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Sizes L & XL 

"PULLING POSITIVE" 
T SHIRT - Navy 

£8.00 

fW T SHIRT - navy blue or 
oy I Blue with "Lift Drag 
Eq ilib ium" design 

Sizes M & L £8.00 incl 

BGA SOARING JACKETS - Navy, 
Lightweight, zip up with "Pure 
Energy, Shee~ Excitement" logo. 
As seen at the BGA Week nd. 

Sizes L, XL, XXL £35.00 incl 

- Now in Stock! Beany Hats, white with small glider Motif £6.50 incl 

Why not Order on Line www.gliding.co.uk 
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~COnim'wnications neV:{~ __ 
Get down to your local 

I'M SU RE vou will have read about th e 

fantas ti c results that the British tea ms 
achieved in the world championship 

events ea rli er thi s summer. A grea t result for 
Bri ti' h glid ing and one that confirms LIS as 
one of the top, if not th e top gliding 11Jti on. 

VVe h a v(~ workecl h,Hci over th e ;,ummer to 
ensure th Jt th e d1dmpionships h~ve h<ld as 
much ex pos ur~~ as possible in the n<l tion<l1 
press . INe managed tn get the results pri nted 
in Th e Times Jnd Th e Te legraph after just 
about every one of the :13 competi tion days, 
h,ld il number of 51llil ll eciitori illmentions 
,mel saw fea ture arti c les printed about two 
of our defenciing champions, Gill Spreckl ey 
and Stcve Jones. I would h,lVe likecl to h,lVe 
managed IIIore, but we mllst not under-
Est imil te the diffi culty of plac ing gliding 
stori es in the nati onal press, espec iall y when 
th(, competiti ons took place during th ' peak 
weeks of the summer sporting season. 

What I was very pleased about, however, 
was the amount o f loca l coverage that we 
managed to achievc. Thcre was a slot on 
Carlton Centra l fo llowing Jez Hood's w in 
in the Junior. , including an in -cockpit 
interview and pictures frolll the event at 
N itra. BBe Points West tran smitted d simil ar 
one featuring Andy Dav is after his win at 

Lesz no. Andy gav -' iJ couple of loca l radio 
interviews and I w, son 88C Radio 
Nottingham brea king th e news or Jez's win. 

We targeted stori es at the loca l press 
coverin g each team memher's home anci 
club before the championships started 
and after th ey fini shed. Aga in, we had i1 

very high su " ess rMe w ith some very ni ce 
fea tures being published. 

So, wh at is the lesson from all of thi s! 
Quite simpl y, your loca l med ia offers 11 

fantas ti c channel for you to get the gliding 
message across to your loca l community. 

I notice from the August-September S&G 
th at Wall y Kahn makes a simil iJr po int in his 
letter (p91. I Gln only endorse everything he 
says. Wall y siJ id tv contact your loca l paper 
w henever 50Jllebody "goes so lo, gets Bronze 
or higher, makes instructor ... ". Bu t clon't be 
constrained by th at - contact your paper 
w ith Inter-Club Leagu results, detail s of 
your members' parti ipation in regionals 
and nati onals, let them know if somebody is 
going off to fl y in Oz, South Afri ca or o ther 
equall y exoti c p laces, even if it is just for a 
ho liday. 11,11 thcm about it before the event 
takes pl ace and tell them about it aga in after 
it has taken place - w ith luck you w ill get 
two Jllentions. 

If your cl ub cirJlVs memhers from a wide 
area, tdrget both your local newspaper Cl nd 
th e pil rticipz1Ilt\ . Th at way your Single sto ry 
might g t four Jllentions. 

Supply photographs. Thi s willmdke )Iour 
story even Jllore attracti ve to the press Jnci 
the resulting story w ill be bi gger dncl Jllore 
eye-catching. Doing thi s is eas ier th an ever 
th anks to th e new generJti on of digital 
ca mel·as. 

If you need background informati on about 
gliding to help the press pad a news item 
out into a fea ture, I have a range of materi al 
ava i lab Ie. Either contact me or download 
it from th new press section on lhe BGA 
websit : www.g liding.·o. ukipresslinciex.i1lm 

Don't limit yourself to your loca l papers. 
If the story is good enough - a win ,1 t th 
nationals, for example - get on to your local 
radio stati on. If you've got video footage 
(i t doesn't ne cI to be of the highest qualit y) 
try t.o interest your loca l TV nelVs. Although 
competiti ve gliding can be a bit complica ted 
for the general publi c to grasp, a short cli p 
makes sensati onal viewing. 

It all takes a bit of effort, but it can be very 
effect ive (a nd can be quite iun too) . 
Keith Auchterlonie 
BGA Communications Officer 

McLean Aviation 

The Aerodrome, Rufforth, York, Y023 3NA 


Tel: 0 1904 738 6 53 • Fax: 01904 738 146 

Web: www.mclean-aviation.com • DG Web: www.dgflugzeugbau.de 


e.mail: mcleanav@supanet.com ·Kmc2664616@aol.com 


FULL REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE FACILITY FOR COMPOSITE STRUCTURES. 
MODIFICATIONS, C of A RENEWALS, SPARES, GRP SALVAGE FOR SALE 

DG 1000 Sailplane or Turbo DG 8088 Self-launching world leader 

Sole UK and Eire agents for DG Flugzeugbau and AMS Flight 

Member of the Guild of Mastercraftsmen 
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~News 

AT the prizegiving at the Open Class Nationals (report 

next issue), Peter Hearne, Vice-President of the BGA, 

presented the Association with a new trophy called the 

I ,OOOkm trophy (designed by Steve Langland and made 

by Martin Wilde of West Mailing). BGA Chairman David 

Roberts says: The BGA would like to thank Peter most 

sincerely for commissioning and presenting this new 

trophy to the BGA. • The object of the award is to 

encourage more attempts on the I,OOOkm distance in 

flights originating in the UK. In making the award Peter 

pointed out that it was 29 years since Chris Garton had 

completed an BOOkm OIR (Lasham-Durham) in a 
Kestrel 19 and suggested we set our sights up a notch. 

He also announced that the first names on the trophy, 

were Chris Pullen and Chris Rollings (seen right, with 

the trophy) for the first - and so far, only - 1,000km 

flight in the UK (in June 1995). Peter handed the trophy 

to Chris Rollings to retain until the BGA AGM in 2004 
Ihe While Planes pielure co. 

Results of this summer's competitions 
ON ,RATU LATIONS to the glider pilots 

mentioned below for their achievements 
in thi s summer's competitions. 

The winners of the World Class World 
Championships, h Id alongside the junior 
Worlds, were: 1, Sebastian Kawa (PolancO; 
2, M <1 tthieu Kril (Fran ce); 3, Richard 
Montigny (FrJn ce). The British did not enter. 
Full resul ts at http://evenls'/ai.org! 

The winners of the 10th World Glider 
Aerobatics Championship in Hungary in 
August were: 1, Ferenc Toth (Hungary); 
2, jerzu Makula (poIJncl); 3, Georgiy 
Kaminski y (Ru s ia); 51, Andy Cunningham; 
52, Chris Ca in . (www.wgac20OJ. com). 
Eastern Regionals: 1, Mike jordy/Claire 
Ernson; 2, john Wilton; 3, Angus WJtson. 
Northern Regionals:l , Graham Morris; 
2, Ri chie Toon; 3, Simon Barker. Club Class 
Nationals: 1, Ri chard Hood; 2, jJ)' Rebbeck; 

CAA Safety Evenings 
06/10103 Headeorn tel 01622 891539 

07/10103 Oxford tel 01865 841234 

08/10103 Goodwood tef 01243755066 

09/10103 Leicester tel 0116 2592360 

20/10103 Carlisle tel 01228 573490 

21 /10103 Prestwiek tel 01292 476523 

23110103 Kirknewton tel 01506 885555 

27/10103 Wiekenby tel 01673 885886 

01 /12/03 Thruxton tel 01264 773900 

02/12/03 Bournemouth tel 01202 578558 

03/12/03 Plymouth tel 01752 773335 

04/12103 Bidford tel 01789772606 

10/12/03 Cranfield tel 01234 752819 

11/12/03 RAF Fairlord tel 01285 714048 

21/01/04 Crowfield tel 01473 644027 

27/01/04 Shobdon tel 01568 708369 

28/01/04 West Wales tel 01239 811100 

29/01/04 Mona tel 01248 714040 

05/02/04 Panshangar tel 01707 391791 

11 /02/04 Glenrothes tel 01592 753792 

08103/04 Leeds tet 0113 2367130 

10/03104 Popham tel 01256 397733 

11 /03/04 Exeter lei 07970 251386 

The BGA is also planning safely evenings - see p6. 

October - November 2003 

3, Henry Rebbeck; Open Class Nationals: 
1, Russell Cheetham; 2, Robin May; 3, Dave 
Allison. Inter-Services Regionals: (Sport 
Class) 1, All Jn Tribe; 2, -ri s Emson ; 3, Daz 
Smith; (Open Cl ass) 1, Pete Stratten; 
2, Simon Adlard; 3, Cl aire Emson, John 
Tanner, Rose johnso n. Dunstable Regionals: 
(Red) I, Rob Brimfield; 2, Bob King; 3, Bill 
Craig; (Blue) 1, Andrew M ay; 2, Malcolm 
Birch; 3, Mark Dalton. 15-Metre Nationals: 
1, Steve jones; 2, Tim Scott; 3, Paul Brice, 
Gransden Regionals: (C lub) 1, Darren 
Arkwright; 2, jerry Pack; 3, Nigel Gough; 
(Sport) 1, Simon Redman; 2, john Wilton; 
3. Paul Ri ce. Junior Championships: " jez 
Hood; 2, Ian Craigie; 3, Leigh/Anna Well s. 

o For the 28th Worlds Jnd the 3rd Junior Worlds, see 

pp26-3 1. Remain ing naf ionals reports, some rcgionnls 

reports and r~su l ts for BCA-raWd UK comp next issue 

Team success 

BRITISH teams have excelled at international level 

again this summer. Their tally includes two Golds, two 

Silvers and a Bronze medal as well as plenty of top ten 

placings. BGA Chairman David Roberts comments: "On 

behalf of the BGA, I congratulate the whole team on a 

wondenul penormance. We are delighted with Andy 

Davis 's well-deserved win in the Standard Class, 

achieved through total dedication to the aim, combined 

with superlative skills and experience. The silver and 

bronze medals achieved by Steve and Phil Jones in the 

18-Metre Class, together with fourth places for Pete 

Harvey and Dave Watt in the Open and 15-Metre 

Classes, demonstrate the depth of world-class ability in 

UK gliding, which is recognised as being pre-eminent at 

world level. The strength in depth of top British Junior 

pilots , evidenced by gold and silver medals this year for 

Jez Hood and Luke Rebbeck, backs this up and augurs 

well for the future. Well done!" 

The results of these contests have been included in the 

IGC Pilot Ranking system, leading to three new pilots 

occupying the top positions. Number one ranked pilot in 

the World is John Coutts from New Zealand , 

followed by Andy Davis; and in third position is Holger 

Karow from Germany. http://rankings.fai.org/gfidingl 

The 2003 Club Chairmen's Conference will be held at 

The Soaring Centre, Husbands Bosworth, on 

Saturday, November 1. A wide of range of topics will 

be discussed, including the Impact of EASA on clubs, 

and the future of the BGA coaching operation. 

A recent accident has again raised a question mark 

over the value and advisability of having an audible 

warning system fitted to gliders with a retractable 

undercarriage. There are many well-documented 

cases of pilots being badly injured, sometimes fatally, 

and gliders damaged or written-off as the result of 

distraction caused by an alarm sounding late in a 

landing approach. Yet pilots who inadvertently land 

with the undercarriage retracted rarely suffer more 

than injured pride and occasionally a dent in the 

wallet incurred afterwards in the club bar. Anecdotal 

evidence suggests that since undercarriage warning 

systems were removed from the RAFGSA fleet, 

wheel-up landings have not increased significantly 

but injury/damage tevels have reduced dramatically. 

Remember that you must check NOTAMs before 

flying (www.ais.org.uk). On August 3 a Red Arrows 

display had to be modified because of a infringement, 

harming our image with thousands of spectators. 

The BGA AGM and Conference will be held on 

March 6, 2004 , at Eastwood Hall , nr Nottingham. 

Lincolnshire GC invites friends and ex-members to 

a buffet dance on October 11 to celebrate 25 years 

at Strubby (www.lincolnshireglidingclub.co.uk or 

07966468502101507607922) 

The BAE SYSTEMS Avionics University Gliding 

Bursary scheme wants to expand after a successful 

start last year, when 123 were given. It provides finan­

cial assistance to glider pilots with a strong 

academic background and an innovative mind, who 

can apply these qualities to the development of the 

sport and its aircraft/equipment. If you feel your 

university club should be participating, contact Afandi 

Darlington (afandi@oplimal-aerodynamics.com) or 

www.gliding.co.uklbgainfoljuniorS/baebursarr lltm 

The Ted Lysakowski Memorial Trust aims to help 

UK-based pilots advance their cross-country and 

competition skills. This year it provided a week's 

cross-country course at Lasham , sent two pilots to 

a mountain flying course at Rieti, and two more flew 

with Nationals and British Team pilots Hors 

Coneours at the Open Class Nationals. Applications 

for the 2004 programme should be made by the end 

of October 2003: get the form from your CFI , or 

from George_Metealfe @uk.ibm.com 

The interface between the Health and Safety 

Executive and the Civil Aviation Authority is outlined 

in a memorandum of agreement available via : 

h tip :/Iwww.gliding. co. uklbgainfol safetyl forms. hIm 

National Ladder news is at www.bgaladder.eo.uk 

Lottery the winner of the BGA 1000 Club Lottery 

for July 2003 was A Mason (£41 .50), with 

runners-up NF Holmes and C Waller (£20.75) . 

August winner was MJ Wells (£41 .00) with runners­

up MP Wilson and L Hood (£20.50). 
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Omarama 
New Zealand 

'A~ine SoarinB 

rffie G(icfil1tJ Syecia(ists 

We offer the best support and 
training at all levels and a great 

friendly atmosphere 

• Wave flying • Casual flying 
• Courses • Badge flying 

• Glider hire • Accommodation 

aipsoar@xtra.co.nz. 
www.soaring.co.nz 

THE SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE 

'P~ 

Innease your airtime 

The best of Ridge Soaring from 


Southerly through to North Easterly 


Suat(h the Ridge with (onfiden(e 

Large Airfield at the base of the hill 


S(otland's Premier Training Site 

Training (ourses for 2004 


Clubhouse accommodation, carovon and camping :opcce 

Call Irene on 01 592 840543 

The Scottish Gliding Centre 


Portmoak Airfield, Scotlandwell KY 13 9JJ 

Web http://www.scottishglidingcentre.co.uk 


email: oHice@portmoak.force9.co.uk 


The Motor Glider Club 
()j/i'l".· 

NPPL Courses 

RT Course & Testing Centre 

R({[es DlIo! 11ir(' 

Motor Glider £55ph £45ph 
C150!2 from £70ph 

NPPL Courses from £750 

HINTON IN THE HEDGES AIFIELD 

Tel: 01295 812775 


/11 /-Issueioliul/ /I.'il/! 

Tel. 01865 370814 

Barograph and IGC Logger 

BGA Approved Calibration 


IGC Loggers require calibration every 

2 years, and all other barographs every 

year, Full calibration, quick turnround 


aoQ return by Special Delivery 


£15.00 + £6 return carriage 
Dynamic Boom Mics - New £37,00 
New Nicad for ICOM A2 & A20 £52,00 
12 volt 7 A/H Sealed Batteries £16,00 
Garmin memory batteries replaced £7.50

".' UK Service Centre for the 
~ : repair and upgrade of all1]

" Cambridge Instruments 

Dickie Feakes 
Bicester Aviation Services 

01869245948 or 07710 221131 
dickie@fsd.tJk,net 

Deeside Gliding Club .' 
What ever your level of ability 

we have something to offer you 


Spring & Summer Schedule ," 

Open 7 days a week • No-wait launching 

Under utilised glider fleet. Dedicated trainin~ 


Experienced and friendly instructors 

Enhanced x-country opportunities 

(new out-landing database) 


Gliding as it should be 
Diary Dates 

Gl iding Courses Anytime, iust ask 

Vintage Glider Rally 14th - 22nd June 

Task Week 14th - 22nd June 

UK Mountain Soaring 


Championships 7th - 13th September 

Information/enquiries: Roy Ferguson-Dalling 

Tel/fax: 01339885339 

E-mail: office@deesideg lidingcl~ 
Website: www.deesldeQlidingclub.co.uk 

Wave bookings 

(SeptJOct): Mary-Rose 

Tel: 01569 730687 

E-mai l: maryrose.smlth@Vlrgin.net 


SF 25C Rotax-Falke 
THE IDEAL MOTORGLIDER 
FOR TRAINING, SOARING, 
CRUISING AND AEROTOW 

SCHEIBE-FLUGZEUGBAU 

GMBH 


I )-H'::; 22 I O;lch:!lI, ,\ugU:-it - llLdll-S rr. 2.:i 


' Id : 00 I') K U \ ,"' 21IKi or -/2I1K I • r'1\' -'7-,()~k~ 


UK Contact: Peter Serge Fink 

Tel: 01293 885147 • Fax: 01293 873214 


'~~Safety news 

Old problems and 
a new initiative 

THIS YEAR will undoubtedly produ ce 
some record fi gures for levels of 
gliding activity in th e United Kingdom, 

Tragically, 2003 has dlso been markE'd by 
another significant rise in th e number of 
Zlccidents that have r suited in i,ltalities. This 
does not Illean that our conlillu ec.l d fo rts to 
maintain and indeed raise safety awareness 
should be regarded as failing, It may be a 
rather nega tive analogy, but con Sider the 
illlpact of ceasing to fund rOJcI sa fety 
initiatives in the light of a mounting accident 
rate l 

Aga inst a background of increa sed activity, 
a corresponding increase in our accident rate 
may bt' expected buL CJ nnot be accept.ed as 
a natural consequen ce . Whilst reduct ion of 
the underlying fatJI accident rate to zero may 
be an impossible dream, hipping awZlY at 
th e entirely preventable re-occurr nee o f 
accidents caused b)' inexperience, over­
confidence or poor supervision is vital. 
Throughout our gliding movement, from 
student pi lots to pundits, promotion of safety 
and safety culture must be encouraged. 

Dissemination of iniormJtion gained from 
analysis of individual accidents plJ)'s an 
important part in developing safet), aware­
ness, In th e case of fata l accidents, parti cular 
care must be taken when consid rillg th e 
publication of informJtion in order to dvoid 
compromising the officiJI reports from e ither 
the AAIB or th e BGA Accident Invest igJtor 
and the Coroner, . 

Such constraints anclthe length of tim e 
ta ken by the legJI processes can make 
publication of timely advice in the form of a 
Saiety Flash very difficult indeed, 

Neverthe less, th e Safety FI,lsh is a villuable 
and effect ive tool for cOlllmunicating the 
safety message and seve rJI notices will be 
published in th e coming w eeks addressing 
a range of issues, including winch launch 
techniques and undercilrriage warning 
systems (see also news itelll on page 5). 

On a positive note, recognising the success 
of the well-estilblished CAA Safet), Evening, 
the BGA Safet), Commillee is curren tly 
deve loping ,1 similar presentation format 
aimed specifically at glider pilots. This 
initiative is intended to address il certJin 
insul,lrity enco untered aillongst soaring 
pilots, who Me reluctant to attend the CAA 
presentation beca use of th e understandable 
bias towards power pilots, vVhile Illaterial is 
being deve loped at the moment, a series of 
trial presentations is being planned for the 
coming winter season. 

If Jnyone feels inspirecito g -' t involved in 
th saf-ety effort, pl ease do not hes itate to get 
in touch with 1llC' vi a the BGA Office or the 
BGA w eb site, 
Kevin Moloney 

Chairman, BCA Safety Commitlee 
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; Development news 

Right to roam - update 

THE British Gliding Association has 
been following the implementation of 
th e CROW (Countryside ,lnd Rights of 

Way) Act since it received Royill Assent in 
November 2000. Two reports have already 
been published in S&C (June-July 2001 and 
February-March 20(2 ) emphilsising th co' need 
for gl iding sit es to be reg istered JS "excepted 
I;:md" in oreier \(> ,lVoid being included JS 
"access land" to which the public has a right 
of free access. Although right of access 
appl i os only to the cat gories of mountai n, 
moor, hea th , down land Jnd registered 
common land, concern has been expressed 
by th e gliding movement lest that ri ght 
should be deemed to allow open access to 
gliding sites, where uncontrolled ramblers 
might present a signifi ca nt hazJrd to gliding 
operations ancl adclitional risks to clubs. 

When I last reported progress in S&C, 
eight areas of England had still to be 
mappecl and subj ectecl to <1 consu Itat ion 
process before th e production o! the final or 
"Conclusive Maps" could tJke pla ce. The 
process in Willes is J separilte one. 

The Commencement Order, based on the 
conclusive mJps, Cil nnnt be implemented 
until the completi on of the consultation 
pro ' e5S Jnd the production of conclusive 
maps tor each ot the eight arms. ThJt was 
expected to take place in late 2004 or eJriy 
2005. However, the timing has now slipped 
back a little ,1Ild the new deadlines ,lre now 
based upon Regional Commencement 
Orders. The first of these will he for th 
South-East and Centr<ll Southern England in 
Summer 2004 and will be ph ased, in pelir , 
until commencement orders for th e final 
areas (West and E<lst Midlands) which are 
expected to be issued in late 2005. Paul 
Johnson, Senior Access Advisor at the 
Countryside Agency, has updated the present 
position , JS shown in the table below. 

In February-Mar h 2002 , we reported that 
gliding sites need to be registered as 
"excepted land" to avoid being shown as 
access land on the conclusive "Ri ght to 

Roam " mJPs. For the avoidance of douht, 
one of the definitions of excepted I<:l!ld 
appears at Schedule I , Part 1 of the t\ct as: 
"IJnd used for the purpose of a go lf course, 
racecourse or aerodrome". For th J further 
avoidance of doubt, th , Safety Regulation 
Group of the CAA hJS defined "il rodromC''' 
as: "A defined area on land or w,lter 
(including any buildings, installations and 
equipment) intended for the arriv;:ll, 
departure and surface movement of aircraft". 

A procedure for registering excepted land 
has never been formalised and r gistration 
now appears as a less likely solution to the 
problem. The Department for Farming and 
RurJI AffJirs (DEFRA) has convened a multi­
interest working group to consider what 
information Gill sensibly be gathered about 
such sites. A meeting with the releva nt key 
bodies, at which the BGA hopes to be repre­
sented, is likely to be ca lled to clarify the 
best approJ h. 

Meanwhile, all clubs are advised to check 
th e access maps for thei r sites. These are 
avai lable as hJrd copies at some (not all) 
public librJries. By far the eas iest method is 
to visit the Countryside Agency's website 
www.countrysirle.gov.uklaccesslmapping 
(For Wales, see the Countryside Council for 
"Vales website at www.ccw.gov.uk) . Either 
provide a grid reference or, easier still, the 
site's postcode, Jnd a map will <lppear on 
your screen. The precise location is 
adjustJble in Jny direct ion by clicking on 
ca rriinJI point flli1rkers until the image is 
centred on your site. 

If your site appea rs coloured yellow or 
green on the drat't or provisiona l map 
(signifying that the Countryside Agency 
regards it as open country or registered 
common land) then please inform the BGA 
immediately. We will then determine the 
true extent of the problem and will negotiate 
with the Countrys ide Agency at a national, 
co-ordinated leve l, as th e governing body 
for gliding. ~ 
Roger Coote, RCA Devciopment Officer 

Original Plan Projected timetable Latest update, August 2003 
First draft maps available for inspection, Autumn 2001 

followed by 3-month consultation period 

First Provisional Maps available June 2002 

for inspection. 

First Conclusive Maps available June 2003 

Conclusive Maps available for all June 2004 

eight areas of England 

Commencement Order 2004-2005 

October - November 2003 

Draft maps now available for 

all eight areas 

Provisional Maps available 

for SE. Lower NW and 

Central SoutlJern areas 

No Conclusive Maps issued, 

to date. First Conclusive Maps 

now unlikely before 2004 

Conclusive Maps not all 

available until tile second 

half of 2005 

Phased Commencement 

Orders on a regional basis 

beginning Summer 2004 

with completion in 2005 for 

England and Wates 

Your letters 

See and avoid? 
I READ the Jrticle See and avoid (August­
September 2003, p28) with 'reat interest, as 
poor lookout (or rather SEE out!) has been 
one of the major reasons for me to postpone 
sending P2s solo . This has often put me in 
an imposs ible situation, as the frustJJted 
incipien t solo pil ot swings his/her head from 
side to side Jnd up and down like some 
demented chicken with a broken neck, 
completely ineffectively, in a vain attempt to 
convince me of their exceptionally good 
lookout. This has on occasion prompted the 
question from me: "have you seen the other 
aircrJ!t?" In most cases this initiates another 
bout of neck exerci se (revea ling thJt th ey 
haven't! ) - sometimes actually looking 
directly Jt the aircrJft in question perhaps 
twic e without SEEING it - all this whil e th ey 
are bli ssfull y unJware thJt there is more than 
one "other aircr'lft " to worry Jbout. 

I have timed a P2 having more than 
20 seconds between such frenzied lookout 
spasms. This is serious: I rea li sed immed iJ tely 
what I had done. Whil e I watched his poor 
lookout, I wasn't look ing either! Maybe we 
need three-stat, two-instructo r gliders? 

The effectiveness of a pi lot's lookou t rei ies 
on good technique, as the BGA paller notes 
suggest: "scan the full field of view, pausing 
from time to time, looking above and below 
the horizon as well as on it". So, move 
your head as far as your neck allows in all 
direcrions, pausing 110W and then to let your 
eyes scan an Jrea, then another, and so on; 
attention should be concentrated in the 
direction of any turn, but not excl usively. 

I assume that most mid-Jir collisions 
involving a glider (oth(>r than in competition 
gaggles) are o llisions with Jnother glider 
within " loca l soa rin g" of their home site. 
Surely this indicares an awa reness problem? 
How many pilots involved in th ese collisions 
thought about how many other aircraft were 
likely to be airborne local from their club? 
Who th ey are? What competence levels are 
they at? Do these pilots check the opposite 
side of the circuit while downwind to Jvoid 
conflicting base legs? WhJt about visitors, 
by road or by air? 

One glJring reason for poor lookout is the 
amount of time spent reading all instruments 
every time they look at the pan I. Perhaps 
it ca n be assumed th at at the moment of 
collision at least one pilot's attent ion is on 
the panel? Mayb we make the panel too 
entertJining with Ihe technologies ava ilable! 
To illustrate how to improve instrument scan 
I often compare it to driving: "you don 'I 
drive along staring at the speedo for minutes 
on end, do you ?" Or perhJPs I' ll give them a 
quick glance at my watch and ask them what 
the time is. If they don't get it the first time, 
inv,niably they do the second. Th e obvious 
comparison is that the SJme is 
possible with instrument scan. 

