
design, music, food, culture, movies and so on.’
The first car Luciano Nicolis bought for his

collection was a 1903 Cottereau Populaire, a
symbol to him of the moment when the
automobile left behind the carriage style and
become an independent entity. It’s replicated in
sculpture just outside the museum, and is a car
unknown to most of the visitors.
‘The cars most liked by the public have

changed a lot in the past 20 years,’ says Silvia.
‘The younger generation still goes crazy for the
1981 DeLorean DMC12, a car they know from
Back to the Future. The car most used as a
backdrop for a selfie is the 1957 BMW Isetta
300, so unusual in its shape. We have evolved
to match, by creating spaces to use as charging
points for portable devices, as well as opening
the museum to pets, the latter requested more
and more by visitors who otherwise wouldn’t
know where to leave their dogs. I say dogs, but
we even had a cat visiting, too.’
Much has not changed, however, as the

collection on display remains as left by Luciano
Nicolis, and that is a surprise as most museums
tend to change their exhibitions. ‘I often argued
with my father about the best way to display
the collections, to which he usually replied,
“When I’m dead, you’ll do what you prefer,”’
says Silvia. ‘When I lost my father I was
tempted to do so, but asked visitors and
friends for their opinions and I got 100%
positive answers that the display was perfect.
So I simply left everything as it was.’
A great turning point for Museo Nicolis was

when it won the Museum of the Year accolade

in the 2018 Historic Motoring Awards. ‘I was
surprised to be a nominee and was recording
the presentation when I discovered that we
were among the finalists. I was amazed. When
they declared my museum as the winner, I was
so happy that the video connection broke
because my telephone went flying over my
head! Here we are, working hard in Villafranca,
a small village outside Verona, not exactly the
centre of the world, and winning meant we
had been noticed at an international level. It
was a dream come true, and a strong incentive
to do better still.’ End

Visit museonicolis.com to find out more.

‘BEFORE THE
MUSEUM, THE
FAMILY SPREAD
COLLECT IONS
AROUND’
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Above and below
The supersonic jet collection is on the roof,
while the brass recreation of the museum’s
1903 Cottereau Populaire welcomes
visitors; images of founder Luciano Nicolis,
surrounded by his collections.
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One man’s technical knowledge made the 1952 Zanussi 1100
Sport far more significant than the world would remember

Words Massimo Delbò Photography Max Serra

OF

SCIENCE
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It looks sporty, it’s red and – trust me – it
makes a lot of noise. But drive it and you’ll
never hear somebody scream ‘It’s a Zanussi!’
because, to most, this is an unknown
marque. Zanussi manufactured only a tiny
number of cars: just seven, plus a few more
based on customers’ cars, mostly the Fiat

508 Balilla and the 1100.This car is a real oddity.
Fioravante Zanussi was born in 1894 at Pasiano di

Pordenone, in north-east Italy, the eldest of nine children.
He showed a keen in interest in all things mechanical from
an early age – four of his brothers would end up working
with cars, too. By the age of 16 he had a job with Anonima
Aquila Italiana , a car and engine manufacturer in Turin. He
soonmoved to the bigger, better established SCAT (Società
Ceirano Automobili Torino), where he was assigned to the
racing department.
It is important to remember that in the early 1900s the

Ceirano brothers were the leading force behind the growing
Italian motoring scene, and their contribution to the
development of Italian cars of the period is immeasurable.
SCATswon theTarga Florio in 1911, 1912 and 1914; before
World War One, the racing driver Tazio Nuvolari was
distributing their cars in the Veneto region. The talented
and passionate young Zanussi was in exactly the right place
to build his knowledge and experience.

In 1914 Zanussi was hired by FIAT (Fabbrica Italiana
Automobili Torino) as an engine testing specialist, but then
Italy entered the war and he was enlisted as a motorcycle
courier. ‘He was dreaming about aeroplanes, the new,
growing force in the Army,’ says Zanussi’s son Ezio. ‘As soon
as he spotted an opportunity, he asked to be moved. His
commanding officer did not want to lose his skills and
refused to sign the necessary authorisation. SoFioravantewas
given a promotion but he refused it, even though he would
be punished for this gesture.That’s the sort of man he was.’
In 1919, with the war over, Fioravante Zanussi moved to

Treviso and opened his own workshop. It welcomed cars
and motorbikes, and Zanussi became known for tuning the
steeds of local gentleman drivers. He even began advertising
his name as a driver in local events.
‘We have evidence of him racing motorcycles in 1924, a

special supercharged 100cc bike, and cars, too, in events
such as the Vittorio Veneto-Cansiglio hillclimb with an
OM,’ says Ezio, today a spirited 90-year-old. ‘We have no
idea why he suddenly quit the motorcycle business. Dad
wasn’t an open character and seldom spoke about his work.
Our memories often come from what we saw in person but,
from themoment that decision was taken, nothing with two
wheels ever entered the shop or the family garage again.’
In 1928 Zanussi entered in the Brescia Speed Kilometres

an Alfa Romeo RL he had tuned, finishing with a better
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time than the overall winner. In 1936 came a short stint
in Somalia, in those days an Italian colony, as a specialist
in diesel fuel pumps, before he returned to Treviso and
a new workshop, where he took care of the Fiat 1100
Sport owned by Alberto Comirato, winner of the 1938
Italian Championship.
These were the years of increasing success for the Mille

Miglia, and all of Italy was scattered with small mechanics’
shops where, with little money but lots of imagination,
racing specials were manufactured. The early wave of that
movement – nicknamed bymany as ‘Etceterini’ – included
such names as Stanguellini, Ermini, Giannini and so on, all
of which were trademarks of the Italian racing movement
until the 1960s.
‘Just before the Second World War, my father achieved

his dream of manufacturing a car under his own name,’
says Ezio. ‘He started with the rolling chassis and engine
of a Fiat 508C 1100, with an alloy body and cycle wings.
Unfortunately, the war forced a shift in priorities; racing
was replaced by surviving, anything just to keep the
business running.’
Zanussi’s wartime projects included coal-fuelled cars

and LPG systems, and, as soon as hostilities ceased, his
workshop flourished again. ‘The whole of Italy wanted to
go racing, and the Fiat 500 Topolino and 1100 with the
engine tuned by my father were, quite simply, the fastest
in the Categoria Turismo Normale, in which major
modification was not allowed.’
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Clockwise, from left
Massimo Delbò at the
wheel and exposed to
the elements; the
Zanussi, driven in 1952
by Fioravante Zanussi’s
son Angelo; simple
cockpit with slender
seats and sprung
steering wheel.



From 1947 to 1955, Fioravante Zanussi enjoyed the
pinnacle of his passion, manufacturing cars bearing his
name. A prototype was made (it would receive a series of
engines, including a BMWunit) with a racing chassis, while
standard-bodied tuning included fitting a Fiat 500A with a
SIATA cylinder head. Alloy bodies were created mainly by
the nearby Fratelli Vendrame workshop.
During those early years, Fioravante decided

to create something really special, based on an Alfa Romeo
6C 1750 Compressore. The donor car, chassis number
0211463, was registered in December 1929, in Milan. By
January 1934 it was listed with its first body modification,
having been transformed from an open two-seater to a
closed four-seater. Several owners later, in December 1951
it was sold to Fioravante Zanussi for 100,000 lire – the
equivalent of just €1700 today. We don’t know what
condition the 22-year-old Alfa Romeo was in, but it doesn’t
really matter because in October 1952 it was declared to be
an open siluro sport (‘torpedo’) body, with two seats once
more but four cylinders instead of six and its fiscal power
rating revised down from 19 to 13hp.
None of these modifications seems extraordinary; a new

body and new engine were not unheard of in Italy’s post-war
racing community. However… ‘The amazing early story of
this car is that my father did not swap the twin-cam Alfa
Romeo unit for a more normal four-cylinder one,’ says Ezio.
Instead, Fioravante Zanussi chopped cylinders 5 and 6 off
the original 6C engine, downsizing it to qualify for racing
in the same class as the Fiat 1100. The final result was an

‘Fioravante Zanussi decided to create something
really special, based on an Alfa Romeo 6C’

Alfa Romeo four-cylinder of 1168cc (the original six-
cylinder was 1752cc); the ubiquitous Fiat 1100 was 1089cc.
Anyone with even a basic knowledge of mechanics can

imagine the immense task of such an operation, in a small
local workshop in the 1950s. Block, heads, crankshaft,
camshafts – everything needed to be shortened and
rebalanced, while a new alloy panel wasmachined to enclose
the exposed parts, and attached by a series of bolts.
‘I recall that the most difficult part to rework was the

crankshaft, as in a six-cylinder you have the journals at 120°,
while in a four you need them at 180°. It took nights at the
welding shop, slowly heating the crankshaft, to make it soft
without destroying its rigidity,’ says Ezio. ‘Then we had to
recreate all the new lubrication passages. I was too young to
notice the details, and we have to consider the fact that
nothing was put on paper, but I remember seeing the engine
finalised and used by my father. It was fuelled by four
Dellorto carburettors from motorbikes, and was initially
installed in his 1949 Fiat 508C chassis with a racing body
and cycle wings. It sounded amazing.’
In the meantime, the spirit of Fioravante Zanussi seemed

indomitable, and he began to focus on the second technical
wonder associated with this project: the chassis. ‘He
manufactured a completely new frame, handmade from
4x10cm box-section steel, tapering in order to create the
space necessary for the wheels to steer,’ says Ezio. ‘There is
no crossmember and the floorpan has a slot cut in it for the
driveshaft, enclosed by sheet metal welded to the structure
for rigidity. Almost all the mechanical parts, such as the rear
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1952 Zanussi 1100 Sport
Engine 1089cc OHV four-cylinder, two Weber 32 DRN carburettors

Power 45bhp @ 4400rpm Torque 46lb ft @ 2800rpm Transmission Four-speed manual,
rear-wheel drive SteeringWorm and sector Suspension Front: transverse arms, coil springs,
hydraulic dampers. Rear: live axle, trailing arms, semi-elliptic leaf springs, hydraulic dampers

Brakes Drums Weight 790kg Top speed c75mph
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This page, and left
Tiny proportions, as
befitting a sports car with
a 1.1-litre engine; for some
time that engine has been
a tuned Fiat 1100, fitted
in place of the original
cut-down Alfa Romeo unit.



as an Alfa Romeo Type Zanussi, with a Siluro Sport two-
seater body, equipped with a four-cylinder engine of
1089cc – the latter detail is important, as that is the exact
cubic capacity of the FiatType 1100B engine,manufactured
since 1949. It’s likely that Fioravante Zanussi, in a bid to
speed up the registration process, kept the original Alfa
Romeo chassis number, and the related numberplate, too,
for his new chassis. From then on very little is known,
although in 1983 the car was de-registered from the Italian
motor vehicle department, simply because it had not been
traded or road-registered for a long time.
Silvia Nicolis is chairwoman of the family museum: ‘I

don’t know when or where my father bought the Zanussi,
but it has been with us since the very early 2000s,’ she says.
‘When we bought it, the car was already fitted with the
tuned Fiat 1100 four-cylinder engine and transmission, and
most likely this is of immense benefit to its reliability. On
the other hand I’m sure my father, a gatherer of everything
mechanical that could be considered an expression of
human skill, would have loved to have the modified Alfa
engine as well, at least to put on display, for the personal
pleasure of studying it and appreciating the capability of the
manufacturer. Knowing him, I suspect that these are the
main reasons he bought the car. He wanted to pay respect to
a guy capable of creating a car so advanced, that looks so
wonderful and performs so well, in his small shop. Plus, of
course, we can’t forget the important link of Zanussi with
the racing scene of the period and the characteristic
barchetta body style, so typical of that racing period.’
Time to drive. I get into the car, practically sitting on the

ground with all of my head protruding above any protection
offered by the low windshield – Fioravante Zanussi must
have been significantly shorter to fit behind it. The flat floor
and driving position remind me of a very early Jaguar
E-type; it is not uncomfortable and, once I’ve pushed the
starter button, I forget everything else as my body vibrates
and resounds with the engine noise. I can only imagine how
it would have been with the modified Alfa engine.
Power is hardly limitless, but the Fiat four-cylinder is

happy to rev, and the lightweight construction makes the
most of its sporting attitude, as does the car’s easy ability
around corners. All the controls respond smoothly,
cornering attitude can be adjusted on the throttle, and the
chassis suffers only over bumps. The Zanussi’s handling is
better than so many of its period rivals, proving just how
skilled themanwas in imagining and crafting such a difficult
project in his own little workshop. End

Top and above
The Zanussi 1100 Sport
seen in 1952, complete
with the Alfa Romeo 6C
engine that had been
transformed into a

four-cylinder.

axle and suspension, are supported by this frame, allowing
for a perfectly flat floor. As for its body, the new car followed
the racing fashion of the early 1950s, adopting a barchetta
style, created in aluminium alloy by the local and trusted
Fratelli Vendrame bodyshop.’
This is the complex and fascinating origin of the Zanussi

1100 Sport, chassis number 0211463, now loked after and
displayed by the Museo Nicolis at Villafranca di Verona.
The car began life equipped with the modified Alfa engine,
paired, as Ezio recalls, with a Fiat 1500 transmission; the
engine was later swapped for a tuned Fiat 1100 unit. ‘I
remember the car was still equipped with the Alfa engine
when sold, but it was gone before my father’s passing, in
October 1960,’ says Ezio. ‘The official paper reported in
December 1960 suggests it was the other way round. As
we are talking of more than 60 years ago, I don’t remember
all the details of the sale.’
The new owner, Armando Alberti, was 28 years old in

1960 and a resident of Trento county; a new logbook and
numberplate were released, TN 37289 being assigned in
the summer of 1961. The car was officially described

‘I push the starter
button and forget
everything else as my
body starts vibrating
with the engine noise’

106

ZANUSSI 1100 SPORT

THANKS TO Ezio Zanussi, Emilio Zanotto,
andMuseo Nicolis, Italy (museonicolis.com).
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The second volume of work from a gifted amateur
photographer evocatively captures motorsport
in the early 1970s. Here are some highlights

f/reeze
rame

IN THE MARCH 2021 issue of Octane we
showcased the superb 1960s work of amateur
motorsport photographer EV Starr. His canon
came to light only four years after his death,
when enthusiast Tim Beavis bought two boxes
of colour slides from aCharterhouse auction in
2004. As Beavis delved further into the
collection, he was astonished by the breadth
and quality of the archive and started to
research the man behind the lens.
Edgar Vernon Starr, known as ‘Twink’ (from

Twinkle Twinkle…), was a West Country
aircraft engineer who, even without an
armband or privileged access, had a real
knack for getting himself into the heart of
the action in pitlane and paddock. The result
is a selection of often candid and relaxed
snapshots of the stars as well as on-track action.
Twice married, he worked for the Bristol

Aircraft Company, then Westland in Yeovil,
and was an active member of the Cheltenham
Motor Club, competing in his Riley. Since the
first book, some family friends have emerged
who regaled the authors with tales of Twink
building a 750 in an upstairs bedroom and then
having to remove the windows to get it out.
For his 60th birthday treat he motorcycled

to Monza with his camera; paying visits to
friends and touring Canada in a VW Beetle

were further excuses to take more motorsport
pictures in North America.
Beavis teamed up with publisher and author

Guy Loveridge with the intention of sharing
the EV Starr treasure trove with the public.
When the pair delved into the slides they found
enough rawmaterial for not one book, but five!
The first was Admission 7/6 (as seen in

Octane 213 and covering the 1960s), and the
recently released second, from which the
images here are taken, is Paddock Transfer,
focusing on 1970-74. Here, the photographer
revels in a new era, with the onslaught of
corporate sponsorship and aerodynamics, yet
the high-end glamour from the circuits of the
UK, Europe and Canada is in wonderful
contrast to his shots of the competing road
cars (including Pantera and Daytona) in the
Prescott car park for a Bugatti Owners’ Club
event in May 1973. The meticulously
researched and captioned photos are
supplemented with input from the likes of
Jeremy Walton, Yardley girl Sue Lehmann,
Tony Trimmer and Jackie Oliver, plus quotes
from Mike Wilds and John Surtees, the latter
of whom was very supportive of the project.
We asked both Beavis and Loveridge to

summarise what this new volume means
to them – and to pick their favourite images.
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IT IS OFTEN SAID ‘the older a photograph becomes, the better the
image gets’. That is certainly true of my EV Starr archive, in which the
history seeps through the images to show a different era in motorsport,
when access was easier, and sponsors were fewer.
Silverstone, being the halfway point between my home and Guy’s,

became the research hub for this book, and the fabled Green Man Inn
the location for many post-writing suppers.
We evolved a now well-oiled process to write together; with the

images in year order, wewould first pick those we thought would sit well
on the page. Then, with the help of the archive held at the Silverstone
Interactive Museum, we would review race reports, programmes, entry
lists, post-race clerk-of-the-course notes, the literature of the time and
even discussions with those who were there on the day. With the ’60s
and first half of the ’70s completed, we turned our attention to the
second half of the ’70s – the Hunt vs Lauda years, ground effects et al.
Seeing the reaction of people to the images – unseen until these

books had been published – has been quite a revelation, and reassured
me that I did the right thing putting them into public view.
One hugely pleasing email from the son of a great friend of Starr,

Rob Leonard, simply said this: ‘Really nice to see this unique man
recognised and especially good to hear that beer was likely involved in
the creation of the book. It certainly was when Twink, my father and
I were together!’

Tim Beavis /

HILL IN HIS LOTUS 49 /
Graham Hill in the Brooke Bond Oxo Racing
Team Rob Walker Lotus 49, at the BRDC
International Trophy in 1970. Hill is looking
rather perplexed and wears what appear to be
leather motorcycle gloves, perhaps to combat
the poor weather conditions that weekend.

THE PRESCOTT PADDOCK /
In May 1973 EV Starr visited a Bugatti Owners’ Club meeting
and photographed, among others, David Baker’s Ferrari 365
GTB/4 Daytona. Baker, from Lewes in East Sussex, was a keen
sporting motorist and in the three years for which he owned the
Daytona he competed in it no fewer than seven times, always
driving to events. The colour is noted to be Rosso Bordeaux
Dino with tobacco upholstery and it was supplied on 7 March
1972 for £10,040 – after an allowance of £6290 in part-
exchange for Baker’s Ferrari 365GT 2+2 (Chassis 13797) –
and was ‘fitted with air conditioning, push-button radio, number
plates, seat belts and registered for 12 months’. Its
first registration was KPC 125K. Making his debut with the
car in 1972, Baker managed a trio of top-three finishes within
his class during his ownership.

RONNIE AT THE READY /
The original ‘Super Swede’ gets himself settled in the cockpit
of his STP March Alfa Romeo. The front of Ronnie Peterson’s
elegantly painted crash helmet bears the logo of his personal
sponsor, SMOG, which stayed with him throughout his career
and right up to his death, following a startline crash at the Italian
Grand Prix at Monza in 1978. Many people rate the affable and
ever-cheerful Swede among that list of could/should-have-been
World Champions, and even in his truncated career he was
twice Championship runner-up; in 1973 alone he amassed four
wins from his 15 starts to give him comfortably his highest points
total, though it was good enough only for third in the Drivers’
Championship. In this outing, Ronnie had a big accident
following a pit stop in the first heat and was taken, unconscious,
to hospital. He was allowed out the next day, though.
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ROLLING LABORATORY /
Brazilian ace and future 1972 and ’74 F1 Drivers’ Champion, Emerson
Fittipaldi, practises at the International Trophy meeting in 1970 in the
Lotus 56B. The Pratt & Whitney ST6 gas-turbined experiment was not
a great success, nor was it particularly popular with drivers. This was
not Lotus’s first outing for turbine tech, however, the Maurice
Philippe-designed 56B having taken its bow at the Indy 500 in 1968,
where one car crashed and the other two retired. The model was
judged not to suit Formula 1 and it failed to complete the race here.

BEAR NECESSITIES /
1967 Formula 1 World Champion Denny ‘The Bear’ Hulme is trying out
a brand-new chassis, M19C/1, for the BRDC International Trophy at
Silverstone in 1971. Still recovering from Bruce McLaren’s death at
Goodwood in 1970, the team seemed to have secured a bright future
with the signing of ‘Peter Perfect’ Revson. For McLaren to get two cars
to the grid barely a week before the Spanish World Championship round
at Jarama bears testimony to the passions at work there. Fourth and fifth
was an acceptable result as well.

NIKI’S EARLY STEPS /
For 1974, not only was EV Starr back with slide
film, but his car shots clearly became focused
on getting the drivers in the centre of the shot.
Here Niki Lauda, in his first Ferrari season and
leading the Championship, missed out on two
points thanks to a pitlane foul-up by the RAC.
It stopped him finishing the race.
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SITTING DOWN to a second batch of EV Starr’s photographs was
rather surreal. When Tim and I had first set to work it was with the cold,
hard eyes of strangers to his efforts. After the amazing success of
Admission 7/6 and the reaction we had from people who knew ‘Twink’,
this time things felt far more personal; more intimate. We still wanted to
use the interviews and experiences of others to illustrate the pictures, but
we felt compelled to show the vivid colours and fashions of the era, as
well as howMr Starr was developing as a photographer.
Hewas expanding his focus and spreading hiswings.We go toPrescott,

to VSCC meetings and Clubman races, but we also go to Canada this
time, and witness his move from slides to negative film (and back again)
and his adoption of panning shots. Yes, we still have his uncanny knack of
getting into the pit and paddock areas, apparently without any form of
pass, but now he seems more curious, delving into the workings of the
cars. His photographs have definitely moved on from last time, where it
was really the exception that did not feature a person or a personality –
this time there are many studies of the cars, their worn belts, the
haphazardly riveted pedals and the experiments that went wrong… how
on Earth would a driver get into a BRMwith that fire extinguisher fitted?
I was also more than delighted to be able to pay tribute to RobWalker.

He had been a complete gentleman during my research for the book
Mintex Man, so being able to recognise his retirement from Grand Prix
management in this book was a personal aspect and I was delighted
that Tim had suggested it. Also, being able to use the actual set-up notes
from Keith Greene’s handwritten records gave me a great feeling
of connection with the heroes of the past.

Guy Loveridge /

SEPPI’S OFFICE (RIGHT) /
This is where Jo Siffert would be plying his trade. Note the quilting
of the fabric at the side of the cockpit and also the crudely riveted
friction pads on the pedals. The Union Flag is presumably there to
denote that BRM is a British team. The Tony Southgate-designed
BRM P160 looks rather comfortable and the team ran its own

V12 engine. It had seen the light of day earlier in the season and
served the team for four in total. Seppi would win at the Austrian
round in this car and Peter Gethin would go on to win ‘the closest
ever race’ in Italy. BRM secured an impressive second in the 1971
Constructors’ Championship, but the very next season Jean-Pierre
Beltoise would take a P160B to the team’s final Grand Prix victory.

Southgate would later be ‘poached’ by Jackie Oliver.

GOLDEN GRAHAM (OPPOSITE) /
By the time of the Woolmark British Grand Prix at Silverstone in July
’71, two-time World Drivers’ Champion Graham Hill seemed to be
on the cusp of a career resurgence. After leaving Lotus at the close
of the 1969 season following his big Indy smash, he raced for Rob
Walker in 1970, but went winless. For 1971-72 he joined Brabham’s
Motor Racing Developments and promptly scored his first F1 win
since his Lotus days at the non-championship International Trophy
Race in May. The optimism proved shortlived, however, and Hill was
punted off at the start at Silverstone and finished the season 21st in
the Championship, having secured just two points for fifth place in
Austria. Although he would race for another four years, this giant of

motorsport had already achieved his final race victory in F1.

ALL DRESSED UP WITH NOWHERE TO GO (LEFT) /
Howden Ganley (right) chats with John Moore, head of AP Racing’s
competition division, while Silverstone’s sharpest dresser award goes
to the chap in the middle, who encapsulates the spirit of 1972 most
perfectly with his kipper tie and JYS-inspired Breton cap. Fab gear.
Howden had spent the week before this race testing the new rear-
mounted radiator P180, but the tests had not gone particularly well
and the decision was made not to run a race car for him, but to enter
only Jean-Pierre Beltoise and Peter Gethin.
Howden Ganley recalls: ‘I didn’t race that weekend but am speaking

to John Moore here in the pitlane. John had a quite successful racing
career in sports cars alongside being an engineer, and he went on
to become Competition Director of AP and built it up to be the best
supplier, particularly the Lockheed side.
‘Each team I drove for – BRM, Gulf, Williams etc – I insisted they

change to Lockheed brakes instead of Girling. Later John gave me a very
nice tankard engraved “No.1 Lockheed salesman”. John later left AP and
in 1983 set up Alcon, which continues today as a specialist brake and
clutch manufacturer.’
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THE CHASE IS ON /
François Migault in his Motul-sponsored Team BRM P 160E is hotly
pursued by Niki Lauda during qualifying. Migault was not a happy driver
during his time at BRM, even though he had strong French support
from Pescarolo and Beltoise. His hometown being Le Mans, the
24-hour race was always important to him, with 27 appearances
between 1969 and 2002. His best finish there was a second, driving
for the US-based Mirage GR8 team. He also had a brace of thirds for
Matra-Simca and Rondeau, but the top step eluded him, as was the
case throughout his top-level career. Sadly, he was to die from cancer
in 2012 at just 67 years of age. End

A TRIO OF CHAMPIONS /
Three-time F1 champ Jackie Stewart signs a programme in the
paddock, to which Jochen Rindt (the only posthumous winner of
the Drivers’ title) will also add his autograph. Multiple king of the
constructors Colin Chapman looks on between two drivers he
liked and admired. Chapman made no secret of his desire to get
Stewart into a Lotus, but it was never to be. It is suggested that
Stewart could not bring himself to race in the same marque that
his friend, mentor and hero Jim Clark had been driving when he
crashed and died at Hockenheim. Another theory is that Jackie
felt too much affection and loyalty to Ken Tyrrell ever to think of
moving on, having ‘come home’ with the woodsman’s team after
getting his Grand Prix start with BRM.