Glance at One instrument e,lch time, then 
continue your lookout whilst ii guring what 
il told you. If you didn 't get it with th e first 
"snapshot ", invariJbl y you will with the > 
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» second . Practice makes perfect. 
Two thin gs you can be certain of, as long 

as th ere's more than one flying machine in 
the world, mid-airs will continue to occur, 
and I shall continue to prevent any pilot 
with poor lookou t flying solo ,1. long a~ 
I have a rating. 

Look ing isn't enough, seeing is vital i 
Bob Burden, WESTWELL, Kent 

Are parachutes always useful? 
WHILST at a gliding club recentl y, I noticed 
a tractor driver go past w earin g a parachute. 
I can't think 01 many situations where a 
parachute would b ·, much use to J tr;)ctor 
driver. However, I. cou ld think of one or two 
where inaclvertent opening or a parachute 
might be quite seri ous/fa tal. Maybe thi s is 
not recommended practi ce? 
Martin Ellis, DONCASTER, South Yorks 

The long arm of the law 
I RECENTLY rece ived a very po lite letter 
from the Wiltshire poli ce to tell me that a 
speed camera had photographed me vvhile 
I was exceed ing the 50mph limit on the 
A303 in Wiltshi re. I was much relieved th at 
it WLl S just a warn ing with no intention to 
pro ecute. However, JS th e limit on this 
well-travelled stretch or road (en route to 
The Park) is 60, not 50, I ca lled to ask 
whether they were sure of their facts. 
An J iso polite ILldy took my ca ll <md went 
away to investigate, ( <Jlling me back a few 
mom nts lil ler to say that the photo showed 
that I h, d been towing ,1 long white trailer, 
poss ibly a glider. She con firmed that speed 
cameras ca n detect whether the vehicle is 
towing, and that the towing speed limit is 
50 on single ca rria geways. Whoops ! Clever 
techno logy, eh? 
Mike Thorne, via email 

Bandits in Spain 
IF YOU are in the habit of making the 
pilgrimage to the Mecca of thermals in the 
Span ish mountains, read on. There are 
Band its in them there hills Jnd they can 
seriousl}' modify your hoi ida)! high spi rits! 

Pete, my gliding buddy, and I were 
hauling glider trailers through central Spain 
and stopped to fu el up. Nothing sinister in 
that, but things changed rap idly. We were 
onl y a few kilometre~ further 'l long th e 
motorwJY when Pete C<llled to advise that 
his trailer tyre had shredded Jnd he had 
managed to pull off sa fely. I continued up 
ahead and stopped at J deserted rest stop to 
wait for him. A man dressed like a road man 
appeared out of nowhere gesti culating 
towards Illy rca r tyre. Sure enough, it too 
was fl at. 

I got out and commenced unloading 
luggage to get to the spare. Meanwhile the 
roadman appea red determined to help. 
I didn't need his help so he hovered close 
uy. My luggage was just at m)' feet. Another 
ca r appeared on the oth er side of the rest 
stop and a man got ou t ta lking in rapid 
gibberi sh, poinLillg back along the road. 
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Well , I was well aware th at my buddy was 
back there on the road! That's all it took t ) 
distract Illy attention. The bandits grabbed 
my stuH, dived into their ca r and sca rpered. 
Let me tell you, the Jir was blue. 

There I was, hooked to a gl ider trailer w ith 
three wheels on my ca r, stranded. Even the 
combined use of a str ing of rarel y used 
expletives and mighty stomping leaps did 
nothing to appease my anger. 

My buddy appe<l red just a few minutes 
later and, guess what, he too had lost· hi s 
stuff. The ga ng robbed him and followed up 
on me. Well , when you've lost all your 
money, p<lssport, every li cence imag inab le 
and logbooks plus a laptop with your life 
contained on its little disks, you do learn 
someth in g. 

So take heed. When you stop for fu ',l or at 
rest stop, watch your vehicle close ly. heck 
tyre for damage prior to setting off aga in. 
Don't ever leave your vehi Ie unlocked even 
when changing ,1 tyre. Put your kit back in . 
Tu k your important bits away. These guys 
appear helpful (help themselves 10 an arm­
ful ) and keen to point out that you should 
layout your emergency triangle, so they ca n 
nip into your car while you are stro lling 
along the hard shoulder. La stl y, we all know 
we should back up our computers! 

You are vulnerable and if the trailer tyre 
gives way whil e you are driv ing, losing your 
va luab les could be the least of your worr ies. 

So you mily ask, did we Illanage to adjust 
our attitude and enjoy our fl ying? Yes, 
indeed we did. Cra cking thermals and big 
cross-countrie did the trick. 

A last thought. Pete and I both lost ,1 greilt 
stash of male "condom" like things, for 
peeing in the glider of course. Lord kn ows 
what the bandits thought we were up to! 
Roy Wilson, ABERDEEN, Scotland 

Enemy action.... 
WATCH out for \Ve il -organised bandit gangs, 
who managed to pick off four of our number 
on the drive down to FUE'ntemilanos, where I 
fl ew my 750km (see p22 of this issue). Two 
Brits, one German, one Dutch: 6.67 per cent 
casualt ies out of 60 ri gs in two weeks. Gangs 
of at least four, w ith a woman ometimes, in 
two ca rs il t lea t, attack your trail er or G lI" 

tyre using an AutoRoute petrol station. 
After casing your ca r for valuables, a gang 

member uses a sharp bicycle spoke, and 
wa its, as you drive off, for the inevitable flat, 
then approach you with a bogus promise of 
help. They may look respectab le or sport a 
yellow Rentoki I jacket, pretend your triangle 
is in the wrong pl ilce, or show you a 'bolt ' 
thilt has fallen off your trail er. A ro lled up 
newspaper hides a kn ife. The thieves then 
jump your unlockecl car while other gang 
members distract you with conversation. 

Please send letters (marked '10r publica tion 'J to the 

editor at editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk or the 

address on p3, including your full contact detaits. 

The deadline for the next issue is October 14 

Who's been following your trailer? For a salutary tale, 

see Bandits in Spain and Enemy Action. on this page 

Throwing your goods into the bilck of an 
open boot whi ch cleverl y hicles th ei r 
number plate on the raised I id as they drive 
off, leaving you w ith you r flat tyre, and a 
two or thre hour delay of form filling with 
d isi nteres tecl pol ice. 

Keep your car locked at all times and travel 
in close convoy. Watch over friends when 
th ey pay for petrol. Ostentat ious checki ng 
and alertn ess shows that you arc on to them. 
If you do hilve a fla!, ensure valuables are 
not exposed when you remove your spare 
tyre. (We can 't find our valuabl es on the ca r 
journey so I bet thi eves wouldn 't either! ) 
Gliders are clea rl y targeted, so drive a tatty 
car; keeping contact with ground rad io large 
roof !com aeri il l may put off thi yes. 
Adrian Emck, via email 

The cost of instructing 
WITH reference to Ri chard Fitch's letter (A n 
ass istant instruc/()( writes, Au gust-September 
2003, p8l, the main poinl is lhat Full Ca ts 
ca n brush up at their own cl ub. If they ,He 
curren tl y teaching to the stand rd set at the 
Ass cat course with ule b ~nefit of having 
instructed for some ti me to improve fluen cy 
they should hal'(" no problem with th e fl ying. 
If they do need to train a lot then th ey need 
to clo it to be an efficient Ass Cd t. The 
ground school subj ects can be Illugged up at 
home or, betler stil l, they .ou ld run a Bronze 
course at the c lub since the best way to 
learn is to prepiHe a lecture/s. Mutual aid by 
others in the cl ub on wet days ca n also be 
enlightening ,l nd prove I n eye-opener. The 
Full Cat test can be done in a (11Y ,vith a 
regional c.X'lllliner and is to ensure that the 
stJndard of fl ying is up to scratch and the 
depth of knowledge is suffi cient to teach 
Bron ze pil ots. Most of th e cost is time in the 
even ings and flying Ie son th lest ,lnd <l ny 
fl ying needecl at base to get up to speed. 

All we wou ld ask is that the instructur is 
knowledgeable ilbou t the thin gs th ey teach 
ilnd can teach th em to a reasonable standa rd . 
The BGA Full Cat prep courses were 
introd uced to help aspirants who couldn 't 
get any help at home. 
Bob Petti fer, Chairman, BCA Instructors' 
Committee 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Cowl flaps on Pawnees? 
I FOUND Phil Phillips' art icle (August­
September 2001, p60l on the shock cooling 
of Lycoming engines most int · resting and it 
refl ec ts our experi ence hl're at Southdown 
Gc. I would enquire if the Lashilm tugs are 
fitted with th e filster response CHi systems 
as standard or whether they have reverted to 
the normal mil nufacturer's fit. I used to work 
for th e UK CAA and il t one time had <1 vis it 
from my oppos ite number from the 
Australian CAA to di scuss the use of Mo-gas, 
3mongst many other subjects. In discussions 
I was told th il t there was an Australian 
modiji ca tion to fit ,1 cowl flap to the cowl 
exit on Pawnee aircraft to allev iate the shock 
cooling when Ihrottling bJck following a 
full power climb. Over the yeJ rs I have tried 
to find references to thi s mod but without 
success. I wonder if any visi tors to the 
Australian clubs h,JVe ever seen it jilted? 
lim Tucker (Ex-CAA Design Surveyor), 
STORRINGTON, West Sussex 

Wind-farms: friend or foe? 
SHAME on Roger Coote for his arti c le on 
windmills (Tilting at wind-farms, Augu st­
September 2003, pI2 ), making the BGA 
appear like just another NIMBY on this 
subject. Of course we need to know if a 
wind farm is being planned right next door 
to ,1 gliding site, but within 30km, come on: 
how many glider pilots do you know that 
are rea lly concerned about structures 300ft 
tall thai far away from base? As jor the li st 
of three concerns, he di scounts the last onE', 
leav ing th e physical obstruction question, 
already addressed above, and radar/rad io 
interference or any other problem from 
them. Having flown all over Cornwa ll in m)' 
ASW 20 for th e last ten yeMs I can honestl y 
say I have never experienced ilily wind 
turbine inclucecl radio inter'ference and as a 
qualified radio propagation expert I know 
what I dm expelling to hear. 1\;1inci you, th ey 
do make very good 1,1 ndmarks ,1nd means of 
checking the ground wind di rection 

Gliding is a green sport or very nea rl y so if 
you discount the fossil fuel used to get us 
airborne. We could be totall y green w ilh 
electri c winches powered by windmill ­
generated electricity or charging on-boa rd 
batteries driving an electri c motor "a la 
Silent". Don 't make life any harder for those 
trying to solve global warming and pollulion 
problems for you and your children. 

I expect this letter will trigger the NIMBYS 
into producing their uSLIal garbage and 
mi sinformation on the subjecr: hopefully, 
most glider flilots can do their own sums 
to expose them, though. 
Bill Andrews, LAUNCESTON, Cornwall 
f(ogef COOIL', IJCA Developmefll O((iner, "'plies: 

Regarclill}.J the proximity of \Vim I turhjn('~ to gliding 

si tes, N/A1HY (not in my hack yard) StlCIlJ 5 most 

appropriate'. Th e i55(1e, however: is lack of (."OI1Sl1/t,:ltioll 

Wind-farm generated comment 

I HAVE had the unique experience oj 

serving on the BGA Executive Commiltee 


October - November 2003 

and on the Counc il o f th e British Wind 
Energy Associalion. I ca nnot let Roger 
Coote's articl e in pass without comment. 

It is not always apprec iated how much 
soaring pilots' understanding of th e sky has 
contributed to the deve lopment of wind 
energy. Glider pilots' experi ence of airflow 
in mountains, in parlicul,lr their knowledge 
of standing wave palterns, has been of villue 
in the loca ti on of wind farms, while the 
experi ence of the deve lopment of composite 
structures for sa ilplanes helped in the des ign 
of composite blades for wind turbines. The 
Danish Intern ational pilot, Steve Oye, works 
as a w ind turbine deS igner. His experience 
has helped to develop a substantial Danish 
wind turbine manu fac turing industry. 

Roger Coote w rites: "Wind Turbines 
threaten gl iding in three ways. Firstl y they 
get in th e way". Thi s characteristic they 
share with cathedrals, rad io masts, relay 
masts, el ec tricity pylons, and rota ting tower 
restaurants, to name but ,1 few. I'ersonally, 
I much prefer to soar well above 300ft. 

His second point is th at I·vinci turbin es give 
rise to electronic interference, which has a 
strobe-like effect upon radar systems and 
can interfere with Navigational Equipment. 
Extensive tests h;)Ve been carri ed out by the 
Radio Communica lions Agency and I have 
had some correspondence with them on 
these points. The strobe effect is limited to 
close quarters and is usuall y reported as a 
result of sunlight being deflected into a house 
al c lose quarters. Interference w ith rad io 
transmissions can occLl r if wind tu rbine 
bl,ldes cut a directi ondl radio beam lined up 
on ,1 dish receiver some \\ILl)' from th e trans­
mitting aerial. There <Ire a surprising number 
of these radio links up Jnd clown th e coun­
tr)" guarded with cletermin <l tion by Ihe rilcl io 
authorili es . A wind-fLl rll1 c1 eveloper hds In 
show in his planning app licat ion th at th e 
RCA have been consulted Jnci have ra ised 
no ob jeclion to Ihe applicalion. 

Roger's final compl<li nt is th at wind 
turbines have a reputati on for creating 
turbulence. I find thi s diifi cult to accept as a 
wind turbine extracts energy from the air : it 
does not add energy as a jet does at take-off. 
However, the energy is extrLlc ted from that 
column of air thLlt passes through the rolor 
and so slows it up. The air bes ide the ro tor is 
not Llffected in thi s way and so subseCjuen t 
mixing tak s place downwind of th e turbine. 
It may be this that is described as turbul ence. 
However, the distance over whi ch mixing 
takes place Me small. Turbin es are placed 
ahout eight rotor diamcters c10wnvvind of 
each other and this spacing is felt to be suffi­
c ient to re-establish the energy in th e flow. 
Personall y, I would not choose to land at a 
wind-farm f(lr th ere is often very rough 
ground between Ihe towers. 

If Roger feels thilt gliding and so,uing 
clubs do not receive the attention that he 
feels the)' should from those wishing to 
develop wind-farms, may I suggest thai 
he approaches the British Wind I:ncrgy 
Association' He can ask them for a list of 

their corporilte members w ho are in \Nincl 
Fil rm Developmenl. He coulcil.hen approach 
these companies to clrilw their ,lttention to 
the experi ence of gliding people in th e loca l 
airflow and express th eir willingness 10 

advise in siting their wincl farms. In this way 
clubs would be ab le to influence the siting 
of new w ind-farms to th e adva ntages of 
a II concerned. 
Chris Riddell, HARROGATE, North Yorks 
Roger Coute, RCA Devdo/Jm('n l Officer. rep lics: 

The BCA has responded lorm" IIy 10 the .<Iakeholr/er 

feed/Jack for the O T! Inlerim Guidelines anel LellliJit 

Opik has c.t<>;kec/ p(Jr/idmenldry que'slion!' ui 1/1(' IVlinis[er 

re>pollsiiJle. N('VC'rlhclc5s, the HCII ,lIlel ",II CA ha.< 

been ignored in the pl,wl1inS prUCL'.c,5 "nel nOfl -ofii'ci.J f 

sal{>~uard;ng issues have /J (;,Cfl disreRarded 

Bronze confusion 
THE Bronze test papers were' issued about 
seven years ago, together with a li st 01' ,111 
the possi b le ques ti ons, rightly nJllled The 
Confuser. The confusion ca me from the COIll ­

paratively small number of quest ions th 'lt 
had any bearing on Ihe knowledge needed 
to fl y safely in gliders, the number where the 
answers given were wrong and the number 
where the wording of questi on and answer 
W,lS poor. 

Over the yea rs more of the questi ons hJve 
become inaccur<lte due to Air LilW changes. 
For about the last five yea rs we have been 
told that the papers are being revised, bUI no 
end date has been given. 

For those pilots who ask for preparation 
for the exam, two sessions are requ ired for 
eJeh sec tion. The first to understand th e 
subject to keep them safe, the second to 
know how to pass the exam paper. I find 
there is very lillie llvel'i,lp between the Iwo. 

Now, very few ,15k for any help in 
preparation. Talk anci Chalk hilS been 
replaced by the website, where a couple 
of evenings C,l n be enough to le,'Hn all the 
answers. 

Provided Ihe fl ' per is sa t within a couple 
of days, short-term memory w ill ensure a 
pass. 

The problems then are revealed with Ihe 
cross-country naviga tion flight, when lack 
of knowledge of Illap symbol s, airspace 
restri cti ons, speed and distance, and even 
Rules of the Air, become apparent. 

Ju st beCilLlse th e PPL papers be<lr no 
relation to th e rea l world of VFR fl ying, 
why did we adopt a similar system and 
th en remain with it for so long? 
Bill Thorp, BRAYTON, Selby 
riol} Peltit'er, ('h..Jinnlll o( th c' HG;, illstruct()r..~' committc '(\ 

replies: The Broll,a: contuse( is not sup/Jo::;ed to he an 

dltf'rna five {(.J instructors t(dining people - it is , /1 /Jest d 

check th,ll the stur/en t either h.-IS heC'n t.1uJ.Jht som(lfhin~ 
or has m,ln.lgcc! tn retain some in forma tion lor further 

use. II" you know of a Wd)' o{ (,f1..'iur;nlj ,hell jlJ ...;truct(Jr~ do 

fetich/he J.:rouml sulJjects I would ue grateful.. 

Experience wilh Full Car candidales sholVs Ihat ,I 101 uf 

inslruttors (Ire \vf'ilk in the .~r()ulld suhjl'ct area .. There 

arc gnod in5lruclor~ out there <mrl it would /)f' n;n--' to 

Ihink Ih<ll " II c/u/}s c/o cl guod joh wilh tIle' groW]( / \. . 

schoul in the non-a)"'ing part o( Ih" ye,,, ~ 

9 





NEW EUROPEAN REGULATION 


ncer ainty and c a 

David Roberts updates us on some 
of the most significant changes 
to UK gliding in the 70-plus years 
of the BGA's existence 

As ",veil as being BGA Chairman, David Robert,; is a 

Vice Pres ident of the European Gliding Union (fGU), 

Board m(>mber and Tre;'5Uf('r of Europe Air Sp()rts (EAS), 

and a Coullciimember of the Roya l Aero Club of the 

UK (RAeC). Hf' is a lso Chairman ot' Ndtional Pi lots 

[icpnsin8 Group Ltd for th E' NPPL. 

IHAVE written in S&C about the European 
Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) six times in 
the last year or so, starting in August­

September 2002 (p4), incl udi ng a major 
article in February-March 2003 (p10). You 
may wish to revi sit those before reading the 
latest news. Principal developments this 
summer centred on the establi shment of 
EASA as a working Agency in the European 
Union (EU) and the publication of draft 
Implemen ting Rules (IRs) for Airworthiness 
(design, test, manu facture, certificat ion) and 
Continuing Airworthiness (ie maintenance). 

Establishing EASA 
EASA was established under EU Regul ation 
1592/2002 in September 2002 , but had 
no staff or premises. Work on drafting 
airworthiness rules has been carried out 
largely by specialist groups drClwn from the 
Europea n Commission (EC) Transport 
Direc torClte Clnd Joint Aviation Authority 
UAA) people, themselves often offic ials of 
nCl tional CAAs seconded to JAA. Thei r work 
has been organised around "Core Groups" 
for each regulatory topi c, and proposed rule 
making has been submitted to the EC for 
consultation with ' industry', which includes 
genera l aviation representative bodi es, 
and will then go forward in September for 
adoption in EU law. 

Appointment of director 
Meanwhile the EC, in conjunction with the 
EASA Management Board (MB) made up of 
a represen tative from each EU Member 
State, spent a long time try ing to recruit the 
EASA Director - in our par/Clnce, the Chief 
Executive. The first attempt failed to supply a 
candidate acceptClble to both the EC Clnd the 
MB. Th relCl tivel y poor salary level for such 
an importClnt senior post probably had 
something to do with it. In June, a second 
recruitment campaign resulted in the 
appointment of PJtrick Goudou, whose 
background is in French military av iation. 
He took up his post on September 1. 
Under Regul ation 1592, with no appoint­
ment, EASA could not act effectively in 
terms of issuing the required opinions of the 
Director on rulemaking to the EC. As no 
provision had been made for an interim or 
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locum Director, the w ho le legislative and 
consultation process has been compressed 
into a very short timescale. In effect, in 
several peoples' opinion, the EC has 
breached its own rules by pressing on with 
the planned adopti on of the airworthiness 
and maintenance rules by the end of 
September 2003. This was ca used also 
by the fact th at the initial Regul ati on had 
terminJted the previous 1991 lega l frame­
work from September 2003. 

Distance from decision-makers 
Be that as it may, we are faced with the 'real 
politic' of the situation, which at the time of 
writing ( I September) seems to be that the 
draft rul es will be adopted in September if 
the Regulatory Committee of the EC 
approves them on 5 September through 
what is known as the 'comitology' process. 
This sounds all reall y dry and boring ­
which in many ways it is. But I have deliber­
ately covered this aspect because it illus­
trates several thin gs. Firstl y, from the UK 
gl iding and BGA stClndpoint, we are several 
steps distant from where the decisions are 
being taken that will fundamentall y affec t 

'There is no guarantee that our 
views and opinions will be 

either heard or taken on board' 

the future regu latory framework of our sport. 
Secondly, access to the dec ision makers in 
the EC is not automatic o r eClsy, and further, 
even with access through the activities of the 
officially recognised representative body of 
all J ir sports, EAS, there is no gUCl rantee that 
our vi ews and opinions will be either heard 
or taken on board. As a result we have had 
to place grea t emphasis through EAS on th e 
limited EC co nsultation process with written 
responses to the draft IRs. 

Airworthiness 
Th e draft IR (Implementation Rules) for Jir­
worthin ess and environmental certification 
of aircraft (including gliders) and rel ated 
products, parts and appliJnces is now 
known as "Part 21" of Regu lation 1592. To J 
large ex tent it is a translation into EU law of 
Jo int Aviation Requirement UAR) 21. The 
scope includes issue of type certificates and 
changes thereto; issue of certificates of 
airworthiness and authorised release 
certificates; the issue of repJir design 
approvals and variousnvironmental-related 
requirements including noise. Aircraft with 
ex isting type certificates issued under th e 
JAR codes ga in Jutomatic n w EASA-type 
certificates. However, a point to be clarified 
is that in th e UK, as a self-regulating body 
the BGA rCl ther than the CAA has <llways 
issued the original airworthiness certifi cCltes 
for gliders. In thi s case the draft rules imply 

that such gliders - the bulk of the UK fl eet­
will remain "under the responsibility of the 
Member State of Registry under appli cable 
national regul a ti~ns." Aircraft without such 
type certifi ca tes - and this applies to older 
gliders des igned and produced b fore JAR 
22 came in - will have thei r type certificate 
determined by EASA before 28 March 2007. 
There is insuffi c ient sp,lCe here to el,lborate 
on all the aspects of Part 2 1. But one 
impli ca tion is reasonably clear; the probable 
need for th e SGA to become an approved 
design orga nisa ti on in order to continue 
certain act ivities by way of mod ifications to 
des ign, and in relation to repair schemes. 

The second implicati on relates to 
instruments that come under the definition 
of 'appliances' or 'components'. O ur 
instruments arc not generally des igned, 
mClnufactured or type certifi ed under ex isting 
JAR codes - as far clS I know - and therefore 
there is a whole area of debate w ith EASA if 
the EC does not accept EAS representJtions 
th at instruments other th an those spec ified in 
the type certificate a th e minimulll n ces ­
sary for sJfe flight (,lltimet.er, ASI) should be 
excluded from th e scope of regul at ion . 

Continuing Airworthiness 
The draft IR for continuing airworthiness 
(ie, maintenClnce) of aircraft, products, parts 
and appliances and on the approva l of 
organisations m<l nClgelllent or conducting 
maintenance is known now as " Part M " of 
Regulation 1592. Thi s contains signifiCilnt 
implications for UK gliding, and whilst 
implementation is delayed for up to five 
yea rs, there are many sections we would 
want to make fJr less onerous for air sports . 
The EAS submission requ es ts separJte, 
simpler rules for JircrClft up to 2,()00kgs 
and delega ted to national level so that 
best practices already C'xisting in vClri ous 
cou ntri es ca n be adopted. We have dlso 
requested th at the sections referring to mai n­
tenJnce orgJn isations, and the qualifi ca tion 
of people involved in mJintenance, should 
recognise the unique aspects that volunteer 
indiv iduals play in the maintenClnce of glider 
fleets, and the practices and procedures 
necessa ry in commerc ial aviation are 
unworkJble economically in light aviati on. 
Although the drJft rul es cross-refer to Part 66 
(qualifi ca tions of maintenance personnel) 
thi s section has still been drafted for light 
aircraft (and gliders ). 

EAS's response to consultation 
Only five weeks was provided by th e EC 
for comment in writing to dmft Pdrts 21 
and M, as well as rev iewing the other clraft 
documents that on th e face of it are not 
relevJnt to air sports aircraft - although 
Part 66 may be very releva nt if it covers the 
qualifications for maintenance personn I. :;p. 
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P 	 Th e resulting EAS response was put together 
over iive dJys by myself, Rudi Schuegraf, a 
Vice President of EAS, and John Tempest of 
the UK PFA, " t Egelsbach in Jul y. Space 
prevents J synopsis of the response and 
therefore I have placed it on the BGA 
wehsite with J prominent flag. 

So far (September 1) the EC's 'Comment 
Response Document' summarising elll 
comments received cl nd th e EC's reactions 
to the comments has not been published, 
so we cannot tell whether the finJI version 
of Parts 2 1 ilnd M that go before the 
EC RegukllQry Committee will refl ect our 
comments during consultation. 

EAS also provided comments on th e draft 
Acceptable MeJns of Compl ianee (AMC) 
and Guidance MateriJI (GM) documents for 
Parts 21 and M. These support the drJft IRs 
the EC published in July and are intended to 
provide the function that their titles suggest. 

JAR 22 
JAR 22 is the glider and se lf-launching 
motorglider (SL/vI G) ai rworthiness code, 
which has been developed over many yea rs 
and mainly with input from glider des igners 
,md other technical experts from the gliding 
world. It has served us well. The EC now 
proposes conversion of JAR22 into 
Certification Specification If 22 (CS22), with 
littl e change except one important Jspec:l for 
SLMGs. Some oi the EC Core Groups 
propose the specifications for engines and 
propellers in SLMGs should be transferred to 
sepMa te CSs for engines and propellers . Not 
at (irst sight il big issue. However, the dJnger 
is th at the technicJI specificJtions would in 
future be inlluenced bv th e technica l think­
ing JlOund large aircrdft engines and props, 
and would become divorced from the 
si Illpler needs of SLMGs, w ith ,1 11 the 
compliance standards and costs assoc i,lted 
with IJrge aircraft. 'S22 should be kept as 
an all-emhrJc ing code. The proposa l to 
separate engines and propellers will , I 
expec t, be r-es isted strongly hy the EGU. 

Implications for UK gliding 
Part 21 implies th<1t th e UK glider fl eet will 
in future be on the CAA register. However, 
at this stJge Jnd prior to discussion w ith the 
CAA, it is uncertain as to how 'grandfather 
ri ghts' will app ly and whether or not the 
BGA register Jnd its ro le of issuing originJI 
certifi ca tes oi airworthiness w ill continue. 
The ab ility of th e SGA to approve 
modi ficat ions is also an issue to address. 

For Illaintena nce, key issues su rround th e 
orgJnisJtionJI status that the SGA CJn 
Jchi eve under the EASA rul es . Certainl y 
there are provisions for th e Jppropriate statu s 
as an Jirworthiness management organisation 
and JS a maintendnce organiscltion with 
approved sta tus for individuals (inspectors). 
Financially, it is too early to judge what the 
illlpacts of a EU leve l of regu lation will be. 
The EC has sta ted thil t its intention is not just 
a common set of rul es ,1 nd standards, but 
also to create an environment of economy. 
Thilt remJins to be seen, and JS a cynic 
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one would guess that an ex tra level of 
bureJucracy for some Jir sports is likel y to 
leil d only in one directi on, but for gliding the 
prospect is of hav ing two ex tra layers above 
the BGA's role - the CAA and EASA. 

Timescales 
By October the first set of rules will be in 
place unless there is an about-turn in th e E 
in Septemher. L,ltes t indicJtions are thaL new 
gliders (including illlported secondhand 
ones) frolll September 28, 2003, wi II need to 
be registered w ith the CAA. We are in 
discuss ions w ith th CAA n this and w ill 
provide informJtion as soon as the situation 
is clarifi ed. Implementation of maintenance 
rules is not likely to be immed iate. 

Relationship with the CAA 
The BGA's current formal relJti onship with 
th e UK Civil AviJtion Authority is I imiteri to 
matlers for wh ich the SGA has delega ti on in 
respect of certain aspects of self-launching 
motor gliders and tugs, JS well as the normal 
liaison Jnd consultation on mdtters such as 
airspace, radios etc. In future, if EU drilft 
rul es are adopted, the scope of the relJti on­
ship w ill widen considerabl y to embrace 
non-powered gliders, ,nd associated pilot 
licence Jnd operati onal issues. It is still too 
eJ rl y to say how all this will turn out, but the 
BGA Executive will be conSidering its strategy 
and poli cy stance as a prelude to entering 

'For gliding, the prospect is 
having two extra layers of 

bureaucracy above the BGA 
- the CAA and EASA' 

into whJt will be the necessary discussions 
emd negoti ations with the CAA. 

Our prime obj ecti ve, I am fairly sure, I·vill 
be to con tinue to run things in J similar way 
to that which we do now, but probJb ly 
under i1 formal delegation from EASA 
through the CAA. The cost of this change 
w ill be uppermost in our minds, alongside 
the ob jective of maintaining, and w here 
poss ible enhancing, safety levels in glicling. 

Meetings at the Ministry 
Since last autumn, wearing my Royal Aero 
Club ha t and representing not just UK 
gliding but illso other air sports affected by 
EASA, I hJve attended regular monthly meet­
ings at th e UK Department for TrJnsport. This 
is the Ministry responsible for Jll iation safety, 
which set up an informal consultation forulll 
on EASA issues w ith UK aviation indust ry, 
including air sports represented by the 
RAee Thi s forum has been ext remely usefu l 
in informing us of developments on 
a timely basis and JS In avenue nJtionJll y 
for express ing our concerns. The meeting 
chairm,m is the UK senior civil serva nt 
representing the UK on the EASA MB and 
is its Vi ce ChJirrmn . 

On the horizon 
Although airworthiness implementation will 
spread across several yea rs, the nex t set of 

draft IRs to hit us for cons ultati on will be 
Pilot Li censing and then Operations. It is 
expected thilt these will be published for 
consultation in late 2003. Clearly there w ill 
a further round of hect ic activity, consultat ion, 
drafting responses, and generall y trying to 
secure the right outcoille. As stJted previ ously, 
I suspect the key issue on li cens ing will be 
medicJ I fitn ess requirements and whether or 
not the EC will accept the se lf-declaration 
basis with GP endorsement. Ii rational and 
objecti ve ri sk analysis is accepted by the EC 
and EASA then I am rea sonabl y confident 
we shall w in the argument. However, I have 
yet to see much ev idence on the airworthi­
ness front of objective ri sk analysis and regu­
lil tory impact assessments havi ng much f a 
part in th e decision making process of the 
EC. Meanwhile we Me working in the ECU 
to deve lop proposals for a European Glider 
Pi lots I icence for recommend ing to EASA, 
through EAS, for Jdopt.i on. That is unless we 
CJn persuade EASA and th e EC to exempt 
pilots of aircrJft less than, say, 2,OOOkgs from 
EU legislJtion on licensing. 

Importance of EAS and EGU 
I CJnnot. stress enough the importclil ce of 
hJving, and plJying an acti ve role in , pan­
Europea n representative bodies. VVithout 
these bodies we would hilve little or no 
Jccess to or influence on th e European 
forum of regulatory developments. The EG U 
looks Jfter gliding-spec ifi c issues w hil st 
EAS SPJns all il ir sports and takes input 
from EGU into its del iberations, which th en 
transl Jte into policy il nd representation at the 
EU level. At EGU we are in the process of 
restructuring the orgJ ni sa ti on to better Illeet 
th needs of European glider pilots, whilst 
EAS fJces th e need to transiti on from J pure­
ly volunteer-based organisation in to J prop­
erly funded, professional, representative 
organisation. At present EAS has an annual 
income of 33,000 eu ros, with which it ca n 
only cover m<li nly vo lunteer officers' travel 
Jnd other expenses and meetings. It needs a 
sma ll full-time staff - maybe only two or 
three - and an offi ce in Brusse ls. The EAS 
Boa rd w ill discuss this in late September and 
for which I hope proposals will emerge for 
debate Jnd Jction by the NJtional Aero Club 
members in April 2004 ilt Ca mbridge. 

Finally 
These developments with EASA represent 
significant unce rtainty and imposed change. 
The BGA is vigorousl y representing th e 
interests of JII UK glider pilots by being 
proactive at the Europea n level. The outcomes 
Jre not yet known and Illay take months if 
not yeil rs to become cleiH, but we shall fi ght 
for reta ining as much as we can oi the 
freedoms thJt we hJve Jlways enjoyed 
irom unnecessmy bureaucracy. 

Further information: th is ."lrlk l<' covers but Ih~ bJ re h(J1l (.'S of 

wh.:l1 js un ing nn. For th e dr,!!! IRs (PMI 2 1 tit PJ II Mi. go to 

\\'"'"":'L·UJ f 'IJ.I '( 'tJ_ ml/ujnmlllr~n"P( J[ '/dlf/~. lfi ·' }'''''''~Llmpff"fTlf'nCt'J ,. I, tm 

For the E,..\ S responSe t() P,If'S 2 1 and M sec w\\'\ \'.,r.;fI(IiIlg. c;o .lIk 

lhe BG~\ will i':';,ll~ (w ther iniorm.1 tiQn to cluh...1nd post II Ih"re 
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MEMBER 

JOINT AVIATION SERVICES LTD 
General Insurance 

STANDARDS COUNOlService with Security 

Probably the largest Sailplane Insurance 

Agency in EurofJe 


With Sailplane clients from all over Europe, all receiving the same high 
standards of service and competitive prices 

Our Policies 1l0W illclude free airside coverage for your car and your syndicate members cars 

JOINT AVIATION SERVICES LTD 

0044 (0)1420 88664 General Enquiries or 


Terry Joint 0044 (0) 1420 88700 (Mobile 0044 (0)7802 708670) 

Be rnadette Pollard 0044 (0)1420 88706 • Facsimile 0044 (0)1 420 542003 


Joint Aviation Services Ltd 

No.8 Old Aylesfield Buildings, Froyle Road, Shalden, Alton, Hants. GU34 4BY 


Or visit our website @ i:Jttp://www.joiltt.co.uk·Oremt.;ljoiltt.twiatioll@virgin.llet 

LX 7000 pro IGC 
• Replacement for LX 5000 FAI 

• New display (160x240 pixel) 
• New design approach: intelligent Varia un it with 
nelN sophisticated varia signal processing 
• Extremely small dimensions (4 inches maximum 
length) 
• Even more user friendly 
• IGC approved fligh l recorder 
• Standard LX data exchange fealures (TP& TSK 
Flight Info) Ful l AAT support (zone and move 

function) and AAT oriented in-flight statistics (distance to go, 
ti me remaining. requ ired speed to reach finish in time) 

• 	 Data and power interface to LX 20 and Colibd (plug and play) 
• 	 Winpilot output 

Options: two seat configuration. remote control , compass, secondary varia ind i­
cators 

• 	 Wiring harness Included £2,999.77 Inc VAT 

ATR 600 Transceiver 

Sole UK Dislribulor for: Sole UK Dislri butor for: 
LX J\lm -;gafirm www. lxnavigl.llio l1 .s l Fils,,}' F/l'CfrOl1ic GmhH www.rilscr-c1ccr ronic.dcLX avionics Ltd 

Certified to JTSO Standard: No LBA.O.1O.91/106 JTSO 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Matching TRT 600 Transponder r\1ode S 
(with Mode A and C), low power con­
sumption, entering production 

NEW 
S7mm diameter ...­ATR 720A . .. "1! 
'00 frequency memory 1. .. 

~ 

I,.. ~,Transceivers . .:.with names 
pi lot adjustable squelch complete '. r '. 

~ , - ..ONLYvoice activated intercom ~ 
accepts most mics £589.00 incl VAT 
150 mA standby 
700g weight 	 electronic variometer only £899.00 Incl VAT 

A few ATR 600 remain at The LX 1605 is Ihe lalesl model (Program version 
£899.00 inc! VAT 3.02) of Ihis aHordable high performance 

electronic variometer (wiring harness included). 
the pre-increase prize of 

ATR 600 £997.57 inc! VAT Add a GPS source (eg Colibri) to give single leg 
Rear Cockpit Control £239.00 Incl VAT navigation and final glide computation 

For gliders with very limited panel space, the NEW 
LX 1600 is ideal, requiring one 57mm hole only!! 

LX 1600 stand alone Varia-speed to fly 
system controlled by PDA 

• Ne'w varia deSign approach 
• Power outpu l for PDA (5V 3A) 
• All commands sent from PDA 
• 	 NMEA inpul and power output for Colibri or LX 20 (plug 

and play) 
• Data exchange PDA - LX 20 or Colibri (TP& TSK. fli ghl 

info) 
• 	Operates with FLY with CE software (purchased sepa­

rately) - only Euro 120 
• Winpilot programme (purchased separately) in 

preparation 
• Wiring harness included 
• PDA (IPAQj NOT included 

• I 

Option: IPAC Mount with 3 axis 
freedom ONLY £42.95 

COLIBRI 
the user friendly flight recorder only 
£619.00 incl VAT 

(The GPS antenna shown in the 
photog raph below can be inslalled 
remotely from the Colibri) 

• Towing out gear 
• Winter instrumen ts 

Contact: John Delafield 07850 950349 or 01865 374125 E-mail: john@fsd.uk.net or your regular supplier 

LX aVIOniCS Ltd prtce list available - on request Add p&p to all prtces Eand OE 
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The Premier Motor Glidin9 School' 
• 	 Courses or by the hour for NPPL 

SLMG & TMG PPL. 
* 	 Bronze C Cross Country & Field 

Landing Checks. 
• 	 Convert your BGA Licence to an 

NPPL SLMG. 
* 	 RT Examination Centre. 

www.enstoneaerodrome.co.uk 
telephone 01608 677208 

~ • 
proud to off r 5, 1 and J0 Day holiday pacleages 

They II1dude • Reno-Tahoe Alrporl Pck-Up and Drop Off - HoI I • Vehicle to u~ whtle at 
Minden - A Two Hour 51 & AlccroH Check • Unlimi cd FlYing Each Doy - A 5 000 QFE 

Tow Eo h Day • Oxygen • Parachu • Borogroph - Bodg Processing 
5 Day Package $ J~099, 7 Days $J,499, JO Days $2, 169 

Your choice of aircro - G 1 03's, 102 s LS3A or DISCUS B MINI NIMBUS B LS4 
E-mail: soarminden@pow rnet.net. W b: http//www.soarminden.com 

Tel: 775 7827627. Fax: 775 7826505 

MAKE YOUR SOAR. G DREAMS OME r UE 
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Alisport sri 
info II@alisport.com 
Ph. +39 (039) 9212128 
Fax +39 (039) 9212130 iEiI~J3 tenax.net 

WWW.ALIPORT. ,OM 

SlLENT & SILENT2 
FAI Cla...oU Sailplanes 

SILENT & SILENT2 
Fuel-lniectad gasoline 
SaIf..Launch version 
with patented 
single-blsde propeller 

SIlENT & SIlENT 2 
13kW Electric 
Self.Launch with folding 
two-blade propeller 

QUICK - BUIW KITS 
with very detailed 
and colour illustrated 
"construction manual" 

CLEVER BOX VARIO SYSTEM
* See our website www.cairaviation.co.uk for details of this 

new exciting variometer system from the same stable as 
the ubiquitous XK 1 0 Vario System 

• 
• 

. , . 
, , , 

I II ' 

from ,. ~ 
~Ir d-,­
Aviation Ltd. 

"You can bank on us" 
XK I 0 "CLUB" VARIOMETER CLEVER BOX VARIO 

£269 £299 
+ New Instruments: PZL Expanded Scale ASI's. 1.5 Turns O-140kts £129, 1.75 Turns 0-200kts £139, PZl Zero Reset Vorios, Flask and Ring, 80mm [Glider) £199, Extended Scale [Motor Glider) 
£199, 57mm (Glider) £219, PZL EZS5 Mini TIS £299, Lunik Mini TIS £259, American Mini TIS £269, Sensitive Altimeters £149-£153, PZL Altimeter £109, Mini Accelerometer £159, CM24 Bullet 

Pedestal Compass £49, LC3 Panel Compass £47, Vertical Card Compass £139 + Surplus Tested Instruments: Horizons with new Solid State Inverter, Ferranti Mk6 £329, Mk 141Coloured Display) 
£409, Mk31 (Coloured Display and Integrol Slip Ball) £499, 80mm Glider rote TIS £114, Smiths Mk20 80rnm Altimeter 6 O'clock Knob, £114, Mini Accelerometers £99 + Radios: Delcorn 960 Panel 
Mount £249, Hond Held £216.90, ICOM A3E £276, Glider Battery Charger £19.90 + BGA Approved "Ottfur" Releases: Original New "Ottfurs' £199, lalest "Ottfur" alternative release for modern 
gliders - Aerotow ON400 series £179, C of GON300 series £219. Exchange OM series £119, ON series £99, Spring Ki" available all series. New "Ottfur Gold" launch Sofely Weak unk Comer £950. 

(AIR Aviation Ltd, Steephill House, Felcot Road, Furnace Wood, Felbridge, West Sussex RH19 2PX Tel: 01342712684 Fax: 01342 717082 
e-mail: colin@cairaviation.co.uk www.cairaviation.co.uk 

FlightMap Offer 
There is a special offer available if you purchase 
FlightMap before the end of November-

FlightMap provides easy-of-use facilities for: 

o Task preparation_ 

Flight display and analysis. 

o Logbook maintenance. 

For details of these facilities and of the special offer, 
visit: 

www.flightmap.co.uk 

Illustration shows the Inspect facility being used to interrogate 
the airspace map layer. Underlying map data is supplied by 
Bartholomew Digital Data. 
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PLATYPUS 


Smirnoff on the rocks 

WH EI\J I t.o ld my British gliding fri ends th dt 

I w as going to take part in ,1 trans-USA glicl­

er r;lCe, the cognosc enti said: "Of course! 

Just like the Smirnoff Derby in the 1970s." 

The real sophisticates amongst them even 

correc tly pronounced Derby "Durrhy" rather 

th an "Dahby". 


In fact, tht' only similarities hetween 
Return to Kitty Havlik (RTKH) and the old 
Smirnolf races w ere that a) sailpl anes were 
used in both cases, and b) the USA is still 
enormous. There the resembl ance eneis. 

In th e '70s, vodka producers were eagt' r 
to promote a newly fashionab le way of 

'Two hours late for dinner' 

g tt ing drunk. Fo r o lder peopl e, vodka's 
advantage over gin or whi sky w as th at it left 
no odour on th e breath, so that after J h,ml 
clay ill th e office you could still pretend you 
had not heen drinking as you lurched 
throu gh the doo r Iwo hours I;ltt' for dinner. 
With kids, vodka W,l Spopul ar hecause they 
could mix it w ith anything since it had no 
strong fl ,wour of its own. Kids liked getting 
cirunk but disl iked th e taste of alcohol. 

Th at WJS me t'llking with my former 
m(t rketing m<l n's hat on, as you Celn see. 
However, as to whv vodka hecame less 
popular later on, ,l;ld th e Derbi es ce,lsed, 
I h,we no clu e. (And no space either' Ed. ) 

Th e first big di ffe rence between th e 
SmirnoH ,lnci RTKH is th at the former invited 
six pilots of World Champ status. Foreign 
vi sitors inc luded Ingo Renner, Helmut 
Reichmil nn and our own tripl e Open Cl ass 
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World Champio n, George Lee. In short, th e 
Smirnoff was an eli te show. By contrast, w e 
RTKH entrants, whil e not exa ct ly a rabbl e, 
were J self-selected bunch of some .. 40-odcl 
MJventurers aciventurers - r,Jnging from 
winners of three World Championships to 
novi ces with few cross-country hours and 
no competiti on experi ence - vvho had th e 
aircraft, time and money for 1,000 gallons 
of [u el. 

In the Smirnoff th e pilots not only h,ld 
free gliders and every travelling comfort lav­
ished on them, but like pri ze fi ghters had a 
purse of $3, 500 presented to Ihem for Iheir 
pains. George Moffat, Open Class "Vorlel 
Chcl mp in 1970 and 1974, twice a Smirnoff 
contestant and my co-pilot for RTKH, Sely, 
this equall ed four months' pay for a school­
teach er, whi h is "vh at he was at th e time. 

The Smirnoff course was not determined 
by the av,] i labi I ity of tow planes Zlt each 
destinati on airport (a s it was wi th RTKH) 
since six pilots coulel be Icl unched by a tow­
pl aile accompanying them at every stage. 
Smirnoff organisers w ere paid professionals. 
RTKH 's devoted band of volunteers will 
have been lucky no t to end up broke. 

Finally, Smirnoff was usually held in M dY. 
RTKH was June 17 to July 4. Wheth er this 
is important I am not sure, but a headline 
I saw in a mid-western newspaper, "Wettest 
June since 1878," suggests that RTKH was 
huge ly unlucky to hit th e worst wea th er 
inl25 years. 

Day one: Crystal, California (near Los 
Angeles) to Jean, Nevada (near Las 
Vegas) - 271 kms 
The first day was expected to be undemand­
ing, so I was Pl. Si nee George kn ew the 
route, w e held agreed h would take us 
through the longer stages. He did that, but 
usuall y at the wheel of the Molor Home from 
Ilel l (of which more in Ih next 5&C .- Ed.) 

Thi . :; tage was straightforward for anybody 
with J 60:1 sai Iplane. From th e start at 
under 13,000ft (Nevada hands arc used to 
(the ground elevation being between 3,000£t 
and 6,000 ft in much of the W 5t) we had to 
make J monstrous glide across feJ tureless 
desert under a blue· skv in dead ,i iI". Some of 
th e smaller glidl'rs suffered mightily - one 
I"e ll ow proudly told me afterwards of his ou t­
landing in ,1 Schweizerl-2() on this d,lY, 

though I think his crew were the real heroes 
if thJt was how he intended to cross the 
USA - ,lnci it w as ,1 comfort to see th em w,w 
below, creeping along at m,lX UD. Over th e 
mountains On th e horizon cumulus fin ally 
bl ossomed and, for those th at reached it, the 
rest was a romp. This promised to be fun. 

Then the news Cdnle in. Gene C lrapetyall 
had been kill ed in his f\SW 27 very cl ose 
to CrystalJir in il n il reil he knew w ell, just 
minutes after th anking the tug-pilot as he 
released from tow. "VVhy docs this sort of 
thing always happen 10 the good guys?" 
lanlt'nted George. Like George, GenE' was 
a skill ed yachtsman who held turned to 
soa ring. Currentl ), th e cause is a mystery 

o 

'Motor Home from He//' 

- th ere was no obvious medi ca l reason, and 
it appears not to have been a routin e st, 11­
and-spin crash. The next dJy at Jea n w~ s 
canc elled, partly out of respect for Gene but 
also to give th e orgd nis rs a ch,lIlce to de,ll 
with the p r, cti c, li ti .s () i th e aftermath, to 
co mmuni ca te with the families ,lnd enquire 
into the acc ident as best they could from 
170 mil es away. Th e fac t that this lost day 
w as a sOJrahle day, and th e next IN,lS nut, 
seems trivial in the tragic context, bUI it W dS 

th e stJrt of what became a grim cycl e of 
deri gs and long-distance trailing. 

It is tough enough running a contest when 
sitting comfortably in your own gliding site 
with your reli able phones, faxes, computers, 
printers to hand, and your familiar b,lnd o f 
experienced helpers, from weil ther-forecasters 
t() tug-pilots and rope-runners. IITldgin e how 
much tougher it is wh en th e entire tea m is > 
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PLATYPUS 


George straps himself into FNX or "Phoenix" - named after its cockpit caught fire (the Weak blue thermals. not going at al/ high. and cruel terrain - these make for subdued 

result of the sun's rays focussed by the canopy) - and rebuilt by Rex Mayes (Platypus) emotions and a longing for an airport. or even a patch of alfalfa (photo: Mike Fox) 

hauling it se lf across hunclr >d of miles - and 
when you, the nrganisers, are ( Iso competing 
pilots in what is suppo ed to be th ev nt of 
a lifetime. O n top of that you pile a terrible 
accident and poor weather. How Jim I~ayne 
and John Ivlurrav - and th eir wives Jackie 
and Lindil - , tCl);ed cheerful to the end 
I clon 't know. PQ(haps they are just consum­
ma te actnrs. But they communica ted th at 
cheerfuln ess to all around. 

Talking of c:hecrfuln ess under fire, spec ial 
menti()n must be made of the scorer Tom 
Tyson. Normall y scorers get a chance to 
sleep during the day after a night at the 
computer. He, however, had to drive all day 
trailing his home behind a small CJ r, find the 
next site and set up his hardware and com­
Illunications b ofort' the competitors ca me in 
with their (frequentl y incompa tibl e) loggers. 

We trailed to Estrella; in fact everyone of 
the five offi c ial cross-countr)' flights was 
followed by a one or more cancelled stages, 
enta iling typi ca lly a400-mile drive. 

Day two: Estrella (Phoenix, Arizona) via 
Ruby Star (near Tucson) to Las Cruces, 
New Mexico - 541 kms 
Yea rs before men fI w into space Holl)/wood's 
top special-eifects artist, Ches ley Bonestell, 
imagined mOOnSGlpeS in whi h mountains 
were like church steeples mil es high. In 
1969 the reellit y turned au! to be less 
sp ' etaeu lar: the peaks were in fJct rather 
flat-chested. Somebody had estimated the 
angles of the shadows wrongly. I believe that 
the inspiration for Boncstcll's pictures came 
from quite lleJ r to the Dream Factory: 
Arizona has moulltains that look spec iall y 
made for "Destinati on M oon". 

This was the best night of th (-' race: the 
longest and the most varied in scenery and 
chJllenge. George was at th e helm, thank 
Heavens. (I had th three easy days.) It was a 
soaring sJ ndwi eh with sOlne juicy American 
meJ t in the middle, but with th e outer layers 
very British ilnd gristly. 

During th e beefy Ameri ca n phase I got 
overconfiden t. Cosy in the baek seil t with no 
nav igation to do in the 200-mile visibility, 

I began ca lculat ing arrival times at' Las 
Cruces. "Taking th e squilre root of the 6.7kt 
climb rate, tillles a iactor of about 31 for th e 
ASH 2.5 , we'll be enjoying our dry Mmtinis 
around 5.45 rml" My sums soon fell apart. 
Far too early in the day, as we made our way 
through the peaks, the lift rapidly faded to 
olle knot. W eak blue th erma ls, not going at 
all high, and cruel terrain - these m<J ke for 
subdued emotions and a longing for an air­
port, or even a patch of alfalfa. Somehow 
we got within range of Dem ing Airport and 
there George scraped up the necessa ry 
altitude for a slow alld majestic arri va l at Las 
Cruces. We don't believe in racing finishes 
into airports we've never seen before. 

Day three: from Texas Soaring 
Association, by-passing Dallas Forth 
Worth, to Eaker - 215kms 
M y turn at the sti ck aga in. Thi s srage was 
straightforward and quite like home. We 
were now over green fi elds and under 
modest but well-organised clouds. We knew 
that after lanciing we had a long drive to 
northwards vi a St Loui s, Mi ssouri, into 
Illinois. This, unlike tht: otht:r long drives 
that bl ighted this trip, was <J t least planned. 
There were no airports with glider-launching 
facilities in the area . 

Day four: Silver Creek Gliderport to 
Indianapolis -306kms 
Ca ll no day a disaster ii the glider ends up 
illtact. However, we did not start till 
3..10pm, long after all others had departed. 
This was directly due to the M otor Home 
from Hell having died outside St Loui s the 
evening before; helpful Silver Creek mem­
bers rescued George and FNX ancl took 
th t'm to the airfield. The motor home was 
fi xed at 2pm after $37.5-worth of attention : 
crew chi ef Mikt, Fox then drove it as fast as 
we dareel. Worse news still when w e 
arrived: Silwr Creek field was so narrow 
th ere had been no room for George to rig 
H-.JX until it was quite eillpty of gliders. So 
when Mike and I arrived, it still had to be 
ri gged and ta p d (l nel all those 12 fiddl y 

hotel I ier connections attJched and safety­
pinned. Not to be done in a hurry! 

Even il 3.10 start should have been ea rly 
enough in norma I weather, but aga i n the 
conditions soon beca me feeb le and utterly 
blue - again, this wa s not US soa ring as 
I had been brought up to expec t. George 
scra tched for three despera te hou rs with 
sufficient tenac ity to be Jwarded British 
citizenship. However, this did not prevent us 
landing at a farm strip 30 miles short, with 
an exc iting moment as we chased Chris 
Woods ' motor home down the field in a 
cloud of dust. Chris had suddenly rea li sed 
our intentions and stepped on the gas. 

We enjoyed Chris 's beer: he owed us. 
I talked with the farmer 's w ife about the 
time to pl ant winter wheat and veg tables. 
The sun set behind three di stant anvils. 
Then the fields fill ed with dancing iireilies. 

I almost forgave the bloody Inotor hom 
for our being there. 

Day five: from Caesar Creek Gliderport 
to Gallia-Meigs, Ohio - 170kms 
This day was again the now fJm iliar weak­
weather struggle, exc pt with more trees 
than I am used to. People kept gelting down 
to l ,OOOft or less above the ground, even in 
25-metre ships, while push ing into a south­
easterly headwind. I felt quite at home. 