Paddock Transfer – EV Starr
Snaps the Supersonic 70s,
Volume 1 1970-74
by Tim Beavis and Guy Loveridge
is published by Douglas Loveridge Publications,
ISBN 978 1 900113 18 2, and features original photography from
Tim Beavis’s archive. It costs £40 and is available via mail order as
a signed limited edition of 400, direct from the publisher at
Connaught_Book@mail.uk. UK postage is £5 (ask for Rest of World).

114

EV STARR ARCHIVE



®

No ordinary cars, no ordinary auctions.

®

No ordinary cars. No ordinary auctions.



116

FERRARI 250 LUSSO



5 0 Y E A R S
W I T H A

F E R R A R I
L U S S O

Bill Collins bought
his 250 Lusso five
decades ago and

has cherished
it ever since.

Robert Coucher
finds out more

about its celebrity
connections
Photography Paul Harmer



‘N
ow listen to me, Collins, a word of advice. If you can resist
the urge to rev this V12 engine over six thou’ it will last
forever,’ said the car salesman. That salesman happened
to be the legendary Le Mans and sports car racer Mike
Salmon, who was working at Maranello Concessionaires
some 50 years ago. Bill Collins, then a 25-year-old property
developer, was in the Maranello Concessionaires
showrooms in Egham, Surrey, to buy his second Ferrari.
‘Growing up, I’d always been mad about Ferraris and

when I turned 18 my uncle, who was, how shall I put it, a bit of an
eccentric ducker and diver, bought a Ferrari 330GT 2+2,’ says Collins. ‘It
was ostensibly his company car and, as I was in the property business
with him, we drove it all over the country at considerable speed. It was
totally reliable and never went wrong and I remember once winding
it up to 7000rpm in overdrive, which must have been nearly 160mph.
‘My uncle finally sold the 330 and so I found myself at Maranello

looking for another Ferrari back in 1971.There was a beautiful 250 SWB
on the shop floor but it was too expensive. So I made an offer on this
1964 250GT Lusso, chassis number 5467GT, one of only 23 right-
hand-drive examples ever made. When new the Lusso was the cheapest
Ferrari V12 you could buy, with a list price of £5900. I didn’t pay that
because it was secondhand, having had one previous owner. His name
was Rory McEwen, a Scottish folk singer living in London. The car was

delivered in silver, but he’d ordered it in this Aston Martin ‘Roman
Purple’, so Maranello sent it to Harold Radford in King Street in
Chiswick to have it repainted. I have DVD footage of the Ford GT40s
undergoing some development at Radfords with my Lusso in the
background,’ says Bill.
And so began the 50-year affair. ‘I did exactly as Mike Salmon had

advised – well, most of the time – and actually used the car as my daily
driver for a number of years. It was reliable and well-behaved, even docile
in the traffic, if a bit noisy on a long run – but what a noise! It would
suffer from fouled plugs in and around London but the arrival of NGKs,
with a wider heat range, meant the problem was solved. At some point
I fitted racy snaps to the rear of the exhausts and velocity stacks to the
Weber carbs, but it has all been put back to original since.
‘Of course, I had other cars at the time, including a number of Mini-

Coopers. They were great fun in London and the revvy 1071cc was my
favourite. I had a white one with blacked-out windows and as a sometime
DJ I drove it late at night, so was pulled over quite regularly. The police
were just interested and, because I have never drunk alcohol, all was fine.’
After a couple of years of running the Lusso, it developed a geabox

problem and wouldn’t go into reverse, which is not much good in
London. ‘I contacted David Clarke in Leicestershire, who at the time ran
a small operation. He later went on to found the renowned Ferrari
specialist Graypaul. David had a fellow named Bob Houghton [another
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Clockwise, from this image
Bill Collins has owned his
250 for 50 years; heavy-duty
radiator core cured any
tendency to overheat; purple
paint was applied in 1964.



‘I DID EXACTLY AS MIKE SALMON ADVISED,
AND USED THE CAR AS MY DAILY DRIVER

FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS’– BILL COLLINS
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Top and above
Lusso was deliberately
designed as an elegant
roadgoing alternative to
Ferrari racers; V12 runs

perfectly, looks purposeful.



name of great repute in Ferrari circles] working for him, and he rebuilt
the gearbox beautifully. A bit later he attended to the head gaskets.
‘Because I was using the Ferrari regularly I decided to clean up the

underneath. With the help of Fairfax Dunn, David Piper’s mechanic, we
stripped the underside and I had all the suspension components cleaned
and cadmium-plated and everything painted and rustproofed. But the
Ferrari didn’t feel quite right once we put it all back, so I took it to Ivan
Dutton for a once-over. He immediately spotted the nearside idler arm
was mounted the wrong way around, so he turned it over and the car was
back to normal.’
Today, the underside of the Lusso is totally immaculate. In fact, it looks

like new, with absolutely no sign of corrosion or road rash.
‘Ivan has been looking after the Ferrari for years,’ says Bill. ‘He

introduced me to the excitement of the racetrack in 1984, when we
entered the car in the Pomeroy Trophy at Silverstone. Being a series of
handicap trials and a race, the Pom attracted all sorts of cars. I couldn’t
believe how fast we could go and how wide the circuit is. And it’s
great that no-one comes the other way. The fast circuit laps caused
the Ferrari to overheat so I replaced the original radiator with one with
a larger core, which has worked perfectly ever since.’
The deep purple paintwork flatters the Ferrari and it looks smart

and clean. There is some evidence of
paint fade on the bonnet and at the rear,
which is not surprising because this
paintwork is 58 years old. ‘I have had
some work done on the sides but have
no plans to give it an entire respray,’ says
Bill. And why would he?This is not some
hard-used, careworn old rat-box. It’s an
original, well-cared-for Ferrari that has
covered only 54,638 miles in the hands of
an enthusiast who loves the car and who
has really looked after it.
‘Two years ago I noticed the engine

was starting to go off-song. So I took the
car down to Foskers near Brands Hatch
in Kent, where Alastair Gill found that
the engine was losing compression. He
rebuilt it with newpistons, rings, bearings,
seals, gaskets, rebuilt carbs and so on. All
to standard spec and now it feels like all
those horses are back with enthusiasm.’
Open the driver’s door and you are enveloped by the lovely smell of

proper, original ‘Luxan’ Connolly leather. Once you’ve slipped into the
fixed-back bucket seat you notice that the cabin is light and airy, with
slim pillars and good visibility in all directions. The instrument layout,
long regarded as plain odd, is now just quirky and not unattractive. The
Veglia speedo and rev-counter are located in the centre of the dash, aimed
at the driver, with the lesser gauges straight ahead. The tall gearlever is a
little less macho than usual, with a nice two-finger indentation on the
leading edge, and it does without a racy exposed gate. The large wood-
rimmed steering wheel feels cool and elegant.
There are a few unusual touches to 5467GT’s interior, including a non-

standard glovebox and passenger headrest, which were possibly fitted by
Radfords. Bill had a top-of-the-range Becker Mexico radio installed in
1971 and the Ferrari has aircraft-style Irvin seatbelts; the scrutineer tag
from the Pom still hangs proudly from the passenger grab-handle.
The Lusso was styled by Pininfarina but built by Carrozzeria

Scaglietti. And it is highly stylised, with its three-piece front bumper – a
main centre section and two corner overriders – curved under the
sidelights. Some aficionados view the Lusso as slightly fussy and
certainly it has a bit more chrome and flourish than the stripped road-
racers, but it remains an elegant grand tourer and the overall shape

is beautifully proportioned and graceful, from the low aquiline nose
to its purposefully kicked-up Kamm tail.
The engine is the classic Colombo-designed short-stroke 60º V12,

with a single overhead camshaft for each bank.The displacement is three
litres, so each cylinder has a capacity of 250cc – hence the Ferrari
nomenclature of 250. Power was quoted as 240bhp at a high-revving
7000rpm, with the maximum 192lb ft of torque reached at a heady
6000rpm. And this engine is a thing of beauty. Slung low in the frame, it
displays all the best Ferrari signatures: 12 cylinders topped by crackle-
black cam covers, a smart line-up of Weber carbs running down the
centre, and two oil filters standing to attention at the front. Naturally
there are twin distributors, twin coils and a Fiamm air horn to clear the
way. The engine bay is clean, tidy and fit for purpose but in no way
scrubbed-up for show. Just like the Lusso in its entirety: it’s a user.
Bill casually gives me the keys and says: ‘Go and take it for a drive.’

No briefing, no instructions, no fuss. Just take his Ferrari of 50 years’
standing around busy London. So I insert the ignition key and push
against the spring loading; that unique Ferrari whirr from the starter
motor leads to a crackle as the V12 catches.The three twin-choke 36DCS
Webers snaffle and pop as the fuel fills the bowls and the engine runs
smoothly. Yes, it emits that special Ferrari V12 yowl grown men pay a

fortune to listen to, sounding urgent and
busy, and you can tell there is a lot going
on under the bonnet. Talented engineers
have worked hard to ensure the myriad
mechanical components mesh and
co-ordinate in syncopation and they
want you to hear about it.
The throttle, gearshift and clutch pedal

are as mechanical-feeling as you might
expect but the Ferrari moves away with
ease, its controls linear and allowing for
smooth progress. The thought that you
might have to rev this engine hard to get
any response is soon banished, as low-end
torque is ample and the car drives with
gentle fluidity. Power comes through in a
steady swell as the revs rise and the Lusso
is a co-operative companion. The driving
position is good for a driver of average
size but those with long legs might suffer
because of the close-set pedals.

The steering wheel is set high and, while the low-geared worm-and-
sector system is not as sharp as a good rack-and-pinion, it’s perfectly
accurate for fast road use. The suspension is the standard 1960s Ferrari
set-up: at the front there are the usual coil-sprung double wishbones and
at the rear the perfunctory live axle suspended by coil-assisted leaf springs
and two radius arms for additional location. Brakes are discs by Girling
all round, with servo-assistance.
Some purists mutter that the Lusso is too heavy and that the engine,

positioned well forward in the chassis, is not as well-placed as in the
250 SWB. Maybe so, but driven as intended it doesn’t succumb to
understeer and the 240bhp engine is well up to hauling it along at quite
a lick. A bit more weight is undoubtedly added by the luxuriously
trimmed cockpit, but the bonnet, doors and boot-lid are all aluminium.
Each skin is specifically numbered because they are all hand-fitted and
no skin from this car will fit another without a lot of fettling. As you
shift along a bit in top gear, your brain tells you to go for the non-existent
fifth cog as this is one of the last Ferraris fitted with a four-speed gearbox.
Many owners have upgraded to a five-speed but Bill has left his car
original as it’s ‘fast enough as it is’. Quite.
Amid the confines of Belgravia the Lusso has been perfectly well-

behaved with no sign of plug fouling, and on a fast dual-carriageway out

1964 Ferrari 250 GT Lusso
Engine 2953cc V12, OHC per bank,
triple Weber 36DCS carburettors
Power 240bhp @ 7000rpm
Torque 192 lb ft @ 6000rpm

Transmission Four-speed manual,
rear-wheel drive SteeringWorm and
roller Suspension Front: double
wishbones, coil springs, telescopic
dampers, anti-roll bar. Rear: live axle,
leaf springs assisted by coils, radius

arms, telescopic dampers
Brakes Discs Weight 1250kg

Top speed 145mph 0-60mph 7.5sec
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Above and below
Unconventional dashboard layout
angles centre-mounted speedo
and rev-counter towards driver;
scrutineers tag is from ’84 Pom
Trophy; leather trim gently worn.



of town the V12 starts to sing. That lovely wood-rimmed steering wheel
relays accurate feedback, and period Michelin XWX tyres are only
205-section, although they look fatter on the very offset wheels, and they
do what is expected.Their adhesion is not high but the Ferrari’s handling
is benign in the real world. The car feels smooth and tracks as straight as
an arrow, devoid of any nervousness. Over badly broken tarmac the ride
suffers a little, and transverse ridges can cause choppiness. But this is a car
of 1960s vintage and it is up to you to ‘drive’ and control it. Now that Bill
has standard-spec stainless steel exhausts fitted, the V12 soundtrack is
bravissimo without being overwhelmingly loud.
Driving through sun-dappled, Georgian squares in early-morning

London, before anyone else is awake, is always special. But to be doing so
in a deep purple, original Ferrari with its owner of 50 years is so much
more so.That magnificent engine. It’s just a foot-squeeze away from quiet
to full operatic. This is seat-of-the-pants stuff and, where the road opens
up (I live here so know the surveillance drill), second gear quickly
becomes third and then top and we are off.

So what do I take away from this Ferrari Lusso experience? It is
beautiful to behold, being largely original and so lovingly cared for by Bill
Collins without resort to tearing the thing down to its nuts and bolts for
a full restoration. This car is unique and it feels like it – the quiet manner
in which it proceeds down the road is a revelation. I really was not
expecting it to feel so tight, refined and obedient.This is a prancing horse,
after all, but it doesn’t prance. It just gets on with it.
The Lusso might be somewhat overshadowed by its 250 SWB sibling

but, as a Ferrari to use in London on a regular basis, this has to be the
cerebral choice. Indeed, Bill will often simply drive about town in it and
has sometimes ferried his sisters around when they were in town.
‘My sadly deceased sister Jackie, who was a novelist, appreciated the

Lusso, but then she was a car enthusiast, having owned a 1966 Ford
Mustang for many years, which she shipped between London and LA.
My other sister really doesn’t takemuch notice of the Lusso.Well, she has
a Rolls-Royce in Los Angeles with a decent make-up mirror in the back
seat, which is important to her as she’s an actress. Her name is Joan.’ End

‘THIS CAR IS UNIQUE AND IT FEELS LIKE IT –
THE QUIET MANNER IN WHICH IT PROCEEDS

DOWN THE ROAD IS A REVELATION’
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MCGURK
The widest range of used Aston
Martins for sale in the UK under
one roof. McGurk Performance
Cars only buy and sell the finest
used low-mileage Aston Martin
examples that have been loved

through life.
+44 (0)1926 691000
sales@mcgurk.com
www.mcgurk.com

STRATTON MOTOR COMPANY
Independent and family-run,
celebrating our 50th anniversary
this year. Full selection of Aston
Martins for sale, new workshop
for restoration and servicing,
Cat A approved bodyshop,
parts department and more.
+44 (0)1508 530491

info@strattonmotorcompany.com
www.strattonmotorcompany.com

ADRIAN JOHNSON
A world-renowned Aston Martin
specialist formed in 1979 and
specialising in all aspects of the
DB marque. Offering sales,
servicing and concours-winning

restorations to the
highest standard.
+44 (0)113 284 3666

enquiries@adrian-johnson.co.uk
www.adrian-johnson.co.uk

JMB SERVICES
World-class reputation for Aston
Martin engine components,
rebuilds and upgrades.
+44 (0)1621 815556

info@astonspecialist.com
www.astonspecialist.com

MARTIN’S
ASTON

SERVICES

MARTIN’S ASTON SERVICES
Scotland’s only independent
specialist, caring for all ages and
models of Aston Martin:
modern, classic and vintage.
+44 (0)141 266 0020

www.martinsastonservices.co.uk
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LONGSTONE
Providing all manner of

original-equipment tyres and
Borrani wheels for classic Aston
Martins, including the OE Pirelli
Cinturato radial fitted to the
David Brown cars.
+44 (0)1302 711123

info@longstonetyres.co.uk
www.longstonetyres.co.uk

DESMOND J SMAIL
Leading Aston Martin specialist
providing sales, servicing, parts
and restoration of cars past

and present.
Sales +44 (0)1234 240636
sales@djsmail.co.uk
Service, parts and restoration
+44 (0)1234 713083
info@djsmail.co.uk
www.djsmail.co.uk

ASTON SERVICE LONDON
London’s largest independent
Aston Martin service centre,

catering for all models from 1960
to the present day.

service@astonservicelondon.com
+44 (0)20 7272 1944

www.astonservicelondon.com

NOBLE HOUSE BV, NETHERLANDS
Noble House is the Aston Martin Heritage Specialist in high
quality restorations, repairs and maintenance for your classic
Aston Martin and new-era model. Our skilled craftsmen will
take care of your precious Aston Martin in every detail.
+31 (36) 532 53 00, www.noblehouseclassics.nl

RUNNYMEDE MOTOR COMPANY
A long and proud record of handling interesting motor cars,
mainly Aston Martin. Over 30 cars normally in stock,

which can be viewed on our website.
martin@runnymedemotorcompany.com
www.runnymedemotorcompany.com

DYLAN MILES LTD
Specialists in the sale and acquisition of classic and modern
sports cars. We pride ourselves on providing an enthusiastic,
professional and insightful service to all of our clients.
+44 (0)7522 103259, sales@dylan-miles.com

www.dylan-miles.com

TADEK MAREK was the DB engineer, referred to as
David Brown’s ‘secret weapon’. Born Tadeusz Marek in
Krakow, Poland, he began his engineering career atGeneral
Motors. His motorcycle racing career did not end well so
he went into car rallying, winning the 12th Poland Rally,
before World War Two, in a Chevrolet Master Sedan.

With the outbreak of war, Marek joined the Polish
Army but that didn’t end well either, so he fled via
Casablanca to Britain.There he landed a job with
Austin at Longbridge, developing the 2.6-litre
six-cylinder engine that was finally made good
enough to power the Austin-Healey 100/6.
Marekmoved to AstonMartin in 1953 and his
first task was to join John Wyer and Jock
Stirling, developing an improved version of the
existing straight-six for the upcomingDBMkIII.
The seminal, all Marek-designed, aluminium,

double-overhead-cam inline six-cylinder engine was
first seen in the DB4 at the 1958 London Motor Show.

Aston claimed 240bhp (really it was nearer 200) but the
magnificent DB4 was an instant supercar.There were some
initial overheating issues with the engine – Wyer insisted
on an aluminium block for racing – but they were soon
resolved.The various DB iterations culminated in the DB6
Vantage, which boasted a claimed 325bhp.
Not content with his glorious six,Marek thenwent on to

engineer his mighty eight, the four-cam 5.3-litre V8 that
powered the DBS from 1969. From that point, it became
the sole Aston Martin engine until the last Virage of 2000,
which peaked at around 600bhp in LeMans spec.
Zadanie wykonane, as Marek might have said.

XK ENGINEERING LTD
One of the country’s leading
Aston Martin accident repair
centres. Catering for all models,
body and paint repair and full
restoration. We are Aston Martin

Category A approved.
Enquiries +44 (0)2476 622288
Repair and restoration +44 (0)7824
564341 / +44 (0)7970 622288
www.xkengineering.com

RICHARDS OF ENGLAND
An award-winning Aston Martin
establishment that specialises
in the David Brown era and

V8 models.
Restoration and servicing

info@richardsofengland.com
Sales and acquisitions

sales@richardsofengland.com
+44 (0)1522 685476

www.richardsofengland.com

DAVID
BROWN’S
GENIUS

ASTON SERVICE DORSET
Officially appointed manufacturers of genuine parts for
1948-1963 Aston Martins, plus David Brown Lagondas.
Suppliers of parts including DB7Vantage and Vanquish S.
+44 (0)1202 574727, info@astonservicedorset.com

www.astonservicedorset.com

CHILTERN ASTON CENTRE LTD
Official Aston Martin Heritage Partner and Aston Martin
Approved Body Repair Centre, celebrated for its integrity,
engineering expertise and focus on customer service.
+44 (0)1442 833177, info@chilternaston.co.uk

www.chilternaston.co.uk



by Octane staff and contributors

TIME FLIES and I was very late
indeed.Thanks to work and
family duties, Spring came and
almost went without me waking
up my cars fromWinter
hibernation. I hadn’t realised
until duty called for the 500L, for
a Fiat 500 Club meeting in the
village where I live. How could I
say no? It would be the only time
in my life when I could write on
the registration form ‘Distance
driven from home: 0.5km’!

As the cars are always stored in
perfect working order, I simply
check the coolant levels (no, not
on the air-cooled Fiat!), the oil
levels, possible cracks in pipes and
hoses, and that tyre pressures are
correct – which means deflating
them after they have been left
over-inflated for weeks to prevent
flat-spotting. For that I used my
new garage toy, a big tyre-pressure
gauge that I bought myself for my
birthday – the old small gauge was
getting difficult to read in the dark
garage. Another bonus is that this
one, as well as having bigger
numbers, is glycerine-filled, which
makes for a more stable reading.
The 230 and the 500L do not

have an electric fuel pump and,

The grand
awakening

‘It was a
wonderful
early morning
ride, stopping
for breakfast
and a chat
about classic
cars and
racing fuel’

1972 FIAT 500L
MASSIMO DELBÒ

To speed along the awakening
process I needed some help,
which came at the price of coffee
and croissants: my friends
Roberto, Alberto and Andrea
answered the call.
The previous afternoon I had

worked on three of the four cars
I keep at home (I ran out of time
for theMercedes 240TD) to
make them ready for a morning
warm-up drive.The Fiat and my
Mercedes 230 are left in the
garage with unplugged batteries
and had both spent a week on a
battery conditioner; theMercedes
500SL is always connected on a
trickle-charger, as I prefer not to
risk draining the fuel injection
memory battery.
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OCTANE’S FLEET
These are the cars – and
motorbikes – run by the
magazine’s staff and
contributors

ROBERT HEFFERON
Art editor
● 2004 BMW Z4 3.0i

ROBERT COUCHER
International editor
● 1955 Jaguar XK140

ANDREW ENGLISH
Contributor
● 1962 Norton Dominator
● 1965 Aston Martin DB5
● 1967 Triumph GT6

GLEN WADDINGTON
Associate editor
● 1989 BMW 320i Convertible
● 1999 Porsche Boxster

SANJAY SEETANAH
Advertising director
● 1981 BMW 323i Top Cabrio
● 1998 Aston Martin DB7 Volante

MARK DIXON
Deputy editor
● 1927 Alvis 12/50
● 1927 Ford Model T pick-up
● 1942 Fordson Model N tractor
● 1955 Land Rover Series I 107in
● 1966 Ford Mustang 289

JAMES ELLIOTT
Editor-in-chief
● 1965 Triumph 2.5 PI
● 1968 Jensen Interceptor

JOHN SIMISTER
Contributor
● 1936 Singer Nine Sports
● 1961 Saab 96
● 1972 Rover 2000 TC
● 1989 Mazda MX-5 Eunos

MATTHEW HOWELL
Photographer
● 1962 VW Beetle 1600
● 1969 VW/Subaru Beetle
● 1982 Morgan 4/4

MASSIMO DELBÒ
Contributor
● 1967 Mercedes-Benz 230
● 1972 Fiat 500L
● 1975 Alfa Romeo GT Junior
● 1979/80 Range Rovers
● 1982 Mercedes-Benz 500 SL
● 1985 Mercedes-Benz 240 TD

EVAN KLEIN
Photographer
● 2001 Audi TT Quattro

SUPPORTED BY

Clockwise, from top left
Massimo and friends with the Delbò
fleet; 500L at the local show; Mercs
and Fiat come out of hibernation; new
tyre gauge is a sight for tired eyes.

because they’d been parked for
such a long time, I had to split the
starting procedure into two steps:
some gas-pedal pumping and a
couple of cranks to move fuel
from the tank, then the real
attempt to start the engine. It
worked perfectly and, after a few
minutes idling, both cars were
ready for next morning’s drive.
At 6.30ammy friends arrived

and off we went. It was a
wonderful early morning ride,
swapping cars along the way

and stopping for breakfast and a
chat about classic cars and racing
fuel.The 230, as is its tradition
after the winter lay-up, developed
some issues with its carburettor,
which made for a few bumpy
kilometres. It never quite
smoothed out and is going to the
workshop for a service in the next
few days, three years and almost
10,000km since the last one.That
should take care of it.
Fast-forward to the Fiat show.

It’s a national holiday in Italy, and
off I go with my son Cesare and
the Fiat 500L. About 100 classic
cars show up, 80 of them being
500s. As always with this model,
at least half of them have been
modified, but the rest are very

original and interesting. I loved
a very early example of a 500N,
still with its long soft-top, a rare
specimen indeed; I also met a
couple of twins of my white 500.
After a good hour or so

driving in the hills around Lake
Maggiore, we headed home.
Behind the wheel was my friend
Roberto, who joined us with his
son Andrea, as he needed some
practice before using my 500L
for his wedding in a few weeks’
time. He had a Fiat 500L as his
first car, but after years of using
automatics as daily drivers his
double-declutching was a bit
rusty. A fewminutes was all it
took, proving that some skills
remain with you forever.
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RICHARD HESELTINE
Contributor
l 1966 Moretti 850 Sportiva
l 1971 Honda Z600

DAVID BURGESS-WISE
Contributor
l 1903 De Dion-Bouton
l 1911 Pilain 16/20
l 1926 Delage DISS

MATTHEW HAYWARD
Markets editor
l 1990 Citroën BX 16v
l 1994 Toyota Celica GT-Four
l 1996 Saab 9000 Aero
l 1997 Citroën Xantia Activa
l 1997 Peugeot 306 GTI-6
l 2000 Honda Integra Type R
l 2001 Audi A2

SAMANTHA SNOW
Advertising account manager
l 1969 Triumph Herald
13/60 Convertible

l 1989 Mercedes-Benz 300 SL

JESSE CROSSE
Contributor
l 1968 Ford Mustang GT 390
l 1986 Ford Sierra RS Cosworth

MARTYN GODDARD
Photographer
l 1963 Triumph TR6SS Trophy
l 1965 Austin-Healey 3000 MkIII

DELWYN MALLETT
Contributor
l 1936 Cord 810 Beverly
l 1937 Studebaker Dictator
l 1946 Tatra T87
l 1950 Ford Club Coupe
l 1952 Porsche 356
l 1955 Mercedes-Benz 300SL
l 1957 Porsche Speedster
l 1957 Fiat Abarth Sperimentale
l 1963 Abarth-Simca
l 1963 Tatra T603
l 1973 Porsche 911 2.7 RS
l 1992 Alfa Romeo SZ

SARAH BRADLEY
Contributor
l 1929 Ford Model A hot rod
l 1952 Studebaker Champion
l 1956 Chevrolet 3100 pick-up
l 1969 Plymouth Roadrunner
l Various motorbikes

HARRY METCALFE
Contributor
l 20 cars and 15 motorbikes
To follow Harry’s adventures with
his cars and bikes, search for
Harry’s Garage on YouTube.