This turned out to be the lilst offi ' ial race 
day. The terrain from Gallia-Meigs to the 
next port of ca ll, New astle, Virginia, was 
absolutely covered in trees and was not an 
official contest stage. We traile.d, yet aga in . 
However, one young pilot soared to N ew 
Castle in a so lo motorglider, displaying 
con fid 'nee (fa r more than I would do) in the 
readine, of engines to fire up on demand . 
The nex t day at New Castl e it just poured, 
without cea se. mdbird@dircon.co.uk 

(To be conlinu'd) 

The Platypus P.1Pt" '5: fifty y 1 ( of powPrles, pilowge 

ihJrdbJck, 160 p,lges . l 00 Peter Fuller c.1 rtoonsl 

co'!s £ 19.95 £3.50 p&p. let 0208 748 (,3 44 

or buy e urt'l y Oil line .:I I \v\-\'\v.c; liding co.uk 
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DG has revamped its 800 for both 
competitions (loads of water) and 
clubs (an easy 'first flaps' glider) 

UNTIL now, the pure glider version of 
the DC-800 series, the -800s, has 
been overshadowed by the self­

launcher' versions. Ten yeJrs ago, this 15/18­
metre flJPped glider was presented as J com­
binJtion of the DC-SOO motorglider's wings 
with tht' slightly modified, ~Iim fuselage or the 
DC-600, whose wing moulds were lost afler 
a iire in th (then still Glaser-Dirks) factory. 

Although uccess ful in competitions from 
the start (RoneId Termaat of the Netherlands 
came fifth in Ihe 15-Metre Worlds with the 
prototype shortly <liter its maiden flight) it 
was nol advertised Illuch becJuse the factory 
was busy building lots of DC-BOO A Jnd I) 

motorgliders. In iac t, onl y 56 DC-BOOs hulls 
have b en built over the I,lst 10 years. 
Nevertheless, it has profited from the many 
modific<ltions D deve loped for the DG-SOO 
and -SOOB to improv " safety and perfOrrllJnce. 

Left: the NOAH system; roger hook behind the headrest 
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Now two new, improved versions are going 
into production at Bruchsal: the DC-BOSs 
Classic and Competition. The latter's maiden 
ilight was in March this year and immediately 
afterwards Ralf Fischer and Claus Triehel 
won the Berlin International competition at 
Lusse with the prototype. 

The milin difference between the new 
Competition and older versions is its higher 
wJterballilst capacity. With a relatively big 
wing area the DC-800s has alwilY been 
excellent in weak conditions, but pilots 
missed the possibility to fly it with very high 
wing-loJdings on good days. A new ballast 
system, which takes lip to 237 litres in six 
tanks, four in the wings and two in the 
fuselage, now permils a max take-off weight 
of 600kg for the lS-metre version, providing 
a possible wing-loading range of 29.4 to 
50kglm2. Flown with 15-metre tips (which 
were nol available when I tri ed it) the max 
take-off weight is limited to 570kg due to 
th e minimum speed requirements for 
certification. This means a possible wing­
loading range from 32 .4 up to 53.4kglm2. 

The four-part, double trapezoid wing has 
7.25m-long inner se "t ions, with eJch wing 
containing two ballast tanks; the inner 
ones have 60 I itres capacity, the outer ones 
37 litres, filled through valves underneath. 
The two fuselJge tanks have 30 litres' 
capacity and 13 litres. 

The tC1nks' positions and capacities form 
two separJte systems, each of which ca n be 
dumped separately to keep the c of g in the 
correct pl,Ke, so there are only two dump 
levers . The only disadvantage is if that if you 
aren't going to launch with either the one, 
the other, or both systems filled, you have to 
check the handbook table to find the correct 
amounts of ballast ,lnci to meJsure it carefully 

before filling. The cheaper Classic version 
has wing bags with either 125 or 175 litres 
total capacity and a fin tank. 

Although it comes JS 15-metre hull with 
lS-metre tips, the DC-SOSs can also be 
ordered with one-piece 1B-metre wings. This 
may save about 3kg of weight ,lnd a bit of 
money, but yo u will need a longer, more 
expensive tr<liler. 

The Competition's fuselage now hJS a nea t 
solution for bugwipers; illStead of being 
in stalled in the airflow around the fu selJge 
they are parked in small recesses and so are 
aerodynamically clean. There are also 
optional so lar panels in the fuselage behind 
the canopy to recharge the batteries. 

An internal structural modification hJS 
strengthened the cockpit and, unlike the 
OC- BOOR where this meant a narrower 
seC1tpan, the engineers managed to strengthen 
the -SOOs 0 kpit without losing space. 

etting out of the seat in an emergency, 
which is alreJdy easy, hJS been helped by 
the "NOAH" emergency exit system, which > 

The cockpit, with the low side wa.lls typical of DG gliders 
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FLIGHT TEST 


Electronic bllgwiper system concealed behind the seat 

~ inflates the ,eat cushion. lifting the pilot 
above the cockp it wa ll. The standard sea t 
ufJho lstery can also be delivered with 
Dynafoam filling. 

The backrest w ith int Qrated headrest is 
adj ustab le to thret' posi ti~J/ls on the ground 
and also in flight b), using I n ihfi,llahle <lir 
cushion . l.ike me, f\,llf seemed not to li ke 
this Iwciluse it gives i\ sli ghtly "unstable" 
feeling when )'ou move in the scat. O therwise 
the 5(:'at is vcrI' comfortahl " even for tall pilots. 

On the left cockpit welll the flap (b la ·k) 
and airbrake (bluel levers are mounted on a 
common pu hrad in e<1sy rea ch. The fl aps 
can be set to the positions L, + 13Q

, + I 00, 
+so, 0°, _5°, and _9°, and a sawtooth locking 
plate Jllows the lever to snap into the next 
positive posit ion when pulled backwards. 
When the ,l irbrakt' lever is pulled back and 
th t' fl ap lever is in ,1 negative pos iti on, th 
fI , ps an:. wken with it towMds positive set­
tin gs, ensuring that there Gln no "negative 
flaplfu ll airbrakes" configura tion with high 
stall speeds shoul d tht' pilot forget to set the 
fl aps correctl}, or the landing. 

The airbrake lev r, which also operates the 
hydrau lic wheelbrake, is equipped with the 
new "Piggott hook" to prevent the brakes 
opening i( th I' are not lockedorrectl y 
before launch ing. DC has added anoth er, 
oppos itel oriented, sawtooth huok ilt the 
fully open nel o( the lev r to serve as a 
parking brake. The underca rriage leve r has 
also h en changed to make easier to gri p 
w ith a clear lock ing po ition. On th e ri ght 
cockpit wall are only the fresh air ventilation 
knob, wh ich opens the nozzle in the canopy 
front, and the two waterhallast va lve levers. 

vVith mc <l hoard, no W<l ter in th e tanks 
ilnd the til il battery instJlled, the Competiti on 
prototype weighed about 375kg (wing-load­
ing 31. 75 kg/ml), with a relati vely tail-he3vy 
C of C pos iti on. For take-off, no miltter 
wheth er w inch or aerotow, the fl aps drE' set 
to + 1 (] '. , and th ere i, no neeci to switch 
them to improve ilileron efficiency during 
the initial ground run (in very strong and 
gusty crosswinds on aerotow going from _5 ° 
to +1 Dc might be sensible) . nlis makes the 
DC idea l to introduce "verage cluh pilots to 
their fi rst flapped glider. 

I tri ed dn ' arlier DC- SOO on th e w inch 
som years ago Jnd b th lau nch methods 
,lI"' "<l s)" with good •. nei clOJr co ntrol 

HOllsing for bllgwipers. and optional solar panels fitted 

OG-808s "Competition" 

Span (m) 15 18 

Wing area (m2) 10.68 11.81 

Length (m) 6.58 "6.58 

Win g aspecl r81io 21.07 27.43 

Empty weight (kg) 272 276 

Max AUW (kg) 570 600 

Min wing ro adi ng (kg/m2) 33.0 30.1 

Max wing loading (kglm2) 53.4 50.8 

Best gtide at 525kg 45 @64kt 50 @59kt 

Max Walerbaltasl (kg) 239 239 

Min sink @ 340kg 0.55mMli79knvh 0.47m1s@75knv"h 

ligures from the manufacturer Ivww.dg-f/ugzeugbau. de 

reaction s and an excellent view from the 
cockpit. When I tested the sta ll behaviour in 
the flap s ttings 0°/+10°11 ilnd L, the firstC 

buffeting, combi n d with c soft control feeli ng, 
occurred at 38136135/34kt lAS, w ith Lhe nose 
continuously rising and increasing buffeting 
until the minimum speed was reached at 
36/34/33/32 kt. Pulling the stick back further 
resu lted in a staggering stall Cl nci eventual 
wing drop. Opposite rudder and easing the 
sti ck forward stopped thi s immediJtely. With 
th t' fl aps set to L and the airbr'lkcs open, the 
DC-BOBS showed th e Silille beh,wiour with 
increas ing ha king beginning ilt 39 kt until il 
minimum sp ed of 35kt was reached. 

The ro ll rates for the 45" bank change 
were 3. 8 seconds at 57 kt (or th e 0° flap 
sett ing and 4.3 seconds at .51 kt w ith the 
fl aps at + 10°. Combined with an excellent: 
control harmony - best at .5 1 kt with + 10° 
fl ap sell ing <1nd at 49kt with 0°, thi s 
l8-metre glider appe,Hs re,llly handy and the 
contro l forces ,He' signifi cantly lower than in 
the earli er DC-BOO versions. 

At high speeds the -808s is very stab le 
with increas ing cont ro l forces; the ai leron 
forces, in par ti culdr, becomE' qu ite high 
when approaching the V,'\F of I 46kt. 

Thermalling is fun and JS easy at about 
43kt, wi th +·IY fl aps and 30e bank in smooth 
thermil ls or 4B-50kt, ilnd + 10"/45" bank in 
stronger, turbulent lift. With its low w ing­
loading, the unbJllasted DC-SORs rmnilges 
to oLitcl imb most other gliders and Ralf 
Fischer· bE' li eves that it does not appear to be 

Waterballast is filled throllgh !Joles behind the wheel 

disadvantaged compared to competitors with 
sma ller w ing surfaces when ballasted 
to the max take-orf weight of nOOkg. 
Thi s bigger wing-loading range, w ith the 
main adv,l ntage at the " lower end", might 
sometimes make the difference between 
getting home and landing out. 

The fl ap position/speed connection is 
quite good and trimmed to 46kt at + 13°, the 
DC accelerates to 51 kt at + 10°, 54 kt at +5 °, 
62 kt at OQ, 70kt ilt-S O and 81 kt at _9°, and 
the speed goes back to 40kt with the fl aps 
set to L. There's a fin e aid to find the best 
flap setti ng for the speed flown J different 
w ing-load ings; a " flaps to set" ring around 
the ASI like J MacCready speed-to-fly ring. 
After the ring is turned so th at the w ing­
load ing i c t the ASI 's "0" mark, the optimal 
flap setting can be read above the A I pointer 
tip. A device such as this makes using opti­
mal fl aps easy - and not onl), (or b ginners. 

To test the bi g, two-bladed Schempp-Hirth 
airbrakes, I trimmed to 49kt at L, and the 
speed increas cJ to 57kt when th ey were 
tu ll y open, whi ch is fine as there's no trim 
change needed for the approach. Side­
slipping is also easy and cont ro llab le. 

Lowering the w heel gives a clea r (and visi­
ble) fee ling of locking w hen the lever is 
swung towa rds the cockpit wall. The bas ic 
approach speed is about SOk t, and th very 
effective brakes all ow ext remely steep 
approaches. The landing is fully held off in 
the two-point attitude, and th e flaps and low 
w ing- loading resu lt in a lower touchdown 
spt'ed than in most modern Standard Class 
competiti on gli ders. The undercarriage is 
well sprung and damped, and the wheel brake 
effective. There is no signi ficant tendency to 
"nod on to the nose" < nd scratch th e glider's 
be ll y, either. The ail ron efficiency is still 
excell ent in the L flap position, so in normal 
weather th ere is no need to change the fl ap 
setting aiter touchdown . 

Whi Ie the "old" DC--8()()s hJS not been 
built in great numiJers, it has competed we ll 
in many competiti ons. With the changes 
now introduced for -S08S, it wi II probably 
become a we ll -loved, successful rac ing 
glider. And, as it's so easy to fl y, it is ,,/so 
vcry attrac tive for clubs w ho want to offer J 
competiti ve flapped lS/18-metre glider. 

Text anr/ photos: JochPn [w<lld 
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fly the Vale of York 

• Brilliant site. Tarmac & grass runways. No airspace restrictions. 2 Pawnee tugs. 2 winches 
• 3 x 2 seat training gliders. 3 x single seat. 2 motor gliders for faster glider training. Approved site for 
glider pilot NPPLSLMG • Plenty of caravan and trailer spaces. Full time staff 7 day operation 
• 5 day courses £330 • fixed price to solo £895 (winch & aerotow) 

.'. 

Rufforth Airfield, York Tel: 01904 738694 www-users.york.ac.ukl-mdc1/ygc.html 

York Gliding 
Centre 

Ozee Flying Suits 
Tried and tested throughout the UK and beyond the Ozee flying suit has become an important part of the glid­

er pilots winter wardrohe. Whether YOll are gliding at 20,000 feet or part of the ground crew an Ozee suit will 


keep you warm and dry. 

Thermal lined to withstand freezing temperatures • Breathable and waterproof outer fabric 


Available in 8 sizes and made to measure service • Available in 3 styles and many colours 


Prices start from .£95.00 inclusive of VAT • Visit our web site @ www.ozee.co.uk 

For colour broc/:Jure contact 

Ozee Leisure 
RIO 497 London Road, Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex SSO 9LG. TeVFax: 01702 435735 

Glider refinishing in Poland • Superb quality • Unbeatable prices 

www.refinish.biz 

BGA approved • 5 week turnaround • Easy delivery • ( of A included • 40 satisfied customers 

Contact Steve Crabb on +44 (0)7710 442742 (uk) +48 (0)71 3481043 (Poland) or email info@refinish.biz 
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MADRID 
~ 

IT SEEMED. a bit daunting. It was six yea rs 
since my wife, Trish, and I had vi si ted 
Fuentemilanos with a K-6E and even then 

only 520km had been fl own, well short of 
th , 750 I had planned. I had been told at 

was mounting. Radio failed only days before 
depart.ure. Three days were spent attempting 
to solve the fault, which was traced to the 
usual terrible glider wiring. My thanks to 
Tony and Margaret Chalon and Tim 

Opposite and below: Adrian Emck in his K-6e. 36, near 

Lasham, photographed by the White Planes picture co. 

Above left: 36 at Fuente. seen against the hills where 

Adrian flew 750km. Above: Adrian s wife Trish gelling 

Fuentemilanos that ;J pilot can mnke three 
mistakes on a 300km, two on a 00, one 
on a 7S0, and no mistakes on a 1,000km. 

"And a 750 in a K-6?" I asked. 
"Su rely, that is a mistake! " was the repl y. 
Good prepJl'ation was essential (see 

Com(ort is the key, overl eaO. If a UK 500km 
was poss ible at 59km/h in Bhrs 34mins, 
surely with Spain producing one-third better 
conditions, the 250km extra added up to a 
750? Unfortunately, I had sold our K-6E to a 
Mr Itoh in J;Jpan before a second season's 
att~'mpl, and tak n d livery of an LSB. 
Despite competiti on maniil fulfill ed and 
exhausted with th LSB, a UK 750 was 
attempted nine tim es in it. Graham Garnel 
had shouted down the supper table at my 
last Overseas Nationals in the LSB at Oca na: 
" You would do better in a K-6!" Well , he 
had a point. So a K-6E it was to be. 

John Halford of Dorset GC sold me an 
immaculate K-6E with only 60hrs, 
re-covered in Germany in 1999, all white 
- an essenti,tI requi rement for merci less 
Sp,1I1i sh sunshine. lain Evans ompleted a 
new trailer in ea rl y April 2003. By now, 
pressure for technica l and test completion 

r---.___~--~__--~__J---__~~·_~Km 
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Newport-Peace. But the Dit lel could change 
channels all by itself. ("This is the BBC World 
Service ... ") Amazing. Even tually, I cottoned 
on that the trim lever on the front of the stick 
pressed directl y on the channel push buttons 
in what was otherwise a well laid out instru­
ment panel. The excellent XK1 0 vJrio was 
just as good as I rememb red irom my previ­
ou s K-6E, CES, in whi ch I fl ew my Diamond 
distJllce in July 1996 (/t doesn't hJve to be 
glass, April-May 1997, p81 ) 

Flight preparation in Spain 
July 6, 2003, the iirst day after our arrival 
ill Fuente, was possibly a 1 ,000km day. But 
it had to be a day of rest for me after three 
clays of harcltri.1Velling. Experience has 
shown that you should not rush to ily, 
however tempted. 

Day two, July 7: I had forgotten that my 
light wooden ClAt would be tossed about 
in monster lift and sink, and was airsick on 
the way Lo EI Barco cas tl e Jnd Jbandoneci 
the fli ght, halfwJY to Gormaz. Completing 
onl y 377 km in five hours, my prospects of 
a 750 now seemed remote. 

The third day, July 8, still feeling under ;,:­

ready to launch in Spain (photos: Adrian Emck) 

Ihe While Planes piclUre co. 

8eNnga de Ouero~A/mazan 
ifiili;";"I.,.,., 
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ACOMFORTABLE 750KM 

> the we~ther, I missed a good morning, with 
a late ·1.~10pm launch to start at Otero de 
Herreros, which nestles at the foot of the 
mountains. Two of the three castle turning 
points, EI Barco and Gormaz, were again 
fami liarised. EI Barco was reached, and 
I thermal led on ly three times in 122km. 
(502km ilt 87.3km/h, a second Spanish K-6F 
500km). My improved prospects helped my 
confidence to grow accordingl y. 

The fourth day, july 9, was clearly blue 
<1nd I rapidly fell down after SO minutes 
- when the vultures gave up. The wing skid 
was missing so a new ilerodynamic skid had 
to be whittled from iln old wood pallet. (The 
tug pilot found the orig inal on the runwJY 
two days later where it had wilted off in the 
heat). I took the opportun ity to fit extra-wide 
Mylar uver the massive 30mm gap between 
aileron Jnd wing underside, and this 
redu ced vibr,ltion between 80-90kt, and 
improved low-speed handling. 

Afandi Darlington will be JPproached for 
K-6 wing lets fur next seJSOn, for in june I 
sputted a K-7 with winglets, towing out from 
UpJvon. I was sorely tempted to throw aWilY 
hard-won height to come down for luok Jt 
this new weapun, but it saw me, turnecl un 
its cluaking device, and clisappearecJ. 

The flight 
The fiflh day - July 10 - looked promising. 
Aliln Purnel, who has accumu lated six 
monlhs' flying at Fuentemilanus, made the 
IJrJctical plJnning possible. When I took uff, 
the original "three-Cilstle" route that he 
helped me plan five yea rs before, was sti ll 
stuck to the map. 

The vulture kept perfeci station on my 
lower wing as I climbed near the Otero de 
Herreros start. Confirmation from this 
consummate professional I.hc1l I was perfectly 
centred was a good omen. 

My planned route had two major problems, 
on the first and last legs, assuming th at no 
elementary errors were made on the second 
and third legs. The route tu Berlanga is a fast 
run down the mountains once you have 
overcome the dauntin ' (for wood) San Tome 
gap, but the mountains ki cking off early 
thermals give way to the plain - and no 
thermals. You glide out into perfectly st ill air 
dnd I,wd, or you learn from experi ence 
and take J holding pattern (D see when 
indications of blue thermal first appear on 
track. There is a real chance of landout on 
Ihis first leg and you have to keep your 
nerve when you look hack up the mountains 
you have just left. 

The next two legs, EI Barco and Gormaz, 
in the bes t lift of the day are a Clive james 
endurance rollercoJster. I wish d I had five­
way straps as the waist belt rides up when 
shoulder straps are tightened, failing to 
prevenl my h ael bouncing off the canopy. 
EI Barco is often in "clodgy air", say local 
pundits, su the height advantage had to be 
kept - just in case. 

Between thermals, it was pleasing to 
glance down and see un the Garmin GPS 
that Gormaz, at 130 clicks away, had an 
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The Sierra de Guadarrama range, along which Adrian 

flew for his unofficial 750km (Adrian Emck) 

indicated arriva l lime of 57 minutes. 
Lift increased noticeably higher in the 

thermal. The K-6 would tend to arrive lower 
than the best operating height of between, 
say, 9,000ft and 6,000ft above airfi eld 
heigh t. My glide angle of 34 to 1 often left 
m at 4,500ft or lower with a 2kt climb 
advantage lost, so good tactical flying was 
needed to reach thermals at 6,OOOft or higher. 

The 1,1Ilding-out risk increases on the final 
leg from Gormaz to home, as conditions 
weaken. The two larg strings-of-sausage-like 
cloud convergence, about 30km long,pointed 
more or I s, on track, but were really wide 
apart. The sun, now rapidly retreat ing 
towards the horizon, caused the up-sun 
sausage shadow to destroy the th rmal source 

'You see more of the country 
from a K-6 because you are 

always pointing at the ground' 

of my down-sun sausage. I was now far too 
low. limbing from below 3,000 ft QFE in 
weak 1-2kt was vital to reach in tact, tronger 
lift nearer cloudbase, but it seemed agonis­
ingl y slow after being spoilt with hours of 
6kt average lift. Patience (and the climbing 
ability of the K-6) is a virtue . 

Ultra-conservative by now and keeping 
near cloudbilse, I found that m)' chosen 
sausage was now spitting light rain. The 
clouds to mv far le(t over the Sierra 
Guadarram~ looked absolutely black, but 
katabatic wind down the mountain boosted 
my track. I soon arrived 35km (rom home at 
9,000ft above airfield !leigh!, allowing me 
the luxury o( going around my start point at 
Otero de Herreros to add an unscheduled 
extra 12km. I was tempted to go un to Avi la 
and clock up 800km, but burnt up height 
instead at 1OOkt. Well, enough is enough. 
Time in the air C)hrs 16mins. Th e final 
distance flown was 772km in 8hrs 44mins. 

Debriefing 
The stamina needed for another nine hours 
of flying the next day was not tested. Trish 
hJd alsu had a long flight, so we were 
reduced to monusyllables sitting on the 
Sierra Guadarrama, where a medicinal jug 
uf sangria was ordered to aid recovery. 

Unexpectedly, my right pectoral muscle 
was sore for the next three days from pushing 
the stick to mainlain speed between thermals. 

An Jnswer wou ld be to a Iter the trim 
dynamics to reduce high-speed pressure. 

Though ti red , but in perfect comfort after 
the nine-hour fli ght: the sea t shell I made (as 
described opposite) did the job and more. 
Those who dismiss the argument that sea t 
comfort improves flight safety mill' be other­
wise convinced by th e implications of thi s 
flight in a notoriously uncomfortable glider. 
You only have to loo~ at the lengths taken 
by my friend "Mr Two-Metre Man" Holger 
Wetzel to see the importance he places on 
comfort. At 6ft 7in he flew a FAil ,OOOkm 
triangle in his LS4 last year. I)ilots phone him 
from all ilruund Germany for advice un 
adapt ing their glider to suit their needs. 

In spite of my efforts to reduce cockpit 
noise, it was still almost intolerable. 
Silencing the air vent with a muffle the 
previous day had reduced volume. But the 
earp lugs just cou ld not be reached in the 
glider pocket. An app le was quickly gnawed 
into a plug and inserted. It worked perfectly, 
but got firmly stuck and had to be extracted 
afterwards by Trish with army tweezers. 
Apple earp lugs are not recummended when 
camping. Ants enter an ear cavity attracted 
by app le juice, so washi ng out with wilter is 
recommended immediately post flight. Even 
without an apple to attract, a fighting earwig 
entered my broth r's ear while camped in 
Can,lda and he was evacuated for medical 
treatment. BUlthat is another story ... 

Postscript 
Conditions for the period, accurding to 
Antonio our CFI, were as guod as he cou ld 
remember. Bruno from Switzerland comp leted 
a 500km in K-6cR, and a DG-800 completed 
five consecutive 1 ,000kms. Veterans began 
to c dopt a vacant 1,000km stare. Conditions 
from then until we left were onlv fair. We 
were very lucky to have the Big W eek at the 
beginning, so we could relilx afterwards, 
with Tr ish hav ing well-earned priority to fly. 

The unofficial 750 fli ght is not valid - the 
BGA 750km Diploma has to be flown in the 
UK - but a special diplomJ from Fuente was 
much appreciated. I wi ll not take up Peter 
Hearne's kind suggeslion to fly the whole 
tilsk again in an SG-18 primary, but what of 
a proper UK 7501 At 59km/h this wou ld 
require 13.3hrs flying time, including tow. 
The problem, as always, is the very slow 
(30km/h or less) first and last hours when 
thermals weaken. A Span ish FAil ,OOOkm 
at 88km/h would tilke 11.361m (1 ·1.75hrs, 
including tow). To attempt it, that screech ing 
venti lat Jr must be si lencecl for good. 

We rigged on arrivill, and de-rigged on the 
last dJy. Trish and I did not land out. VVho 
needs a motor? VVho needs a glass ship? 
Anyway, you see much more of the Spanish 
countrys ide from a wouden glider because 
you are alwilYs pointing at the ground. 

Special thanks to: Alan Purnel, Rov 'ross <lno a hungry 

Mike Gee, who oelayed his supper to louk at the Irace; 

to Tim I cwport·Peace; ttl 1'v1ik , Fripp and to Darren 

POllan. A very spcc ia lthanks 10 Trish , w hose p lanning 

~lnd enthusiasm made it happen 
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DISCOMFORT CHART 
Without wearing shell or adding small improvements 

f:d,.-emc dlscornl 
(Jic,.-ious in,crlcrer'rce wflh ...", fO ", ..,."J. 
Must land imm.Jlafely 

Uncomfortable 
(decision making dlfected) 

COmfortable 
J -4 5 

Hour-s Hyt"g ""'" 

DISCOMFORT CHART 
Wearing shell and adding small Improvements to Qircroh 

Uncomfortoble 
(decIs ion moluno aH.ctt:dJ 

Comfortable 
• 5 

Hour. ,trine Um_ 

Left: A "discomfort chart" 

based on Adrian 's own 

experience of flying the 

K-6 without wearing the 

seat shell he designed 

or adding small improve­

ments as outlined in the 

text betow 

Left: A "discomfort chart" 

based on Adrian 's own 

experience of flying the 

K-6 while wearing his seat 

shell and having made 

small improvements to 

assist pilot comfort 

Diagrams enhanced 

by Steve Langland 36 is a number last seen on Adrian 's LSB. which he bought after selling K-6E CES 

Comfort is the key 

Adrian's flight was possible only 
because he made pilot comfort 
central to his planning. He 
outlines the factors that helped 
him spend nine hours in the air 

Seat comfort W.lS the most important 
si ngle consideration. It ca nnot be overst.lted. 
A 750 would take nine hours of sitting in the 
same pOSition. Imagine not leaving your 
office or car sea t for nine hours. How would 
you feel at the end of it? My ea rli er K-6 was 
dire; the LS8 sitting pos ition was only made 
comfortable with Illy shell that fitted 
between parachute and spine (see: Sitting 
Comfortably? December 2002-January 2003, 
p28). Thi s shell had transferred very success­
fully to a Discus for the L. shJm Regionals 
last year. But would it be as comfortable in a 
old -fashioned, sit-up-and-beg, K-6? Six-hour 
UK flights quickly proved that the shell 
transfer to the K-6 exceeded .lII expectations 
of comfort. I SJici in 5&C last year that th e 
seat shell should b(~ (or one glider, one 
parachute, one pilot onl),. In the light of 
overwhelming empiri ca l evidence this view 
has now changed. With J different para­
chute, I hopped in and out of thr different 
glid rs with tlw same shell with equal 
success. This opens up the realistic option of 
a dedicated shell taken from glider to glider. 
But does it have to b dedicated to th e 
shape of the individual's back? Tri sh flew the 
K-6 at Fuenle wearing Illy shell with remark­
ab le com fort. Her longest fli ght wearing the 
shell was four hours; th e only problem was 
her arm not cl e ring th wider shell width 
when pulling th e air brake lever. Whil st the 
dedicated sh II must be the best solution, 
this ev idence should exc ite manufac turers 
with the poss ibi I ity of producing J sel'ies of 
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standard sizes that CJn be flight tested by 
pilots before purchase. 
. Feet and legs: Another vital improvement 

carried forward from th e LSil was rudder 
pedol design. Some designs such as the LS8 
have a straight bar, but your knee must bend 
to clear the instrument panel Jnd this cranks 
the (oat sale to ensure most pressure is 
ploced on the outside foot of the rudder 
peddle bar, resulting in painful asymmetric 
pressure on the inside knee. This discomfort 
ca n be so eas il y and cheaply overcome with 
a wooden paddle which cranks th e so le 5-7" 
so foot pressure is spread over severJI square 
centimetres instead on just one painful 
square centimetre on the outside of th e rool. 
(Kim Tipple found the cranked 
paddles I fitted in the LS8 very comfortable 
at the Standard Class l'\Ja tionals). 
Knee problems for many pilots are further 
exacerbated as they press hard on both 
pecl'l ls at once in times of str 55. (At 400ft 
with the wheel down while attempting to 
therrml Jway from a field nea r Didcot, acid 
teeth grinding to the equation). The K-6e 
bars are straight, but have a better ped81 
action, which exercises the whole leg and 
has an oval bar to spread the load slightly. 
To improve this better design further, simple 
wood paddles with a S° cran k were 
designed Jnd eaSi ly filted. 
o Sound: High-speed trial s near Lasham at 
80-90kts (the inter-therm,d speed I would 
need in Spain ) proved that the noise level 
would be unacceptably tiring for nine hours. 
An answer was to route a 4mm x 4mm 
ch.lnnel in the canopy frame .lnd insert draft 
exc luder that could compress into the 
channel during expansion. This eliminated 
the ghastly whistle close to the ear. The 
remaining source of noise, looking like a 
battered ashtray, was the air vent, into which 

I put a piece of sheepskin, but the demented 
howl proved more difficult to neutr8lise. 
Earpluos were ·till nec:ess<1 ry . 
:l Sun: Sp<1nish sun is merciless . Sunglasses 
with a wraparound for peripheral vision 
were vital, as well as J hat, to prevent my 
iace muscles squinting to reduce light and 
causing a headache. 
1-1 Sight: The comfort that sunglasses aiforded 
conflicted directly with Winpilot operation. 
The Winpilot information on the IPAQ 
screen proved to be nearly unreadabl e 
unless d,lrk glasses were removed. The LCD 
liquid crystal display has beell with us since 
th t' I960s but is only 10-1 S per cent 
efficient in converting C' nergy into light. 
However new OLED screen. (organic light­
emilling diode) convert el1€'rgy tu light much 
more efficiently, and open up much bri gh ter 
clearer graphic display des ign. I predict with 
certainty the introduction of an OLED 
screen, which brightens automati ally when 
leaving cloud cover for sunshine. But don't 
hold your breath, only $230m OLEO world 
sa les this year, "vith $.1b illinn predicted by 
2009 (p5 Economist Technicli Quarterly, 
June 21, 20U3). 
o Peeing: The need for water and th e risk of 
dehydration have .l I reJdy been wei I covered 
by S&C. Likewise, Pee Planning Prevents 
F'iss-Poor Periormance. I remember reaching 
Didcnt one cold spring day and discovering 
my boxer short were on back tn front. .. 
I bel ieve that in the last three hours of J 
nine-hour flight, minor irritations would 
increJse to the point that you arc tempted to 
land at i1 11 costs. Leaving safety impli cJtions 
as ide, effort to reduce cumulative discomfort 
- however minor or trivial- will h,lV(, a dis­
proportionate impact on the flight outUlllP. 
Remember, you may have to fly the 
whole nine hours agJin the next dayl 
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28TH WORLD GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Doubles all round 


All the winners. Above left the British contingent. Above righl. the Standard Class team - "Baldrick" (Pete Mason). 

the champion Andy Davis and his wife Pami; Mike Young; and (front) "Wooki" (Lukasz). team GB's Polish helper 

At Leszno this year, Andy Davis 
joined the elite group of pilots 
wlith more than one Gold medal. 
Helen Evans aSked how he did it 

A
NDY Davis was liv ing every rac ing 
pilot's dream. It was th e last d, y of 
th e Wor ld Ch<l mpionships, and just 

past the second turnin g poi nt he had beaten 
as w ell as psyched out hi s ri va ls. Now he 
was draggi ng th e Stand,mi Class gaggl 
back to Leszno, knowi ng that he had already 
won. He was the first over the finish line 
- and, a decade after ea rning his first Gold 
meda l, made certain of his second. 

Yet it was a victory that might never have 
been. Hard as it is to believe w hen you see 
him today, just four yea rs ago he wa s so 
di spi rited th at he wondered w hether to 
aba ndon competitive glidi ng. The . to ry of 
how he iought back and won Go ld aga in 
- after top ten p lac ings in every Worlds, bar 
one, since 1989 - conta ins a vita l lesson for 
Jny pilot w ho W<l nts to achi eve their goa ls, 
however ambitious or humble those mi ght 
be. It doesn' t m,ltter how good you are or 
how hot your hip is - if you lose your 
mot iva ti on you' ll go nowhere. But get th at 
ri ght, ,)!ld you can bea t the wo rl d's best. 

" Initi ,lll y, w hen you're chaS ing after a goa l 
such JS w inning the VVorlds, Yll U ca n be 
reall y ha rd-nosed about it." says Andy, 
w hose internat ional ca re r began in 198 1 
at the ,l ge of 19, inc luded a Sil ver in 1989 
and involves il yin 12 consecuti ve Worlds. 
" But having achieved the goa l, it's very 
diffi cult to retai n the motiva tion to make the 
necessary sacrifi ces - not just your personal 
ones, bu t evcryon el "s. Things li ke no t 
having family ho lidcys - or missi ng watching 
your son growing up." 

After he won at Borl ange, Sweden, in 
1993, personal c ircumstances undermined 
hi s defence of the Litle in 1995 . In 1997, 
bea tin g the French among their ow n 
mOllntains il t St Auban was never an option; 
and in 1999 Jt Bayreuth in Germany he h<ld 
a poor resul t, coming 11 th o " Having done 
bad ly at Bayreuth," he says, " I wondered 
whether I had the motiva ti on and confidence 
to w in after all - w hether it was worth it." 

But before th e 2001 Worl ds at M afikeng 
he bega n to pi ck up. M at, his son by his fi rst 
marri age, was showing an int resL in gli d ing 
and Pam i, his second w ife, was a great 
help. " I needed to fee l that we were cloi ng 
something that we as a fa rn il y wan ted to 
achieve," says Andy. "Pa mi 's enthusiClsm 
and support , more than Jnyth ing else, 
persuaded me that I could do it. And once 
the moti va ti on came back, my fl y ing just got 
better and better." He bega n to rea li se that 
hi s two-sea ter cross-country coaching was 
da mag ing hi s oillpetiti on fl y ing - making 
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In their contest-winning gliders, Jez Hood (top, LS8) and Andy Oavis (Oiscus 2a) celebrate with a flypast. For Jez's story, see p30 (the White Planes piCture co.) 

him fly too conservatively - so he forced 
himself to spend mor tim ' in his single­
sca ter (D iscus 2 "80") and t<:Jke more 
operationJI ri sks: lower saves, fas ter inter­
thermal speeds ... 

His chances of a medal at MJfikeng were 
spoilt by bad luck, but tea m fl ying resulted 
in a Silver medal for pMtner Mike Young 
while two day wins confirmed Andy's belief 
that he was sti II il potentiill w inner. He 
maintained his morale and kept on flying the 
Discus 2. His first cross-cou ntry of 2003 in 
th UK w as on FebruJry 4 and, including 
team training with BriJn Spreckley Jt Ontur, 
he flew 110 hours thi s year before he went 
out to Leszno, Po land, for the 28th World s. 

It is typical of Andy that hc' emph asises 
how fa r th e triumph at Leszno was J team 
effort: himse lf, cr w Pami and tea m-m<.1te 
Mike Young. "Some te(1 m IX1 irings ju st ' e~m 
right," says Andy, "Jnd Mike and I work very 
well together. WhJt we CJch sec in the sky 
and what we wa nt to cia is oftcn slightl y 
different but comp lementary, so wher one 
has a \veJkness the other h,15 <1 strength." 
Mike, for exa mpl e, scc's new development in 
the sky long before Andy does; his own style 
of flying is, he thinks, generally pushier 
than Mike's . "Team flying was absolutely 
fundamental to th e results at' Leszno," SJys 
And)!. Their definition of team success is 
to get Jt least one member on the podium. 
III 2001, it was Mike's Silver and this year 
it was Andy's Gold. And there is ~ Iw,1ys 
something to learn. Mike had the mickey 
taken out of him for keep ing off <1 lcohol at 
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Mafikeng! but when he told Andy th at he 
believed it had made J real difference, they 
agreed to stay teetotal before and during the 
Leszno Worlds. " I think that had a significant 
effect," SJ)'s Andy. " It was a long, hot contest 
and you could look around and see that the 
other pilo ts were tired - and we weren 't as 
tired as they were. It's a level of profess ion­
alism we have to strive to achieve to get th e 
results." Remeillber, they were up against 
top pil ots in their 20s who fl y I ,000hrs @ 

yea r and h,1\Ie th e backing of the best­
resourced gliding nations. 

Most cl ubs have a pilot who is respected 
by everyone else as the best. At Nympsfield, 
it 's Andy, whether he's competing in the 
Worlds or completing the first Standard 

'A very well-organised contest 
with lots of kilometres - out on 
the grid early and finishing late' 

Cl ass 750km in the UK. Not someone w ho 
gives himse lf airs, he devotes a huge amount 
of time and effort to encouraging asp iring 
cross-country pilots at the club and to 
fulfi lling his ro le as one of the BGA Team 
Coaches. One thing that has always been 
illlpressive is his met iculous attention to 
detail - how he looks at the sky, the way he 
flies or the fettling of his glider. When I Jsk, 
for example, how many hours he flew at 
Leszno, he rep lies that he's been telling 
everyone 6'1 hours ... but th at perhaps he'd 
better check it. He goes to his ca r, retrieves 

his logbook and adds up the figures. He's not 
far off: "actuall y," he tells Ille, " it's 68". In JII 
he's done around 4,300hrs and his fl ight on 
the last day of the Worlds was his 1, 44th 
(does he have a complete record of hi s 
gliding? Of course). He soloed at 16 - he's 
47 now - and did his Silver in a Swa llow. 

His overall impression of the 12 contest 
dilys ilt I.e zno? "A very well -o rganised 
competition," he says, "with long days Jnd 
lots of kilometres: out on the grid ea rl y and 
finishing late." By halfway through, Andy and 
the two French pilots, defending champion 
Laurent Aboulin and his team-mate Olivier 
Darro ze- the current World Cia . World 
Champion - were ou t of si ght of the rest of 
the field. (Mike's position had suffered when 
he landed out on one flight after not getting a 
half-knot climb that enab led Andy to limp 
home in the dying embers of the day). 

On th e penultimate day of the contest, 
one Assigned Area Task could have posed 
a real problem; " I flew in the wrong areas," 
Andy says, straightforwardly. onditions 
were iorecJst to be best in those areas, but 
they weren't, and despite fl ying aggressively 
- he went down to 1 ,000l't three times and 
each time climbed away at 6kts - it wasn'l 
enough to give him a good result. "B ut it 
was ve ry kind of the French," he adds with J 

smil e, "to fl y in the vvrong Jreas ilS well. So 
although I didn't do terribl y well, they didn 't 
either." In general, Andy won the comp by 
fl ying consistently rJther than by notching 
up day w ins, but he did wi n Day 9. He went 
into the last day with il 141 pl lead. 
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Left: Pete Harvey, 4th in the Open Class, which included the 30m-span Eta. Right: Dave Watt, 4th in the IS-metres 

"The last day was wonck-riul," S,lY5 Andy. 
" Bro,ldl y srx',l ki ng, it was a very good 
forecast w ith the possibility of spreadout Jnd 
showers deteri ora ting the norlhern TP. 
The 431km task W ,1 5 relil ti vt Iy short for th e 
forecas t conditions so Ihe poten ti al st<l rt 
wi ndow was mass ive. M ike ,md I were 
Irying to work oul our tacti cs agJinst the 
French. W E' h<ld .:1 11 been pl ay ing the late­
stMt game JII contest - starting so late thJt 
we had to do more th;m l 20km/h to finish 
- and Mike and I decided not to pl ay th at 
ga me on the IJst d,l Y. VVe worked out our 
start time i1nd we agreed in code that 
I woul d tell M ike when to St,Ht Jnd he 
would be the hare for me to ioll ow J few 
minutes l'lI E' r. But wp added the prov iso 
that if he came <Kross the French he would 
ilnnoun ce it in code il nd flv the task w ith 
th em, I fl ew 50km away - hJlfway to the first 
TP - and hung around out there to be we ll 
ou t or everyone's way. 

"Whether by luck or grea t skill M ike did 
come Jcros, the r-rench, stuck w ith th em 
i1nd fed back to Ille that they had made an 
ea rl y stJrt. At first we didn 't believe th at they 
were serious but after th ey'd gone .,)Okm 
we concluded th at they were. I . tarted 
22 minu tes after them and for tunately I was 
w ith Makoto Ichikawa (LS8, japan) and 
TomJs Suchanek (LS8b, Czech), who were 
both dramati ca ll y tryi ng to illlprove their 
places. They were rea ll y going for it and 
fl ying very aggress ively, and I just needed to 
foll ow along after th em. 

" It hecame apparent from Mike's reports 
th il t we were catching the French, and then 
M ike lost th em b'cause th ey werE. t'l king 
such ri sks he WJsn't prepared to fo llow 
them. As I approilched the second TP I heilrd 
Steve Crabh say, in this wonderfull y happy 
Irish voice: "Andy, 1'111 with the Fr t'nch and 
we're havi ng ,1 terrible tillle." I then had a 

STANDARD CLASS 

1 Andrew DaVIS G8 D'scus2a l IH21 

2 Olivier Oarroze France Discus 2a 10057 

3 Laurent Aboulin Fra nce D ISCUS 2a 100 14 

7 Ben Flewell NZ Discus 2 9687 

12 Paul Crabb Irela nd LS8 9549 

15 Stephen Crabb Ireland LS8 9462 

19 Mtke Young G8 LS8X 9275 

18-METRE CLASS 

1 Woligang Janowi tsc h Austria Ventus 2cx 10594 

2. Stephen Jones G8 Vonlu.2CJ(t 10135 

3 Phil P Jones G8 Ventu. 2md 9978 
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ve ry good run and ca ught up w ith their 
gaggle, which had found il good climb. 
I knew what height the French were so I just 
<.lccelerated dow n to their level, fl ew <.l big 
circ le ,Hound them ,l nd peeled off into the 
climb above them. 

"As a psycho logical bl ow it appeared to 
hilve <.l devastating effect on O livier Darroze, 
who eventually came 36 th on that day. It 
had been one of the best c lim bs of the day 
so f,:H il nd he just straightened up, left it and 
ended up ill even more trouble lil ter after the 
second TP, as Steve Crabb W<.lS even more 
p leased to announce. 

"50, rca II v, the work W,l Sdone. I coul d 
take my foo't off the ilcce lerator Jnd crui se 
home in compa ny with the other French 
pil ot, Lilurent Aboulin . I'd ca ught everybody, 
led the gilggle home somewhil t sl owl y and 
WilS first tci cross the line. I was rea ll y 
chuffed all the Wily back. It was an even 
more wonderful fee ling to c limb up to finJI 
glide. We went rid iculously high - 1,000fl 
over gli de at a 6kt M,cCrea riy setting. The 
prev ious dill' I'd had an incredibl y marginal 
final glide in the blue - th e machine sa id I 
wouldn't make it bu t I did. On the last day 
I wasn't going to have Jny of that st ress!" 

50, il rt er ending the Leszno Worl ds on 
such a high point - literall y and iigurati v ly 
- surely Andy will be defending his titl e in 
20051 \!\Iell , as a matter of fac t, no-one 
knows. "We haven't decided yet, " he admit s. 
"That w ill be <l decis ion for tht; three of us 
(Andy, Pa mi and his 73-year-u lcl son, M at). 
We have made absolutely no dec ision. I'm 
taking a yea r's break from serious competitive 
flying - and then we'll see". And w ith th,lt he 
goes off to fl y Zaggies w ith MJt - a pilot at 
peace with himself and his world. 

Next issue: Pam i Dav;5 gives the ((" HI S view 

To" y Seg.?1 report,,, ()Il /1)(-' OST/V Congress 

15-METRE CLASS 

John Cou tts NZ ASW 27b 10347 

Andreas Allenspach Switzerland ASW 27 10199 

3 Gyorgy Gulyas Hungary Venlus 2A 10044 

4 David Waft G8 Venlus 2Ji 9940 

25 Hannu Nurmiran ta Finland Ventus 2a 8804 

37 Chnslopher SlarkO',' GB ASW27S n13 

OPEN CLASS 

1 Holger Karow Germany Nimbus4M 11323 

2 Janusz Centka Poland ETA 1089 1 

3 Gerard Lherm France Nimbus 4T 10775 

4 Pel.... HaT1ley GS Nimbus 4T 10653 

Defending champion Steve Jones 
and his brother Phil each flew a 
Ventus 2cx, to Silver and Bronze 
respectively, in the 18-Metre Class 

Y
O U CAN'T accuse Steve jones of not 
putting hi s Intllley.where hi s mouth is. 
Toge ther with his ta ther, R<l lph, he runs 

the Schempp-Hirth agency in the UK - and 
it WJS the l<l test vers ion of Ihe Schempp-made 
Ventus that he and his brother fl ew to Illedil l 
positions at Lpszno this year. 

His glider, fin number 25 0, may have been 
a newcomer, but Steve himse lf is no stranger 
to intern ati onal competitions. This was his 
fourth Worlds. I~or is the l 8-Metre Cl ass 
un fa miliar: he won it in Spil in two yeil rs ago. 
Then his tea lll-mate was Dave \!\Iatt, w ith 
whom he has done a lot of team fl ying, He 
hasn't done so much with his bro ther - just 
an Open Class Nationals wh en Ph il won 
and Steve was second - so how did he find 
flyi ng w ith Phil? 

" It was nic having Phil around," says 
Steve. "We tend to fl y slightl y differen tl y and 
the balance of the two of us seemed to work 
ve ry well . Commun ication is th e main thi ng: 
understilnding what somebody mea ns when 
they are rea ll y not very 'Iea r is important. 
And getting on well outside the confines of 
the competiti on is very, very important. Phi l 
and I obviously do - desp ite what some 
people say about brothers!" 

"We started toge ther every clay and aimed 
to fini sh together, but we have two basic 
principles: nobody wilits fo r anybody and we 
never offer opinions. We just reJcI fi gures off 
the instruments so nobody GH1 be accused of 
givi ng duff information . From w hil t I see and 
hear, the hardest thing to achieve in team 
flying is not to fa ll out. O ur system works well. 

"The most memorab le day of the contest for 
me was the day when I onl y just got back: the 
fin al gli de was interesting. When you're at 
80ft, il vill age is a seri ous issue! I didn 't think 
reil li stica ll y there was Jnything dan erous: the 
vi ll ag a road lined w ith houses, is 1.5 milesI 

out nd I crossed it at twi ce the height of th e 
buil dings. HJving gli d for the past 7.S mil es in 
abso lutely sti ll air it was a rE'3sonable bet we 
weren't go ing to get mas es of sink. 
Then I fl ew along the upwind side of a line 
of trees along the rOJd and got a fra ti on of 
reduced sink to turn a 50-plus glide , ngle 
into 60-plus. That enabled me to cl ea r th e last 
field of maize and get the wheel down". 

That dill' lost Phil several places overall. The 
Austri an Wolfga ng jJnowitsch, on a showery 
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Brothers in arms 

day, had Jl so pull ed out il lei1d over the pa ir. 

" It beca me incrci1s ingly clear towards the 
end of the competition," says Steve, " thdt 
nothing we could do was going to move me 
up from second . We fe lt th e most productive 
thing we could do was to concentrate on 
getting Phil up from fifth or sixth and leave 
Wolfga ng to make J mist<Jke. But he didn '[I 
The fac t that we were working hind with a 
goa l did mea n that he was under rressure 
as well. It's important to set goals w ithin the 
competition even if you can't w in . 

"The difference between first, second and 
third is often just a littl e bit of good fortune. 
On that day when I got back i1 nd Phil landed 
out I bumbled in to d quarter-knot th erm al 
30km from home at 7pm and sa t in it for 
20 minutes. The Polish guy I was with decided 
it wasn't enough, left it - and IJndeci out. 

"From a team po int of view it 's obviously i1 
good result. From i1 personal point of view 
I' m actuall y ve ry happy w ith it, too. Because 
of the slight clement of fortun e it 's very rare 
for someone to win a Worlds then come b,)Ck 
the next time and w in it aga in. We IV'ren't 
that far off the PJee. I'm parti cul arl y happy 
th at we manag"d to get Phil up into the 
meda ls ,15 I·ve ll. Th Clt gives him potential for a 
pl ace in th e next l S-met.re Europea ns if I did­
n't fl y in that cl ass: world medallists telke 
pre 'edence over nJtionals w inners." 

Since th e Worlds Steve, fl ying alone, won 
the 1 5-metre na ti onals il t Booker, keep ing his 
options open for the next Europeans. " It 
proves I ca n fly cross-country w ithout my 
mates! " he jokes, "and that Wilsn't luck!" 

Sieve, a member oi I.l~nn rdown, LdShdlll . Sha llJournc 

and G . oloed in 1984 Jnd has 3,500hr5 

18-Metre podium, from left: Steve, Wolfgang and Phil 

October - November 2003 

-TOOK delivery of my 18-metre Ventus 2cx, 
writes Phil j ones, about three weeks1before departing for Poland. Like its 

predecessor, 210 WdS immediately a delight 
to fl y. The modified outer section of the w ing 
rlus the new winglets seemed to work par­
ti cularl y well in the climb, even at the 
increased max all -up weight of 565kg. 

Steve and I fl ew four very constructive 
pra ti e days and a ~ a result seemed to be 
ri ght on the pace from (b y one. We always 
started JS a pair Jnd aimed to fl y together 
as much as was practicab le, bu t even when 
we split up, which invariab l)! happened for 
at least short periods during most of the 
tasks, we still seemed to work together very 
well. The general exchange of informat ion 
on the Briti sh frequency between all the 
team members, often from one class to 
another, concerning wea th er conditions 
in different areas was outstanding, and 
particularly useful when dec ision making 
on assigned area tJsks. 

One of m)l concerns prior to th e contest 
IVJS my IJck of experi ence of f\r\Ts, hav ing 
never previously flown one in J com petiti on. 
HJPpily, we performed parti cularl y we ll on 
AATs and I dropped on ly 125 points on the 
four that were set. 

The weather was mostl y good but rarel y 
cl assic, and this is refle -ted in the ~peed s we 
achieved: generall y between 11 0-12 km/h. 
Quite often, conditions va ri ed considerabl y 
during a flight, and some good o ld-fashioned 
gear changing lVas required, similar to a day 
in the UK, albeit with generall y higher 
cloudbases (J rollnd 6,000ft). 

The high point of the event for me ca me 
on the second day. Everyone else hJd 
already started and Steve and I were literall y 
one exploratory turn away from a relight, 
and potential di saster, when luckily we 
fou nd 1.5 kt. We th n set off into a very 
unpromising sky on a 2.5hr AAT at 15.30hrs! 
At that po int, even reaching the areas Jnd 
completing the task looked incredibl y 
unlikely. To eventuall y scrabble Jround 
and take th e top two pl aces on the day was 
miraculous and in those circumstances 
ce rtainly my fin est,most satisfy ing fli ght ever. 

There were low points, of course, the 
worst for me WJS on day seven, prior to 
whi ch I was in second place. We started last 

on one of the longest ta sks of the contest 
and the weather deteriorated, nothing like 
the forecast. I knew I was struggling but 
flew poorl y, all owing myse lf to get distracted 
by il faulty bugwiper during a critical part 
of the ilight il nd ending up landing out il 
few kil ometres short. More than half the 
competitors made it home Jnd I dropped to 
eighth place. Luckil y there were enough 
days left to repair most of the damage done 
and drag myself back up to third by the end. 

Everything was ri ght ilbout thi s contest: 
the glider WilS perfect, preparation was idea l, 
good food and JccommodJti on, great 
orgilni at ion, my crew, Rory, was excellent 
and entertaining! All the Brits led by our 
manager HJrry Middleton and his wife, 
Ma rj ori e, wcr "' incredibly supportive clnd 
effective th roughout, crea ting ju S't th e ri ght 
atmosphere. 

If you add to that th e fundin g thJt we 
gratefully rece ived from the British gliding 
movement plus th e extra sponsorship kindly 
donated by th e vari ous compani es over 
th e w inter then I think we were all set to 
do well . Thi s was hopefull y refl ected in 
the results. 

Th e on ly regret is th at we allowed the new 
18-Metre World Champion, Wolfga ng 
Janowitsch, to estab lish a leJd ea rl y on Jnd 
never reJ ll y exerted any pressure on him 
thereafter. It is also regrettdble thJt he flew 
so consistentl y at such a high level without 
even a single off day. Never mind - maybe 
next time! 