DESPITEWHAT the photo
might suggest, I am not actually
working on the Alvis during a
wedding reception.The unit
where I store the car is on a farm,
which means that it’s prone to lots
of airborne dust and chaff, and
I’ve found that cheap plastic
marquees bought off eBay for 50
quid apiece and erected inside the
unit are perfect for keeping off the
dirt.They might be useless if
you’re holding a party outdoors
during the typical British summer
– lashing with rain and blowing
a hooley – but they make great
indoor car covers.
I’m ashamed to say that I’ve

barely touched the Alvis since
acquiring it in 2019 (seeOctane
199). Partly that’s because of
lockdown, partly it’s because the

1927
ALVIS 12/50
MARK DIXON

Strainer
things

unit is 90 miles from home, but
mainly it’s because of my own
inertia. I started with good
intentions of giving the car a full
fluid change before I used it, but
got no further than draining the
engine sump before encountering
a minor fault that needed fixing
before I could proceed. And then
everything stagnated.
Screwed into the side of the

sump is an oil strainer that is
basically a tube of wire mesh
intended to keep any big pieces
of dirt, broken engine etc, from
getting as far as the moving parts.
Removing it revealed that the
mesh was badly torn at one end.
I couldn’t think of an easy way

to repair it so, after several months
of prevarication, I finally decided
I needed expert help and turned
to an old mate, Jeremy Brewster,
for advice. Jeremy runs a vintage
car workshop near Bromsgrove in
Worcestershire (Brewster Mudie
Ltd, +44 (0)1527 882282) and
he suggested I bring the strainer

over for him to take a look at.
I’d already sourced some

replacement brass mesh (from
eBay, again) with a hole size that
approximated to the original, and
Jeremy set his best man Doug
Aston on it. A week or so later
I returned to find that Doug
(below) had made a superb job
of soldering a piece of my new
mesh into position.
One house move later, I was

finally in a position to refit the
strainer.This time, I did what I
should have done beforehand:
remove the exhaust system, which
runs alongside the sump, so there’s
room to insert the strainer. Or,
rather, I got halfway through that
before discovering that I didn’t
have the right-sizedWhitworth
spanner at my unit.
So, a long drive back home for

yet another eBay purchase of what
I reckon is now the third set of
Whitworths I own – somewhere.
I’ll be so happy when I finally get
to keep all my tools in one place.

Clockwise, from top
Alvis finally gets some long-overdue
attention; Doug Aston at Brewster
Mudie repaired damaged oil strainer.
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2004
BMW Z4 3.0i SE
ROBERT HEFFERON

WHENYOUBUY a new car,
especially if that ‘new’ car is an old
car, you need all the advice you
can get. And when I bought my
BMWZ4, I found the Z4 Forum
(Z4-forum.com) really helpful:
so much knowledge, insight and
buying advice. Full service history
is the big one: regular oil changes
are a must, obviously, but has the
DISA valve been changed?
The what? In essence, it’s an

electronically controlled flap in
the intake manifold that opens
and closes depending on what the
ECU tells it, for more torque at
low revs (staying closed, so the
intake runner is long) and more
power at high revs when it opens.
Ideally buy a car that’s not on

run-flat tyres, check it has the
wind deflector… I compromised

on these, but I did so knowingly.
Well, you have to know the rules
to break the rules, in graphic
design (that’s my role atOctane)
at least. And I think that goes for
buying cars, too.
While piecing together some

missing history I got in touch with
the owner before last, who left me
in no doubt about how cherished
the car had been during his
tenure. He carried out his own
servicing (hence no stamps) as
well as changing the DISA valve
and a fair few other items. A photo
he sent me clearly shows the wind
deflector in place. Not a huge
issue; I found one for £100. Steep
for plastic-framedmesh, but there
is science in how it diverts the
wind flow, much better than the
solid plastic aftermarket ones,
apparently. I fitted it in a jiffy and
it really makes a difference.
So, service history, DISA, wind

deflector: tick, tick, tick.The
advice on the forum is to change
those run-flat tyres as soon as
possible, the simplest way to

vastly improve the way the car
drives. Currently it feels as though
gusts of wind keep hitting me, so
it’s on my list, but the existing
ones have good tread so I’ll put up
with that for now.
As for the niggles I mentioned

in the last issue, there are some
tiny blisters on a couple of the
wheelarches, but there is a
fantastic bodyshop literally at the
end of my road, so I’ll pop it down
there for advice soon.Then there
is what sounds like a whale’s
mating call, which I hear
sporadically when parking. I read
(yes, on the forum) that the

steering column needs lubricating
and that it is quite easy to do with
some silicone spray.
Needing more urgent attention

are the central locking and electric
windows, both of which are
playing up: the driver’s door
won’t open on the fob, and the
passenger window doesn’t always
do that last pinch to close
correctly against the convertible
hood.The forum suggests that
something called a GM5module
is the likely culprit; it’s coded to
the car so you can’t just swap it
out, but refurbs are common,
quite cheap to have done, and the
forum even suggests who to send
it off to.
Thankfully very little is pressing

and it feels like the Z4 and I are
getting to know each other. And
nothing helps that relationship
along better than the first wash
and wax. All seems well: the paint
is pretty good, some light
scratches and one or two heavier
ones that I hope might buff out,
but I’m not going to worry.This is
my everyday car and inconsiderate
people also drive and park their
cars, so it’s going to pick up more.
One thing I couldn’t resist was

to remove the aftermarket front
splitter: a handful of screws and
some old sticky pads didn’t put up
much of a fight, and it looks so
much better in my opinion.
One final question: how do

I clean the hood? Any advice
will be gratefully received at
roberth@octane-magazine.com
– otherwise, back to the forum!

Rule breaker

Left and below
New wind deflector installed between
headrests – not a hair out of place;
aftermarket splitter removed.

132



01590 612261
sales@vintagetyres.com

vintagetyres.com
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the right rubber

VARIOUS
ALFA ROMEOS
EVAN KLEIN

Spreading the love

WEDROVE cross-country from
New York to Los Angeles in a
1930 Lancia (see page 66). Crazy,
right? And when I got back to Los
Angeles I received a text from
Scott, the current owner of my
1967 Alfa Romeo Giulia Super.
The Super was my first full

restoration project. Yes, we stayed
in touch. He told me that he’d just
sold the Giulia to a man in the Bay
area and he’s driving it over to its
new home. ‘Can I give the new
owner your info?’ Sure. Scott
then said: ‘Evan, I always felt I
underpaid for your Giulia, and
I got a little more than I paid you
so I’d like to split it with you.’
Within moments my PayPal

account alerted me to new funds.
Cars are magic, I have never
experienced such a kind gesture
before.The new owner has already
called me, and we talked ‘car’. It
seems the love gets passed on.
When I found the 1966 Giulia

Spider (below), we spent hours
making her roadworthy. I went
over every inch of her, polishing
and fixing.The Spider went to
Guido, a man in Long Beach, a
30-minute drive south of me. We
stayed in touch, too, and he tells
me he’s just finished a complete
restoration. I invited Guido to my
Highway Earth car show and he
brought the car along. It was a
stunning restoration. He loves the
Alfa, and he’s now thinking about
turning it into a Veloce.

A couple of months ago I
acquired a red 1986 Quadrifoglio
Spider. One owner, lowmiles,
original paint. It sat in my
backyard next to the pool. I loved
looking out through the kitchen
window as I washed dishes, just
seeing it sit. I knew I wasn’t going
to keep the car, but I wanted it to
go to a good home. I spent several
days going through her, replacing
door rubbers and ordering bits
fromClassic Alfa.
Benny theMechanic gave

Kristen my number. She was
looking for a Spider and
practically bought it sight-unseen.
Wemet at Benny’s shop, did a
once-over and we went for a drive,
got a coffee, got ice cream
sandwiches. We spent all
afternoon together driving the
Spider around, laughing and
telling stories. We are getting
together next week for pasta. Cars
are love, cars are magic, cars are
friendships. Cars do something
to people that I can’t explain.
I was shooting a Los Angeles

car collector last week. He’s got
a classic silver Porsche 356.
Everywhere we went, people just
started talking to us. I looked at
the owner… ‘You know, this
doesn’t happen with my AudiTT,’
I said with a sour tone, and we
laughed. I came home
daydreaming, and told the wife
I really like the Ferrari Mondial,
it’s the dog no-one loves. She
replied: ‘We don’t need another
dog!’ I’m still daydreaming.
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AFTEROURCOTSWOLDS
road trip (Octane 230), we made
an early start for the drive through
Shakespeare country to JME
Healeys inWarwick. I’d decided
to replace the our car’s hood,
despite almost never using it
during my 44 years of ownership.
Restoring various components

and paintwork over time has
improved the ’Healey and kept it
in good running order. Come rain
or shine, having the top down
enables you to experience how
driving through the countryside
must have been in the 1960s.
Visibility is excellent and, even
if a rain shower is encountered,
airflowmeans the tonneau cover
is enough to keep passengers
relatively dry.
The car had a hood, of course,

but it was in a sorry state. One of
the only times I photographed it
with the roof up was on the cover
of the August 1989 edition of
Supercar Classics. It is evident
from that photograph that the
hood was poorly fitted and the
frame window seal wasn’t
installed correctly – 171 YNO had
been restored at some time in
Texas, which is when its cream
vinyl hood was added.
On arrival at the JME

workshops, trimmer Christian
checked over the hood frame and
seals before removing the screws
and hundreds of staples keeping
the old hood in place. One last
task for me was to gently peel a
sticker from the Aircraft Owners
& Pilots Association stuck on the
back window. I have vague
recollections that my car was
bought in Dusseldorf in 1965 by a
USAF pilot inWest Germany,

1965 AUSTIN-
HEALEY MkII I
MARTYN GODDARD

Top
news

who shipped it back home after
his tour of duty. It’s one
explanation of how the car came
to end up near Dallas.
The BJ8 convertible hood is

quite a complicated mechanism
but quick and easy to use. We
opted for a black Everflex
replacement hood supplied by
AH Spares, like the factory fitted
in 1965 and less expensive than

a custommohair version.The
hood took much longer than
expected to fit, a total of 34 hours,
as the replacement product
requires skilled adjustment in
the fitting process to produce a
tight, crease-free appearance
when in position.
I returned toWarwick a few

days later to see 171 YNO
sporting its new, beautifully fitted

hood, with smooth, tight seals and
a large, opening rear flexi-window
– ready for that old sticker. After
instructions on how to operate
the roof so as not to snag it in the
frame, it was a shame to stow it
before my 175-mile drive home
– top down!
You never know, though, I

might just experience a drive with
it up on the next rainy trip.

This page
New black hood replaces

tired cream vinyl top; period
decal will be reinstated.
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available around the
clock for four days so
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phenomenal rally to
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is matter of honour for
us – you can drive over
the finish line after a
thousand miles with a
carefree feeling.

Marreyt Classic Cars
is a driving force in
the classic car scene,
our story started with
wonder, admiration,
fascination, and today
it is a genuine passion.

We strive to preserve
the heritage. But above
all, our ambition is to
fulfil your classic car
dream.

As official Mille Miglia
Race Main Sponsor we
make dreams come
true, if you want to
participate Mille Miglia
2023 just contact us for
more information.

info@marreyt.com

For several years we
have been assisting
our customers with
the preparation for
and guidance during
the Mille Miglia.

Mille Miglia 2023

Do you want to
participate in the
most beautiful race in
the world?



OCTANE CARS / Running Reports

‘The Boxster has
passed its first MoT
in my tenure with no
horror stories. We’ve
covered 3000 trouble-
free miles so far – hope
things stay that way’
Glen Waddington

‘With my oath not to
use the Triumph until
after its restoration a
distant memory, my
reforecasted pledge to
only use it very locally
is going the same way’
James Elliott

‘My planned European
road trip in the Aston
DB7 Volante had to
be put on hold after
various oil leaks were
noted. The parts bill to
fix them is £500 alone’
Sanjay Seetanah

‘A horrific amount of
rust has been cut out
of my 911 RS 2.7, but
fortunately the factory-
modified rear ’arches
have proven sound
enough to be retained’
Delwyn Mallett

OTHER
NEWS
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Contact Vintage Tyres on

+44 (0)1590 431051
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AFTERMONTHS of
intermittent guesswork and
head-scratching I’d got to the
point where I thought I knew
whymy Subaru-powered Beetle
wouldn’t start. I’d done all the
usual checks: compression and
fuel first, then looked for a spark.
There was one – but only one
– each time the ignition key was
turned, then nothing. Which is
what led to the conclusion that
the Subaru’s factory immobiliser
was, well, immobilising and I’d
missed something important out.
All through this project I’d been

warned not to get rid of the donor
car the engine had been taken
from, just in case such a situation
came about. After some phone
calls and internet digging, I found
out that I needed a couple more

1969 VW/SUBARU
BEETLE
MATTHEW HOWELL

Keep on
running

parts from it: the ignition barrel,
key and the immobiliser antenna:
a small plastic ring that sits around
the barrel and looks like a bit of
trim but is, in fact, essential.
With these removed I then

realised I didn’t know what to do
with them – the antenna had a
small wired plug but in my engine
there was nothing to plug it into.
More phone calls to the guy who
cut down the Subaru loom for me
and it became clear he’d
accidentally snipped off the wire
to the antenna. So, it was out with
the loom and off it went to be
rectified. With it back in the car
I ran through my usual checks
again: no more excuses.
In total shock I’d hardly twisted

the key when the engine fired
up, straight into a perfect idle.
Amazed, I did what anyone would
do – walked round the back,
grabbed the throttle linkage and
gave it a blip. ‘It only bloody
works!’ I said out loud to myself.
Then I went to turn it off – only it
didn’t stop.The engine was still
running. So I removed the battery
terminal. And it still ran.
By this point mild terror was

setting in and I had to think fast
– how do you stop an engine that
shouldn’t be running before
something goes horribly wrong?
I managed to locate the fuel pump

relay and gave it a firm pull: with
the relay out, the engine went
silent. I sat there laughing to
myself – after months of not being
able to get it to run, I suddenly
couldn’t get it to stop.
In other news… theMorgan

4/4 is due to go to Billy at JB
Sports Engineering to have the
rear axle rebuilt.Thank you to
all theOctane readers who
recommended him: I don’t think
I could have found a better person
to look after it.
But before it goes, I’ve had to

replace the rotten rubber fuel
filler neck; how it wasn’t letting
fuel spill out I don’t know.

Top and above
Beetle wiring causes a headache;
new filler neck for Morgan.
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Other interesting cars we’ve been driving
OVERDRIVE

by Octane staff and contributors

Super,
Smashing,
Great

2022 MORGAN
SUPER 3
MARK DIXON

SURELYTHIS IS a first on a
production car. Every one of the
multiple luggage mounting points
onMorgan’s new Super 3
three-wheeler also incorporates a
threaded hole to take a standard
1/4in camera tripod mounting
screw. So, if you want to set up
a GoPro or any other kind of
camera, you’re spoiled for choice.
Clever, huh?
Of course, it could also be

interpreted as a sign of the TikTok
narcissistic age we live in, but you
have to give the Super 3’s creators
credit for really thinking about
their customers. And, if my
experience is anything to go by,
they will be paid back with very
healthy sales, because the Super 3
is a brilliant little car.

That translates to more cockpit
room, although squeezing legs
beneath the driver’s seat still
requires some flexibility (Morgan
is trialling a swish leather fold-out
mat, about the size of an iPad, that
you can place on the seat to step
on and thus keep the seat clean).
The pedal box and steering
column are adjustable, so most
people should be able to find a
comfortable driving position.
There are some great roads

aroundMorgan’s Malvern base
but I know of some that are even
better, an hour’s drive further
west, towards Hay-on-Wye. And
I want to check out an old village
garage that I’ve known about for
decades and which has just come
up for sale…

Morgan intends that its new
trike will form a substantial part
of its business, with production
targeted at 400 cars a year,
potentially ramping up to 500.
Being classed as a motor-tricycle
also gives it access to the US
market, which is currently closed
to four-wheeledMorgans, there
being different licensing regs for
three- and four-wheelers.
Whereas the previous 3

Wheeler used a 2.0-litre V-twin,
the Super 3 has a normally
aspirated three-cylinder 1.5-litre
Ford Dragon, coupled to aMazda
five-speed ’box. It’s rear-wheel
(literally) drive, of course, and
wider than the previous 3
Wheeler; at just over six foot, it’s
actually 31/2in wider than a Fiesta.

You fire up the Super 3 by
pressing a (genuine) Eurofighter
bomb release button on the dash.
The engine note is deeper than
expected – think big-carbed
rally-specMk1 Escort – which
apparently is due to this car
having a sports exhaust option
that’s yet to appear on the car
configurator. Top tip: it’s well
worth having.
Threading through the back

streets of Malvern reveals a less
pleasant noise, though, an
intermittent metallic whine that
is particularly noticeable at low
speed. Seems it’s the rear bevel
box; Morgan is working on
muting it but says it’s always going
to have a presence. Alarming at
first but you do get used to it.
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This page, from top
Super 3 outside the old garage at
Turnastone, which is now for sale;
interior a blend of trad and modern;
Morgan is perfect for roads like this
one over Hay Bluff in Powys, Wales.

Straightaway, the Super 3’s
point-and-squirt nature will light
up your face with a grin.The
engine has plenty of torque and
theMazda five-speeder is as slick
as you’d expect. While I’m over six
feet tall and have to look over the
transparent wind deflectors rather
than through them, a flat cap and
sunglasses are all that’s needed
to keep wind out of hair and flies
out of eyes.
A stint of A-road driving

shows that 60mph is perfectly
comfortable, the engine turning
at 3000rpm in fifth, but I’m soon
onto the B-roads of rural
Herefordshire as I head for my
first destination: the old garage
at Turnastone, which until a few
years ago was the oldest filling
station in Britain.
Incredibly, theWest End

Garage was in the hands of just
one father and son, James and
HedleyWilding, from 1919 until
Hedley’s death in 2020. It was the
classic rural garage: a handsome
early 19th Century cottage with a
few pumps beside the road and a
handful of vintage enamel signs
fastened on the house wall.Those
pumps and the signs all survive
(the latter temporarily removed
for security’s sake by the
Countryside Regeneration Trust,
which looks after it) and the

garage has been a landmark for
classic car fans for decades.
The old garage is just as

peacefully idyllic as I remember.
The building clearly needs a fair
bit of restoration – and Grade II
listing means those pumps will
have to stay, thankfully – but what
a fabulous home it could make for
someone who appreciates its
history. If you might be that
person, check out the listing on
Rightmove, where it’s currently
for sale at £295,000.
Sadly, I’m not in a position to

buy it. Instead, I climb back into
the Super 3 and take the back
roads to Hay-on-Wye.This
Morgan was made for timeless
lanes like this, although it’s
amusing to find the 15in rear tyre
squirming for grip on the muddy
central strip that four-wheelers
never have to worry about. As
noted, it’s not especially slim but
having wheels literally at each
front corner means you can
virtually kiss the hedgerows when
encountering oncoming traffic.
The ride is on the firm side –

the reaction to tarmac peaks and
troughs is what will limit your
speed more than any other factor
– and dropping a wheel into a
drain gully is like having a small
bomb go off. But that’s hardly the
car’s fault.

‘There are some great roads around
Morgan’s base but I know of some that are
even better, an hour’s drive further west’

My blast back toMalvern marks
the end of a wonderful day. A
base-spec Super 3 costs £42,000,
which isn’t stupidly expensive for
a car that will provide such
endless pleasure – and is actually
very usable. My only gripe is that
the speedometer read-out
becomes totally invisible if you’re
wearing polarised sunglasses.
I mention this sunglasses/

speedometer conflict to the guy at
Morgan who receives the Super 3,
and next day an email pops into

my inbox: ‘We’ve spoken to
engineering and the dial screens
on production cars will be
compatible with polarised
sunglasses.’
Hats off toMorgan: they listen

and they act. If only mainstream
car makers were so attentive.
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Meanwhile, in the USA…

IT’S THREE-WHEELED
roadblock this year. You’ve just
read aboutMorgan’s eagerly
awaited Super 3. And now this,
the Liberty Ace F6 from Pete
Larsen, who started the whole
thing with his original 2011 Ace
model, which was purchased
byMorgan as a basis for the
outgoingMorgan 3Wheeler.
The basis of the F6 is Honda’s

1.8-litre flat-six drivetrain from
the Goldwing motorcycle.The
big tourer has been in
production since 1974, through
six generations.The F6 uses
2006’s fifth-generation engine,
with fuel injection and custom
Haltech engine management,
built in-line with the five-speed
transmission and trailing-arm
single-sided shaft drive (Larson
is working on a reverse gear). It’s
strong, reliable, and ticks the
boxes marked low centre of
gravity and a long drivetrain: the
Ace’s 95in wheelbase promotes

stability, and its track is widened
over the original’s to 64in. It
weighs just 476kg.
A large-diameter tubular steel

frame wraps around the engine,
with fabricated mounts for the
original Honda pick-up points
behind the cockpit.The long,
curved plastic fuel tank sits on
top of the engine, as it does in
the bike. At the rear is a (single)
Toyo 195/55 R16 tyre, of the
same diameter as the skinnier
front radials. Front wishbones
operate coil-over damper units;
there are Brembo disc brakes
and a custom steering rack.The
rear disc is the Goldwing’s.
Most three-wheelers have

vestigial bodywork which fits
where it touches, but the F6
needed something special. Enter
Pascal Golay, who worked with
Larson, revisiting every curve
until they came up with this
extraordinary GRP body, which
echoes a Bugatti Veyron crossed
with Auto Union’s pre-war V16
racers. Squeeze your way in and
you wear the F6 like a diving
suit, with everything a wrist-flick
away and your ankles ahead of
the front axle line.The tiny aero
screens are beautifully matched

to the body, but don’t do a lot for
wind deflection and the central
rev-counter is largely superfluous
since the big Honda mill
produces so much torque
(135bhp@ 5500rom and
127lb ft@ 1250rpm).
A button-start fires the

Honda flat-six with characteristic
whine and underlying growling
menace. Push the central
gearlever forward for first (back
for gears two to five) and the F6
rolls gently with a sensational
ride quality and direct but
measured steering response.
On winding roads the engine

moves out of its sub-1500rpm
cruising range and becomes
altogether fruitier.The twin
exhausts crackle and pop and the
performance is super sports-car
quick. It’s accessible, too, with
just a quick shove to engage the
next ratio or leave it in fourth
and savour the ocean-wide
torque band.
The first-generation Ace and

theMorgan 3Wheeler had to
cope with the weight of the
engine ahead of the front axle,
which made the ride crashy.
Small bumps merely blip the F6’s
body and longer undulations are

wonderfully controlled. If you
look down you can see the
diminutive wishbones gently
moving with the road surface
and the tiny steering joints
reacting to the steering inputs.
The steering is talkative, direct
and yet the car feels so calm.
Even through long turns you

aren’t left wondering about the
limited grip from that single rear
wheel, or that rear’s lack of roll
stiffness. You can push it wide
on the throttle, but that’s always
a deliberate action rather than
a mistake.
Larsen will deliver to Europe

(he’s making a car for Norway
right now), but right-hand drive
would mean a radical redesign.
At an estimated £54,000 the

Liberty Ace F6 isn’t cheap, but
it’s thrilling to drive and certainly
turns heads. Immaculately built,
beautiful and terrific fun, this is
the sort of car you reluctantly
walk away from, wondering how
you can make it yours.

Below
There’s a motorsport pedal box, two
comfortable leather-covered seats
and all but no luggage room: this
three-wheeler is all about the fun.

OVERDRIVE / Other Cars
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2022 LIBERTY
ACE F6
ANDREW ENGLISH
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TYPICAL. YOUWAIT decades
for a fuel-injected classic Jaguar
XK straight-six to appear, and
then two versions come along at
once. Last month I tested the
Ecurie Ecosse LM-C, and now
here’s a fuel-injected XK150S.
The XK150S has been

developed by Shropshire-based
CMC (classic-motor-cars.co.uk)
for a customer, using a very nicely
restored – albeit not by CMC
– example as a base. As it happens,
a good friend of mine, Paul
Tebbett, has a ‘hotted up’
carburetted XK150 that I felt
would make an interesting
benchmark, and he kindly agreed
to chauffeur me in it to CMC’s
premises so we could both
compare the two.
First impressions of the CMC

car are that it’s a beautiful

1960 JAGUAR
XK150S
MARK DIXON

example, finished in subtle
mid-grey with body-coloured
wires. Very tasteful. Lifting the
bonnet reveals a remarkably
standard-looking engine, with
three Jenvey throttle bodies doing
a good impression of Weber
side-draught DCOE carbs. As
well as the fuel injection, this car
also has a power-steering
conversion, which immediately
comes in useful for manoeuvring
out of CMC’s extensive premises.
We both notice (as I did with

the C-type inspired Ecurie Ecosse
LM-C) a certain fluffiness from
the engine at low revs, however.
And, like the LM-C, it doesn’t
have the low-down torque offered
by a carburetted Jaguar six. Once
we can give the engine its head on
quiet, open roads, though, it’s a
totally different animal. Above
3000rpm, it turns this 62-year-old
car into a rocket ship.
Pulling hard, the XKmakes a

suitably stirring, hard-edged
noise, even if it’s rather one-
dimensional; it lacks the
breathiness of Paul’s carburetted

150.The engine is undoubtedly
powerful (more than 300bhp, I’m
told) and you could have great fun
showing a clean pair of overriders
to many a modern car, but, to be
frank, the driving experience is a
little characterless other than in
terms of sheer speed.
Back at base, CMC technician

Brett Eggar explains that the
engine is running 280º cams and
he’s deliberately kept the engine
tuning as mild as possible
low-down, to make it tractable in
town traffic. Brett developed the
CMC set-up himself and explains
that it’s fully customisable to suit
the user’s needs: different throttle
maps can be sent by email,
Messenger, WhatsApp or
whatever and downloaded
straight onto the car from a
laptop. Very 21st Century.
Clearly there’s a lot of potential

here and, while CMC’s customer’s
XK150S is too all-or-nothing for
my taste, it certainly opens up
some exciting opportunities. Not
least is the ability for an engine
to run on very low-grade fuel
without pinking: the engine
management is constantly making
micro-second judgements from
a whole battery of sensors, and
simply won’t allow it.
But then I climb into my friend

Paul’s lovely twin-carb XK150, we
take the scenic route through the
backlanes to his Worcestershire
home, and it feels pretty damn
brisk and makes a gorgeous noise
to boot. All with 1950s
technology, which makes us
both wonder whether progress
is always a good thing.