Phil Jones Siorled flying in 19131, has 2050hrs, ,Ind is 

~ m 'mber of Ihe CJmbri cige Gc. Hi, only previous 

intemaliun.. lconte t w.1Slhe "1997 Worlds JI SI >\lIh,)II. 

wher he came t 31h in lh Open Class 

Steve (centre) and Phil (Tight) at Leszno 
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Thanks to the team's sponsors 
fHr n or\ '\ '1 O\\'~: ,1 huge debt uf gr.lIiIUd( ' \0 their 5oP(J Il::'Of ::. 

lor lh(~ir i.lnl.l s1r( ",uppml , in ~ind ,mel in c~ l.~h, whith look ttl(' 

l lUrdC'u o !1 IIl('Tll in Il'rm~ 01 prqxlr,l llon, ,l nd cnJhlcd thelll h) 

«( )Ill l 'nt rd\( ' on rh<: '>(.'fioll ... bu-. im,'.i... (If winn ing. A... ,I fI'.. ult oj 

the c(l l1 s i de.r~lh le work put in hy John Md lkn~I\', MI ) (It Quo 

V.ld i~. IWW <Inc! excit ing "'ponsor'> oj glidi ng c., 111(" to the lorf': 

l )I( kic.... \:Vurkwc.H, Tpng Toul s., Jnd -fork t<\O \ H)-,R Jl ' l1l' 

jJwdL!t.h). n l.lnks are due In Dickies Workwear , who 

')uPldi('e,! .!l1 til<' 1{"lIn':. cloth ing. of t'\C<.'\I('nt qu.l lily <11111 verv 

mud ) In ~(,l'Pillg with the jUlllors' slyip ('[ho.,; Teng Tools, 

who suppl ied very c0f11prehcnSIV(' Inol kih [hell Wl're well 

tisi'd: <lnd Tork, who in r{'tu rn lor Ill(' I('<l ln \\" .1ring Iheir 

LWdClic h,lI". gJ\'c (,deh !lwmhl'r generous personal ~p()nsll r ­

~ hip. TUl k ol l ~o flew 1\\\1 gu Is to N itr,] lor tlw 1.1 '>' \\'('d:('nn 

ollhC' ch,lmpionship. \\ho h;,d a glL\lt ti me, In uding ,1 fl ight 

in ,) B1.ln ik wiTh the \ . ont~ { di . ....ctof. John Md Ck l1,lY ,\,')'5 : 

"'R(,b K{'hl)('ck and M,lr!, n \V('l ls did ,1 tru ly -superb jol) ;dOl1 ;;' 

wllh Ih(' guy~. I)lckib \\'~rl' dt.' li l.{hlcd Ih,lt Ill(' 1>1101-:; dlwJy!' 

turned out louk ing -:.m~Ht ,1Ild (o-or ci i ll,l(vd: p idllH'S wil l hl' 

u!.cd in llwil next c, lt :llngue. DFDS Seaways, ;,nO!h( 'f Quo 

V,ldi~ l liell l, ff"!dwdult'fl r{'turn terry cross ings to hfin~ home 

J(·z ,lnd Rit lI.nd ! lood ;I\\("f tln'il <...lr bruin' down~' 

TIll..' Scolti~h Gliding Asso(;iation \lcr."()I1.111,, "poll';'Ofl'(l 

Johl1 r: lI 11H'f, lor whit h he \\".l~ \'l'r y p' I,.II(:iul . mel "nd)' Pt:rki n..:; 

\'\150 IO'-l l1 (·d ;1 c.1r by Dixon Molors. Th(' !C'o"UTI would li "'(' to 

h.lIlk Crabh Computing for the U"-U ,l/ (',«(' Il en t 

",upl'nr1 <mel hplp; AFE/RD Aviatiun lor Ilw il .1'.", ... 1.111("("'; 

Dickie feakes tor hi ... hdp wit II /ug~l:I "'; ,md Shire-newton for 

Ill(-' Il UflllJ C2r <.; ,Ind glidpr r('P~l jr kih . TIl.Ink<;. 1('0. to l ilt, RCA 

ior I/l(' .. uppor! fron) Ih(' 1(><1111 lund-:. . SPt'{' I,d 111pnllOll musl 11( , 

l11 ,ltir' of Asp('ctCapilal, ,Ind their rn.·ljOf c;t,h "p(ln~or,hjJl 01' 

th<.' ,,,,,ilo l{, 1<',1111, whit h ('ndIJk-d ('v('ryoll(, 10 tr.lv(" t(J :\i l(,\ 

wil hout IW!lvy reh.H1tC Oil credi t LHd.. ,lIullo ("Olllpt'/t.' 

wit hout fin,1n l id l wOrries<. \·V(· ~dl Inok fllm.lrri f(J ho.sti ng 

(Orpor.llc d.1YS for ,,\ specr, and /)(ling ,111]1' to (h.1 nk fh(' d irC'clor.;, 

per~(ln<)lIy for thei r g(-'nf' ro ... il ) Thi, , uppur l !rum ,1 11111(' 

.t pon~()rS Web one 01 lhe l1l(li(~r f,lCtor~ in till' I ~d lll\ '>lit. Lei:'. . 

Marilyn Hood, tcam 'Sponsorship (o-ordinalor 
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The British did their sponsors and 
supporters proud in Slovakia with 
Gold for Jez Hood and Silver for 
Luke Rebbeck. S&G asked Jez 
what he believes helped the team 

ITHINK there were a couple at key factors 
that enabled the team and myself to do 
well. The first was going out to th e site, 

Nitra, in April this year for the Pribina Cup. 
It was absolutely fantasti c. We fl ew every 
day, with cloudbases of over 1 O,OOOft, and 
speeds of up to 133km/h round 400km tasks. 
Not al all bad for Easter in Europe! It enJbled 
us to gel price less experience in Ihe contest 
area, whi ch comprises flatl ands to the south, 
and hills to the north . Fl ying north, th e ridge 
systems quickly rise up to 4,500ft, until they 
turn into the Low Tatras about 100km north­
east of N itra. \A/e were tJsked into the TJtras 
on the better dJYs, and with snow-covered 
ridgelines up to 7,000ft, it was certainl y a 
new experience for me, and one that was 
quite daunting. But iI's a conditioning effec t 
that becomes increas ingly easy to dea l w ith, 
and before long I found myself itching to go 
back, and pl ay in the hill s a littl e lower - and 
faster - si mply because it was so much fun! 

When \-ve arrived for the practice vveek in 
July, th e hills that hJdlooked sCJry al Easter 
seemed a lot sma ller, and less of an issue. We 
already had our bearings, and wer able to 
get on with the job, rather than worrying 
about understanding the local condit ions. 

The se ond factor was the tea m fl yi ng. 
I had done a lot of fl ying with both Leigh 
Wells and Luke Rebbeck, and we developed 
our skills very well , getting to a position 
where we all had both comp lete confidence 
in each other's skills as pilots, and 100 per 
cent trust in every bit of information passed 
between us. This is an invaluable asset when 
arriving to fly a Worlds, if you are go ing to 
team-fl y, and give you a headstart on less 
prepared teams. The French reinforced thi s 
w hen we spoke to them at the end of the 
contest. They had not flown together as a 
team before they mel up at the site in the 
practi ce week, and fl ew the first few, difficult 
days on their own. Never hJving practised at 
Ihe site, they did not know th e area either, 
and did very bad ly during these fir ~;t few days 
beca use of thi s. They weren't too happy. 

What were your tactics? 
I don't th ink I really had a speci fie approach 
in mind, in terms of tacti cs. One thing that 
has JlwilYs been at the forefront of my mind 
in the big competitions I have fl own is to not 
treal them differently. You see a lot of good 
pilots at mel jor competiti ons blowing out just 
because they were not mentolly prepared. It 
wa r all y a question of fOCUSing on eJch day 
as it CJme along, and just getting on with it. 

orJe 

15 there' 011(' parti ulllr illght that stand bUI? 
The most memorJble day was w hen we sat 
on a ridgeline for more than three hours wait­
ing for a TP to be freed up from the rain. It 
was a 300km racing ~s k, with th e first TP up 
in the hills, Klak, a piece of rock sticking up 
some 4,500ft ,I t the end of a ridgeline. We 
started early, and got to within 15km of the 
TP before being hit by rJin and a descending 
cloudbase (down to 500ft below the TP). The 
only thing to do was to wait. And wait we 
did, gradually getting more and more certain 
the day was wiped out. At about 4:45pm, w ­
decided to go home (only 50km away). As 
we headed back, Luke convinced us not to 
give up yet, and on our way back to that 
ri dge we'd been sitting on, we found wave 
had set up, and climbed at 2kt to 8,500ft. 
This took us into the TP, out of it, and 150km 
on tJsk, to finall y hit the spuds at 7.45pm. If 
we had gone home, it would h;w e cost us 
500 points, and the competition. The lesson 
learned is to never give up on a task, no 
matter how desperote - and bored - you may 
get, becaus anything can happen. 

Did you le<lrn anytrllng new? 
I learned a lot about flying in hill s, both from 
trial and error, and from Leigh, who made us 
push on in the big hills . What also sticks is 
that I fee l I flew I 0 very steady days for the 
whol e competit ion. Obviously there were 
great days, where everything goes right, and 
you seem to have an 8kt thermal going round 
the task with you, but even the poor days 
were steady. I don 't think I ever gol below 
1,000ft, apJrt from landing out, and very 
rarel y dipped below 2-2,500ft. It all comes 
down to consistency, cJ lculated risk-taking, 
and always trying to have J plan B: "well , if 
this doesn't work, I' ll do that" not "well , that 
didn 't work, I' ll land there". 

It did become stressful , leading from day 2. 
I know it sounds J little silly, but it does 
become hard, becJuse you're there to be shot 
at, and you ca n only lose places. At the end 
of th e competition, the Germans were flyin g 
very well: on the last three days they were 
taking Jbout 50 points a day off us. 

Any gripes or anything worthy f prai e! 
r)raise has to go to Andy Perkins for his 
acti ons that could have potentially saved a 
pil ot'S life. Havi ng seen a glider apparently 
spin into the hill side in the mountains, 
Andy abandoned his own task, and stayed 
in the area until a rescu e helicopter had 
been dispatched. Thankfully, the pilot. was 
fine, but it cost Andy a lot of poillts. 

How 10 you ieel clbout til lesulr? 
Obviously, I'm abso lutely stoked about it. I've 
focused everything 0 11 this competition for 
the better pdrt of six mon lhs, and to come 
back with the goods is a grea t feeling. We 
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The finaf results of the Third FAf World Junior Gliding 

Championship (July 5-19, 2003) were: Standard Class, 

I , Jez Hood (seen opposite), GBR (LS8); 2, Luke 

Rebbeck (above), GBR (LS8): 3, Achim Besser, GER 

(Discus 2); 5 Leigh Wells, GBR (LS8). Club Class. 

1, Michael Streit, GER (ASW 19), 2, Peter Toft, DEN 

(Std Cirrus): 3, Stephan Zemmel, GER (ASW 19). 

4 John Tanner, GBR (ASW 19); 6 Mati Cook, GBR 

(A SW 19); 12 Andy Perkins, GBR (ASW 19). Full results 

of these and the World Class at http://eventsJaLorg/ 

were up aga inst a lot of good pil ots, and to 
bea t them was great, but what was even nicer 
was the compliments from ,1 lot of them at 
the end. I can't think of a better form of 
recognition th,~n frolll your fe llow competitors. 
It did seem like everything caille tog ther, 
and I think most of that is gett ing focused 
and ready for it mentally: that's where the 
battle's won and lost - in your own head. 

What I'll also take away (rom this is the 
great support we had <lS a team. Both from 
th e SGA, and from the sponsorship that was 
secured by a lot of hard work from Mar il yn 
Hood, and John Mackn<lY (see ieli). Also at 
the competition, two invaluable assets in the 
form of Reb Rebbec.k our long-surf ring team 
captain, who did a ster ling job as ever, and 
M<lrtyn Well s, who did J fantastic job as the 
team coach, tell ing us what we neecied to 
hea r, and generally having J n1uch-ne decl 
calming influence. Most of all, I want to 
thank my team-mates, Luke and Leigh . 

Whi1t ilrc vour .1mbltinn~ in soaring now! 
Now that my ca reer as il junior is over, 
I guess I've got to focus on my next goals. 
I'd like to fly in the mountains more and I'd 
obviollsl y like to break into the senior team. 
In 2005, there will be six nevI' pilots racing 
against the rest of the world's top junior . 
pilots, Let 's hope they can make it three 
British Juni or VVorld Champions in a row. 

Jez, who was 24 when he won, soloed in 1994 and 

belongs to Cambridge and Four Counties GCs. 

This was his third Worlds 

October - November 2003 

How the Junior Worlds unfolded 


S
IOVdk j.l. \-wires Lc 'I1lIllY 7:1Il1lf'r. h,lS good St t'nery ,\Ild 

gen lc!ril lly AQo d "oaring wc,)lho.r w i lh cloudb. lses over 

lJ,OOOil. It i .... quitc' sq)dful€' IHlW lrom tht" r t{'ch 

i{('publ iL, lyi ng betwl'en Ihilt ~tJt(' ;H1(J Ilung.uy Tht:! (,llliI JI 

is Rr:lI i<; l.w ,l , .1 iew mile" l'.lst 01 Vic·nll,l. II i:, e.ls iJy rl";Khcd hy 

air from Ih<.' UK wilh .lffurd.lbll' fa res. All hU lSt ' drive Lo Ihe 

norlh ~cJ.SI IS the regionLtJ c.:tp i l ~1 of Il r:l . The lucal M~.l b 

allr<lct ivc... wilh I"'odny fru it ire5 lirlirl~ Ihf; (ountry ro..HJ ~ . lCKO 

Lind Ihe loc.ll res taur,HllS p ruv ide ouv \·.1lue ~ f money, whid1 

b in Slo\dk i.:m Knrun:l :II :thollt h'1 II) th l! pound. 

Th . " ix Brlfj.;h Tl'dlll memb 'rs ~ ncl uew::. :!rr i'vL"'d ,ll NI lf;' 

.1lrueJd ()v r the weekend ot June 28-9 in a swehering 35"'(. Reh 

Rcbheck . Tf'am Cl.1pta in, .md Marlyn \Ve lls , eCl. ell. hold alrc~;;l(iy 

~l'1 up the baSt.: statiun Jnu thl! Ilion rl.Jg , .. a<; f lu tteri l1A irom the 

,le.rU masl. EJ dy ;m iv() lj nl o..U 1agl.-'tf 10 fly loca lly on lh SUOd,lY 

hut th~ prJc1 ice w ('p k prOI 'I' hegan UI1 MundJY w ilh rh e LSib 

110....· 1") by Luke R(!ubc k, Je"Z f'-food and LeiAh \,Vells in the 

Sl7lnd",rd Cia>} VI' J 250klll. nw Cluo Li.l» piiOh ill \"' 19.s, 

Andy I'Ctkmo:;, M,JU Cllok Jnd Juhn T.Jn n~r. Hew J . lightly shm1 'r 

l.l$k, but ;l lll ompideci ~.ufel }'. TIre remJlorng praclI c dny_ \vt! re 

used fur .. mixtucl' of IIrlining,. jt;.of tling .lfHI 'lif'·uHng into 111 [(.Juline. 

The open il1 !) ceremony or the 3rt! \Vorld Junior t.hdlllpion...t;h lp!:o 

ilncl f ourth \Nudd Cl,lss (' h, trnp iofl.5hip~ fin \\Ihich Hrn.1 lrl hacl no 

cnfranlS) took plJu: in the piLtun:.osfILH' ,1nri hisl(}fic cc.nlm of 

Nilr71 nn.hlly 5. AiterwJrds, the Unllsh cnJoYE;!(1a tC'dfll dmnef - :J 

very cUllvivi ,J1 ('nt th,J1 I'li tl the ioundrll iun.). 1m .-.u t.~~. 

The f lrsl (:onlest briellng w',l'9- ill lO.UOhr On Jld}' G. d ire<...led 

by Ihe. f)lUltH;ss.kll1g V IJdimir Foll in, \vhn c:nvered .1 11 nspcns 01 

Ihe ,-onl t w ilhoul hoh"~, in good 11:glis h, Vl!ry pru ie.s~ion.llly. 

Day 1 ddwlled with u 5ubsl.lnt ia l rem per.1lure ch. Il):!l'.: down 

frurn hiAhs o f "15 C tu .J rllOdet;t lO C dnd !; q O't'Cl tJ,, 1. J11 ~ 

prmJ)CClS vvere flOI good, bUI tasks Wtrc "-""I I.. f he Club I Sio1rtt"'f1 

at about 14 .noh r.... 'ollowed h Ihe Stanna rd CI.1 $, Oil tds.k!iO or 
201 km ~Uld 2JOklll. L 11C startel' were in !,!Ol1l(1 rliff,r lJ lti Jnd 

L I~h W"II, sad ly londro 1Okm short ,,,,,I Itn i hed 16t h. I\ ndy 

f\> rk i n') won lh~ Cluh CI.!..;,. w ith M.ll t C()U~ dl1d John Ttlf1npr o nly 

it few points behind . In the Slilnd.ud CbSc . Jez. H uod ilnd Luh' 

Rellheck \\ l 'fl: J il l ~HH I 4th. Tho liil.sk af 'J ..... .l!t fa irly limIted 

tx..~use of num(.'ruu I (II1trul ,m,:d 3. f\!nal li l:~ rO f infri ng ing eli, ­

!tpdce w ere 5f.'Vcre. On Ihrs d~ly the Fre.nch Club Cl8.5S leal11 l1ldde 

.11Tl.1jor I5rar. All Wl' rc rk'elH~ In h.wL' Lmdt'!d out 10k"., away 

ThIS e({('(...1ive.ly renroH 'ri Ihelt (h ,ll1 (:t of high placi ng.$: Ih(' .lir ­

$polCC llCl..;1Tnt." gef'K'rill ly k nDym ilS h(.'t1dl eOrl lerl 

Day 2. Same gri d OrdL>f IOT the rla '> se ., w h k" h in ll.Hed 

SI.1I1dard CI.ls" pilots twh wtJuld alw ..ys be at the re~lr j, Thdt 

!i<lid, I.Jum:hing was VCJ)' qu h...k. wIth tUlb i,W"p<.i\\' ftod lmclli1C5 

t(lv, lIlt-; g lld L'.r ~. to I ,1)4{lft ( 'iOUrn) in 1.5 Inin.utes. 1J:::. 6 WN Ai\T.. . 

TI1('·tt · VIla ' '' dve ir111uen C olg3 1!); hdli the field 1,)Oded oui. Tho 

UK h:.-,)0)5 illl ~ot b.lLk with .l ti s i~KIUfY l e~ult~ . 

OilY J. trong wJIlds and Illore rl1 ilrked wave d id 1'10t deter the 

org,m is,llion: AAT w re ttga in ~t wilh ~ Ihrl'f'Mhour ti me.:::.. M ost 

pitob ROt into WiW P lu sr...HI d ose lu max imulll ;,I tilude 01 <J,()()Oft 

but gr.:ldu."'d ly lil('nn.ll inll "C!(lcl:' look precedl'u-c. There wuru J 

lut or cdl (..lJlJlium lor Ihe '1(".'., wOI ki ns ovcltlrm-' U) (.'t... whether 

pi lots needed to So deeper into I.hl' 1.lst .IrCd to m"kc bNll'f tinl(.', 

but w ilh Ihe vJgdri > of Ille Wf'.) thf'r ... olTle plnns Wt.'f1t nstr.l~' AU 

u( nur p ilots L.JI1l h-.1tk uver time but hJd ,JLlii(:v ·d good speed..,.. 

Jcz. Le igh ,lnd I like took hrs t Ihr plcKes In St..1nd.l(d .mel John, 

And) .llld ,\\JU WCfP 51h. 71h clnd 8th in lilt' Club C1J~~ . 

Day 4. The tllsks \Vc r rJC('~: 13:\km lor IJndard. 20· 1kfll lor 

U uh. \,VL:dther W<I" iO rt ' C."b1 fi lH..:! \ Ilh incrc;lsing nsk o i Ihund~ry 

shm\H :' towJrds the end of tlw dJ)' hUI , 111 {,HI. I,.It ' ~ldnlAf'S. gOI 

Ih · 1 (Or il O ur p i lol Sconsolid~lt ill Ihelr oV'e r~d ll)Q'i l t ' or' . 

Day 5. Thick high dOUG 'ilt)wt,..""'(! thl.'f "Iill (:cveiopmcnt ,md tile. 

fi~1 TP tOI tln.~ Sfandard ClJSS \-\",1 5 und(!r persistent rJin. '\o\J/l) 

"doh l.rndt·d n ul ~Jrly Ilut Bnt> i1 nd Gonnrlins. p r~\I~rtld Ilnd 

(..'\'(:~.n lu ~lI ly ~or intu \\\1\' (; - Jnd e.nough h(;l ighr to g('t JrUulHJ tlw 

lurn ,llld boJck Inlo l)nsh,ne.. Thrs aller sevEfD hour::;. uf !Iyillg un 

,1 Hl-4kl11 l.l~~. i\" o~un{' gn( h,1Ck. nli.: AU5Iri,.\n won, clo')ely fol ­

lowed bv Ihc' ~W i5~ .U11! t11l..' Brit ish. The CllJ b CI<lS'if fil l ,I 2()Okrn 

la::; k. ,,)red ~ I ighlly b~tlQr, ,md got round three IPs betOrl:: Andy. 

w ho \V.I.'> ~Ii ghth' " h(wl, fl' " in lo de.td .lir ,1I1d h,1(1 10 land oul 011 ..I 

high-~coring d.:l)'. John <lnd 1\-\.111 pl.tced 71h ,H1d Blh. 

Day {,. T he \\"t,<,tlwr h.l(l l ~\~ <.'rl .1 IlJrn iur the b~Her with ItRhtcr 

\vinds and betlef Iherm.1 ~~AAT$ we r~ .1g.l ill 5cl with 

d i ~t.lI Kl·~ iruol 240-;;70km (Cluh) Jnd :l40-(,Jokm ($IJnd.1rdJ 

(11)t! 41lf ~ 1Oll1in~ l1lillirlllJll1 tilll(,. 011("(' i Jy ing \\\1.., in progn.:!..;;;s 

Ihere W,,)S .t fl urry oi ~l.Ll iv ity 10 sel up ,\ rH"W b..N ..' st,l!iun 011 high 

grou lld l"IeZlr th(" .1 irport , to cn,l /'l(' our ground h'Jn1 10 munitor 

plogre':l~ ,md give' inlorrn,lt io n on ~ pel.'d:,< ,l(hil'vC'd ,Inri d i~t.lntL'';; 

10 fly into the. nexl .lr ~a) . h-('nlll.lll~· .1 11 oi the ICo1111 got 1).1L1.: 

in f l11<.' style to ht'dr th~ll Sdturddv wl1uld he .1 fbt (l.ly. TI l<' BI";I ~ 

occupied l ile li rsl 11lH.:.'e pl,ILCS in the St,lllcbrd Clu~, .J11(1 4 th to 

ht h in til<' ('"Ill\) ( 1. IS'o .1.> we \\. 'nt into ... fC'tt (by. 

Day 7. Th(' w ind h,ld rcturnetf ,md lire (old fron t Ihdl went 

through on til(' rest d<lY le{, an ul1~(,' 1tI (;:d ,ri rmass. Tt:ll1perdl ure~ 

Wl'll' well down .mel I,l ... k~ W('rt:' JPpro pri ~lt el~' silorl 'r; IhC'rnl.1b 

\\,<'r(' vcry diilicul l for I.lte st;lrlf'r<;. \,Videsprc.1d showers left 

huge' ,l fC dS oi dead .ur hehind tlw rll. Thi s re-s.u!t<..,d in 101<; Qi 

l,mcJuub i l1 (lllding our Irio in the Cluh C!.J'; s, whll W('f"(' JUSI ,1 

lew kiIOl"ll(~ tf( '"S ~hC)rt. C!oom seuled ()\'N Ihe Hrilish (..,unp. 

Day 8. The exp.t..·(1(·d tilC' rlll,l l<. did not pt.:r,isl. h'cryof1c 1,lnd .. 

cd out. The Cluh G.,.s.s fi11"('ri h('o(,1" th,ln the 51.md,m:/. whith 

I.lilcd to r·cgi<;ll.'.r ,J (n n!(~1 (by. Andy ,1lhicv(~d J sp!<'ndid second 

pl.1n', lohn ,)11(1 .\'.rl\ \\"l ' rt; furlh('r dowl1 bot 1I0t (lut (Ii ( nn­

tl.'ntion. 

Day Y. A much heHpI t/,IY, ",-,i1 h 115<; wind .\nd ("Hly CU, whil h 

s. t,1yc.d unt il 1,1t(' (~v('"n jll g . A 411rs 101111115 " AT with iour ,If('.1 ,> w;'s 

,et .lIlt! ')Ul Ct":isIIlH y t (Jmpl e.ted hy Ile.lr ly .,11 piI01.5. Andy W,h 

Sl'("(Jlld ,\ g~l i ll wilh 1'".111 th ird I'or Ihe doly. John ,Jiplwd ,1 Ilit hdl 

held on tu th ird place ov !t"tlll. icz, Luke ,JIld Leigh did well and 

H·tai,w d three o f Ihe top fiV(' pltl'- ~()rne oi our sponsors 

arrived to r,ee proLeecJi f'lss. :::i lld \VC'f(, not di p~oinl C<1. 

Day 10. O IW o( the be.tlcr ra c: r n~ days The ~IJnddfrl CIJ5s 

WJ:, ~e.l d lll u lti ~TI' r.1I...I' Ji S30klll dm.J ll le;' C1 uh elM> had 5 1:; /..ITI . 

The cohlerly TP WJ S :1t 6, ~OOtt . WhKh did 110 ! r j \iJV(' much rOom 

wllh ("Ioudh, l~e~ lower t l1.111 ('xj1c(·ted ,lrul <l ir~p,l(T' .l1 fl, , OOft. 

'WL' "(-'I up ,1 more rl::.'mote Ihhc SI,ll ion ':!(J Ih,1I \\"l' cou ld ("onl.l(\ 

p il(lh .til rcJund Ihl::.' I~l sk . TIli s proved 101"1 II 11.1 II::. Andy Pl::.' rk il1~ W ,l' 

w ll11<'SS to <I gl idL'r clpp,ltt.~ntly :o:.pi nning into I h~ ground . Tlrt'f(' 

\V,I ::' no mnvel1l{'nl Iro m the ~lirc r,l fl Jnd w(' w f.or(' .1b li" tu rt!l.lV lil(' 

repur t to lil t; conte'st diu.'CIOf very qui ckly. Local erncrgl'ncy pro­

( '(l lu es were pul in{o operation wil h Andy rel,lvill g Ilo".I;on 

in fon ll.lI ioll Irol1l o\'('r h~!;ld Ilw sc('n('. As il turned out tile' glider 

h.ld I.lfl(]( 'd vcry Ibl wilh some' d,unagL', hut Ih(' p ilot wM unhurt. 

AJ1(ly'~ s(' liil'''':::' Jct ion w Js, .lppl.1UdNI :11 thc' noxl (klY\ brici ing 

.md tilt' D ,lIli"h 1(',1111 <;.'sp(·ti,dly w ere full of pr,li~e ior lire good 

.... porb.f1hllhhip showil. All oj our pilots gol back , but And\' 

nl)Viou ",ly W.JS nol ,lmoll~ Ihl' l ..htL'r iini shers. 

Day 11. TIl(' 1,] <; ( (b~/. Onc(' . lg~ jll ,) iOU f·.llt'.1 l,bk (more Ih,1I\ 

WOkrn in tlueL' hour,,). The ,,\'c.llhC'f \\".:1<; nor inspiring ,Int! thefe 

\"\',1:- .1 lui oj d ithering .111h<.' ::. tMI. To the llor1h there W('ff: u"dhle 

eu hut 111{' :.outh \\".b blue.'Il(' Club team Ihought Iklt they h,lci 

h,u/ .J good run ;)t 9ikm/h. but wert' dj~.Ipp()iI11('d 10 find tilJt Ih(' 

d( 'l ightlll l I.)dy pifol, S t ('Ph.Hli(~ Clil(,SSl'1l" irom Holl,mel. had 

,)( hiL'ved over lOOkrn/h tor the fir :.1 l ime. Thi -:-, iollowing her i i rsl 

'iOOkm flight (J1l !he pH.'violl'-o day, IV.!'! the ir ing on Ih(' cake. 

BMring 1)(·II,dtic.s <l l1d prot('st~ it W.h .111 m·t'r. nw Brih "'Id 

1st, 2nd ;"lOci :;th in the )j,]fl (brd U.l ~"', ,mel ··l1h. 6t h .)Ilci 12th in 

the Club ( I,,,.... Thl' ('vl:' ll in g p.l rly \\",l~ li v('l y alld the pool ill 

'C>gul.H liSt'. I'lot 11\,\11)' pl'opk' SI,lyt'd d ry l TIl(' (Io' ing u..:rcmony 

011 luly llJ invt,dv(·d "'pl'.<...'Lht3 irom tl1(' pr "'~ icl('111 of tlr <:' Slovakian 

:\('ro Clu ll, J.m Miku~ ,111(1 Pr('.~id(~n' oi Ihl' 1 11\('rn ~lIi(ln,ll Jury. It 

h,)d heen ,j vcry Sll(: CC.SSI\ri (1\'('nl , due. i ll no 5m.11 1p,l rl \I) the 

c ilort.s (lJ directm V1,ldimi r ro llin . Of LUU f'l~. the \\"(,...1II1('r Ih i<; dJy 

turned {Jut III bt.: Ih{~ he'" we'd (..,{:t1"t duri ng Ih(' I.l.s! tl1[('(' W( '(·!.. '). 
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A vintage year 

Ian Dunkley reports on two rallies, quite different tn character but 
both great fun, which show why vintage gliding is thriving: the 
Camphill Rally (below) and the VGC International (opposite) 

This K-4 is a reminder of the days when wings were 

wooden and trailers were not lift-top, but topless 

GOOD w ea ther was again a feature at 
the seventh Camphill Rolly, with only 
one day lost due to pouring rain. This 

contrasted with th ' preceding we ok, when 
the BGA ran a cross·country course, in 
WEather b -'st suited to orienteering, 
oncl the followin g week at Hus Bos when 
I understand there was onIv OnE! task clav. 
The gods are still on the sid~ of vintage flying: 
they know a fun thing when they see it. 

At th e last count 18 gliders took part, 
including one ASW 27, to provide a 
chall enge to gl iders 'onstruc ted from more 
envi ronm en taII y-friendly materials. 

Accompanying these were 52 pilots, just 
to show who was really in chdrge, dlthough 
on J coupl e of occasiolls this was open 
to doubt. 

Unfortunately, flying hours and cross­
country mil es - kilometres, if you prefer 
- were down on last year, so no favourable 
comparisons can be made. On second 
thoughts we did more thJn th e Midland 
Regionals (they probably forgot to sacrifice 
the chickens). Launches, a subject dear to 
the h art of club trea sur~rs , were only 
slightly down at 323, so everyhody got 
plenty of winch and landing practi ce, the 
latter not always at Camphill. 

An import;] nt part of any gliding event 
should be parti -. , in fo rmal or otherwi se, <md 
judging by record ba r takings live succeeded 
here, too. Th e horses hoe-throwing 
competition was fiercely fought, a word 
I do not use lightly, and will be a regul or 
feature of future rolli es . Some may Sel y 
I hJve it in for competitions: not tru e, 
everyone needs ~ n outlet for Jggression; 
I jLl t feel th at chucking lumps of stee l is 
more economic, particularly if someone is 
sta ndi ng in the INay of )lour winning. 

Prizes are of 'ou rse a major attrac tion at 
Ca mphill. This yea r we introclu ed il new 
one, th "They co lllcinot pussibly h,lVe clon e. 
it if th ey were sober" tonkDrd. Intended to be 
OJ seriou s Zl wiHd to promot safety, it turned 
into farce. The recipi ent, for a somewhat aer­
oba ti c Clpproach, was also awarded a check 
flight. He promptly returned th e tan kard, 
soying: "You couldn't possihle do th<lt if you 
\Ver sobe r." The Clsst' lllbled pilots agreed . 

,11ll th check fl ight and Illy chonce for 
revenge, I pull ed th e bung at ~ n awkward 
height, down w nt th e nose below th e nor­
Illal flying position, up carne a drinks boUl e 
to float gracefully around th e cockpit, until 

caught by the victim \Vith his left hand while 
deciding what to do next. He couldn't possi­
ble have done that if he was sober, Lould 
he! 

Wine (bought Clt bClrgJin prices only after 
a careful search of supermarket shelves over 
a grea t area for hidden treasu res) went with 
boring regularity to John Young, for vari ous 
flying successes, which ,liso led to him 
being named "Man of th e Rally". I must 
~lClm(t I could not und rstand ho"v he could 
fly so long and so far In Jil L-SpJtz, until 
I flew it myself. Its apparent to tJ l IJck of 
directional stal ility guarantees you will 
spend so long wotching the string that you 
cl re bound too be a long way from hom ' 
before you master it. 

Finally, the major daily prize that every­
one covets, the Camphill Horn, went one 
day to Chris Hughes, for - while airborne ­
removing Wales from an air chart to provide 
a sun hot. Mind you, I think he is vVelsh, 
but I may be wrong. 

Finally for those who like sta tistics (sad 
souls you may be, but we seek to please), 
182 hours, .3 23 launch " 3B gliders, if you 
include club classics, and 52 pilots. If you 
wilnt registrations and names you will need 
to read Vintage ec News. seVe prints long 
tabl es only for competitions, which is fair 
enough consideri ng hO\~1 much th ey cost. 
However, I should poin t (J ut that there are 
dangers in printing nJmes : some years back 
one publication did this, and missed some­
one off; his wif' noticed . Whether she was 
suspicious or just v ry keen on accuracy 
I don't know, but is it worth the risk? 

The 323 launches meant that the 52 pilots got plenty 

of landing practice - though not always at Camphill... 

Sailplane & Gliding 

The launchpoint at the Camphill Rally in Derbyshire 

this spring (all photos: Ian Dunkley) 
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IHAVE been to Finland a number of times 
and have manv Finni sh friends, but it 
never ceases to amaze me how a qUiet, 

reserved, or even morose bunch of people 
ca n be transformed by th e merest whiff of 
alcoho l, th e ringing of a mobile phone, or 
the sight of a friend. If you don't be lieve 
"morose" or "reserved", try sm ili ng and 
say ing "hei" to every stra nger you pass in the 
street; you soon w ill. However, get to know 
th em (preferably over a pint, it speeds things 
up) and you will find out why I was so keen 
to return to thi s fa scinating country for the 
pa rties, and the fl ying, ,I t thi s yea r's VGC 
Interna tional vintage rallies. 

It was un for tun ate that the Briti sh showed 
~n un usu ~ 1 relLi ctanc for stra nge forc: ign 
pa rt s: Chris Raines's Kite 1a was th e so le UK 
aircra ft e ntr~lIll. Eight other adventurous and 
committed pil ots, taking advantage o( cheap 
flights, joined them. VGC Pres ident Chri s 
W i ll s arri ved on crutches, and Sue and Tony 
M<:llIfe completed an epic cyc le ri de from 
the U K - apart (or the wet bits - showing 
what Britons used to be made of. 

The British shortfall was made up by 
11 8 pil ots representing 14 countries, and 
40 aircra ft from as far afield as th e USA, 
Italy, Hungary, Austri a, Switzerl and, and 
France, plus large contingents from Holland, 
Germany and Sca ndinavi a. 

Two sepa rate rallies are alvvays involved : a 
rendezvous, whi ch this yea r was at O ri paa, 
and a main rall y, ,It j iimi, the deS ignated 
gliding site for th e ill-fated 1940 O lymp ics. 
Th irteen gl iders took pa rt al O ripaa and 
enjoyed good flying over four days, w ith two 
cross-countries: a K-7 to jami, giving the 
Dutch pilots a chance to put their towels 
down before the Germans arrived, and a first 
field landing, wi th his towel, by Chris Raines 
in his Kite 2a . The 10(,11 club, who have 
an all-glass fl ying fl eet, Ihoughtfull y hu ng a 
Pik 4 in th eir hanga r roof to provide a 
nest.ing site for swallows, who show th eir 
gratitude by leaving small presents on the 
w ings be low. I hope that on my next visit the 
I' ik is doing its own fl ying. 

The move to jami took pl ace on a clay 
w ith impress ive cumulus build-up , which 
provided some vio lent local storms and 
lightning strikes just to generate a sense of 
anti 'ipati on and to demonstrate the va lue of 
tie-downs, There is nothing like being in the 
middle of a storm, recting tents in a forest 
of ta ll trees, wi th simultaneous lightning <l nd 
thunder, to make you wonder if th ose w ho 
stayed in Britain had perhaps got it ri ght . 

The open i ng ceremony was conducted 
w ith unusual, and we lcome, brevity. I w ill 
not con tinue w ith a day-hy-day report, so 
important to egotistica l camps pilots. Instead 
I will tell you about the highlights: sociJI, 
touristi c and fl y ing. About fi ve years ago 
two aeromodellers, a grandfather ,1Ild his 
son, started building a DFS Habicht lo the 
ori ' inal 1936 design. Soon lhe, were joined 
by Christoph Zahn! the teenage gra ndson, 
who after learn ing to fl y now demon strates 
thi s full y-aeroba tic he'lLIty. His displJY, 
whi ch includ ·d in ve rted spins, was a fea ture 

October - November 2003 

Above: the VGC rally featured 21 -year-old Chrisloph 

Zahn flying the Habicht his father and grandfather buill 

Right: parked up. Below: waiting to launch in Finland 

each evening and showed how fast a young 
pil ot can progress. Gliding cou ld do with 
more like him. 

"What is Finland like?" Startin g off under 
the sea, emerging only to be covered by icc, 
it is as expec ted, fl atti sh, but from the air 
the full beauty is revea led: w inding ri vers, 
sceni c strea ms, ponds, lakes, the odd damp 
patch, large forests and sma ll attracti ve farms 
encouraged by the long hours of daylight 
and EU subsidies. 

One of the mJin objectives of the Vintage 
Glider Club is to promote vintage fl y ing 
worldwide, which was one reason why jami 
was chosen for thi s vear's in tern at ional. 
Known as the "cracll'e of Finnish gliding", 
th e site was selected in the 1930s as idea I 
for th e th en new sport. Th cJ nks in part to 
the rally, pl ans are now be ing made for jami 
to host an annual vintage event that w ill 
include gliders, powered aircraft, mode l 
aircra ft, ca rs, and so on. 

After one very hot day the rall y transferred 
to snow with a temperature of -2 °C for the 
O lympic Pilots Curling Championship. 
Quite w hy the Finn ~ wa nt to freeze their 
appendages off in the summer after long 
w in ter of snow and ice, I don't know, but 
the ski tunnel provides a 125 0-metre cross­
country course. Three teams competed, 
Nordic, Rest of Europe, and Res t of World , 
whi ch I ca ptained. My only comp laint, 
apart from frost-bitten toes, was th at the 
20,000-euro cheque my w inning team 
received was unSigned. The results of the 
other, less enjoya ble O lympic events, in ring 
throwing, A4 paper gliders, spot landing, 
,md cross-country skiing, are not important. 

Enough of thi s, what about the gliding? 
Cloudbases t() 1 ,600m (5 ,250ft), impress ive 
cUlllulu build-ups, fantJsti c li ft and areas of 
equall y stron g (if less we lcome) sink, the 
odd li ghtning strike to li ght up th e cloud 
shadows, and just enough rain to keep 
crews on their toes. Small tasks were set 
eJch dill' and many rall y aircraft fl ew these, 
chas ing loca l glass gliders out of th rma ls 
that they should not have needed to jo in the 
first place, Thi s went on until the wea ther 
chJnged to a meteorologica l condition that 
the Finns and others, ca lled " Bri tish", and 
restri cted fl ying to xtended ci rcuits for a 
few dill'S, boosting local tourisill. 

The bes t party in gliding must be the 
Intern ati onal Evening. This year was no 
exception, aided by even more alcohol than 
usual, and a vari ety of food intended to 

increase the sa le of indigestion remedies in 
the loca l sponsoring town. Like all good 
parti es, it is hil rd now to remem ber it all: 
how my native tongue became increasingly 
incoherent , while my German beca me more 
fluent; emerging from the party for fresh air 
1.1 min utes after midnight, to be bea ten up 
by a hang-gli der; trying to teach a German, 
at 03.30hrs, to pl ay " Finlandia" with a birch 
leaf; and introducing scepti ca l forei gners 
to Marmite ... 

Next yea r's Intern ational Rall y will tJke 
place at Gl iwice, home of r)o land 's growing 
vin tage movement, which includes m,l ny . 
young pil ots . With the rendezvous at Grun <1 U 
and the wave-pi oneering Hert zgeberg, glid­
ing reall y is returning to its roots . just to 
compli ca te things, international politi cs h,lVe 
changed the names to jelenia GorJ and 
Karppach; what was Germany is now 
Poland; and what were small shops are now 
socking grea t Tescos. That's life. 

Thi s yea r at the rall y's clos ing ceremony 
we ll-d served thanks were given to the hard­
working Finni sh vin tag enthusiasts, who 
overcame their reluct( n .e to meet strang r, 
and orga nised a gr at rall y th at, 
I Jm told, has already led to new restoration 
work. I woul d parti cu larl y like to th ank 
Taisto, Ri sto, KP, Matt i, Esa, and j ys ti, whose 
name I may have w rit ten w rongly (is th at 
surprising?), to whom I presented Camphill 
Horns for not exaggerating the story about 
the lad ies' sa una, the rea l reason for my 
return (see To j am; jav; on a Honda, 
February-March 2000, p34l. Chris W ill s, 
whose vision led to this and 30 preceding 
VGC InternJtionJls, then rang the cowbell , 
the ra ll y was over and the VGC ilag \.. 
handed over to Poland. ~ 
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eadi or a 
Guy Westgate's epic journeys are legendary. This 
summer, he took not only a toothbrush, but a 
friend as well. The first article in Guy's series sees 
them crossing the Channel and passing through 
France. The destination: Mount Etna 

THIS WAS to he my fourth European tour 
with my DG-400 motorgiirler and I was 
very fortunate to have encouraged, or 

press-ganged, (I travel compan ion with a 
second DG-400: Paul Barker, a fri end and 
experienced glider pilot from Southdown Gc. 
As Paul and I both work for British Airways it 
was a small miracle that we had been awarded 
similar leave timcs; just over four weeks for an 
adventure. The goal: a 5,000km out-a nd-rcturn 
to Mount Etn il in Sicily. 

I had some experience oi packing for these 
expedi tions and had most of the "Ps" prepared: 
passport, papers, protective covers, plasters 
and parae tamol, and thi s year, for th e first 
time, th e luxury of a pi Ilow to go with the 
sleeping bag and toothbrush. 

The initi al pack is always the most frustrating 
and th e smilll pile of useful items next to the 
glider grew without hope of its fitting into the 
sma ll space behind my head. We had been 
preparing a li st of possible I'lilding sites in ItJly 
as th e gliding clubs fizzl e out south of Rome, 
but a computer crash lost all of our dilta just 
before PellJ l persuaded me that Monday June 
9th WclS the day to start. We would have to 
make up In alternative plan down route. The 
day was great for the beach but not special for 

gliding in the south; the foreeJst , though, was 
worse. We hit the first wea ther window, taking 
off in a very untidy formation at 15.00hr5 into 
a crystal-clear but dead sky. The grounrl run 
was disturbingly lonu and with th e extrJ 
20 litres of fll I I \ S carrying in my w ings 
I must have been close to maximum take-off 
weight. Pau l was off the ground ·everal 
seconds before my eleva tor sprang into life and 
by 500ft (150m) we had tightened up the 
forma tion as we said goodbye to Storrington 
and climhed w est to the London TMA's base. 

Our first techni al problem of many was my 
heaclset, which mJd communication possible 
only when throttled be ck to idle. After a short 
glide we compromised our ide,l ls (to minimise 
engi ne uSJge and make the most of soaring) 
and used the engine to climb aga in to th e 
hi gher airwJY bJse. The next 1 OOkl11 along the 
coast looked dead with coo l sea air. 

During the glide past Lydd we agreed that 
Paul would radio London Informati on for an 
airborne fli ht plan, ca lling" "Golf-Delta Indi a 
Romeo Kilo Forma ti on" . Tlie con troll er seemed 
singulJriy unimpressed, as if he talked to gliders 
every day and dismissively told us that we 
would be on the ground in France before the 
flight plan c leared. For safety, we climbed 

w ithin easy r ach of land and at 6,500ft p 
(1,980111) stdrted the glide across the water tl' 
towards Le Touquet. The crossi ng WdS 
completely uneventful, the Jir almost still. el 
Techni , I problem number two was my glide k 
omputer; I underestil11dlcd the height required 'I 

and consequentl y had to coast in ea rl y abeam h 
Boulogne to start the eng ine one last time. c 
Nei ther of us had pa cked very well and, wi th a ill 
very st iff bd ck, I was extremely glarl to be ot 
across the Chan nel on th e ground. We dutifully 
showed our passports, re-packed to improve a r 
comfort and raced back into the air to see if IJ, 
we cou ld sa lvage anything from the day to th 
make some distance without th engine. ar 

There were a few w isps of cumulus left but ju 
not enough lift to fly cross-country. We ur 
climbed a littl e and as a glide toward s Ami ens tu 
was looking short. we turned for Abb ville. 
Not grea t progress but hJppy to be in Fra ncc. h. 

We <; tarted se,Hching for the airfield as a at 
DG- 00 passed on tow and, while we ci rcled 
the town in the last buoyant air of the day, ci 
were treatecl to an exce ll ent aernbJ ti c display (( 
to celebrate the end of a competition Jt the SI! 

field. An hour after the display, the 300 or so OL 

spect<1tors had dwindled to three competition S\ 
scorers, who even tu ally took pity Oil us. We all J 
packed into one ti ny car and sped off to J W 

beautiful little restJurant on the banks of the 
Somme for beer, mussels Jnd chips. aF 

Vile were promised In engineer the nex t 01 
m rning to open the fuel pumps, but nobody ar 
') rri verl. Paul eventuall y found a petrol tJ tion 
but vv,s blackmai led into buying a heavy-duty bL 
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plast ic jerry c<l n, as th e Jttenclant did not like 
the look of our co llapsible w ater rontainers. 

There was light rain before lunch Jncl I 
discover d that my ra i ncoa t must have been 
left behind. EventuJll y th e sky looked br ight 

,r! enough to give us sOllle chanc<" of soa ring. We 
briefed a formati on take-off but Abbev ill e oon 
claimed its first v ictim. Paul 's whee l go t stuck 

J in J rut and he lost hi s French maps in the fl ap 
of gettin g out of th e glider to push it cleM. 

Iy The conditi ons did not mat h expectati ons 
and we ball ooned along in the strong westerl y, 
Paul taking a rout north of the Sam me over 
the huge First World War cemeteri es . I tri ed to 
analy e the problems with my new C PS, fitted 
just be fore our departure. Not onl y did I no t 
understand all the fields of data, but it refused 
to ta lk to th e var in, nel barogrdph . 

vVith a res ue ngine stMt Jp iece and cloud­
\ base dipping below 2,000fi (610m), we stopped 
t at the neZll es t gliding cl ub of St Quentin . 
I From the cafe-bJr w e w atched WJves of high 
~ cirrus (l ncllater rJ in and determin d thJt 

condi tions w ere not go ing to improve, so 
switched from coke to beer and commiserJ ted 
our poor progress . Aft ' r ca ll s to Tony and 
Sylvain, our back-up [ea nl at home, we traced 

II a wiring fa ult in my C I' S loom and a broken J 
wi rl' in the barograph connection. 

Towa rds evening we wa tched the l ireless 
aggression of territoria l fights between ,1 ga ng 
of Pa inted Lady bu ltertl i s in between th e rilin 
and st;] rted to worry JboU L the weeks aheJd. 

There was a M eteo France office on the fi eld, 
but desp ite having at least three staff, they 
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were fairl y c lueless about gliders and o ffered 
littl e help nex t morning, confirming by radar 
that the large shelf of c loud and rain we had 
woken up to w as cl eJ ring nor th -ea st. VVe 
launched as soon as we could and cond itions 
initi all y looked good as the cumulus rose with 
the warmth of the mornin g sun. 

It WJ Sour first day of team fl y ing, something 
w e had never rea ll y tried befo re. W e have both 
been used to formati on fl y ing dnd soaring in 
very cl ose proximity, parti cularl y ridge fl y ing at 
ParhJm . A lthough these sk ills were necess,lrY, 
it w as communiC3 ting c limb rate, altitude and 
intentions th at we fou nd took some pract ice. 

W e used the U K gliding frequ enc ies until w e 
heard other legitimJle users dnd then switched, 
so had the luxury of J pri vJ t frequency for the 
duratio n. W e dlso used a pair o f wa lkie tJlki es, 
so when w' were talking w ith ATC on the 
glidt' r radio, we could continue to talk together 
about our intenti ons. 

The soa ring was fairl y straightforward until 
sou th o f Soissons, where there was a distin ct 
lack of clouds. The cumulus edg str tehed 
south -w est, deep into P;)ri s airspace, so w e 
topped up w ith height to 4,000l"t (1 ,220m) 
and gl id out south into the blue. W e sJ nk in 
luy air and, il t th e point of gi v ing up, found 
our first weak lift. Th e airmass had changed 
in character and we fuund onl y ti ght rough 
cl imbs, reJching 3,500ft (91 5m). After some 
very low scrapes, we wer both thankful to 
have help looking for lift, w ith no cumulus 
markers. To make li fe more ch, Ilenging th ere 
were some distinct mid-level inversions th at 

frustrated each th ermal bubble. By Troyes every 
clilllb felt like it w as th e lils t o f th e d, y. As we 
talked about landing sites the thermals 
improved tow ards the ri sing ground of the 
Pl ateau De Langres w ith a few cumulus aga in 
marking climbs up to 6,OOOft (1 ,830m). It WJS 
a short-li ved rep ri eve cl nd, as my glide to Dijo n 
started slipping JIVay, I took 1 ,000ft with th e 
engine to clea r th e last ridge. Pa ul had better 
luck fin d ing his final glide over J deep wooded 
vall ey il nc! we jo ined the c ircuit at D ijon 
Daro is . For the first tillle we were Illet w ith 
enthusiasm. W e w er soon offered keys to the 
clubhouse and direc ti ons to a restaura nt. It hJd 
been a grind of J day but we were fin all y 
closer to schedule. W e needed to make 200klll 
a clay to hill' , hope ot reJching Etn<l. 

Pilul der id d his rJdio spea k r - against the 
rear cockp it bulkhead - was being muffled by 
his luggJge. W e bo th had a coillpreh Ils ive 
mini too lkit but even w ith a solderi ng iron, 
sc rewdri vers and spa nn rs the field ly job of 
reloca ting it took hours. 

The airfi eld is famous for it s sa tellite fil c tori es 
and we pent the morning nosi ng Jround the 
new Apex facto ry, the current builders of th e 
carbon w inged CAPI Oc.: and t.he aerobati c CAP 
22 2 and 232 . As we prepilrcd the gliders a 
flurry of Dyn Aero micro lights w ere being test 
flow n. These tiny glilss fibre Jerop lanes were 
off the ground in less thJn 200m (650ft) and 
seemed a qUilntum leap ahead o f the cl ass ic 
w eigh t-shift micro l ight I expected. 

The clubhouse w all s were full of mJps of J ir­
space and w e were ca refull y bri ered o n w hilt :» 
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TRAVELS WITH MY TOOTHBRUSH 


Dodging cu-nims south-west of Dijon 

- military zone, we could cross. VYe watched 
the morn i ng scraps of cloud 
accelerate ilW<1y int£1 t£1wering cu and as vve 
launched, thunderheads appeared on the 
northern horizon. We followed good cu 
along the C6te O'Or ridge to the south-west 
of Dijon (lnd cililed the military controller, 
who gave us a formation clear;.lIlce. The 
frequency was quiet and five minutes into 
the zone he asked us for our destination, 
whi ch I foolishly reported as: "No destination, 
the Alps". Our clearance was resc incled: 
"Stay clear of controlled airspace". I asked 
why and was told it was because we had no 
transponder and no destination. Immediately, 
I corrected our destin<ltion to Chambery <lnd 
we were again grant d clearance. 

The cumulus line w s taking us away from 
the Alps towards mor airspac nd for the 
second time in two days we struck out into 
the blue. We glid for 35 miles (65km) 
in stnble <lir. Thunderstorms continued to 
build in the distance. It W<lS still ea rly in the 
afternoon and Jlthough we had a glide to 
ai rfi elds in the valley, we hoped the first low 
ridges above Bourg En Bresse might break 
the inversion . We picked good fi elcls south 
of Louhans to sta rt the engines and decided 
on a long engine run to clea r the Saon 
pl ain . Despite the wind blowing along the 
crests of the first north-west facing ridges, 
they provided enough of n boost to thermals 
for us to plan ahead but we stru ggled t£1 stay 
in good lift with continuous light turbulence 
in the climbs. Just as I was feeling morc 
confident, with two better thermals and 
some south-westerly facing ridges ahead, 
I sank well below the deep canyon of the 
Ain river. As I was looking for a field to stJrt 
the engine, Pau l - who hJd fo llowed th e 
rising valley sou th of Oyonnax - was <llso 
forced into a short engine run as the ground 
rose to meet him. 

We met aga in on th e first of the big ridges, 
Grand Co lobi er. At over 4,500ft (1,3 70m) it 
towered above us, but classic mountJin theory 
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finally worked: on the into sun-into wind 
ridge, we climbed. 

I hJd read a description th e1 t J "tourist" 
thinks Jbout going home th e moment they 
arrive. l;\Iith big lumps of mountain looming 
temptingly from the haze ahead, we could 
think only of progress and finally felt like 
travellers, not tou·rists. 

High-level cloud was piling in from the 
east, but despite the lack of sunlight and 
reducing visibility we could see a route 
ahead and bounced our way in ridge lift 
towards L -c riu Bourget. It W<1S the end of 
the day and we had cracked th e Alps. We 
left the bigger mountains of the Chartreuse 
Massif to the south ilnd used the last of the 
thermodynamic lift until we were on glide 
for Chambery. 

We were told we should land within 
10 minutes and wasted no time with the 

'It became clear why we had 

had so many visitors. The 


entire lakeside had enjoyed 

a grandstand view of my 


unusual manouevres on arrival' 


hope of a hangar overnight. We were the 
last gliders to land at Chall es-Ies-Eaux, but in 
that time the hangar had been filled so we 
picketed down for the night. We indulged in 
the club dinner with the other visiting pilots 
and took the last room in the club dormitory. 