OVERDRIVE / Other Cars

Shot of adrenaline

Left and below
Fuel-injected XK150S is startlingly
quick but lacks the tractability of a
standard car such as Paul Tebbett’s
pale grey 150 – seen here behind
the injected car’s engine bay.
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complete with an old barn, and
I wanted to trailer myModel T
Ford up for use as a runaround.
First, though, I had to collect

my trailer from a local specialist
that had been servicing it.The
seen-it-all, battle-hardened
mechanics were surprisingly
appreciative of the 110 – garish as
it looked, in its UN peace-keeper
brilliant white – and even more
impressed when they saw how
you can use the keyfob to lower
the rear suspension, then raise it
under the trailer hitch to make
coupling-up a doddle.
The Towing Pack option

includes some very clever camera
tech, too, which predicts the line
your tow ball is taking towards the
hitch as you back-up, meaning you
can watch the touchscreen and
position the ball to within an inch
without leaving the driver’s seat.
Rather embarrassingly, I’d

assumed this 110 was the D300
model, which has the 296bhp
version of the Ingenium six-
cylinder diesel. Turns out it was
actually a D250, with a ‘mere’
249bhp and 420lb ft.The

THERE’S SOMETHING about
towing a big car trailer that I find
deeply satisfying. It’s partly the
association of Yorkie-bar-chewing
machismo, and also the mental
challenge of having to take exactly
the right line on every corner, of
anticipating the potential actions
of other road users, of conserving
momentumwhen slowing for
junctions or traffic lights.
So, when I was offered the loan

of a newDefender 110 for a long
weekend, I knew exactly how to
test it. I’ll soon be moving to a
fixer-upper of a cottage out west,

straight-six diesel is a perfect fit
for the 110, having just a trace
of appealing gruffness when you
gun it, yet always feeling refined
and sounding discreet.TheD250
is quick enough, too: 0-60mph
in 7.9sec and a maximum of
117mph.Though not with a
tonne-and-a-half behind it, obvs.
Whisper it softly, the Defender

also steers better than the new
Range Rover that I drove recently
– it’s much more engaging, while
the slightly detached-feeling
Rangie reminded me of one of
those James Bond stunt cars
where the pro driver steers from
a cage mounted on the roof.The
110 also rides brilliantly and
hardly notices potholes, which is
a huge advantage on the wrecked
roads of modern Britain.
The good news continues

inside, where the interior is
finished in premiummaterials yet
looks functional and durable.The
rear seats fold completely flat to
open-up a generous loadspace,
too. And, while there’s loads of
tech built-in, it’s not difficult to
access or use. By configuring your

OVERDRIVE / Other Cars

From top
Need a good tow vehicle? Look
no further; clever camera tech
makes trailer hook-up easy.

2022 LAND ROVER
DEFENDER 110
MARK DIXON

Trailer
life

own driver profile, you can even
permanently disable the irritating
‘safety aids’ that frequently create
more danger than they avoid (yes,
I’m thinking of you, Emergency
Braking). Hurrah!
As I cruised back to my current

digs, travelling ‘light engine’ after
leaving the trailer and T at their
new home, I mentioned to my
other half how sorry I would be to
hand the Defender back. ‘I can’t
ever remember you saying that
about a new car,’ she remarked.
And, do you know, she was right.
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REGULARREADERSmay
recall my fondness for the Dacia
Duster (Octane 225). It’s a
no-frills family car, SUV-lite
in nature, tough and basic in
character, and far better to drive
than it has any right to be. I can
remember seeing scores of its
predecessor around Alpine ski
resorts, all in fridge white with
unpainted bumpers and steel
wheels: the perfect mountain
hack, and more.
Elsewhere in Europe, the Dacia

Lodgy is a fairly common sight.
The Romanians denied the UK
market this boxy seven-seater, but
now its successor is here. Like the
Duster, the Jogger is a no-frills
family car that’s tough and basic
in character. Only this one comes
with a removable third row of
seats and a van-like maximum

2022 DACIA
JOGGER
GLEN WADDINGTON

boot capacity (in two-seat mode)
of 1807 litres.That’s the kind of
space you’ll find otherwise only
in something like aMercedes
E-Class estate. Which starts at
£47,575.TheDacia is yours from
only £16,645.
Our test car added a couple

of grand to that, bringing such
niceties as climate control, alloy
wheels, heated seats, 8in screen
and front parking sensors, but
even the entry-level car comes
with useful stuff such as phone
integration, cruise control, basic
air-con and rear parking sensors
– which are the ones that matter,
especially in a car with a vertical
tail that looks pretty distant in the
rear-viewmirror. All are fitted
with the same 109bhp 999cc
turbocharged triple and six-speed
manual transmission.
Dacia’s designers have been

hard at work adding a dash of flair
to the detailing, so, while the
Jogger is resolutely oblong, the
raised profile of the rearmost
glazing and the treatment of the
tail-lamps give it appeal beyond
its budget nature.They also
disguise its Sandero supermini
origins: in overall length, it’s
within a few inches of a Golf
estate. Which has nothing like the
luggage space and seats only five.

Comparisons with VWs and
Mercs end with interior finish,
however. Don’t expect posh, but
do expect competent and solid.
It’s surprisingly hushed in here,
however, the three-cylinder
engine revving with a
characteristic throatiness but
never feeling intrusive. And
despite modest performance
claims (top speed 114mph,
0-62mph in 11.2sec) it feels pretty
sprightly, with an easy gearshift so
you can make the most of the
revs. Driving 400 miles in a
weekend, mostly motorway miles,
suggested fuel consumption of
more than 40mpg, too.

You wouldn’t go so far as to
describe the driving experience as
entertaining, but it’s up to the task
of hauling occupants and chattels,
cruises with decent refinement,
and rides unobtrusively. Seven-
seat family cars (we used to call
themMPVs) are a bit of a dying
breed, as the world has turned
to needlessly hefty and space-
inefficient SUVs, so the Jogger
is utterly unfashionable. And all
the more admirable for it.

OVERDRIVE / Other Cars

Space
invader

Top and above
Boxy styling hides an
impressively spacious and flexible
interior: it’s an incredibly useful
and talented car for the money.
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“TheWorld’s Premier Collector Car Event.”
—VANITY FAIR
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IN DAYTON, Ohio,
on Sunday 25 August
1963, retired engineer
Karl Probst unfolded
the plans he had
drawn 23 years earlier
for what would
become a landmark
in the history of the
automobile. Then 79

years old and suffering from cancer, he laid
them on his bed, took one last look at them and
swallowed a fatal dose of sleeping pills.
The son of a doctor, Karl Knight Probst was

born in October 1883 in Point Pleasant, West
Virginia, and like somany youngsters of the era
he was smitten by the newfangled motorised
vehicles. At 13, displaying a precocious
mechanical aptitude, he built his own steam-
powered bicycle. Unfortunately, it exploded.
Set on a career in engineering, he enrolled at

Ohio State University but was forced to drop
out due to illness. In the years before WW1 he
continued his engineering studies in France,
where he was impressed by the Bédélia, a tiny
and narrow tandem-seat cyclecar powered by a
front-mounted V-twin motorcycle engine
driving the rear wheels via a long leather belt,
with the driver steering from the rear seat.

Karl Probst
…without whom the US Army
Jeep might never have existed

Left, from top
Karl Probst never claimed to be the Jeep’s sole author,
but he certainly played a role in it; pre-production
Bantam is clearly related to the finished Jeep.

Gone but not forgotten
WORDS DELWYN MALLETT

Returning to the US and a job with the Auto
Parts Manufacturing Company of Detroit, in
1912 Probst designed one of the nation’s first
cyclecars, incorporating a radical departure
from the norm in the form of front-wheel drive
and front driver. Named, rather curiously, after
the extinct, flightless bird, the Dodo – but
capitalised as DODO – it too failed to take off
and to Probst’s irritation only one was built.
He promptly resigned, moving to Toledo

and a post with the Milburn Wagon Company,
producer of electric cars. Probst also served
spells with Chalmers, Lozier, Peerless and
Milburn before becoming chief engineer at
REO. However, in 1920 he was once again
sidelined by bad health and he left the auto
industry and started a new career in real estate.
The Wall Street Crash in 1929 put paid to

Probst’s real estate business and he rejoined
the automotive community, opening his own
consultancy in Detroit. It was there in 1940
that he was offered a commission that, at first,
he found only too easy to refuse – particularly
as he would be working on spec.
With the inevitability of having to join the

war that was already raging in Europe, the US
Army was desperately in need of updating its
military ordnance, and the Quartermaster
Corps (QMC) raised a tender for a lightweight
four-wheel-drive reconnaissance vehicle. The
brief was sent to an astonishing 135
manufacturers with an almost impossible
deadline: 11 days to respond with plans and 49
days to build 70 prototypes. Not surprisingly,
only four companies replied.
American Bantam, the company that had

evolvedoutofAmericanAustin, haddiscovered

the hard way that Americans were not
enamoured of small cars and was teetering on
the very edge of bankruptcy. It had already
proposed a lightweight vehicle to the Army
in 1938 and was somewhat miffed to discover
that it was now in a contest with so many other
competitors. A lucrative contract could pull the
company back from the brink but, with a
skeleton staff of only 19 people left, help was
clearly needed. A reluctant Probst finally
heeded the call after pressure was applied by
‘Big Bill’ Knudsen (Octane 209), the former
head of GM and by then serving as head of
the War Production Office, who said that
it was his patriotic duty.
Probst jumped into his car and arrived at the

virtually deserted Bantam works in Butler,
Pennsylvania, on Wednesday 17 July, five days
before the 9am 22 July deadline to present
its as yet unresolved proposal. Working closely
with Bantam’s chief engineer, Probst set up a
drawing board and got to work. By the Friday,
after virtually non-stopwork, he had draughted
the blueprints of the vehicle thatwould become
a legend. By the Sunday the costings were
complete, but there was one insurmountable
problem – the design was 500lb over the
specified weight. Nevertheless, Probst and
Bantam’s chairman sped 300miles to theQMC
offices in Baltimore, where they joined the
other bidders from Ford, Crosley andWillys.
The only serious competition came in the

form of a lower bid from Willys, accompanied
only by a crude sketch, so just 30 minutes after
its presentation Bantam was awarded the
contract. With a sting in the tail. The QMC
concluded that Bantam lacked the means of
producing the vehicle in the required quantities
and passed the plans to Willys and Ford. After
incorporating their own modifications, they
eventually produced over 600,000 of what
is now universally known as the Jeep.
In 1943 Willys, sensing the Jeep’s post-war

potential, attempted to register the name but
Bantam protested. In 1948 a Federal Trade
Commission tribunal, at which Probst
testified, forbade Willys to claim that it
invented the Jeep and declared that Bantam
was its originator. It was not until 1950 that
Willys finally registered the name. Probst never
claimed, as many did, that he was the ‘father of
the Jeep’ but he did say that his part in its design
was the highpoint of his career. One can only
imagine the thoughts that raced through his
mind as he took a last look at his plans on that
fateful day in 1963.
Oh, and Probst eventually received $200 for

his contribution to the creation of one of the
world’s most significant vehicles.

ALAMY



Tel 0203 930 1 911
Email info@garagesportique.com
Web www.garagesportique.com

Social @garagesportique

2018 BMWM2 Competition
Manual drivers car in desirable spec. SOLD

2016 Rolls Royce Phantom
Special edition, one off Drophead Coupe
inspired by Coco Chanel POA

2018Mercedes Benz C63 S Coupe
Tastefully specified V8 bruiser £57,495

1978 Ferrari 308 GTB
Beautifully restored right hand drive car SOLD

2005AstonMartin DB9Volante
Definitive V12 Gentleman’s GT £34,995

2022 Porsche 992 Targa 4 GTS
Super Rare, only 700 miles SOLD

2018 Porsche 991 Carrera GTS
Well specified and supremely capable £95,995
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seedy quack-doctor type’, he was apparently
run out of Galveston, Texas, at gunpoint by an
angry business partner and washed up in the
Rhondda Valley claiming to ‘have the know-
how for making soft drinks’. Evans was
impressed and sensed an opportunity to offer
an alternative and less potent refresher to beer.
Evans convinced Thomas to lend him the

money to set up a bottling plant in Porth and,
after extensive research into production
methods for carbonated beverages, opened
The Welsh Hills Mineral Water Factory. Their
hope that fizzy water and ginger beer might
lure miners away from the real stuff failed,
not surprisingly. Seeking a new market, they
introduced more child-friendly flavours and
started to tour the valleys, selling from horse-
drawn wagons with great success. By 1900
they had more than 200 salesmen delivering
Thomas & Evans’ Welsh Hills Soft Drinks
acrossWales, with eachmanworking a 13-hour
day and expected to make 250 deliveries.
The pop was originally sold in so-called

Codd-neck bottles, patented byHiramCodd in
the early 1870s, inwhich a glassmarble trapped
in indentations in the bottle’s neck was forced
against a rubber washer by the pressure of
the carbon dioxide underneath. My dad and
countless other kids enjoyed smashing these
bottles to liberate the marble within and
expand their collections. The marbles were
superseded by swing-top stoppers, with a wire
frame to lever a ceramic stopper with rubber

gasket into the neck, presumably much to the
disappointment of young marble fans.
By the 1920s Welsh Hills pop had become a

national phenomenon and, having thought of
a catchier title, Evans renamed the company
Corona. Delivery lorries replaced horses and,
by the outbreak of World War Two, with a
further fiveWelsh factories up and running, the
company was producing 170million bottles of
pop a year, while also expanding sales and
production into England.
The company’s success continued post-war

but, as for so many other products, the rise of
supermarkets saw the gradual end of home
deliveries and the much-loved Corona man
disappeared from the nation’s streets.
It didn’t spell the end for the drinks, though.

A memorable TV ad campaign of the late ’70s
and early ’80s featured animated bubbles in
various escapades voiced over by a Sergeant
Bilko sound-alike assuring us that ‘Every
bubble’s passed its FIZZical’.
Then Corona was taken over by Britvic in

1987, and it closed the Porth factory. The fizz
was seeping out of Corona and it finally went
flat in the late 1990s.
The factory remains, however, and in 2000

was converted into a recording studio and
music venue, which, in recognition of its
history and an irresistible play on words, was
named the Pop Factory. Appropriately, Tom
Jones opened it by smashing a bottle of
Dandelion and Burdock against a wall.

Left
Corona delivery men were
once a frequent sight, but
supermarkets ended that.

OLDER READERSmay recall that there was
a time when we looked forward to a visit from
Coronawith relish rather than fear.When I was
a kid, growing up in the 1950s, the crate-laden
yellow-and-orange Corona pop lorry was a
much-anticipated visitor to my West London
suburban street. My Welsh parents shared in
my enthusiasm, as they had spent their
childhoods dashing out of their houses in
South Wales to swap their empties for a fresh
bottle of Dandelion and Burdock or American
Cream Soda. Corona was one of the few
exports fromWales that didn’t sing or disappear
up the chimney in smoke.
The temperance movement, wishing to limit

the consumption of alcohol, had grown ever
more vocal in Wales during the 19th Century.
Much of the country sat on Britain’s largest
continuous deposit of coal and, since mining
was thirsty work, drunkenness and alcoholism
were major problems. Eventually, in 1881, the
temperance campaigners won a major victory,
forcing pubs to close on Sundays.
The following year William Evans started

working for William Thomas in his butcher’s
shop in the Monmouthshire village of
Aberbeeg. Within a few years the pair had
become business partners, opening a chain of
grocery stores that included one in Porth, a
village known as the gateway to the Rhondda.
The appearance of a mysterious American

proved to be a turning point for the Thomas
and Evans grocery business. Described as ‘a

‘CORONA WAS ONE
OF THE FEW EXPORTS
FROM WALES THAT
DIDN’T SING OR
DISAPPEAR UP THE
CHIMNEY IN SMOKE’

Until 2019, the name of this Welsh carbonated drink evoked only childhood innocence

Corona fizzy pop

STILL TIME COLLECTION
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2008 Porsche 997 GT3 RSR
One of only 33 RSRs built in 2008. As new andmatching numbers.
Completely overhauled and fresh w/ extensive spares. P.O.A.

2018 McLaren Senna “Fina” (027)
Oneof only 3 Fina-liveryMcLaren Senna.Deliverymileageonly andEEC-car.P.O.A

2012 ex-Dempsey Racing Lola B12/80 LMP2
Carbon fiber monocoque with Judd 3.6 liter V8 engine. Fully rebuild in 2019 incl.

engine and gearbox. P.O.A

1973 Porsche 911 Carrera 2.7 RS (Touring)
Early, matching numbers car in rare viper green. In outstanding,

restored condition and well documented. P.O.A.

1970 ex-Ronnie Peterson March 701 (8)
Ronnie’s 1970 F1 championship car. Continuous ownership.

Race-ready w/ Richardson DFV, FIA HTP and good spares. P.O.A.
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and whites. Most Camaros came with a double
register chronograph, running seconds at 9
o’clock and a minute counter at 3 and a 1/5-
second chronograph central seconds. But there
were three-subdial variants, too, the 7220 and
7228 as well as the 73643.The third dial carried
a 12-hour counter.
No matter which dial you choose, you get to

enjoy Heuer’s obsession with clarity. In fact,
you can see its evolution from the classical
light/dark contrasts between dials and hands
of the early watches through to the use of
colour on the later models. For example, on the
73643NT you’ll see each of the three chrono
hands in orange, marking them out from the
standard time hands in white or silver.
Depending on the dial, the bezel’s tachymeter
might be picked out in orange, too.
There were also ‘specials’ – when the 1978

Canadian GP resulted in a podium of
Villeneuve, Scheckter andReutemann, sponsor
Champion sparkplugs hadHeuer produce a ref.
73443 Camaro with its logo on the dial.
Despite the ties with racing, Heuer never

seemed to know quite where to pitch the
Camaro. Ads variously offered it as a yachting
watch, or as just the ticket for timing Polaroid
exposures, long-distance calls (remember
those?) and time left on parking meters.
In 1972, the firm quietly pulled the plug on

theCamaro.Thepoor thing never had a chance.
Why did Heuer not just update the Camaro
with the new Chronomatic movement? Simple
– the case wasn’t big enough. One wonders
what its fate might have been had McQueen
decided to buckle a Camaro instead of a
Monaco to his wrist on the set of Le Mans.

JAMES LEIGHTON is clearly a man of taste
and discernment. Not only does he read
Octane’s Chrono pages (the best bit, let’s face
it) and own a Heuer Camaro, but he emailed
to ask if we could write something about his
watch. It’s a good call: Monacos, Carreras and
Autavias are ten a penny (price not adjusted for
inflation) but when did you last see a Camaro?
It’s a watch that, right from the outset, got

an undeserved bum deal. Sandwiched between
the stalwart Carrera and the groovy new
Monaco, only a few thousand examples were
made before Heuer dropped the Camaro. The
watch itself is a belter; the problem was timing.
In 1967, as Heuer was adding the final

touches to the Camaro prior to its launch the
following year, the corporate eye was distracted
by a bigger prize. Although chronographs were
nothing new, there was, as Jack Heuer put it,
‘a significant gap in watchmaking technology’.
Until the end of the 1960s, one still had towind
one’s own chronograph. There were plenty of
chronos and even more automatic watches but
no-one had managed to put the two together
commercially in an automatic chronograph.
To make a self-winding watch (being

pernickety, it’s wound by the wearer’s
movement and gravity) one needs a moving
mass. Watchmakers from Perrelet in the 18th
Century on had tried everything from bumper-
and-spring winders to oscillating weights. The
issue was finding space in the watchcase – and
in the movement itself – for all the cams,
levers and gears a chronograph needs, as well
as a winding weight and its associated gubbins.
There were three groups of watchmakers

vying to be first across the line in the 1960s.

Heuer
Camaro
Born too late into a fast-
changing world, this is the
under-the-radar Heuer

An alliance between Heuer, Buren-Hamilton,
Breitling and Dubois-Depraz (the
Chronomatic) were up against Zenith and its
El Primero while, unbeknown to either, Seiko
was working on its cal. 6139. Once Heuer
launched the new automatic movement in
1969 and put it in watches such as the cool new
square-cased McQueen-favourite Monaco, the
poor Camaro with its keep-fit winding system
was simply old hat. It lasted until just 1972
before Heuer pulled the plug.
Despite its short life, there are enough

varieties of Camaro to keep even the most
obsessive collector happily rummaging. The
37mm cushion case – halfway between the
Monaco and the Autavia – is a constant, but
even in that there were material variations. You
could choose solid yellow gold (good luck
tracking one down), gold plate or stainless
steel (sadly no PVD, more’s the pity).
Heuer used three movements for the watch:

the faithful Valjoux cal. 72, the cal. 92 and the
cal. 773X range, evolved from the Venus 188. It
gives you an idea of just how nuts Watchworld
is when you think one of those – the Valjoux
cal. 72 – also pops up in the pre-806 Breitling
Navitimer and the Rolex Daytona. In the
B’ling, you’d be looking at anywhere north of
£15,000 for an APOA model. For the Daytona
with a cal. 72? A kidney or two? Your immortal
soul? In the Camaro, around £4500 for a triple-
register ref. 7220 NT. Now tell me the Camaro
isn’t the bargain of the decade.
Then there are the dial variations. You’ll see

everything from that same wonderful, clear
Singer silver eggshell on the ref. 7743 that’s
shared with the Carrera through blues, blacks
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YES, another digital this month
but no apologies – people are
catching on to watches that go
‘beep’ faster than ever before.
And speaking of faster: if you
fancy yourself as an early 2000s
F1 driver, the Microtimer is the
watch for you. They were a subtle
evolution from the earlier
Micrograph (keeping up at the
back?) – the big difference being
that the Microtimer would time
to 1/1000th of a second. Even
your eye-brain-hand coordination
won’t work that fast, but hey, no-
one’s going to beat you for pub
bragging rights.
TAG Heuer said the watch was

designed specifically for F1
drivers who wanted to time each
lap of a race. You can measure
each lap individually and, once
you’ve got the hang of which

button to push, recall your fastest
with the Best Lap mode. It’ll even
tell you what lap you’re on and
how long you’ve been racing. No
need for that expensive pit crew
and telemetry stuff now, huh?
It’s a solid old thing: drop it on

your foot and you’ll be in A&E…
but at least you’ll be able to time
the wait to the nearest 1/1000th!
It’s remarkably comfortable for
such a heavy watch, though. The
curved, screwed-in caseback and
rubber strap (supposed to be
reminiscent of an F1 tyre) help.
There aren’t many about, but

prices haven’t risenmuch recently
and you can still find them (just)
for under £1000. The finish is an
absolute scratch-magnet though,
so make sure yours hasn’t been
over-polished and lost the
definition on the casefront logo.

Heuer Microtimer
At the start of the millennium this was the
pinnacle of self-timing tech for F1 drivers

ONE TO WATCH

PINION NEUTRONDUCKWORTH PRESTEX CHRONOGRAPH 42 KING SEIKO KSK

When Heuer was in trouble in the early 1980s,
Neil Duckworth took over Heuer Time Limited
in the UK and bought up the firm’s UK stock.
Since then, he’s revived the family watch

business of Prestex and launched the nearest
thing to a modern Camaro, the Chronograph
42. Rather than a 37mm case, the new watch
houses its Miyota 6S21 quartz movement in a
42mm 316L stainless case (hence the name)
and dial, hands and indices get an update.
Superluminova replaces tritium, too. So if
you’d worry about wearing your Camaro
every day, this might fit the bill.
£495, duckworthprestex.co.uk

King Seiko? Think revival, re-creation
and re-issue of some of the firm’s most
interesting mechanical watches from the
1960s. Originally launched in 1965, the new
KSK uses the same angular, straight-edged
38mm case but with an updated movement
– the automatic 6L35, Seiko’s answer to
the ETA2892 (the original watch used a

handwinder). Seiko has replaced the original
stark silver dial with a softer champagne and
swapped the silver hands and indices for gold.
They’re only making 1700 of these and
they’re unlikely to hang around.
£2830, seikoboutique.co.uk

Rather than making a fuss, Piers Berry of
Pinion just gets on with designing and making
lovely watches from his Oxfordshire base.
Piers is the sort of person for whom detail
matters; he’s even designed the Neutron’s dial
typeface. This new watch is reminiscent of the
earlier Atom with its guilloche work and clear
dial, but it’s smaller at 38mm. The hands are
diamond-cut brass with an etched matt central
groove so they’re easier to read. The stainless
case is home to a proper, five position-

regulated ETA 2824-2, which Pinion has been
using since 2013. Definitely one to watch.

£1200, pinionwatches.com

NEW WATCHES
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means beautiful paper and stunning picture
reproduction. None of the plentiful photographs in
this large-format (305x370mm) book is used less
than full-page, and the majority are given a whole
spread. Cleaning-up and enhancing less-than-
optimum originals was apparently a major headache
for the arty people, but the results are incredible.
What’s more, the images have been chosen as

much for their atmosphere as for their ‘car’ content.
So, while there are lots of photographs of Bristols
being worked on or competing, there are also some
hugely evocative images of, for example, sweltering
spectators in promotional Pernod sun-hats. Students
of fashion will have a field day studying these.
If the book has any drawbacks, it’s that it’s almost

too nice to use: it needs to be stored flat to preserve
the spine, and it’s a bit too large to hold comfortably.
Which begs the question: given the very generous
font and image sizes, perhaps the publisher might
offer a smaller-format version at a more comfortable
price? Collectors will still want the original – but
readersmight prefer a more affordable option. MD

The Age of
Combustion

Ford Cars
A Pictorial History

Just 20 quid for the erudite
musings ofOctane’s fabled
columnist and commentator?
Having been persuaded while
at university by the celebrated
architectural historian Nikolaus
Pevsner that ‘it would not be
intellectual slumming to take
cars seriously’, Stephen (years
later, admittedly) started writing
forOctane. This is an edited
selection of his output, wrapped
in tasteful hardcover, looking
back on a dying era, from
Abarth toWankel via JG Ballard,
Zaha Hadid, Michelotti, Picasso
and the Suzuki Jimny. GW

For anyone who has struggled to
differentiate a Zephyr from a
Zephyr Six, or even a Zodiac,
this pint-sized 160-page guide
will prove to be a cracking
resource.There’s what you might
call a certain ‘honesty’ to the
images (clearly all taken at
various car shows), but it’s a
succinct and seemingly very
accurate overview of Ford GB’s
cars from 1945 to 1995. David
Rowe draws from his 30-plus
years working in various Ford
dealerships to detail the various
spec differences between every
model, even down to having a
diagram for the differing
instrument cluster layouts! MH

STEPHEN BAYLEY, Circa Press,
£19.95, ISBN 978 1 911422 13 6

DAVID ROWE, Veloce, £16.99,
ISBN 978 1 787116 42 9

Aero Dynamic – How Bristol Won at Le Mans
SIMON CHARLESWORTH, Butterfield Press, £475, no ISBN (contact butterfieldpress.co.uk)

Have you ever listened to a
Beatles song and thought: if
I’d written that and nothing
else in my whole life, I’d
really feel that I’d achieved
something?
Octane contributor Simon

Charlesworth is no Lennon
orMcCartney but, if I were

him, I’d be feeling pretty damn pleased that my first
ever book had turned out as well as this one. Yes, it’s
expensive – more on that in a moment – but it’s also
a precious jewel of an artefact; one to be treasured
for how it’s made as much as for the content.
The content is also pretty damn good, it has to be

said. Bristol didn’t have a long history at LeMans –
it competed there only in 1953, ’54 and ’55 – but the
middle year of that trilogy was a true high point,
when Bristol 450 racers finished 1-2-3 in the 2.0-litre
class, which earned them a 7-8-9 overall placing.
Sadly, now that the best part of 70 years has

passed, almost no-one is still around with first-hand
recollections of those days, but Charlesworth has
done a fine job of pulling together past quotes from
several sources.The highlight of his research,
however, is a recent interview with team reserve
driver Micky Pople, who was there for the 1954 Le
Mans race. He didn’t get to drive, in the end, but his
recollections of the racing driver culture in the early-
and mid-50s add a great deal of spice. (‘We’d been
thrown out of the Adelphi because somebody had let
off a thunderflash firework in the sitting room…’)
The words are just one element of a book that’s all

about the highest-possible production quality.That

Books
REVIEWED BY OCTANE STAFF AND CONTRIBUTORS
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WRC 50

This year represents a huge
evolution for theWRC, which
will now incorporate hybrid
drivetrains for the first time. It’s a
significant step for the sport’s eco
credentials (all the cars now run
on carbon-neutral e-fuels, too)
but, more interestingly, one that
has also seen power outputs swell
to well in excess of 500bhp –
making this latest generation the
fastest of all time.
Want to know how we got to

this point? McKlein’s sumptuous
320-page hardback is celebrating
the sport’s 50th season the best
way it knows, with a collection
of some of the most
immersive photographs
ever seen in print.
Written byMarkus

Stier, the book follows
theWRC from its debut

in 1973 with the Group 4-era cars
through to those hybrids of today.
There’s a section dedicated to each
rally of the year, with an overview
of the season and results, too.
As epic as some of the car

photos are, it’s actually the shots
of the drivers – either celebrating
a win, or contemplating life after a
crash – that make the biggest
impression. While we’ve seen a
good few of the shots in this book
before, there are plenty that have
never been in print. You could
easily spend all day just drinking
in the atmosphere. MH

MARKUS STIER, McKlein, £44.
ISBN 978 3 947156 42 9

Classic Jaguars
in New Zealand

Granted, an unusual angle for
a big colour book about Jags,
but it’s one way of celebrating
100 years of the marque’s
forerunner, Swallow Sidecars
Ltd – and where else would
you find out that Auckland’s
Shorters Garage sold 692
Jaguars between 1949 and ’58?
They were even built there!The
Antipodes were, in fact, Jaguar’s
second-largest export market
after the USA. So allow the
Kiwis this indulgence: 40 local
cars, from Austin-Swallow
Sports to XJ220, professionally
photographed and respectfully
chronicled. GW

RICHARD WAUGH,
www.paulskilleterbooks.co.uk,
£59, ISBN 978 0 473 58250 0

Ferrari Yearbook

Enzo Ferrari had
produced various
magazines and
yearbooks during
his Alfa Romeo

days, but the first Ferrari
marque yearbook appeared
in 1949. It was published
annually until 1967, and then
there was a gap until 1970
(which was a round-up of the
three years since the last one),
after which there were
sporadic appearances until
the first English-language
yearbook was published in
1989.There’s been one every
year since.
A complete run of Ferrari

yearbooks is one of the most
desirable sets you can own.
They cover road cars as well
as racing, the latter including
sports cars and Formula 1.
Generally they were produced

Various editors and publishers, 1949 to date (but see text)

in softback, other than a few
limited-edition hardbacks
during the 2000s, and a
complete set from 1949
to date is worth between
£25,000 and £40,000.The
1953 issue shown here, for
example, is valued at £1500.
By far the rarest issue is

that from 1950, because a
stock of them in the basement
at Ferrari was burned by a
cleaner who thought they
were rubbish to be disposed
of. A mint copy is worth
£10,000… and it’s only eight
pages long! BenHorton

Rarely are two
books reviewed in a
single slot on these
pages but, since this
pair are by the same
author and in the
same series about

Type 105 Alfas, it seemed perverse not to do so. In
fact, when the first six titles in the series appeared
back in 2018, all six of them were voted joint winners
of Book of theMonth inOctane 185.
The latest additions follow the same format but the

ratio of text to pictures in each book varies. So, Alfa
Romeo Berlina (which focuses on a single design) is
much more picture-heavy than Alfa Romeo Tipo 105
RHD, which covers all the Arese-built
right-hand-drive coupé and saloon variants
of the 105 platform. Both books feature
mirrored text in English and German.
Like the previous books in this series, the

Berlina volume draws almost exclusively on
Alfa’s own archive, which houses a fantastic
collection of period factory and advertising
images.Themajority are crisp black-and-
white shots, but there are a few striking
colour photos, too.

The varied nature of its subject matter means that
Tipo 105 RHD has rather more technical info, but it’s
also a slightly thicker book and it similarly has a
fabulous number of contemporary images. Many of
them feature UK-registered cars – such as the Giulia
Sprint GT snapped at Silverstone during a Foreign
Car Test Day in 1964, below – and, as a result, the
book will have special appeal to UK readers.
Right-hand-drive Alfas were sold in a surprisingly
wide range of overseas territories but the author has
concentrated on cars built in Italy rather than those
that were locally assembled in, for example, South
Africa, which helps explain the UK bias.
Whether you buy only a single book or collect the

whole set, any of them is a lovely thing to own. MD

Alfa Romeo Berlina & Tipo 105 RHD
PATRICK DASSE, Dingwort Verlag, £70 each, ISBN 978 3 87166 096 2 & 978 3 87166 067 2

www.hortonsbooks.co.uk
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VENTOUX SHIRT BY T-LAB
T-lab’s designers draw inspiration from
Mont Ventoux for the second time. It’s
safe to say they’re more enamoured of
the mountain than most Tour de France

riders: five-time Tour winner Eddy Merckx
once claimed that the whole peloton
was afraid of the ‘Beast of Provence’.

£32. t-lab.co.uk

‘MOBY DICK’ SCULPTURE BY JONNY AMBROSE 
On the second day of practice at the 1978 24 Hours of Le Mans, ‘Moby Dick’, Porsche’s long-tailed 935, was driven to the 
paddock on public roads, through slow traffi c. The ill-advised stunt cooked the engine. It was rebuilt, but there wasn’t time 
to run it in, meaning the car named after Herman Melville’s white whale was, ironically, very catchable when race day came. 

Moby Dick could fi nish no better than eighth, but the sight of it hurtling down the Mulsanne Straight at 227mph has never been 
forgotten, and this new 1:12-scale sculpture shows the car in full fl ight. Created by Jonny Ambrose using polished acrylic, 

carbonfi bre and lathed aluminium, it can be ordered in black or white, and just nine pieces in each colour will be made.
From £2790. jonnyambrose.com

PEEL P50 KIT CAR
This year marks the 60th birthday of the P50, which was introduced by engineer

Cyril Cannell at the 1962 Earls Court Cycle and Motor Cycle Show. Cyril’s show ‘car’
was, in fact, an unpowered, glassfibre box on wheels, but rest assured that this modern

kit version of the world’s smallest production car does come with an engine –
your choice of an electric motor or a petrol-powered 125cc four-stroke.

From £7495. p50cars.com
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RAZCAZ BY ANNA-
LOUISE FELSTEAD
Anna-Louise Felstead has been
painting scenes from the Monaco
Grand Prix for years, capturing the
overwhelming busyness of race
weekend and the claustrophobic
nature of the Principality’s street
circuit. Our favourite is this, a
rendering of Rascasse, where
Michael Schumacher memorably
went full-villain during qualifying
in 2006, parking across the exit
of the bend to prevent Fernando
Alonso from knocking him off pole.
Prints from £95. alfelstead.com

DAYS OF THUNDER
BY NEIL COLLINS

Sunlight pierces the Nürburgring’s tree
cover at the 1954 German GP, picking
out Fangio’s MercedesW196 – a now-
iconic car that was amusingly described as
‘gormless-looking’ in a period race report!
Watercolour £450. historiccarart.net

BLOOMINGDALE
JB100 JETBOARD

Alfred Bloomingdale is remembered
for many things, not all of them good,
but we knew him first as the creator of
this brilliantly ridiculous contraption.
The heir to the Bloomingdale’s chain of
shops enjoyed surfing but couldn’t be
bothered to paddle, so he developed a
jet-powered board to make catching a
wave as easy as turning a speed dial.
Just 600-700 examples were made in
the ’60s, and this one remains unused.
$POA. surfboardhoard.com

LEGO TECHNIC
FERRARI DAYTONA SP3
Only marginally less of a project than
the P50 opposite, this 1:8-scale model
is made up of 3778 pieces and features
butterfly doors, a V12 with moving
pistons, and an eight-speed gearbox.

£349.99. lego.com

PUMA RS 2.7 SHOES
Limited-edition trainers seem to have
become an asset class, so these,
inspired by the Porsche 911Carrera
RS 2.7, may well have sold out by the
time you read this. If you can find a pair,
though, they’ll grant you entry to the
Porsche Museum until the end of 2022.

£115. shop.porsche.com



162

Classic model
WORDS AND IMAGE: ANDREW RALSTON

Models
REVIEWS AND PHOTOGR APHY MARK DIXON

LEWIS HAMILTON’S 2021 MERCEDES W12
By Spark Price £157.95 Material Resincast

TheUnion Flag being brandished here by a 1:18 scale
Lewis Hamilton instantly identifies this model as
representing a famous moment at the 2021 British
Grand Prix. Hamilton – after a controversial
coming-together withMax Verstappen that put the
latter out of the race – scored a dramatic victory,
passing race-leader Charles Leclerc in his Ferrari just
three laps from the end. Hamilton then grabbed a

Union Flag and held it aloft as he cruised around the
infield, to the delight of the Silverstone home crowd.
Spark’s intricate model really brings home how

complex the design of a modern F1 car is, showing
every one of theMercedes’ myriad aero tweaks.The
equally intricate livery is just as well replicated, too.
By the way, Verstappen ultimately won the 2021

Drivers’ Championship – with Hamilton second.

Models above are to 1:43 scale and are available from Grand Prix Models, +44 (0)1295 278070, www.grandprixmodels.com

1953 Aston Martin DB3
Spark £64.95

Beautifully detailed and finished model
of the Parnell/Abecassis entry that

came second in the ’53 Sebring 12hrs.

1990 Mercedes 300CE AMG 6.0
Schuco £110.95

A fine model of a slice of pure late-80s
excess, this AMG ‘widebody’ Merc is

also available in white. Very Miami Vice.

1967 Jensen Nova Vignale
Matrix £102.95

A credible proposal for an alternative
Interceptor, Vignale’s brutish show car
has been captured very well by Matrix.

1953 Ferrari 500
Jade Miniatures £192.75

Finished here as Ascari’s 1953 British
GP winner, this handbuilt can also be
had in many other race/driver variants.

1972 Chevron B21
DSN43 £71.95

It’s 3D printed rather than resincast,
but you’d never know: this is a superb
model of a 1972 Paris 1000kms racer.

1985/91 MG Metro 6R4
Ixo £47.95

Great little model of a great little car,
with which Donald Milne and Bob

Wilson won the 1991 Scottish Rally.

SINGER ROADSTER
by Dublo Dinky Toys
The management of Meccano
Limited didn’t lose much sleep
when the Matchbox Series
was launched in 1953. Why
should they, when their factory
in Binns Road, Liverpool, was
selling everything it could
make, and Dinky Toys were
exported all over the world?

But it wasn’t long before
Matchbox was giving Dinky a
run for its money. These little
toys only cost 1s 6d: cheap
enough for a youngster to buy
with his pocket money, or for
dad to pick up in the
newsagents along with his
matches and pipe tobacco.

In December 1957, an
‘entirely new series of Dinky
Toys made to the scale of OO
gauge railways’ appeared
– Dublo Dinky Toys. The
‘Dublo’ bit came, of course,
from the company’s famous
Hornby Dublo railway system,
and the subjects reflected the
kind of vehicles likely to be
seen parked outside railway
stations or working in goods
yards. The first three releases,
therefore, were an Austin
lorry, a Morris pick-up and
a Bedford flat truck.

In March 1958 came a
Commer delivery van, Ford
Prefect 100E and, the most
stylish of the whole range,
a Singer Roadster, which,
though a simple one-piece
casting, stands out because
of its vibrant orange paint and
bright red seats. For 1959
and 1960, Dublo reverted
to the serious business of
railway work such as a Royal
Mail van, the ubiquitous Austin
taxi and a Lansing Bagnall
platform tractor and trailer.

Some Dublos lingered on
in the catalogue for a few
years but there were no new
releases after 1960. These
attractive little models are now
very collectable – but they
didn’t manage to stop the
inexorable rise of Matchbox.

1:18 scale

Classic model
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LEWIS HAMILTON’S 2021 MERCEDES W12
By Spark  Price Spark £157.95  Material Resincast

SINGER ROADSTER
by Dublo Dinky Toys
The management of Meccano 
Limited didn’t lose much sleep 
when the Matchbox Series 
was launched in 1953. Why 
should they, when their factory 
in Binns Road, Liverpool, was 
selling everything it could 
make, and Dinky Toys were 
exported all over the world?

Matchbox was giving Dinky a 
run for its money. These little 
toys only cost 1s 6d: cheap 

1:18 scale
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www.grandprixmodels.com
Tel: 01295 278070 mail@grandprixmodels.com

Auto Union

The culmination of four years of racing and development, Auto Union’s
spectacular V16-powered Type-C carried Bernd Rosemeyer to the

1936 European Grand Prix Championship with three wins.
This magnificent 1:12 high detail resin and metal kit coming soon from
Japanese specialist makers Model Factory Hiro depicts his German GP
mount and will make a fantastic project for the experienced modeler.

Cast in white metal and resin with machined aluminium for the finest parts,
the model has removable panels to reveal the mechanical components and

there are even engine internal details included!

Up for the challenge? £688.75* + £8.95 p&p**
*RRP £725 quote OCTUNION when ordering.

**UK only, overseas postage at cost.



Purveyors of RollingArt

www.blackhawkcollection.com Telephone: 1.925.736.3444

1937 Mercedes-Benz 540K Special Roadster
One-Off Coachwork by Mayfair

2017 Lamborghini Centenario Roadster
1 of 20 Roadsters - 56 miles



www.blackhawkcollection.com Telephone: 1.925.736.3444

Purveyors of RollingArt

1931 Cadillac V16 Roadster
Coachwork by Fleetwood

1931 Bentley 8 Litre Sports Tourer
Coachwork in the style of Vanden Plas by James Pearce



Central London’s Largest Classic Car Showrooms

+44 (0) 20 7937 8487 mail@graemehunt.com
www.graemehunt.com

A selection of our 50+ cars currently for sale

1939 Rolls-Royce Wraith
Experimental car.

1968 Mercedes-Benz 280 SE
Fully restored.

1971 Jenson Interceptor SP
One of the rare early SP.

1940 Bentley Mk V
1 of 7 versions left.

1955 AC Aceca
Immaculate condition.

1965 Jaguar E type
Fully restored.
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BU Y I NG + SELLI NG + A NA LYSIS

€3.4m A6 GCS spearheads Artcurial’s return to the Le Mans Classic

AFTER A PERIOD of four years, Artcurial has
finally been able to return to the Le Mans Classic,
where its auction raised a final figure of €12,313,207,
with 75% of the catalogue sold. At €3,418,000, it
was the 1954 Maserati A6 GCS/53 Fiandri Spyder
(above) that absolutely stole the show.
The ‘barn-find’ Pierre Héron Collection contained

a fascinating selection of pre-war French classics and
garnered some strong local bidding. All the lots were
in need of significant restoration work but found
homes, with a Delahaye 135M Cabriolet by Figoni et
Falaschi selling for a condition-defying €357,600.
At Bonhams’ Festival of Speed auction, a 1937

Frazer Nash-BMW 328 Roadster led the results at
£636,600. The sale raised a total of just over £6.6m
and, while the prices were generally pretty average,
there were plenty of interesting highlights. One
exceptional result came with the sale of a modern
2019 Aston Martin DBS Superleggera that, thanks
to a brief appearance in the Bond movie No Time to
Die, went for £414,000. One of the Spectre Land
Rover Defender SVXs went for £155,250, too.
Bonhams also returned to Gstaad Palace this

month, where the relatively modest 57-car auction
catalogue returned a healthy total of CHF 7.5million.
A 1991 Ferrari F40 made up a significant proportion

TOP 10 PRICES
JUNE 2022

THE MARKET

Maserati tops Le Mans sale

£1,649,000 ($2,025,000)
2015 Porsche 918 Spyder
Weissach Edition
Bring a Trailer, online

22 June

£1,449,500 ($1,820,000)
2014 McLaren P1
Bring a Trailer, online

8 June

£1,013,000 ($1,240,000)
2019 Ford GT Carbon Series

Bring a Trailer, online
23 June

£934,500 ($1,150,000)
1967 Toyota 2000GT
Bring a Trailer, online

27 June

£822,000 ($1,025,000)
2017 Ford GT

RM Sotheby’s, online
1 June

£678,500
2017 Ferrari F12tdf

Silverstone Auctions, Sywell,
UK. 4 June

£636,600
1937 Frazer Nash-BMW 328
Bonhams, Goodwood, UK

24 June

£623,500($762,000)
2021 Ferrari SF90 Stradale
Bring a Trailer, online

19 June

£599,000 ($731,000)
1995 Ferrari F512 M
Bring a Trailer, online

17 June

£588,440
1962 Aston Martin DB4 Series

IV Convertible
Bonhams, Goodwood, UK

24 June

of that, achieving an above-estimate CHF 1,995,000.
The ‘boat-car’ 1958 Alfa Romeo 1900C Super Spring
Barchetta (built by the Swiss arm of Carrosserie Ghia
in Aigle and previewed in Octane 230) achieved a
healthy price of CHF 316,500 on its home turf.
Barrett-Jackson’s Las Vegas sale generated huge

sales of $49.1million. Dave Kinney mentions two
particularly good buys from this auction on the next
page, but leading the sale was a 1970 Plymouth
HEMISuperbird (below),which sold for $1,650,000,
a world record for the model.
As always, there have been plenty of interesting

online results. Car & Classic’s auction platform
moved a 1983 Vauxhall Astra GTE for a record-
breaking £22,250, while Collecting Cars sold another
hot hatch, a 1986 Renault 5 GT Turbo, for £26,000.
Bring a Trailer listed a 2200-mile 1995 Ferrari F512
M with no reserve, which ended at $731,000.
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Glenmarch is the largest free-to-access online
resource for classic and collector car auction markets.
Visit www.glenmarch.com to keep up to date.

AUCTION TRACKER LAMBORGHINI MIURA SV

DeTomaso, a small Italianmanufacturer based inModena, was turned on
its head in 1971 when Ford acquired a 71% stake in the company. At that
point it was best-known for building the Ford-engined Mangusta, which
was followed by the hugely successful Pantera, also with a Ford engine.
With more than 6100 built in only three years, the huge uplift in sales
came from Ford’s large US network of Lincoln-Mercury dealers.
In some ways it was a very odd fit, but in other ways the Lincoln-

Mercury relationship made sense. With a cost new of around $10,000,
Lincoln-Mercury dealers were dealing with a car that wasmore expensive
than a new Lincoln Continental or Mark III, and the doctors, lawyers,
entrepreneurs and others that came into the showroom would have
an opportunity to cross-shop the luxury-performance car from Italy.
A popular story in the early 1970s was of a freshly minted Pantera

owner returning to the dealership on theMonday after a sale, furious that
two sets of golf clubs would not fit inside his new motor. Reliability was
also an issue, even in an era of poor domestic build quality. Although the

Dave Kinney is an auction analyst, an expert on the US
market scene, and publishes the Hagerty Price Guide.

1971 De Tomaso Pantera

CAR OF THE MONTH

DAVE KINNEY’S USA ROUND-UP

The Lamborghini Miura was the
fastest production car of its day,
and the most coveted is the ultimate
Spinto Veloce (SV) incarnation. 150
were produced during 1971-73, with
improved handling, power increased
to a claimed 385bhp, and muscular
rear ’arches housing wider wheels
and tyres. The final 96 also gained
separate lubrication for the engine
and gearbox and are known as
split-sump models.

An ex-Rod Stewart car, chassis
4818, is a good starting point for
highlighting where values have gone
in the past decade after years in the
doldrums. Sold by RM Sotheby’s in
2010 for £700,000, the right-hand-
drive SV returned to the auction
block three years later at Bonhams’
Goodwood Revival sale and fetched
£919,900. By Monterey the
following year the $2million mark
had been breached for the first time

at auction, RM hammering away
a European-spec left-hand-drive
example for $2,090,000
(£1,699,000). Gooding & Co set
the current auction record at its
single-owner Passion of a Lifetime
sale in 2020, where a dry-sump SV
(pictured) smashed the £1,600,000-
2,000,000 estimate, taking
£3,207,000; while subsequent
sales in Europe have brought a
high of ¤2,480,000 (£2,128,000)
for a recently refurbished US-
homologation prototype.
Max Girardo explains just how the

Miura market has evolved in recent
years: ‘The Miura SV has survived
the test of time. It set the supercar
benchmark, it looks fantastic, just
150 were built and its story involves
some of the greatest automotive
names ever to have lived: Gandini,
Dallara, Lamborghini, Bizzarrini.’
But he also has a word of

warning: ‘In terms of what to look out
for, the reality is that these cars were

Every once in a while, a car
escapes the auction arena at a
stupid-good or a stupid-crazy
price. It happens more often than
I think most are aware. At $6820,
this car sold for half (perhaps even
one-third) the market value. It might
not be everyone’s cup of tea but,
at less than you can spend on an
e-bike, this is something you can
use, enjoy and sell at a profit.

There are dozens of reasons not to
buy an older V12 Mercedes – fuel
and potential repair costs among
them. At $29,001, this is a very
clean example, and a fraction of its
price new. It looks great and has a
very good history, as described by
the owner. Under the ‘go big or go
home’ theory of buying a weekend
fun car, a roll of the dice here
seemed like a good option.

Pantera continued in production in various forms until 1993, Ford sold
back its share of the company in late 1973.Many sources would agree that
the Pantera was one of many victims of the 1973 oil crisis.
Though far from perfect, this presentable Pantera was a bit of a bargain

at $69,300. As with most exotics from the era, prices have been rising for
the past few years, and excellent examples have brought twice this result.
It’s a fair call that both the buyer and seller should be happy with.

not especially well-built and have not
aged quite as gracefully as some of
their high-profile former owners. In
today’s market, prospective Miura
buyers face two choices: keep the
car as it is or commission a full
restoration. A quick restoration just
isn’t viable – these cars are too
complicated and, more importantly,
too valuable. Simply put, an SV is
now one of the most valuable road
cars built in the 1970s.’ Rod Laws

Line charts the top prices for comparable cars at auction.

Barrett-Jackson, Las Vegas, Nevada
30 June – 1 July

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

1988 Avanti Sport Convertible
Barrett-Jackson, Las Vegas

2004 Mercedes-Benz SL600
Bring a Trailer, Falmouth, Maine
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peter@bradfieldcars.com www.bradfieldcars.com Tel: 020 7589 8787

KENSINGTON

PETER BRADFIELD LTD

Also available:

Back in the day a short chassis 4½ Litre Bentley was simply one of the best cars money could buy and accordingly they were sought
after by racers, aristos, enthusiasts, and bounders alike.Marque expert Clare Hay sums it up nicely,“the 4½‘Shorties’were the nicest

handlingVintage Bentleys built, combining compact appearance with a high power to weight ratio”.

This one was conceived in 1947 when chassis XF 3515 had its decrepit saloon body removed, was shortened to Le Mans spec and
fitted with an open sports body.The car has a documented history detailing these early days, its 1966 departure for 30 years in the

USA and latterly 10 years in the Channel Islands.

The beautifully proportioned Le Mans body was fitted in 2006 byVBE and shortly after was bought by celebrity enthusiast, Alan
Titchmarsh beginning a 15 year ownership.

It is fair to say that it will not suit a straight lacedmatching number zealot but amore liberalminded driverwill be rewarded by a really
good car with an interesting history at a most attractive price. It has benefitted from extensive mechanical work and recent service by
the highly regarded Mr.Getley and is a delight on the road with light steering, an easy gear-change and high ratio back axle.

1929 Bentley 4½ Litre Short Chassis Le Mans

1934 Invicta SType • 1954 Bentley RType Continental • 1957 Bentley S1 Continental DHC • 1964 Porsche 356SC Coupe

See website for more details
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RM Sotheby’s, Monterey, USA 18 August

WITH A HUGE roll call of significant drivers
– including Juan Manuel Fangio and Phil Hill,
to name just two – this 1955 Ferrari 410 Sport
Spider by Scaglietti is best-known for having
beenCarroll Shelby’s steedduringhis landmark
1956 and 1957 seasons. Chassis 0598 CM was
one of two factory-campaigned ‘big block’ 410
Sports equipped with an F1-inspired high-spec
24-plug 4.9-litre V12 engine.
Developed with the Carrera Panamericana

and Nürburgring 1000km races in mind, plans
for this open-top racer changed after those
events were cancelled in the wake of the Le
Mans tragedy of 1955. It was prepared for the

1956 World Sportscar Championship, with
both cars making their debut at the 1000km
of Buenos Aires in January 1956.
Duringhis timewith the car, Shelbymanaged

eight wins and ten podiumfinishes –more than
he did in any other single vehicle during his
career. At the time, Shelby was driving for the
Southern California-based team principal John
Edgar, who had bought the 410.
Richie Ginther took over the seat midway

through 1957, and took four different top-five
results altogether in Nassau during the Bahamas
SpeedWeek. It saw less action in 1958, although
it almost took a win at theGran Premio deCuba

Shelby’s winning Ferrari

Racing Wonders Gooding & Company, Pebble Beach, USA 19 August

A COMMERCIAL pilot during
the week, William M Wonder
remained a passionate enthusiast
and keen driver at the weekends.
Described as theultimateprivateer
and gentleman racer, Wonder
collected an eclectic mix of cars
over the years, which will be
offered fromhis estate byGooding
&Company at Pebble Beach.
Headlining the collection is a

Ferrari 333 SP, which was the last
sports racing prototype developed
by Ferrari. With a chassis by
Dallara, and a4.0-litreV12derived
from the 1990 Ferrari 641 F1 car’s

– as later used in the roadgoing
F50 – this 1999 car racked up
results including eighth at the 24
Hours of Daytona. Restored in
2004, and having seen little use
since, it’s expected to sell for
$4,500,000-5,500,0000.
As well as the other interesting

competition cars, Wonder also
owned a 1955 Mercedes-Benz
300SL. Although a steel-bodied
car, it was ordered with knock-off
Rudge wheels, sports suspension
and high-po NSL engine: it’s
estimated at $2-2.5million.

goodingco.com

with Masten Gregory behind the wheel. Stirling
Moss eventually won after a red flag.
After its racing career, the 410 was sold by

Edgar to Luigi Chinetti in 1960. It was to be
entered in the 1963 Daytona Continental 3
Hours, but failed to qualify when its crudely
fashioned hardtop slowed it down. It has since
passed between various collectors in the US,
remaining in largely original condition.
What price can you put on such a significant

Ferrari?RMSotheby’s has given a$25-30million
estimate, as it leads what it claims will be its
‘record-breaking’ Monterey auction.We’ll see.

rmsothebys.com



171

AUCTION DIARYQUICK GLANCE

ALSO LOOK OUT FOR…

1938 Type 57C Atalante
Bonhams, Carmel, USA
19 August, bonhams.com

First making its appearance at the 1938 Paris Salon,
this rare supercharged Atalante has spent most of
its life hidden from the public eye. It was carefully
concealed when World War Two broke out, then kept
in a private collection for more than 60 years by the
previous owner. Bought by the vendor in 2014, it has
been mechanically recommissioned, gaining a French
contrôle technique. Estimated to sell for $2.8-3.4m.

1983 Fiat X1/9
Barons, Southampton, UK
29 July, barons-auctions.com

One of the big concerns with X1/9 ownership in the UK
is keeping on top of any rust problems, but with this
recent South African import you should have a fighting
chance. It’s described as being free of corrosion, and it
certainly presents very well in black with the earlier-style
slimmer bumpers. Apparently well-loved since new, it
has been given a new lease of life with a major service
and full repaint. Expected to make £7000-8500.

1948 Bristol 400
Silverstone Auctions, Silverstone, UK
27 August, silverstoneauctions.com

There’s nothing quite like an early Bristol, and this 400
is a great-looking example of the breed. Legendary for
being massively over-engineered, fewer than 500 were
built and it’s thought that more than 150 still survive.
This one was restored to show standard a few years
ago, still looks great, and is described by Silverstone as
a worthy entrant for next year’s Mille Miglia. We’d happily
keep it for gentle Sunday drives. Est: £60,000-80,000.

2012 Lexus LFA
Shannon’s Auctioneers, Melbourne, Australia

2-9 August, shannons.com.au
The last of ten officially imported Lexus LFAs into
Australia, this one-owner, low-kilometre car will be
offered by Shannons in its Winter (in Aus) online
auction. The LFA wasn’t a commercial success when
new, but its Yamaha co-developed V10 is one of the
most phenomenal internal combustion engines ever to
grace a road car. As a result, values are higher than ever,

and this one is estimated at AUD $1-1.3m.

Please confirm details with
auction houses before travelling

23 July
Cheffins, Cambridge, UK

27 July
H&H, Buxton, UK

27-30 July
Mecum, Harrisburg, USA

29 July
Barons, Southampton, UK
SWVA, online, UK

29-30 July
Mathewsons, online, UK
Vicari, Dalton, USA

30-31 July
Richard Edmonds, Showell, UK

2-9 August
Shannons, online, Australia

3 August
Brightwells, online, UK

5 August
Silverstone Auctions,
Broadway, UK

18 August
Broad Arrow Auctions,
Monterey, USA

18-20 August
Mecum, Monterey, USA

RM Sotheby’s, Monterey, USA

19 August
Bonhams, Carmel, USA

19-20 August
Gooding & Company,
Pebble Beach, USA

20 August
Cheffins, Harrogate, UK

20-21 August
Anglia Car Auctions,
King’s Lynn, UK

26 August
Barons, Southampton, UK

26-27 August
Silverstone Auctions,
Silverstone, UK

1-3 September
Worldwide Auctions,
Auburn, USA

3 September
Gooding & Company, London, UK

3-4 September
Silver Auctions, Sun Valley, USA

7-10 September
Mecum, Dallas, USA

8 September
DVCA, online

9 September
RM Sotheby’s, St Moritz,

Switzerland

9-10 September
Matthewsons, online, UK

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Nike Inc reported revenues of
$46.71bn for the past year,
but back in the late 1970s the
company was in dire straits
and, but for the shoes pictured
here, it might well have folded.
Phil Knight and Bill Bowerman

began manufacturing, importing
and selling Nike shoes in 1972,
having previously acted as
distributors for Onitsuka Tiger.
Nike’s early offerings were well-
received but, as sales increased,
so too did the US Government’s
interest in the company. Customs
invoked an obscure 1922 law
stipulating that the import tariff on
a product would be based not on

the cost of the item, but on the
price of the US-made equivalent
– and hit Nike with a backdated
bill for $25m.
Knight suspected that his rivals

had been in the ear of officials but,
whatever had spurred Customs
into action, Nike couldn’t afford to
pay. Knight, though, came up with
a cunning plan: he would produce,
on US soil, ‘dirt-cheap knockoffs’
of his own shoes, and sell them at
just above cost to get the import
tariff reduced. The scheme worked,
and Knight’s ‘The One Line’ brand
existed for just as long as it needed
to in 1980. This rare, unworn pair
of the shoes that saved Nike will

be offered by Heritage Auctions in
Dallas on 20 August. The expected
price for a pair of dirt-cheap
knockoffs? In excess of $50,000.
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£345,000 from Hendon Way Motors, London, UK

IN THE PANTHEON of GT Porsches, there are
few that can get close to a 4.0-litre 997. Consider the
evolution of the top-rung 911s, all the way back to the
RS 2.7 in our cover story, and the 997 is something
of a modern highpoint. These cars still had hydraulic
power steering, the final development of the
legendary Mezger engine and, of course, a manual
gearbox. To many, this is the ultimate 911.
To mark the end of production, a run of 600

4.0-litre models was built. As the name suggests, the
headline change for this version was an increase in
engine capacity from 3.8 to 4.0 litres – which, just
like the original RS 2.7 in its day, was the largest
fitted to any 911 road car. In effect, it borrowed the
crankshaft from the Le Mans-winning RSR; the RS
also had a roll-cage as standard, so this is a car with
some genuine motorsport pedigree.
Therewere plenty of other tweaks over the standard

997 RS, too. The rear wing was revised, and mounted
at a steeper angle. It was also the first time front
bumper winglets made an appearance on a 911. The

front suspension got improved balljoints and there
were secondary helper springs at the rear – another
motorsport trick to help reduce unsprung weight.
This is one of those 600, on offer at Hendon Way

Motors. It’s a left-hand-drive example, which has
covered just over 11,000 miles since it left
Zuffenhausen in 2011. Like most, this one is specced
with the full sat-nav system, and it was also optioned
with the desirable carbon ceramic brakes.
The 4.0 was one of the first 911s to be worth rather

more than list price after the first few years – especially
as Porsche dropped the manual option for its 991
successor. Thankfully Porsche saw sense and later
brought back the three-pedal option, but prices for
the 4.0-litres have always remained high.
With low mileage and an impeccable service

history, this is not only prime Porsche collection
material but is also incredibly usable. Despite the
‘racecar’ looks, this is a superb road car, as well as an
engaging and trustworthy track toy. They won’t make
another quite like this. hendonwaymotors.co.uk

SHOWROOM BRIEFS

2011 Porsche 911 GT3 RS 4.0

1964 BENTLEY S3
CONTINENTAL FHC, £149,950
Previously restored to a high
standard, this isn’t just a
great-looking example with factory
flared ’arches but is apparently a
great driver, too, thanks to its
Harvey Bailey handling kit.
ddclassics.com (UK)

1977 HOLDEN TORANA LX SL
AUD $139,900
Built in the style of the now
mega-expensive A9X, this Torana
hatchback has been a labour of
love for its previous owner. Fitted
with a tuned 430bhp engine and
chassis tweaks to match.
richmonds.com.au (AU)

1957 MERCEDES-BENZ
300SC COUPÉ, $450,000
One of only 98 examples built, the
W188 SC was Mercedes’ flagship
luxury offering. It shared much of
the Gullwing’s engineering, with a
rather different end goal. This one
has a rare factory sunroof, too.
fantasyjunction.com (US)

LANCIA BETA HPE
11,500
Lancia’s HPE has always been
an intriguing concept, and an
affordable way into the world of
shooting brakes. This 1.6 has just
26,500km and looks to be in very
tidy, rust-free condition.
oldtimerfarm.be (BE)



Grand PrixWhite
12,000 Miles

Manual
4.0 L

11,000 Miles on the clock, 4.0 LTR, GrandprixWhite coachwork, black
with red sports bucket seats, red seat belts and racing harnesses,
Porsche stability management system, Porsche active suspension
module, Porsche communication module PCM-3, touch screen
satellite navigation, telephone, chrono pack, sports exhausts,

19” GEN 2 II 997 GT3 alloys, and a full Porsche Service History.

For Collectors of Modern Art,
experts in Ferrari, Porsche, Jaguar and AC Cobra

W: hendonwaymotors.com T: +44(0)20 8202 8011

2011 PORSCHE 997 GT3 RS 4.0 L

Download App

For more info
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Want a great, often overlooked off-roading legend? Look no further

EVEN THOUGH THE name draws obvious Land
Rover parallels, Toyota’s legendary off-roader has
trodden its own path since it was spawned as a parts-
bin Jeep substitute in 1951. Japan needed a hardy
military vehicle, and that’s exactly what the original
Land Cruiser was all about. As time went on, though,
the concept evolved, and by the 1990s it was a real
world-beater – enough to make it a classic, though
one that remains a somewhat overlooked gem.
Offering luxury and refinement as well as rugged

off-road ability and legendary reliability, the J80-
generation car was the first Land Cruiser genuinely
to step on the toes of the upmarket Range Rover. The
J80 was launched in 1989 as Toyota’s flagship off-
roader. While the sturdy and dependable nature of
older Land Cruisers had won over global buyers, the
US and European markets were starting to demand
much more refinement and on-road ability.
Although it was still underpinned by a pair of beam

axles (later available with locking diffs), those axles
were suspended by coil springs, Panhard rods and
anti-roll bars.With the right tyres it could be a serious
bit of kit in the muddy stuff, yet at a stroke it was also
far more capable than its predecessors on the road.
It was launched with a 4.0-litre naturally aspirated
straight-six petrol engine, the 156bhp 3F-E. There
was a pair of direct-injection diesels, too, based on a
single-cam 4.2-litre that was either naturally aspirated
or turbocharged. A five-speed manual transmission
was standard, with the option of a four-speed
automatic for the more powerful engine variants.

The J80 was a real looker. Honed in the wind
tunnel, it was built only in a five-door bodystyle.
Some models were offered with a set of wide
wheelarch extensions and the provision for larger off-
roadwheels and tyres.The interior represented a huge
leap forward, with lots of leather and a carefully laid-
out dashboard: much more upmarket than before.
In 1993 came a new 4.5-litre, 24v petrol engine –

the 1FZ-FE – as well as larger brakes. From 1995 the
Land Cruiser was sold in the US and Canada as the
Lexus LX 450. As well as having slightly softer
suspension it offered a much more luxurious interior,
fitted with even more tech.
The J80 was superseded in most markets by the

J100 in 1998, although the older model remained in
production until 2007 in Venezuela. The J100 gained
a V8 engine for the first time, and made the switch
to an independent front suspension set-up.
The company’s exceptional ability to engineer a

well-built, reliable go-anywhere car ultimately ended
Land Rover’s reign of global domination in the
utilitarian 4x4 market. Despite the Land Cruiser’s
reputation for reliability – or perhaps because of it –
very few Land Cruisers actually remain in low-
mileage, mint condition. Most have been used as they
were intended to be, which makes the sight of a clean,
original example quite a rarity today.
That said, the J80 remains one of the most capable

off-roaders ever built. Simply make sure yours is in
good mechanical shape, look after the underside, and
enjoy for many years ahead. MatthewHayward

THE LOWDOWNToyota Land Cruiser (J80)
WHAT TO PAY
This very much depends on
your requirements. £10,000-
15,000 is your hunting ground
for tidy, unmodified examples.
Something a little rougher but
in solid condition will start
from about £6500. Expect
high miles and some off-road
enhancements.

WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR
A reputation for reliability can
sometimes lead to a lack of
regular maintenance, so
ensure there is proof of
regular servicing. Many will
have covered upwards of
200,000 miles, which is
no worry for any of them.
Engines and drivetrains

are incredibly tough although,
generally speaking, the later
the vehicle, the stronger it will
be. Be aware that, although
parts rarely wear out, they can
be very expensive to replace.
Locking differentials were

an option from 1993, but
many have been upgraded
with them. A must if you plan
on doing serious off-roading.
As with any car of this

nature, check for underbody
damage, as well as the
general condition of the
chassis. Rust can take hold.





2008 FERRARI 430 SCUDERIA LHD

£142,950

2006 FERRARI 575 SUPERAMERICA

POA

1991 Porsche 964 Carrera RS

£175,000

BELL SPORT & CLASSIC
RESTORATION | SALES | SERVICE

+44 (0) 1582 857 940
www.bellsportandclassic.co.uk

2003 FERRARI 360 CHALLENGE
STRADALE

£187,950

1960 ASTON MARTIN DB4

£425,000
2002 PORSCHE 996 GT2 CLUBSPORT

£174,950

1999 FERRARI F355 GTS F1

£94,950
2014 FERRARI 458 SPECIALE LHD

£249,950

2013 McLaren P1

£1,395,000



1950 JAGUAR XK120 COMPETITION ROADSTER ‘LOB 908’
HUGE PERIOD RACE HISTORY & HIGHLY ELIGIBLE

Delivered new to well-known racer GeoffMansell, LOB 908 began its competition life in trials and rallying but soonmoved onto hill climbing and circuit racing. From
1951-‘56 Mansell competed in ‘LOB’ all over the UK, including Prescott, Silverstone, Shelsley Walsh and Castle Combe, until it was acquired by Jaguar dealer and ace
driver Robin Sturgess. He would upgrade the car greatly, running competitively at the likes of Brands Hatch, Aintree and Silverstone. Next up was GrahamWilliams,
who again campaigned the car, even using it as his honeymoon car! LOB eventually found its way to France, before being repatriated in the mid-2000s. Since then
it has been expertly race-prepared and has successfully competed at the Silverstone Classic, Algarve Historic Festival, and the fabulous Mille Miglia twice. All the
mechanicals, suspension and wiring are to current FIA specification and the car comes with a detachable roll hoop, aero-screens, FIA HTP papers and a fabulous
history file. Furthermore, it comes with the correctly numbered early engine block which matches the factory build sheet and its original registration. An excellent

opportunity to acquire a highly eligible period competition roadster that can be enjoyed on the road, Mille Miglia, Goodwood or Le Mans Classic alike.

Download App

For more info





The leading specialist in sourcing the rare and unobtainable
We are always looking to buy interesting cars

+44 (0) 1772 613 114 | sales@williamloughran.co.uk | www.williamloughran.co.uk

2014 LaFerrari
ROSSO CORSA WITH RED LEATHER INTERIOR

European supplied, UK registered, matt black alloys, front suspension lifter, large size seats, carbon
fibre outer mirrors, cavallino stitched on headrests and a 2-year extended warranty

1,061 MILES







Unique aerodynamic package for Le Mans 2012
Henri Pescarolo's know-how in LMP1
Fully restored – New Judd engine
A car to win in Masters Endurance Legends

PESCAROLO
2012

01 OAK LMP1

www.ascottcollection.com
Xavier Micheron
Phone: + 33 (0) 9 67 33 48 43
Mobile: + 33 (0) 6 17 49 42 50

Email: cars@ascottcollection.com
Paris - France

SCAN MESCAN ME



TA L A C R E S T
the world’s number one classic ferrari dealer

WWW. TA L A C R E S T . C O M
+44 ( 0 ) 1344 308178 | +44 ( 0 ) 7860 589855 | j o hn@ta l a c re s t . c om

1958 FERRARI 250 GT
CABRIOLET SERIES I

1972 FERRARI 365 GTB 4 SPYDER
Autokraft CONVERSION

A selection of other classic ferraris FOR SALE

1965 FERRARI 275 GTS 1959 FERRARI 250 GT CABRIOLET SERIES 2 1966 FERRARI 330 GTC



Nicholas Mee & Co Ltd, Essendonbury Farm, Hatfield Park Estate, Hertfordshire, AL9 6AF
0208 741 8822 info@nicholasmee.co.uk nicholasmee.co.uk

CAR SALES & PURCHASES • SERVICING & MAINTENANCE • RESTORATION • PARTS & MERCHANDISE
TRIM & UPHOLSTERY • TRANSPORTATION & STORAGE

Sign up for our monthly newsletter at www.nicholasmee.co.uk/about-us/fullbore-e-magazine/

1962 ASTON MARTIN DB4 SERIES 4 VANTAGE £POA
‘Born again’, best describes this astonishing DB4 Series 4 Vantage. Totally restored to ‘as new’ standards by Aston Martin,
after spending 45 years off the road before being submitted to Aston Martin for total restoration in 2017. Finished in
period popular Dubonnet with Black hides and fitted with the rare Vantage engine option. Just 45 examples of the Series
4 Vantage were manufactured in total, of which 29 are in Right Hand Drive. A manufacturer’s ‘Assured Provenance’
certificate and reference book, issued on completion of the restoration is included in the sale. This exceptional motor car
is available for viewing now at our Hertfordshire showrooms.

1966 Aston Martin DB5 Vantage
Shooting Brake
£1,350,000

1971 Aston Martin DBR2 Recreation
£495,000

1968 Aston Martin DB6 Volante
£695,000

1989 AstonMartin V8 Vantage Volante ‘PoW’
£549,950

1964 Aston Martin DB5
£695,000

2017 Aston Martin Vanquish Zagato
£395,000



Porsche 911 3.2 Targa SSE, 1986
Grand Prix White with Grey-Green Leather

31,200 miles, 5-Speed Manual,
Porsche Classic Sat Nav Radio.

Ferrari 328 GTS, LHD, 1989
Rosso Corsa with Black Leather,

19,960 miles, non ABS, recent full service and
belt change.

Lancia Aurelia Spider B24, 1955
Red with Tan Interior
1 of 59 cars produced
Mille Miglia eligible.

BMW M3 (E46) Convertible, 2003
Carbon Black with Cinnamon Nappa Leather,
Only 7,900 miles, 1 Owner from New, 6-Speed

Manual, Professional Navigation.

Ferrari 512 BB RHD, 1980
Rosso Chiaro with Beige Leather, Zender Body
Kit, A/C, Recent recommisioning, including belt

change.

Mercedes 280SE 3.5 Cabriolet, 1971
Horizon Blue with Dark Blue Hide

56,000 miles, LHD, Floorshift, Becker Europa
Radio, A/C.

Ferrari 365 GTB/4 Daytona, 1973
Pino Verde Metallic with Tan Hide, 32,200 miles, PAS, converted in period.

Ali Khawaja: 07544 911 911 Jonathan Ostroff: 07522 911 911

Over 85 classic cars in stock, visit:

hexagonclassics.com

0203 714 8377
Hexagon Classics, London, N2 0NL

Download App

For more info



PARAGON GB LTD FIVE ASHES EAST SUSSEX TN20 6HY

We have superb in-house workshop and preparation facilities. Each car is supplied fully serviced with a newMOT and our
12-month/unlimitedmileage comprehensive parts and labour warranty. Seemore of our current stock at paragongb.com

01825 830424 sales@paragongb.com www.paragongb.com

911 Turbo S (997)

Carrara White • Black Leather Adaptive
Sports Seats • PDKGearbox • 19” Centre
Lock Wheels • Porsche Ceramic
CompositeBrakes • Sport Chrono
29,893 miles • 2010 (60)

£82,995

911 Turbo (993)

Arena Red • Black Leather Sports Seats
18” Turbo Wheels • Electric Sunroof
Full Leather Interior • Air Conditioning
Previously Sold & Serviced by Paragon
62,139 miles • 1996 (P)

£154,995

911 Carrera Speedster

Silver Metallic • Velvet Red Leather
Seats • 16” Fuchs Wheels • One of just
64 UK Cars • Porsche Certificate of
Authenticity • Previously Sold & Serviced
by Paragon • 29,896 miles • 1989 (G)

£184,995

911 Carrera 2 S (992)

Guards Red • Black Leather Sports
Seats • PDK Gearbox • 20/21” Carrera
S Wheels • Touchscreen Satellite
Navigation • Switchable Sports Exhaust
Sport Chrono • 7,605 miles • 2019 (69)

£102,995

911 Turbo S (997)

Carrara White • Black Leather Sports
Seats • PDK Gearbox • 19” Centre Lock
Wheels • Porsche Ceramic Composite
Brakes • Previously Sold & Serviced
by Paragon • 39,721 miles • 2011 (11)

£79,995

911 GT2 (996)

Polar Silver • Black Leather Sports Seats
18” GT2 Wheels • Porsche Ceramic
Composite Brakes • Carbon Interior
Package • Previously Sold & Serviced
by Paragon • 21,836 miles • 2003 (03)

£134,995

911 Turbo S (991)

Jet Black Metallic • Black Leather Sports
Seats • PDK Gearbox • 20” Turbo
Centre Lock Wheels • Porsche Ceramic
Composite Brakes • Glass Electric
Sunroof • 5,747 miles • 2016 (66)

£127,995

911 Carrera 2 GTS (991)

Guards Red • Black Half-Leather
Bucket Seats • Manual Gearbox
20” Centre Lock Wheels • Sport
Chrono • Previously Sold & Serviced
by Paragon • 6,939 miles • 2015 (65)

£92,995

911 Carrera 2 GTS (997)

Platinum Silver • Black Half-Leather
Sports Seats • PDK Gearbox • 19”
Centre Lock Wheels • Touchscreen
Satellite Navigation • Sport Chrono
19,923 miles • 2011 (11)

£69,995

911 Carrera 2 S (991)

Guards Red • Black Leather Sports
Seats • PDK Gearbox • 20” Black
Carrera S Wheels • Switchable Sports
Exhaust • Sport Chrono • 41,637 miles
2012 (12)

£59,995

911 Carrera 4 S (997)

Meteor Grey • Black Leather Sports
Seats • PDK Gearbox • 19” Turbo
Wheels • Sports Exhaust • Previously
Sold & Serviced by Paragon • 72,325
miles • 2010 (59)

£46,995

911 Carrera 2 (997)

Seal Grey • Dark Blue Leather Seats
Manual Gearbox • 18” Carrera II
Wheels • Satellite Navigation • Rear
Parking Sensors • Porsche Sound
Pack • 60,455 miles • 2005 (55)

£32,995



BRIAN CLASSIC & CO.
SPECIALISTS IN FINE CARS

sales@brianclassiccars.com
+44 (0)1565 830423

BRIAN CLASSIC & CO.
SPECIALISTS IN FINE CARS

1929 Alfa Romeo 6C 1750SS Supercharged
Original ‘Threesome’ coachwork by James Young

An outstanding choice of world class event 
eligible cars - ideal Mille Miglia entries

1950 Frazer Nash Le Mans Replica
The 1950 Turin Motor Show car



BUYING OR SELLING LAMBORGHINI MOTORCARS
T +44 01580 714 597T E sales@vvsuk.co.ukk W www.vvsuk.co.ukW

(Viewing by appointment only(Viewing by appointment only( )y)y Address: VVS UK LTD PARK FARM, GOUDHURST ROAD, CRANBROOK, KENT, TN17 2LJ
www.lamborghinibuyer.com Additional Websites: www.justlamborghini.com

Aston Martin V12 Speedster
DBR1 specification package including the special
optioned paint, White roundels and Silver grille as
well as matching racing helmets for both the driver

and passenger. 300miles. £1,200,000

Porsche 992 Turbo S
Heated and ventilated front seats, Heated muli
functional GT sports steering wheel in race

tex, Electric slide and tilt sunroof. 2,200 Miles.
£219,990

Ferrari 812 Superfast
Carbon fibre front spoiler, Carbon fibre mirror

casings, Carbon fibre centre caps, Carbon fibre
door handles, Carbon fibre fuel cap. 10,750 miles.

£254,990

Ferrari FF V12
Carbon fibre drivers zone with LED’s, Carbon

fibre shift paddles, Carbon fibre airvents, Carbon
dash inserts, Carbon fibre central bridge.

26,000 miles. £108,990

Mercedes AMG GT V8 BITURBO
Fully electric & heated front seat, Drivers

memory package for seat; steering column and
mirrors, Heated head scarfs, Red seatbelts.

11,000 miles. £79,990

Porsche Taycan Sport Turismo Turbo S
Carbon sports design package, Porsche logo

LED door courtesy lights, 21 Inch Taycan
exclusive alloys, Fixed panoramic roof.

1,500 miles. £189,990 inc VAT

Mclaren 600LT Coupe
Carbon fibre exterior packs 1 2 and 3, MSO

Carbon fibre roof, Carbon fibre interior package,
Carbon fibre and alcantara steering wheel with

orange 12 o’clock marker. 25,000 Miles. £146,990

Porsche 911 996 GT3
This car comes equipped with Bucket seats with
Porsche logos, Porsche CD player and radio,
Climate control, Air conditioning, Steel brakes
with Red brake callipers. 6,400 Miles. £99,990

Aston Martin Vanquish V12
Bang and Olufsen surround sound system,
Carbon fibre centre console, Fully electric
memory seats, Perforated leather steering

wheel. 28,500 Miles. £82,990

McLaren 650S V8 SSG
Stealth pack, Carbon ceramic brakes, Carbon
Fibre interior package, Carbon fibre side intake,
Carbon fibre door skirt, Carbon fibre air brake.

12,800 Miles. £104,990

Lamborghini Urus V8
This example is specified with Body colour styling
package, Park assist package, Head up display,
Sensonum premium sound system, DAB radio.

11,000 miles. £241,990

Lamborghini Aventador S LP740-4
Park assist with rear view camera, Fully electric

heated seats, Transparent engine cover,
Sensonum premium sound, Dab radio.

11,000 miles. £239,990

Lamborghini Murcielago Coupe
Branding package, Hercules alloy wheels,
LP640 LED rear light upgrade, Manual
transmission, Tubi exhaust system.

25,000 miles. £174,990

Lamborghini Huracan LP610-4 Spyder
Fully electric and heated seats, Electric folding

mirrors, Piano black interior trims, Multi functional
steering wheel, Lifting system, Branding package.

5,900 Miles. £172,990

Porsche 718 Cayman GT
Carbon fibre bucket seats, Sports chrono

package, Cruise control, LED main headlights
with Porsche dynamic light system plus, Bose
surround sound system. 550 Miles. £104,990



ALFA ROMEO 6C 2300 B
Worblaufen „Show Sisters“ Geneva Motor Show 1938

OFFERED BY LUTZIGER CLASSIC CARS COLLECTION

T +41 56 631 10 00 I info@lutziger-classiccars.ch I Industriestrasse 48 I 8962 Bergdietikon I Switzerland

Lungo Pescara

Abarth 1000 Bialbero Ex-Cunningham
1961, white/black

Alfa Romeo 6C 1750 GS Zagato
1931, red/black

Aston Martin DB2 Vantage
1953, black/green

Aston Martin DB6 Vantage
1966, grey/black

Bizzarrini GT Strada 5300
1968 black/brown Chassis-Nr. *290*

Porsche 911 Carrera RS 2.7
1973 white/black

Porsche 911 Carrera RSR 3.0
1974 white ex.Trabal orig. 7’250 km!

Ferrari 512 BB
1982, red/black

Jaguar XK120 SE Lightweight Competition
1953, aluminium body, blue/red

Lamborghini 350 GT
1965, silver/black

Maserati 3500 GT Vignale Spider
1962, silver/black

Mercedes-Benz 300 SL Roadster
1958 white/red

www.lutziger-classiccars.ch



Int T 0044 (0) 79 85 98 80 70
sales@charlesprinceclassiccars.com

CHARLESPRINCE
Worldwide Collector Car Sales

Please visit our website for more details, photos and videos.
Cars can be seen tried and tested in London or Petersfield in Hampshire.

Worldwide shipping arranged.

charlesprinceclassiccars.com

A small selection from our current inventory of outstanding motorcars

1965 Lancia Flaminia 2800 3C SuperSport Zagato.
A superb example of one of the most stylish GT cars
from the 1960’s

1929 Bentley 4.5 Litre Le Mans
Totally restored to the highest standard

Download App

For more info



AC Heritage · International Broker of Historic & Classic Motorcars · Brooklands Motor Circuit, Surrey, UK
Telephone +44(0)1932 828545 · Mobile +44(0)7860 912217 · www.acheritage.com

1960 AC Greyhound
One owner from new, original factory specification. Matching numbers Bristol
100D2 engine with o/d gearbox. Survivor condition with lovely patina. POA

1924 AC Royal
A unique opportunity to acquire a complete vintage AC Royal requiring
recommissioning. POA

1959 AC Aceca Bristol
Left Hand Drive, 3 owners from new, original condition, full mechanical
overhaul, comprehensive history throughout. Current US title. £120,000

1962 AC 2.6 Ruddspeed Ace
One of only 36 factory-built examples, matching numbers, full weather gear, recently recommissioned by the AC Heritage Works. £379,995

1961 AC Aceca Bristol
One of the very last AC Aceca Bristol's produced, has been in single ownership
for the past 40 years. Fully restored in the 2000s. POA

A C H E R I T A G E

MAG
A Z I N

E

W I N N E R S O F

A W A R D2017
‘SPECIALIST OF THE YEAR’



REDL INE ENG INEER ING UK

Tel: 01932 875435 Email: info@redlinepe.co.uk Web: www.redlinepe.co.uk
SALES | RESTORATION |MECHANICAL REPAIRS | SERVICING

AC COBRAMKIII 427 CONTINUATION - £315,000
Ex race AC Cobra MkIII 427, fresh HTP valid to 31/12/2030, Le-mans hardtop, correct side oiler 427 engine / 4 speed

gearbox, extensive restoration by Redline Engineering UK.

AC CRS - £78,000
Giallo Fly / Grey Interior, 5.0 ltr V8 engine / manual gearbox, 4 owners. Ex London Motor show in 1999 with AC Cars.

AC COBRAMKIV - £135,000
Cobalt Blue / Grey leather interior, 8,890 miles, exceptional condition throughout, Ford SVO V8 engine, manual gearbox, the very last MkIV to be built

by AC Cars.



@polsonmotorco

Landline: +44 (0) 1440 841 447

Mobile: +44 (0) 7493 897 975

Landline: +44 (0) 1440 841 447

Mobile: +44 (0) 7493 897 975
www.polsonmotorco.comwww.polsonmotorco.com

john@polsonmotorco.comjohn@polsonmotorco.com

@polsonmotorco

1934 MG ND Magnette

Also available: 1935 Talbot BI105 Speed Tourer. Please see website for more details.

The ex-Stirling Moss, Goodwood and Monaco eligible
1953 Cooper-Alta Grand Prix

1935 Talbot BA110 Drophead Coupé Coachwork by James Young
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SPEEDMASTER SPECIALIST IN HISTORIC AUTOMOBILES
Tel: +44 (0)1937 220 360 or +44 (0)7768 800 773

info@speedmastercars.com www.speedmastercars.com

The Ex- Ronnie Peterson 1976 Italian Grand Prix Winning March 761
Driven to Victory at the 1976 Italian Grand Prix by Ronnie Peterson, this would be March’s last GP Victory. Starting eighth,
Peterson was fourth by the end of the first lap and picked off Jacques Laffite’s Ligier and the six-wheeled Tyrrells of Patrick
Depailler and Jody Scheckter to lead after 11.

Depailler pressured him for more than 30 laps, until a misfire set in, and Ferrari’s Clay Regazzoni and a resurgent Laffite
mounted a late charge – but Peterson was this time on the right side of a tight Monza finish, winning by just over 2 seconds.

Offered for sale from a prominent collection, the car has been maintained to the highest standards and is also eligible for the
World’s most iconic motorsport events such as Monaco Historic Grand Prix.

Download App

For more info

+44 (0)1234 240024 | info@ecuriebertelli.com | ecuriebertelli.com | 53 Stilebrook Road, Olney, MK46 5EA, UK

RACE & RALLY

• Event preparation
• On-event support
• Bespoke driving activities

SERVICE & RESTORATION

• Inspection & servicing
• Conservation
• Restoration

SALES & ACQUISITION

• Buying
• Selling
• Research & documentation

ENGINE SHOP & DYNO

• Engine rebuilds
• New engine build
• Dyno testing

ECURIE BERTELLI IS A TRUE ONE-STOP-SHOP FOR PRE-WAR ASTON-MARTIN
ENTHUSIASTSWHOWISH TO FULLY ENJOY THEIR TENUREWITH THE CARS
IN THEIR CARE, OR PURCHASE A PRECIOUS PIECE OF HISTORY.
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CHRISTOPH GROHE S.A. I 10 ROUTE D’ALLAMAN I 1173 FECHY I SWITZERLAND

T +41 21 807 35 65WWW.CHRISTOPHGROHE.COM

ALFA-ROMEO 6C2500 Sport, 1950
Berlina Freccia-d’Oro

ALFA-ROMEO Giulietta Berlina TI, 1959
ALVIS TD21 Graber Super Coupé, 1961
FIAT 1400 Bertone Cabriolet, 1950
HISPANO-SUIZA H6B Coach Toutalu, 1926
LANCIA Flaminia Sport Zagato 2,5 3C, 1963

ALFA-ROMEO 6C2500 Super Sport, 1949
Cabriolet Pininfarina

LANCIA Lambda Berlina, Serie 8, 1929
LINCOLN Continental V12 Cabriolet, 1947
PANHARD-LEVASSOR X56, 20CV Sport, 1930
RENAULT Type DU, Torpedo, 1913
ROLLS-ROYCE Phantom II Coupé de Ville, 1932
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Royston’s Automotive
Classic Evolution (RACE)

roystonsclassic.co.uk

If you’re looking to purchase a
superlative SLK – look no further!
A 20 year old car that has been
fastidiously maintained by it prior
owner & is literally as it came from
the factory – but, just has to be seen!
– Never driven in Winter – ULEZ
compliant- 27k miles – retractable
hard top - new MOT – as NEW!

Call Andy or Roy - 07710 402980 or 07771622281£11,450

WINSPEED MOTORSPORT LTD.

enquiries@winspeedmotorsport.com www.winspeedmotorsport.com
Tel: 01483 537 706 Mobile: 07831 164 460

1964 Jaguar E-Type Series 1 3.8 Coupe.
Opalescent Dark Blue with immaculate Grey trim. A fully  estored, immaculate,
example driving and presenting beautifully. 5-Speed gearbox. WinSpeed maintained

inc. fast road head. £148,500.00

1992 JAGUAR XJS 4.0 COUPE. MANUAL

Kingfisher Blue with Biscuit leather interior

trim. Substantial £45,000.00 KWE  estoration.

 are 5-speed manual. Immaculate. Amongst the

best currently available. Fully documented KWE

restoration on file.

1969 Jaguar E-Type Series 2 Coupe

UK  HD example in Silver with Black trim. 5-Speed

Gearbox, Sports exhaust. Excellent, robust, regular

driver with good History file.

….Knowledge, experience & expertise from The  inSpeed Family….

Jaguar C-Type Replica by Suffolk.
3.4 with manual/Overdrive gearbox. Live axle. 16” wheels. Originally owned by

Roger Williams of Suffolk.
Torsion bar front suspension. Excellent build quality.

£79,500.00

1953 Jaguar XK120 SE DHC.
Black with Biscuit trim. LHD. Matching Numbers.
Borrani 16” wheels. An excellent, well owned,
example maintained by WinSpeed since 2016.
First owner: Bao Dai – last emperor of
Vietnam! £110,000.00

£69,950.00

£19,995.00

BEACHAM JAGUAR Mk2 AJ6 4.0 Litre
Desirable & rare bespoke build by Beacham of
New Zealand. Opalescent Dark Blue. Modernised.
Biscuit trim interior. AJ6 4.0 engine with `J` gate.
Automatic gearbox. Electric seats. C/locking.
Air Conditioning. Thoroughly usable & very
Distinctive!! £69,500.00

1992 JAGUAR XJS 4.0 COUPE. MANUAL

Kingfisher Blue with Biscuit leather interior

trim. Substantial £45,000.00 KWE  estoration.

 are 5-speed manual. Immaculate. Amongst the

best currently available. Fully documented KWE

restoration on file. £24,995.00

Jaguar C-Type Replica by Suffolk
3.4 Litre. Manual/Overdrive. Live axle. 16”
wheels.Torsion bar front suspension. Excellent
build quality.Cream with Burgundy trim and
wheels. Originally owned by Roger Williams
of Suffolk. £79,500.00

1962 Jaguar E-Type Flat Floor Roadster
Opalescent Dark Blue with Grey trim (original Factory spec).

Matching Numbers UK Right Hand Drive. Chassis No.: 850305
Excellent historic restoration. From private collection. Maintained by WinSpeed

£168,500.00

£19,995.00

£98,500.00

SOLD
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C O P L E Y
M O T O R C A R SCM

Copley Motorcars, 37 Chestnut Street, Needham, Massachusetts 02492 USA
Tel. 781-444-4646 | e-mail: copleycars@gmail.com

www.copleymotorcars.com

SPORTS AND CLASSICS SINCE 1995

www.rtcc.co.uk or call 0118 983 1200

1970 Lancia Fulvia 1.6HF Fanalone.
We are delighted to offer this outstanding example - previously sold
by us to the current owner in 2017, and in excellent mechanical order,
the car has returned to us in gorgeous condition, having undergone
considerable recent expenditure, and she is ready for immediate use.
One of only 1,258 cars built between 1969 and 1970 she is eligible for
all manner of historic events, and is fitted with a full roll cage and group
4 spec engine. Please call Richard for full details on this iconic Fulvia.
£77,500.

Tel: 0118 983 1200 | Email: Richard-thornertcc.co.uk | www.rtcc.co.uk
The Courtyard Garage, James Lane, Grazeley Green, Reading, Berkshire RG7 1NB

Many more ready to go race cars in stock please visit the website
www.rtcc.co.uk

Race prep and support for many UK and European historic race meetings available.

1965 XKE SERIES 1 4.2L ROADSTER | VIN: 1E10570

1967 XKE SERIES 1¼ 4.2L ROADSTER | VIN: 1E15366

1968 XKE SERIES 1.5 4.2L ROADSTER | VIN: 1E16622

1967 XKE SERIES 1 4.2L COUPE | VIN: 1E32876

 1961 XKE SERIES 1 3.8L ROADSTER | VIN: 875781

from classicshowcase.com
E-TYPES NOW AVAILABLE
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AS Motorsport ltd

Poplar Farm, Bressingham, Diss, Norfolk, IP22 2AP
Tel: 01379688356 •Mob: 07909531816
Web: www.asmotorsport.co.uk
Email: info@asmotorsport.co.uk

ASM hand build bespoke versions of the R1 roadster, inspired by theAstonMartin
race cars that won LeMans and the world Sportscar championship in 1959.

Contact us for details of commission builds and stock.

Michael Wise Cars

Tel: 07836 622 234

Email: info@michaelwisecars.co.uk

Web: www.michaelwisecars.co.uk

E type S1 3.8lt
‘Flat Floor’ coupe 1961 LHD

Matching number and original colours,

ground up restoration 800mls ago.

Simply stunning throughout

£129,995
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Specializing in Vintage Sports,Specializing in Vintage Sports, 
Racing and GT Cars since 1979

www.MotorCrClassiCCorp.CoM
350 ADAMS STREET, BEDFORD HILLS NEW YORK 10507

914-997-9133 • SALES@MOTORCLASSICCORP.COM

WE WILL BUY AND CONSIGN ALL FERRARI AND ALL VINTAGE
SPORTS RACING & GT CARS • FINANCING AVAILABLE

1951 Ferrari 212 Inter:
Mille Miglia -1952, 1954. Fully sorted.

1969 Lola T163-17:
Ex Penske/Donohue. Alloy-inj Chevy.

1960 Mercedes Benz 190SL:
Matching numbers. Concours quality.

1951 Jaguar XK120:
Outstanding mech & cosmetic condition.

1980 Ferrari GTSi: Outstanding
cosmetic & mechanical condition.

1958 AC Aceca: Superbly restored.
Matching numbers.

1958 MGA Twin Cam: Frame-up
restoration. Iconic sports car.

1985 COBRA Autokraft MK IV:
Continuing Shelby’s legacy; 12k miles.

2006 Ferrari F430:
11k miles, stick-shift, flawless.

Download App

For more info

1956 
AUSTIN-HEALEY
100M

• National Gold Winner
• Numbers Matching
• 1 of 640 Produced

NOW AVAILABLE

WWW.KWATTSANDCO.COM
919.454.7155
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SYDNEY AUSTRALIA

BAYS 3&4 50-64 PACIFIC HIGHWAY NORTH SYDNEY AUSTRALIA T +61.2.9922 2036 F +61.2.9922 4594

1959 Alfa Romeo Giulietta Sprint - very original, incredible history

1968Mercedes-Benz 280 SL - superb example, AUS delivered, air con

1970 Alfa Romeo 1750 GTV - fully restored, Grigio Medio, Red leather

1990 Aston Martin Virage - superb condition, 5 speed ZF manual

1956 Volkswagen Beetle “Oval” - “Cal-Look”, 2.3 litre, 180 bhp engine 1968 Lancia Fulvia Sport Zagato - AUS del. RHD, one of only 1800 cars

1987 Porsche 924S –
Private sale

The Porsche 924S is a pure hybrid – sitting between
the Audi derived Porsche 924 & the replacement
Porsche 944 - benefiting from the new 2.5 litre
Porsche engine, rear disc brakes, telephone dial
wheels & power steering etc..

This is a matching numbers car with 3 owners – the
first for 30 years – it has comprehensive history files
including the original ‘bill of sale’ for £20,433.00 –
has covered a mere 56k miles, corroborated by all
copies of MOT’s from inception. A full underbody
restoration was carried out last year –including all
suspension, axle & engine upgrades – all new belts &
a full bespoke s/s exhaust system – at a cost of £11k.

Fitted with a new Nardi steering wheel, a £2k media
upgrade - to include ‘hands free’ & Apple Play,
original tool kit & rare sunroof bag. Voted by car &
classic as car of the week.

https://www.carandclassic.com/magazine/1987-
porsche-924s-classified-of-the-week/A true rarity in such excellent condition

£15,00
0
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TOTAL HEADTURNERS Over 40 Replicas / Classic Cars in stock
www.totalheadturners.com

T: 07711 630348 or 01992 573564 • E: mark@totalheadturners.com

Shelby Daytona Coupe
Manufactured under licence at the Shelby /
Hi Tech / Superformance factory. Powered
by an awesome Ford V8 Supplied and built
by ROUSH to 402ci ,6600cc ,515bhp / 500
lbft spec. TWM/Borla 8 Stack Electronic fuel
injection polished throttle bodies. £79,995

Crendon Cobra big block
Correctly IVA/SVA registered 01/06/2021 and
only 500 recorded miles. Powered by a Ford
FE big block with Eagle stroker kit to 7200cc,
A superb opportunity to buy a top of the top

spec Cobra! £75,995

THE DADDY
This amazing Dax Cobra is correctly IVA/SVA
registered 01/05/2012 IPowered by an truly

awesome 454ci 7439cc Big block V8.
This Cobra has what we call “adequate”
power. Not for the faint hearted. £55,000

Cobra by Pilgrim Motorsports
This stunning Cobra was IVA/SVA registered
02/09/2009 and has covered only 863 miles
since new. Powered by a 3.9 injection Rover
v8 engine, K&N Air filter, Mallory ignition

system, Remote oil filter. Rare Jaguar based
Pilgrim. A superb Cobra. £35,995

ICONIC 387 Speedster
BESPOKE COACH BUILT ON

THE PORSCHE 987 BOXSTER PLATFORM.
Built from a 52035 Mile, 2006, 2.7L, Manual
Porsche 987. Bespoke heated windscreen,
Air conditioning, Cruise control, Electric

windows, CD player, Computer etc. Speed
reacting elevating stability spoiler. Fully
loaded and ready to drive away. £59995

Challenger S1 E-type
This absolutely superb challenger (Outside
Bonnet Lock) is registered as a Challenger
E-type 02/04/1975. Finished in Jaguar.
Opalescent Dark blue coach work.

Powered by a 4200cc Jaguar straight six
with twin SU carburettors, K&N Air filters.

Superb driving car. £49,995

Cobra by Pilgrim Motorsport
This stunning and individual Cobra was

correctly IVA/SVA registered 2004. Finished
in unmarked Nardo grey coachwork.

Powered by Ford 2000cc 4 cylinder Pinto
engine, 5 Speed manual gear box.

Wet weather Hood and side screens.
A super fun Cobra. £27,500

289 Cobra by Hawk
This beautiful Classic 289 Cobra by Hawk
was correctly registered as a hawk but
retaining the date of 1972. A recorded
mileage of only 1909. Powered by an

aluminium Rover V8, 5 Speed manual gear
box. A stunning and great to drive HAWK

289 Cobra. £52,500

Finished in metallic Rosso Fiorano (one of just fi ve in the UK) with cream hide sti tched 
in Bordeaux. Bordeaux carpets with optional Bordeaux hide to the upper dashboard,
windscreen surround and steering wheel. The car also benefits from the very rare
Fiorano Handling pack (FHP) - as per the WSR cars - thus riding 10mm lower,

on taughter suspension, with a “quicker” steering rack ECU, red brake callipers and
cross drilled brake discs. This three-owner car (the last owner bought it in 2006) has a
full-service history with original service book, handbooks, leather wallet and tools and
well as past invoices and MOT’s to support the 27,800 miles. A unique opportunity to
find a low mileage, low owner 550 Maranello in a rare and stunning colour combination

with the desirable and rare Fiorano Handling pack.

1999 Ferrari 550 Maranello with FHP
UNIQUELY SPECIFIED

Finished in Cherry red, yes that’s right Cherry red, with cream hide and dark red carpets.
This series II car is one of 26 manual cars officially imported by Maranello Concessionaires
Ltd of which 11 remain taxed or SORN’d and this is only red example. Only four owners

from new the last having bought it in February 2003 with 28,000 miles, it has now covered
a documented 50,800 miles. A series II model benefitting from an extra 5 BHP and

improved torque with revised suspension settings, as well as cosmetic improvements to
the switchgear and instruments. Complete with factory original service book handbooks

wallet and tools and a file of past invoices and MOT’s.

1984 Ferrari 400 Gti-five speed manual
UNIQUELY SPECIFIED

£69,990

Please contact Mike Wheeler for further details and to arrange viewingPlease contact Mike Wheeler for further details and to 

£Call

www.rardleymotors.comExperience the
Experience.



RHD, recent restoration with upgrades to gear 
box & steering. Rare car 102 DHC made, fewer
with Vantage spec. Jubilee blue & blue leather,

blue mohair hood.

Limited edition No 22 of 100. Peacock blue / cream
leather. Supplied new with chrome grille, chrome

wheels etc. also later TV’s and stereo upgrades.
Chauffeur driven. Worked through & serviced

recently. Impressive.

Excellent original & untouched example. V8 107
series SL Mercedes in arctic white, blue leather &
34,000 miles recorded. Limited recent use, would
benefit from a little light works to return it to an

outstanding condition.

Jersey car from new. 17,000 miles , dealer service
history plus AM works. Well maintained and

looked after, garaged. 6.0 ltr V12 with 420 bhp.
Auto. Super condition.

Desirable RHD with electronic fuel injection.
Body restored in SA with ongoing maintenance
undertaken locally. New ivory leather. Superbly

comfortable, driving well, carries the wow factor.

Original matching numbers car with wire
wheels and finished in Clipper Blue with black
leather. Good solid straight example. Recent

commissioning works undertaken and driving well.

Jaguar’s first car. Solid unmolested coachwork.
Mostly correct period components. 12 volt
upgrade. Original engine, drives very well.

Scope to improve cosmetics.

Genuine Samuri #42. 260Z engine, triple
Dellortos, 5 speed, uprated brakes, seats, wheels &
suspension. It’s fast & handles well. Entered in local
hill climb and sprint events. A road car that you can

race then drive home! Scope to improve.

Limited edition of 200 made for the UK market
to commemorate the 30th anniversary Monte

Carlo Rallies. Recent extensive and sympathetic
restoration works undertaken. In super condition

and driving very well.

LHD, MOD, ex Canada. Fully restored 02–06.
Extensive file. Matching numbers. Red leather with

black piping. Recently worked through & driving
well. New tyres. With hood, tonneau & side screens.

Most presentable full-length sunroof Topolino,
believed genuine 41,000 miles. Extensive works

completed since 2003. Runs and drives as it should.
Comprehensive history file includes workshop

manuals and handbooks.

Recent full restoration including new frame,
mechanicals rebuilt as required. Used very little since.

Green leather & full weather gear. Most interesting
early history, imported from Hawaii. Now driving well

with good power. In near concourse condition.

1997 BENTLEY BROOKLANDS
R MULLINER

1987 MERCEDES BENZ
420SL

2000 ASTONMARTIN DB7
VANTAGE

1972 CITROEN DS23
PALLAS EFI

1952 MGTD

1930 AUSTIN 7 SWALLOW
SALOON

1972 DATSUN 240Z SUPER
SAMURI

MINI COOPER 35 LIMITED
EDITION

1960 AUSTIN HEALEY 3000
MK1 BT7

1937 FIAT TOPOLINO
(RHD)

1935 SS1 20HP
TOURER

£495,999

£34,940

£34,950

£34,950

£37,950

£19,950

£17,950

£37,950

£24,850

£54,950

£12,950

£POA

1951 ASTONMARTIN DB2
VANTAGE DHC



Mario Bernardi
Klassische Automobile GmbH

Sales, Service & Restoration 34346 Hann. Muenden • Welfenstr. 1 • Germany +49 172 691 3028 www.mariobernardi.de

Ferrari 212 Export Vignale Berlinetta

1951 blu chiaro/beige

Ferrari 250 GT Pininfarina Coupé

1960 rosso/nero

Ferrari 250 GT Cabriolet Serie II

1961 grigio argento/rosso

Ferrari 250 GT Cabriolet Serie II

1961 grigio ferro/rosso

Ferrari 330 GT America

1964 blu scuro/blu scuro

Ferrari 330 GTC

1966 argento/rosso

Ferrari 275 GTB/4

1967 grigio argento/nero

Ferrari 330 GTC

1967 azzurro/nero

Ferrari 246 GT Dino L-Serie

1970 azzurro/nero

Ferrari 365 GT 2 + 2

1970 grigio ferro/nero

Ferrari 365 GTS/4 Daytona Spider

1971 rosso/beige

Ferrari 365 GTB/4 Daytona

1972 grigio ferro/nero

Ferrari 365 GTB/4 Daytona

1973 argento/nero

Ferrari 365 GTC/4

1973 nero/beige

Ferrari 512 BB

1980 rosso/nero

Ferrari 430 GT3

2007 rosso/blu

Lamborghini 400 GT 2+2

1966 grigio argento/nero

Mercedes 280 SL

1970 white/black

Ferrari 250 Europa
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CARS FOR SALE

OCTANE
MARKETPLACE

Octane cannot endorse any cars for sale in classified advertisements and recommends that you meet the vendor and are satisfied with the car before parting with any money.

Browse classic cars for sale, or reach a huge international classic
car market to sell yours, with a free advertisement in Octane –
go to subscribe.octane-magazine.com/classifieds

1964Austin-Healey 3000 MkIII
Colorado Red, original black seats, recently replaced
black carpets, Everflex hood. Bare-metal respray
in 2020. Many original details and concours-ready
featureso en lostduringrestoration.£75,000ono.Tel:
+44 (0)1420 23212, email Sales@RawlesMotorsport.
com, www.RawlesMotorsport.com (T).

1951 Austin Sheerline
DS1 Saloon €39,500

For more information please contact me,
FRANK KENNIS +31 622 420 766

info@KennisCars.nl www.kenniscars.nl

1962 Borgward Isabella TS
Two-Door Sedan €16,900

For more information please contact me,
FRANK KENNIS +31 622 420 766

info@KennisCars.nl www.kenniscars.nl

1930 Cadillac La Salle 340 Coupe
€68,500

For more information please contact me,
FRANK KENNIS +31 622 420 766

info@KennisCars.nl www.kenniscars.nl

Fiat Dino 2400 Coupé
Fitted with the legendary Ferrari V6 motor. Currently
a reliable daily driver, with recent mechanical
expenditure of over £12,500. Ongoing work required
but a very usable and rare Dino. £32,995. Tel: +44
(0)7768 938967, email darren@eraclassics.co.uk,
www.eraclassics.co.uk (T).

Ford Anglia Lotus twin-cam
Full nut-and-bolt rebuild to an exceptionally high
standard. A true homage to the original Lotus
twin-cam development Anglia driven by Jim Clark.
Ready to enjoy as a fast road car or trackday special.
£57,995. Tel: +44 (0)7768 938967, email darren@
eraclassics.co.uk, www.eraclassics.co.uk (T).

1980 Ford Escort MkII Van
(Sundowner Tribute) - Australian
built, 2.0 litre, retro classic

1971 Jaguar E-type V12
Chassis number: 1s50468. 79,574 miles recorded.
Sable Brown with Cinnamon interior (original
colour combination). Originally purchased in 1978
by the late John McAleese, renowned garage and
bodyshop proprietor, part of his personal collection
since. Recently restored to mint condition, currently
housed at the business in Ayrshire, Scotland. £75,000.
Tel: +44 (0)1292 315040, +44 (0)7968 845503.

Alfa Romeo Giulia Sprint GT 1600
Very rare and original example that has never been
pulled apart and is in incredible condition for its age.
Has had exterior paint and has done 48,000 miles.
Can send more photos on request. AUD $92,500. Tel:
+61 419 628565, email joshua@theeuropean.com.

Earley Engineering Limited
Alvis Specialists

+44 (0)1981 250244
info@earleyengineering.co.uk

www.earleyeng.com
● Servicing
● Restorations
● Upgrades
● Sales
● Parts

● Chassis engineering
● Engine builds
● Coachbuilding
● Bodyshop
● Race / rally prep

1967Austin-Healey 3000 MkIII
Investment-quality 3000 MkIII Phase 2 with
remarkable history. Lowmileage, three owners from
new (two noted Austin-Healey authors and business
partners of Donald Healey himself), original panelling
and drivetrain, never welded, a long list of features
and trims lost on 99% of restored examples.
£85,000. Tel: +44 (0)1420 23212, email Sales@
RawlesMotorsport.com, www.RawlesMotorsport.

眀眀眀⸀䄀䠀㐀䠀⸀挀漀⸀甀欀

䄀甀猀琀椀渀 䠀攀愀氀攀礀 倀愀爀琀猀 匀瀀攀挀椀愀氀椀猀琀

Race Proven Parts

www.bighealey.co.uk

Tel: +44 (0)1543 472244

RESTORATIONS • BODYWORK • PAINTWORK • SERVICING
NATIONWIDE COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE • STORAGE

CONCOURS PREPARATION • MAIL ORDER PARTS

tel. 01723 361227

Austin Healey SpecialistAustin Healey Specialist
www.murrayscott-nelson.com

www.classic-spares.com

ADVERTISE
IN-MAG

FOR FREE!
PRIVATE SELLERS ONLY,

LIMITED SPACES
AVAILABLE
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1967 Mercedes-Benz 250 SL -
automatic, AUS del., matching
numbers, hard and soft top

Porsche 911 2.7 RS Evo
Rebuilt Californian 911, bare-metal respray, Blood
Orange, 3.0-litre engine, top and bottom rebuild,
915 gearbox rebuilt 4500 miles. Lightweight black
interior, original Recaro seats, Momo steering wheel,
Blaupunkt radio. Imaculate. £65,000 ono. Tel: +44
(0)7771 994134, email stuartjones33@hotmail.co.uk.

1967 Prince Skyline A200 GT S54 -
out of longterm ownership,
very rare

1958 Surrey 03 De Luxe Roadster
€16,500

For more information please contact me,
FRANK KENNIS +31 622 420 766

info@KennisCars.nl www.kenniscars.nl

1956 Volkswagen Beetle “Oval” -
stunning expression of “Cal-Look”,
2.3 litre, 180 bhp engine

Drum headlamps
A pair of vintage Drum headlamps, fully restored
by VHR of Sheffield, UK. Precise origin unknown,
but most likely early-to-mid-1920s American
manufacture, and possibly Packard or Marmon
origins. The headlamps include sidelight bulbs and
the original armoured cables. £1475 ono, plus P&P
and insurance, fromPerth,Western Australia, at cost.
Email Dr NM Vincent on docnova@docnova.com.au.

SPRAY BOOTH
OVEN FOR HIRE
Based in Potters Bar EN6
Rent by the day
Discounts for longer hire

CALL MASSIMO ON
07809 331082 or 07432 680208
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WHERE QUALITY COSTS LESS

SIZES UP TO 40' x 16'

GARAGES/WORKSHOPSGARAGES/WORKSHOPSGARAGES/WORKSHOPSGARAGES/WORKSHOPS

HEADERPACKAGE D
£1654.80

INC.VAT

HEADERPACKAGE E
£1917.60

INC.VAT

High quality, stylish,
black and grey

powder coated finish

A choice of
stainless steel

or wooden
worktops

Top quality super smooth
ball bearing drawer runners

Modular design – build
your own by adding

units as required

Gas struts to
hold top cabinet

doors open

Lockable
floor cabinets

Corner units
in stock

HEADERPACKAGE A
£3478.80

INC.VAT

HEADER

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£310.80

HUGE CHOICE OF TOOL CHESTS/CABINETSHUGE CHOICE OF TOOL CHESTS/CABINETS

Extra
Storage

HEADERPACKAGE C
£2242.80

INC.VAT

OPTIONAL WORKTOPS

Wood

463mm
Deep

38mm
Thick

Stainless
Steel

TURBO AIR
COMPRESSORS

• 7cfm
• 2HP
• 24 litre

OVER
80

MODELS
IN THE
RANGE

HEADER

INC.VAT

TIGER 8/260
£143.98

CHOOSE FROM 21,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE AT machinemart.co.uk
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PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

OCTANE SERVICES GUIDE
Browse services for you and your classic car, including insurance,
parts, restoration, marque specialists, home & garage
improvements, covers & storage facilities.

INTRESTED
IN ADVERTISING?

CONTACT DOUG HOWARD
DOUG_HOWARD@AUTOVIA.CO.UK

208208

BRAKE PARTS

BPA Engineering
SPECIALIST TRANSMISSION

SERVICES
HEWLAND BUILD & REBUILD

NEW & S/H SPARES
GEARS, SPARES & COMPETITION GEAR

KITS DESIGNED & MANUFACTURED
CASTINGS PRODUCED FROM

DRAWINGS OR SAMPLES
Tel: 44 0 1256 895757
Fax: 44 0 1256 895151
www.bpaengineering.com

TRAMSMISSIONS

COACHTRIMMING

CHROME PLATINGSTEERING WHEEL RESTORATION

ELECTRIC PARTS

An extensive variety of original motor racing paintings, photographs and autoraphed items for sale.

T: 01327 858 167 E: info@speedsport.co.uk
www.speedsport-gallery.com

GALLERY, ART & MEMORABILIA

BMW PARTS SPECIALIST

BESPOKE KEYS
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adrianflux.co.uk
Authorised & regulated by the

Financial Conduct Authority

To see how much you can save
on your insurance, call us today

0800 085 5000

It’s enough to make your typical insurer run
in the opposite direction just as fast. Thankfully,

at Adrian Flux we do insurance differently.

Just like the world’s best supercars,
we constantly strive for innovation. From the
UK’s first driverless car policy to a multi-car

scheme that covers vehicles of all shapes and
sizes, we aren’t afraid to cover new ground.

Zero to sixty in
three seconds?
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Location, supply, servicing, restoration and authentication
of genuine Shelby and AC motorcars by engineer with 40plus years

direct experience of these vehicles.

www.dragonwheelsrestorations.co.uk
Please telephone Alan on 07846 861853Please telephone Alan on 07846 861853Please telephone Alan on 07846 861853

SHELBY COBRAMUSTANGS
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Servicing – Diagnosti cs – Parts – Engineering 
For all Aston Marti ns from  Post War to Gaydon Era

Servicing enquiries tel:                       
Parts & online store enquiries tel: 
Parts enquiries email: 
Online parts store enquiries email:

+44 (0) 1483 211899                     
+44 (0) 1483 211289

parts@trinityaston.co.uk
partsstore@trinityaston.co.uk

• Restorati on
• Engine rebuilds
• Re-trimming
• MOT preparati on
• Product advice

• Enhancements
• Insurance repairs
• Gearbox conversions
• Braking upgrades
• Power steering

• Routi ne servicing
• Sports exhausts
• Fault diagnosti cs
• Chassis and paintwork
• Transportati on

• Concours preparati on
• Insurance valuati ons
• Handling kits
• Purchase advice
• Air conditi oning

www.trinityaston.co.uk

THE ASTON MARTIN
SPECIALISTS

TRINITY ENGINEERINGMaintaining the future with 
engineering of the past
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Specialists in the restoration of
classic cars to the highest standards.
Maintenance and upgrades.
Commission sales and purchase advice.

“In 20 years, my car has never driven this well.
I’ve fallen in love with it all over again”
Aston Martin DB5 owner

Hockley, Essex, United Kingdom
+44 (0) 1702 826438
+44 (0) 7757 504540
office@brightwellmotorcompany.com

Find out more at
brightwellmotorcompany.com

The Process
The key to a
successful and timely
outcome is planning,
coordination and
communication.
As a Brightwell
customer, you will
enjoy regular updates,
photographs and
transparent records of
time spent on your car.

The Trim Shop
From full re-trims
to minor repairs,
our in-house trim
shop produces
show-quality work.
We have particular
strengths when
it comes to
difficult hoods.

The People
Our expert staff
plan and deliver your
restoration project.
We ensure that
everyone working
on your vehicle
is playing to their
strengths, whether
that’s our in-house
staff or external
contractors.

RESTORATION
EXCELLENCE

Fiat Abarth 750 GT Zagato FOR SALE
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the cat is back...

allycatwheels.com
follow us on our socials vb

Established in 1976, 
Ally Cat are a motorsport specialist brand 

from the UK, currently specialising in 
clothing and accessories.

Original Castrol grades:

Castrol’s Classic Oils are produced to original
viscosities and contain the necessary anti-wear

additives to provide overall protection of
veteran, vintage and classic vehicles.

Valvemaster™ and Valvemaster™ Plus
Phosphorus formula - the best protection after lead.
Contains Etha-Guard enabling use of E5 & E10 petrol.
Valvemaster Plus with Octimise-Plus for increased
acceleration* & fuel economy** up to*3% and **2%

XL30, XXL40, GP50, XL20w/50
R40, 10w/60 syn., EP80, EP90
ST90, EP140, D140, LS, B373
TQD TQF, RR363, Brake Fluids
Greases, Semi-Fluid greases etc.
l Small size from 500ml to

Home Workshop sizes -
Free UK mainland -
Next Day Delivery offers.

Castrol
Classic Oils
+44 (0)1954 231668
sales@classicoils.co.uk

Classic Valvemaster™
+44 (0)1954 231668
sales@classicvalvemaster.co.uk

www.valvemaster.co.uk

www.castrol.com/uk/classics

l Ultimate valve seat
recession protection.

l Octimise-Plus
friction modifier
performance.

l Ethanol protection to
engine & fuel system.

l Use with 95, 97, 98,
99 & higher E5
and E10.

250MLBOTTLETREATS250LITRES

Contains Etha-Guard enabling use of E5 & E10 petrol.

acceleration* & fuel economy** up to*3% and **2%
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The Original British
Vacuum Cleaner

The BVC IV40 Classic Workshop Vacuum Cleaner

Est. ~ ~ 1902

The BVC IV40 Industrial Vacuum Cleaner has
been manufactured in the UK for many years
and is well proven for all types of cleaning
applications.

This limited edition IV40D Classic 120
version, painted in traditional "British Racing
Green" with polished brass badge, celebrates
the founding of the British Vacuum Cleaner
Company by Hubert Cecil Booth in 1902.

Designed to complement every workshop,
the BVC IV40 features a large capacity 40
litre collection drum, heavy duty microfibre
bag filter plus 2nd stage HEPA filter. It is
equipped with a reverse-air filter cleaning
device, to agitate the bag filter and help
prevent filter blinding.

With an emphasis on durability and
reliability, the IV40D Classic 120 is
manufactured from heavy gauge steel with
robust wheels and solid construction. Hose
fittings are metal for long life. IV40 has a 5
year limited parts warranty.

Supplied with a full tool kit consisting of
3.75m 38mm hose, crevice tool, floor tool
with tube extensions, rubber "soft-nose" tool
and dusting brush tool. Available in 230v
with 1kW bypass turbine.

IV40D Classic 120 with trolley, hose and
comprehensive toolkit - £2140 exc. VAT.

Quirepace Ltd. 6 Pennant Park
Fareham, Hants, PO16 8XU

023 9260 3700
www.quirepace.co.uk

bvcsales@quirepace.co.uk

More information :-
tinyurl.com/443snuxe

Situated 5 minutes from the A3 on the Surrey / Hampshire /
Sussex borders convenient for Goodwood

Discreet secure insulated storage facility for any
car or motorcycle.

f fFor further information Tel: 01420 472 273
E-mail: southlandsccs@gmail.com

Web: www.southlandscherishedcarstorage.co.uk

Onsite service and repair available

1
2
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Race Glaze Ltd | +44(0)1780 654065 | www.raceglaze.co.uk

Secure - Clean - Dry - Vehicle Storage

Pricing
Per week:

Car £45
Motorcycle £20
Trailer £30

Location:
Thames Valley Bucks

Marlow 1 mile
Henley 5 miles
Beaconsfield 7 miles
Windsor 10 miles
London 30 miles

Contact: info@crestsecure.co.uk
07920 043 150

www.crestsecure.co.uk

T 020 3973 1520 E info@mossauto.co.uk
mossauto.co.uk

An exceptional, high security building with
state of the art humidity and dust controlled
technology. Discreetly situated on the London

Hertfordshire border.

T H E U LT I M AT E B E S P O K E

C U S T OM S WA R E H O U S E
STORAGE FACILITY & HMRC APPROVED

3

4

5

6
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8

Hertfordshire Vehicle Storage Ltd.
Hitchin, Hertfordshire

CONTACTS:

07595628846
hello@hertsvehiclestorage.comFind us on:

A40

A429
A361

THE CLASSIC
MOTOR HUB

Flexible Weekly Car Storage in the Cotswolds

+44 (0)1242 384092   :   STORAGE@CLASSICMOTORHUB.COM 

Bibury

Burford

Fairford

Charlbury

Bourton-on-the-Water

STORAGE

5 SITES AND

COUNTING

Burford

7

9

10
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UNITED KINGDOMUNITED KINGDOM

SSTTOORRAAGGE &E &
TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

LOCATIONSLOCATIONS
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TWO PURPOSE DESIGNED CAR STORAGE FACILITIES
NEW SITE AT JAR ASHFORD – 2 miles Jcts 9 & 10 M20

38 mins London St Pancras / 15 mins Eurotunnel

Specialists in high specification car storage
and enclosed car transport (UK & Europe)

South East England
(Tunbridge Wells & Ashford)

Tel No +44 (0)1580 753939
www.jarcarstorage.co.uk

AUTO CLASSICA
‘Specialising in automotive storage’

• Classic, sports and performance car storage
• Long and short term, secure, discreet purpose built rural facilities
• Comprehensively insured with 24hr CCTV
• Full concierge services
• UK & European enclosed transporter collection and delivery service
• 15 minutes direct access to Manchester International Airport

Facilities in East and South Cheshire.
01565 872400 • enquiries@autoclassica.co.uk • www.autoclassica.co.ukq

11

12

13 14

15
16
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my Formula 1 car! He looked at me as if I was
some sort of clown.
That’s how it all started. My first race was

with the HSCC at Silverstone and the whole
family came along to see how marvellous I was
going to be. I think I was lapped on the second
lap, it was raining, it was cold…Then the next
event was on the Bugatti circuit at Le Mans,
and it was so hot, and I couldn’t even get a
drink. I moaned down the phone to my wife
and she told me either to sell the stupid car or
do something about it. So I did.
My bad experience at Le Mans made me

think that there was an opportunity for some
sort of hospitality for racers. I bought a truck,
filled it with food, ice cream and coffees, sat in
the Pau car park – and no-one came in. Then it
rained on the Sunday so everyone came in to
get out of the rain!The idea was that you had to
be a member of our organisation, Grand Prix
Masters, but to get the name known about we
were pretty much giving stuff out to anyone.
A chap called Jonathan Baker, who ran a race

series for Group 4 sportscars, then suggested
that since his drivers liked our hospitality, we
should buy his series, which we did. We
followed that up by acquiring Carol Spagg’s
Gentlemen Drivers series, and it went on from

Ron Maydon
Effervescent mastermind of Masters Historic Racing

‘I TRIED TO RETIRE ONCE,
BUT AFTER THREE WEEKS MY
WIFE TOLD ME TO FIND A JOB
OR SHE WAS LEAVING ME’
there. We now run eight race series in the UK,
Europe and America, and have about 550
members. We’ve filled a gap in the market
between the very high-end ‘luxury’ series and
the more basic, no-frills ones.
The Masters HQ is based in Olney, Bucks,

over a pizza restaurant and between a coffee
shop and a bakery – what could be better! I live
on a cliff in Devon and, if I’m not racing, by
Sunday afternoon my wife is keen to get rid of
me, so I drive to Olney, and by Wednesday the
lady who actually runs the series, Rachel, is fed
up with me, so I go home again. That said, I
make a point of going to every Masters event.
For example, tomorrow I’m off to Canada, the
following week it’sWatkins Glen, then I’m back
for two days before going to Zandvoort.
If I’m at an event, I’ll stay over in a hotel or

in a rented house; the only exception is for
The Classic at Silverstone, where I have a
motorhome. The Classic is a big event for us –
we have five grids there – but it’s just one in a
busy calendar: this year we have grids at eight
events in America, six in mainland Europe and
five in the UK. I’m always around if there’s
a problem that needs sorting.
When I’m in the office or at home, most of

my working days start between 6 and 7am,
when I stagger around looking for the coffee
machine, and end about 7-8pm. I don’t have a
lot of time to relax but if I’m at home I do like
to go for a walk along the cliffs with a mate, and
I have a 1930s wooden boat in which I potter
around the estuary. I also own two golf courses,
but I never get to play golf on them!
Even though I’m clearly not a born winner,

I still enjoy racing my cars – I have a Mini, a
Ginetta G4R, a Brabham BT24, the ex-David
Purley 1977 F1 LEC and a Ligier LMP3 – and
the camaraderie that goes with it. I mean, what
else am I going to do, take a mistress? I love my
wife, so I can’t do that, and I can’t afford drugs,
so, all-in-all, car racing seems the best option.
I did try retirement once, when I was about

50, but after three weeks my wife told me to
find a job or she was leaving. I’m 71 now and
I’m still working 24/7; I can never put what I
do completely out of my head, and I guess
when it’s no longer occupying my thoughts
then it will be time to stop. But this is just what
I like doing, and when my head hits the pillow
each night, I sleep like a log.

AS A CHILD, I was fascinated by motor
racing. When I was 11 years old, I attempted to
cycle from my home in Aylesbury to Brands
Hatch – I got all the way to Great Missenden,
ten miles, before a policeman spotted me and
tookme home! But then life got in the way, and
racing took a back seat.
It was only 20 years ago that it came back

into my life. A buddy of mine in America
was in financial trouble, so I flew over to help
him out. His car had been repossessed and, at
the dealership, I spotted a 1968 Cooper F1 car
under a sheet. They were Jaguar dealers and
had no interest in it, so I ended up buying
it and bringing it back to the UK.
A little while later I turned up with the

Cooper at an HSCC event at Silverstone and
announcing that I’d come to race my car. ‘OK,
where’s your licence?’ they asked, and I proudly
pulled out my driving licence… ‘No, where’s
your racing licence?’
So, to cut a long story short, I borrowed

some cars and took my ARDS test. To get one
of the signatures I needed, I elected to do some
marshalling. I’ll never forget how I was at
Mallory Park, standing on the bank with some
marshalls, and explaining how I was here to get
an ARDS signature because I wanted to race

Day in the life
INTERVIEW MARK DIXON

Octane (ISSN 1740-0023, USPS 024-187) is published monthly by Autovia Ltd, 31-32 Alfred Place, London WC1E 7DP, UK.
Periodicals postage paid at Brooklyn, NY 11256. US Postmaster: send address changes to Octane, WORLD CONTAINER INC 150-15, 183rd St, Jamaica, NY 11413, USA.

Subscription records are maintained at Autovia Ltd, 31-32 Alfred Place, London WC1E 7DP, UK. Air Business Ltd is acting as our mailing agent.



TEL: 01249 760686 • THEHA IRP INCOMPANY.CO.UK
THE HA IRP IN COMPANY COMP TON BASSET T WILTSH IRE SN11 8RH
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1992 PORSCHE 964 CARRERA 2 MANUAL
UK RHD. 21k miles. Factory AC. Full history.

PORSCHE PERFECTION