I found paperwork for my wing camera 
that night and spent a while fiddling with 
micro switches to reset the white balance and 
exposure controls. The extensive morning 
briefing was half an hour late, which was 
fortunate as we caught the start. Various 
temperatures and levels were mentioned in 
French and both Paul and I caught 2,600m 
(8,530ft) and 3,400m (11, 150ft) and a 
tempercl ture of 3S Q The dreaded word for • 

storm - "orage"- kept cropping up, too. 
A few visiting pilots told us conditions were 

not good enough for them to fly. The wind­
sock was hardly indicating a gale on to th e 
home ridge and the first two gliders off the 
winch fell back so we did the French thing 
and had a light lunch before take-off. 

The air was slowly climbing the short 
ridges behind the site, but the smoothness 
and calm above the airfield belied the 
menace of rapacious sink and rotor in the 
transitions further down the valley. Progress 
was a curious mix <) anguish and joy as 
soon more gliders were sent up the wire on 
to the same ridges, every glider fighting to 
climb. Every foot of climb was a battle. The 
first thermals eased the congestion a little 
but escaping the inversion was not easy. 
I cheated and followed three locals around 
on t£1 th e higher ridge behind Chambery. 
Paul chose <1 different mute and spent over 
an hour below the tree-line, every foot hard 
won and all too easily lost. We met up 
above the sunny cliffs of Mt de la Croix but 
our relief at finally beating the inversion was 
short lived. We stumbled north-east, from 
sunny col to wincJwJrd spur, but nothing 
was lelling us climb - just slowing our slide 
towards Lake Annecy. By the end of the 
Charbon ridge we had sunk down into the 
trees and more hot, lazy air. 

Without a better idea, we crossed the lake 
looking for suit<lble fi elds to start the engine 
and jOined dozens of par<:lgliders on the first 
s£1uth-west fac ing ridge above Annecy's 
shoreline. The paragliders were marking the 
lift well but flying the multi co loured slalom 
course was stressful. As soon as we gained 
500ft (150m) we jumped back to the higher 
ridge behind the lake and climbed a little 
eas ier with the ridge to ourselves. Even so, 
we could not climb above La Tournette at 
7,000ft (2, 130m) and pushed further east on 
to the long Aravis chain, arriving aga in well 
below the top. Once more the grind began. 

Arrive11 height showed itself to be criti ca l. 
I was 50ft (15m) lower than Paul over a little 
hanging valley with no lift immed iately 
beyond. The height meant he could cross thE! 
next spur whilst I had to take the sinking 
route round so our height difference became 
300ft (90m), then on the next spur 600ft 
(180m). When finally he arrived on a 
working ridge line, I was too low Jnd had to 
return through all the si nk, lOSing half an 
hour of time. 

With a max imum altitude of a,OOOft 
(2,440m) Paul escaped past Mt Percee into 
the Arve valley and reported that the western 
limestone cliffs <:lbove the va lley were 
producing lift. I followed somewhJt later 
Jnd lower but a combination of turbul ence 
from some lifting wing tape from my wing 
camera, dehydration and, finJlly, light rain 
meant my drive to make distance had gone 
for the day. I spent an hour struggling to stay 
level, getting seriously trounced in some 
kind of rotor, and with nowhere else to go 
clear of the building storms, we descended 
to the small Jirfield directly below us at 
Sallanches. I misjudged the circuit due 
maybe to fatigu e and dehydration but some­
how ended up on th e runway. The airfield 
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was derelict Jnd deserted. We first pushed 
the gliders towards J fence to tie down then 
moved them Jgainst the hangar to reduce 
visibility from the roJd as we hosted more 
than the normal number of interested 
byst;:lIlders. We had made just 67km in five 
hours of flying but, worse, we were only 
2km nearer EtnJ. 

We walked past a busy lilke recrea tion 
complex on our Wily to il restaurant and it 
beca me clear why we had so many visitors. 
The entire Idkeside had enjoyed a grand­
st,lIld view of my unusual manoeuvrin g on 
arrival. We had a few beers; Paul admitted 
that he too had plenty of " that wasn't 
particularly wise, was it?" moments and we 
agreed that we still knew nothing about 
mountains. Vile were both nervous about the 
safety of the gliders overnight after two 
warnings from helpful strangers so had our 
first nighr under the wing. There was no 
power at the fidd; th e only light was from 
the odd glow-worm on the ap ron. 

A localmicrolight pilot arrived early and 
spent 30 minutes rigging his weight-shift 
wing as we crawled out of our sleeping 
bags. Just after Paul returned with food the 
police turned liP: our landing was a big 
problem. The Jirport was closed awaiting 
demolition and a house-building programme 
- we were not allowed to land. We 
wondered exactly what they could do. 
Th ey could not stop us from taking off, and 
a fine seemed unlikely. After an exchange 
with the microlight pilot they left. 

We watched ragged cumulus growing 
over the sunshine on the west side of th e 
valley and on e lhe clouds had climbed 
above th e Reposir ridgeline we IJunched 
towa rds th e sunshin . It was th e right start 
point as J bright yellow parilglider was 
climbing well on the ridge as we arrived. 
We scoured the ridge but the thermals were 
tiny ilnd our SS kt (1 02km/h) circling speed 
could not get close to the paraglider's ability 
to soar in the narrowest of lift. We decided 
that we had not climbed high enough to 
break the first inversion and crossed back 
over th e airfi el d to the southern-facing 
corner of the Aiguilles de Varan ,)!lei the Fiz 
ridge above St Gervais. 

Again we scoured the mountain slopes 
but I (ound th e 200ft (60m) I had above 
Paul to be critica l to my Jelvantage. After 
20 minutes I made three goocl S-turns and 
after thJt climbed 50ft (15m) with each pass 
agJinst the mountilin. Paul could not climb. 
Within I 0 minutes I could explore along the 
verti ca l ridgeline 10 the north-east and once 
I had cleared the gently sloping unclercliff, 
the lift aga inst the mile of vertical rock 
accelerated to 8kt (4m/s). The trJnsformation 
was incred ible. The paragliders w had 
joined Iowan the Fiz ridge were all in the 
same predicament as P,lUI. The lucky pi lots 
were all above me still but it didn't take long 
to race up past NIt [iuet and Ruan, where 
three colourful wings were hovering above 
the giant bulging almond of rock almost 
overhanging th e mJin ridge. Just b fore the 
glacier on th e north co rner I flashed past a 
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climber, lying on his back rel axing in the 
afternoon sunshine. His bright red jacket 
contrJsted perfectly with the scene of 
sand-a nd-black-coloured rock striJtions, 
white snow, cream-coloured clouds and a 
deep blue sky - the view south fill ed w ith 
the ri ch texture of the NIt Blanc JY\assif. 

P,llIl got fed up with my radio calls about 
the best conditions and decided he had 
been past the same restaurilnt at patio leve l 
so many times that he should pay J cover 
chJrge. He finally escaped his inversion 
prison with th e engine to join me and th e 
pJrilgliders. I had re-fitted the wing-mounted 
video and we zoomed along next to the rock 
wall enjoying our freedom for the camera. 
The conditions were just so good, the 
scenery so gross ly oversized, that I started to 
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Left, from top: Video stills taken by Guy using the 

camera shown, on a mount made McLean Aviation 

Above: the first leg of the trip (map: Steve Langland) 

fee l guilty - surely something thi s good 
couldn't he leg;:d? Seeing a second glider 
specked aga inst the enormous rock WJII 
provided a visceral reality check, somehow 
legitimising our activities. 

We made cloud base at just ov r 10,OOOft 
(3,048m) and pushed south over Chamonix 
before following the main valley north-east 
up to the Forciaz pass and NlJrtigney. 

The darkest streets running against NIt 
Blanc were spitting with rJin so we took th e 
las t high climb atll ,000ft (3,350m), said 
goodbye to France for a while and entered 
into th e hugely impressive RhClne valley, 
which splits th e Alps for 70 mil es . 

We had been wJrned about thunderstorms 
aga in but at least we were in good company 
- we met half a dozen gliders enjoying th e 
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TRAVELS WITH MY TOOTHBRUSH 


Soaring along the almond-shaped outcrop on the ridges north of Mont Blanc 

>- weekl' nd conditi ons paq Verhi er ;lIld Si on. 
Th e clouds away from the main vall ey were 
looking increas ingly bo isterou s, the valleys 
leading south towards th ~' IVl atterhorn and 
M onte Rosa w ere full of storr11';, and within 
minutes we were be ing washed out of th e 
sky. W e escaped the rain temporarily to the 
north " nd played round the foot of th e huge 
Al etch glaCi er until Paul found ,1 good climb 
and shot th e lower pel rt of the glaC ier like a 
toboggan. The monster peaks of Ei ge r, 
M onch andlungfrau were all deep in storms 
and rny drea m to soa r th e Bern es" Oberland 
would have to wait as attention focused 
back to th e main RhCln e vall ey - rain was 
pinning us in. \;Ve talked to Sion Air Traffic to 
est,lhlish the c losed status of Munster ne;l!' 
the head of th e vall ey and with th e storm 
cell s to the cast now snapping at our heels 
we glid back to th e ex-military airfield at 
Raron. Th e storms from tllf' north-west did 
not wait for us to land (lnci we endured 
torrential showers over the next few hours as 
th e Alps vented th eir pent-up heat energy. 

W e met the chief of the runway, M arcel, 
who could not do enough for us. He seemed 
quite happy that we had diverted due to 
thunderstorm s and so did not have th e 
required fli ght plan or immigration c learance 
for landing in Switzerl and. He showed us 
the Swi ss automati c wea ther stcl ti ons; the 
AMIE termin al in thclubhouse where we 
learnt the fore ast was for more thunder­
storms. H t'h n organi, d a hot ' l room and 
even cion(l led th e two airficld umbrellas, 
le;wing hi mself with a pJ l io-sized paraso l as 
h fo llow ··cJ us around offe ring, ~s ist a n ce . 

Raron town appea red closed. \Ne struggled 
to find a pl ace to eat but cnj oyed a. proper 
bed after the concrete of Sallanches. The 
vi ll age boasts a fairy ta le church and cast le, 
built on a ro ' ky outnop in the vall I' floor 
with a surpri s ch(lpel cave, c<lrved out of 
the granite benea th. W explored the church 
complex 3nd wand ered back over the 
swollen Rhone to th e airfield for breakfast 

prepared by M 3rcel. A visiting motorglider 
pil ot advised us to start high to bounce the 
lowest inversions, and said it was common 
for glider pilots from Sion to take tows above 
6. 500ft (I, 9t30m). As we prepared to go 
M arcel chose his moment to inform us of a 
Sundtl y morning take-off ban but - after 
negoti ating ,1 noise Jbatement route - we 
used th e very wide runw,lY to again pr,lCtise 
our formation departure. We climbed directly 
to the western facing slopes, to th e south of 
Raron, and after littl e trial and error quickly 
found the pattern for the day. I moved the 
wing Celmera to look oV 'r th e ta ilpl ane and 
once we har! found th e snowy pe<lks we 
spent a while playing around in the most 
incredible scenery: snow, green gl ac ier ice 
Jnd ebony-black rock - all two miles up. 

All too soon we could sec the ominous 
vi ew of anvi I heads on the e,l st hori zon and 
due south, but south-east sepmed clear. We 
left the Rhone vall ey just short of the Furb 
pass towards the Lc'ponite Alps. Cloudbase 
dropped I ,000ft but th ere were good lines of 
li ft th at drew us past Ambri ,md Lodrino then 
on toward s Lakes Maggiore and Como. We 
contemplated jumping ba k north-east to 
join th e Rhine valley and stay in th e big 
mountains but the cumulus did not look 
parti cul arly inviting. The vi ew south was not 
good either - th e Po vall py over the lakes 
looked much hazier, m,lsking storms evident 
by the odd anvi I head. 

W were not spared homi work, <lnci ,lfter 
clearing the extreme northern corn er o f L(l ke 
Como we ran throu"h light rain, which 
made c limbing il struggl ' . The wind dire ·tion 
had changed aga in, and although we were 
cloi ng a II the ri ght th i ngs, it took us fa r too 
long to bre<Jk th e inversion and climb. VVe 
decided to try to mak the best di stance we 
could along th e lower O r6bin e range on the 
southern edg of th e Alps. There w ere < few 
good low -level escape routes from the 
inevitabl e rain , with landing options in th e 
Anna alley, but th e route east looked cl ea r. 

I could stCl rt taunting Paul with threJts th at 
I would eat his pizza when I landed first. 
We had made Italy. 

Il was time to change gear and take the 
odd wea k climb to sav ' drriving too low on 
the next ridge Jnd yet agJin my impati ence 
did not se rve me well. f'<lul eventually 
mcll'ked sO l1le stron ger I ifl and a.bove Pizzo 
della Presolana, an 8,000ft (2,440m) high 
ridge of sun-baked limestone teeth, w e had 
a gl ide to Verona, wlflch seemed a very 
appropriate target. As we descended, th e 
cloud base dropped with us; W E' contoured 
the last ridge line south of Lake Idro before 
crossing the lO-mile wide Lake Garda south 
of Monte Baldo. The vi ew north was typical 
of the last few days, as a bank of storms gave 
us the perfect' excuse for h,lVing igno red 
Swiss fli ght planning and, on calling th e 
commercial fi eld for airspace cl earance, we 
dec lared a diversion due to w ath er. 

Boscomantico has a large gliding club and 
as w(' landed we were hitched up to the 
club Fi at Jnd towed to the apron. The tower 
controll er dropped J bombshell by telling us 
we would not be able to fly tomorrow. Th e 
airfield was closed to all non-based aircraft 
on Mondays. He called the intern ational fi eld 
at Vill afranca for us, but they had no apron 
space amongst the jets. W e looked down the 
map for the next nea rest fi eld, and set off for 
Legnago. The controller warned us it \Vas 
hard to find and after a singl e climb to 
4,500ft (1 ,370m) we had suffi c ient height to 
make the last 35km. 

A microlight was doing micro-circuits and 
despite ca lling ollr in tentions, continued his 
antics. His colleagues eventually warned 
him of our arrival and WE~ ro ll ed up to th e 
clubholl se, to the astonishment of the club 
members. We spent a while perfectin g th e 
James Bond SQcret engine routine as more 
pilots emerged from th e clubhouse. Franco 
eventuall y Jgreed to take us to his favourite 
pi zza rest, urant and even returned to deliver 
us back to lhe airfield. We were in Itil ly 
eating pizza after a week on the roa d. \.. 
It doesn't get much better th an th atl ~ 

Paul indicates the distance from Verona to Mt Etna 
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British Gliding Association 

LEICESTER BASED • COMPETITIVE PACKAGE 

E~tabli5hed in 1929. the British Gliding Association is the governing body tor gliding and soaring in the Uk. MemjjJership comprises some 90 
gliding dubs with around 9.000 pilots and the BGA represents its members' interests externally and increasingly with various regulatory 
bodies. II Is responsible for the overall organisation of UK glidi ng including instructor training, safety, nationa l competitions and 
international participation, airworthiness authority, maintenance regulations for gliders, marketing, and support to clubs. This is del ivered 
by a sma ll professional staff in Le icester and in the field, and through a network of vo lunteers organised through spedalist subcommittees 
and working groups. The Secretary. as senior employee, retires after 33 years In May 2004. The role has been expanded and re·deflned as 
that of Chief Executive. 

Summary of role 
• 	Adllising, recommendmg and working in tandem With elected volunteers to formulate and deliver strategy and key programmes 
• 	 Implementing agreed strategies in partnersh ip with staff contractors and volunteers 
• 	 Liaising closely wilh and supporting member clubs 


Managing all operational programmes and finances; meeting strategic plan targets 

• 	As an advocate representtng the BGA externally in aviation regU latory, governmen t, sports and international forums in 

cO'operat lon WIth other officia ls 
• 	 Developing and delivering promotional and marketing campaigns, seeking new sources of funding incl uding sponsorship, and 

med ia coverage 

Qualifications and experience 
• 	Appropriate professional qualifications 
• 	 Min imum five years ' management experience with proven ~uccess 
• 	Working knowledge of budgetary and financial management 
• 	 Leading and motivating staff and volunteers 
• 	Preferred, but not essentia l, experience in gliding/general or recreational aViation 

For an information pack to make an application please contact Barry Rolfe BGA Secretary at Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, 

Leicester LE1 4SE Tel; 01 16 253 1051 or by email barrv@gljding,co,uk Applications to be returned by 5pm 15th October 2003 


ROGER TAKGETI 
Sailplane Services 

Bristol & Gloucestershire Gliding Club 
Nympsfield, Nr. Stonehouse, Gloucestershire GL10 3TX 


Tel: Workshop (01453) 860861 • Home (01453) 860447 

Mobile 07850 769060 


- email roger@targelt40.freeserve.co.uk 

Offering outstanding workmanShip, efficiency and service in: 
* All glass, carbon, kevlar, wood and metal repairs and modifications 

* Motor glider engine approval 

* C of A renewals and general maintenance 
* Weighings, including accurate in flight C of G positioning 

* Re-finishlng in all types of gel coat and paint 

* Hard wax polishing 

* Competition sealing 

* BGA and PFA approved
* Canopy perspex replacement 

* Aircraft recovery 

www.sailplaneservices.co.uk 
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STANDARD CLASS NATIONALS 


CP WEST 

SAILPLANE SERVICE 

We onl take on work we can start immediatel 

... All major & minor repairs and maintenance 

... Sailplanes, Gliders, PFA types and Insurance work 

... Wood, Metal or Fibreglass 

... German trained and qualified composite specialist 

... Purpose-built environment controlled workshop 

... CofA, annual and mandatory inspections 

... Weight & Balance, and CofG positioning 

... Modifications, instrument panels, refinishing 

Contact Roger Hurley 

Tel: 01432 851886 Fax: 01432 850598 


email -rogerhurley@gliderpilot.net 


---­
IPlace Pilot Glider type Reg Points 

1 Leigh Wells LS8 (15m) LS 3241 

2 Dave Allison LS8 (15m) LS8 3206 

3 Kim Tipple LS8 (15m) 36 3203 

4 Mike Jordy LS8 (15m) 676 3189 

5 Henry Rebbeck LS8 (15m) 232 3168 

6 Howard Jones Discus 2 02 3094 

7 Marlyn Wells LS8 (1 5m) 321 3093 

8 George Melcalfe ASW 28 104 3085 

9 Russell Cheetham ASW28 El 3083 

10 Keith Nicholson LS8 (15m) SKI 3062 

11 Tim Scott ASW28 ZI 3006 

12 David Draper LS8 (15m) 301 2971 

13 Richard Johnson ASW28 Jl 2968 

14 David Booth LS8 (15m) 790 2950 

15 Slephen Ell LS8 (15m) El1 2942 

16 Ed Johnslon ASW 28 W7 2933 

17 Paul Fritche LS8 (15m) L4 2911 

t8 Paul Shelton LS8 (15m) 01 2898 

19 Brian Marsh LS8 (15m) 0 7 2896 

ro Ryan Priest 

21 Jerry Langrick 

DISCUS 

LS8 (15m) 

Y2 

781 

2868 

2838 

1 22 Simon Redman LS8 (15m) 56 28 17 

23 Mark Davis Discus 969 2797 

24 Robert Wellord LS8 (15m) W8 2738 

25 Graham Smith LS8 (15m) 42 2729 

26 Peler Sheard Discus 2 310 2724 

Richard Browne LS8 (15m) L58 2700 
1 27 

28 Edward Downham ASW 28 V8 2698 

29 AI Clarke LS8 (15m) R4 2695 

30 Graham Drury LS8 (15m) 841 2693 

31 Wayne Aspland LS8 (15m) 325 2670 

32 Oliver Ward Discus 2 183 2662 

33 Dan Pitman ASW24 328 2659 

34 Brran Birlison Discus 565 2638 

35 Phil Jeffery LS8 (15m) 64 2635 

36 lain Evans LS8 (15m) EZ 2627 
1 

37 Bob Thirkell ASW28 B3 2620 

38 Gary Slingemore LS8 (15m) Xl 2617 

39 Allan Garrity LS7 (w) 7X 26 10 

40 Dave Byass LS8 (15m) 161 2570 

41 Peter Baker LS8 (15m) 144 2557 

1 42 Nick Wall Discus 230 25 13 

43 Leigh Hood LS8 (15m) 352 2506 

44 Jon Arnold DISCUS (w) JA 2449 

45 Jay Rebbeck LS8 (15m) 628 2427 

46 John Glossop Discus 291 2390 

47 Julian Hitchcock Discus SGI 2285 

1 48 AI McNamara LS8 (15m) R3 2277 

49 Angus Walson LS7 (w) Fl 


50 Mike Mee ASW28 MM 1939 

1 £J 
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Gary Stingemore reports 
on this year's Standard Class 
Nationals at Husbands 
Bosworth, which was won 
by Leigh Wells 

HUSBANDS Bosworth is one of the few 
venu es th ese days that ca n guarantee 
a tull competition entry li st - due to 

the exce llent fm iliti e5 <lIl d organi sat ion. 
Direc tor Derek Wes twood il nd Ron Bridges, 
the task-sett er, allow for a rplaxed yet 
competitive atmosphere. This experi enced 
team do the ir utmost to get the maximum 
out of each day, and normally succeed. 
Scoring is qui ck ,md accura te, whi ch in 
these modern times is expect d by eager 
pilots and crew alike. Let bilttle commence. 

Day 1, Saturday, July 26 - two-hour 
ilssigned area task (AAT). A gloomy morn ing 
gave littl e hope of a task, however, th e ski es 
started to clear. A northerly sec tor based on 
Saltby and back down to Market Deeping. 
The major deC ision "dme around the 
I ewarkl r<1nth Jm ar <1: when to turn back? 
The smart boys turned early and had a 
relati vely straightforward trip home. The 
more intrepid northerly explorers had a 
tough time making thei r WdY back into the 
<1ppro<1 .hing poor wea ther. Scrabb ling in 
weak lift to sc rape home, rain on the wa)' 
home hampering the glides. Top tip - don't 
land out one fi eld hort on the first clJY, you 
feel such a Newark (anag). jay Rcbbeck won 
the clay, conv inc ingly; next dJy he gave an 
insight on how he plJnned th AAT, proving 
it 's more than just luck. 

Day 2, Sunday, July 27 - NLE-WOR-OXF­
K S (3 12km). A day of goocl cl imbs, big 
decisions and cloucl fl ying. The first leg was 
the key. Those who had a good run into 
Northl each via cloud fly ing or other mea ns 
did well. Phil Jeffery and Keith N icholson sa t 
011 a ridge nea r Cheltenham look ing for 
insp iration, then the penny drop!> ,d. ot 
ev n the most opti mist i - junkie on < cid 
wou ld hav expected to do w li on th is 
strategy. Once rou nd LE it was fa irl y 
straightforward with good climbs and high 
cloudbases. Jay agai n won the day; he took 
d I) ig cloud c limb to get round the first turn. 

October - November 2003 

Opposite and above: Leigh Wells, National Standard Class Champion for 2003 (the White Planes picture co.) 

Day 3, Monday, July 28 - UPW-CAS 
(183km). A front <l pproaching from the west 
WilS expected to cut off the day e<1 r1 y; 
however, due to til(' size of the task it wasn't 
a rea l fac tor. Therefore the t sk was underset 
with finishers comi ng home by 14.00hrs 
(hinds ight's a wonderful thing). High speeds 
were recorded even with a 20kt wind. The 
start times varied JS well, myself and 
Ri chard Browne starting over il n hour later 
than the front-runn ers with l ittl e difference 
in overa ll speeds. Again cloud climbs were 
in order for some, up to 9,000ft, bu t this 
time there were enough good climbs not to 
make it a necess ity. Ri chard 'the gas-mJn' 
johnson, at hi s home c lub, won th e day at 
121 km/h, with JJ)' being very consistent in 
second place. Allegedly, th e Dunst-a ble 
contingent wan ted a BIG-GAY-MAN 
(Biggleswade-Gaydon-Manton), but were 
talked out of it after counselling. 

Wednesday, July 30 was scrubbed. 
However, the late cl ea rance CJme and a 
number launched into good onditions. 
Martyn Wells came on the rad io and 
informed the masses that a promotional 
photoshoot was taking pldce dnd some 
competiti on finishes were required. The 
boyz ob liged w ith their horns out, six inches 
was normal but 'Tiger' vV<lrd with his seven 
inches overcooking it sli ghtl y by taking a 
wedge-worth of divot with his winch hook 
during a 130kt, wheel-less, touch-and-go! 

Day 4, Saturday, August 2 - BSE-OL L 

UPW (329km). Th e;Hly morning eu , oon 
dissipated and the chy inev itably went blue. 
Most pilots started w ithin a 2S -minute h;lIld, 
which inev itably brought the dreaded 
gaggles . Around the Bury St Edmund area 
there were welcom eu giving good cl imhs 
up to 4,000fl. The pack bunched up on the 
third and fourth legs, which both helped 
and hindered progress. The big leve ller 

happened at orby, 20km out: a lo t of pilots 
gelling low and scrabbling for the one climb 
to get thelll home. Leigh Wells managed 
to find Ll so litary climb; thi s got him five 
minutes ahead of the pack, ea rning him first 
for the day Ll nd overall. Unfortunat Iy, Jay 
had a mJrginal glide that Wd5 too 'Iose ,mel 
clipped a tree and crashed, unhurt, on to a 
4x4 driving track just short of the line, end­
ing his competition. The LS8 is many good 
things, but an all -te rrain vehi cl it is not. 

Day 5, Sunday, August 3 - BA -COR­
BED (198 km). Bluer than a very blue thing. 
Lucki ly th e temperatures picked up 
sufficiently to produce some good, albeit 
sporadi , lift up 10 4,000ft. The lemmings 
gathered, jockey ing for pos ition .. . @ncl 
th ey're off. Dave Draper - an early sta rter 
- did his own thing and won the (iJy. Dave 
one of th ese ex- hano-g liding types, is, like 
his I arking mad predecessors, lewrn ing fctst, 
whi ch is more than can b aid abou t his 
tru ly appa lling go-kartin g skill s from a previ­
ous scrubbed day. In our sport , more than 
most, the line between success and failure is 
a fine divide. Leigh W<:. ll s got down to 600ft 
with J fi eld immin ' nt but managed to get 
away to fini sh 24th , which was enough to 
keep first place overa ll. 

At pri zegiving (which was on time) Derek 
thanked hi s many helpers - w ith the laude I 
applause for Hugh Brookes, the met man. 
The success of many a competition has been 
made or lost by the skill of the. forecaster. 
Long mdY it continue thal people like 
Hugh < r aVw ilab le (BGA Executi ve please 
take note). Leigh was graciOUS in victory, 
thanking the orga nisat ion, Jules, his girlfriend 
and crew, and his father, Martyn. It" sad to 
think that the first ava ilable date lor the next 
Hus Bos ationals w ill not be until 2006, 
due to junior pre-world and worlds. 
I, for one, look forwa rd to then. 
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David Masson describes how 
he developed his own style of 
flying to win his first national 
competition ... 

HELEN Evans, the editor of S&G, asked 
me to do a little write-up of th e 
18-Metre Nati onals helel ilt Tibcn ham 

thi s yea r. I'm not a nJtural writ er, but am 
quite happy to share my feelings about what 
I did right and wrong and what I think has 
m de the difference thi s time. 

I've been flyin g since I was 14 and went 
so lo on my ·1 6th birthday ( 1982). I WJS 

considered a "promi sing young pil ot", but 
didn 't do a huge amounl - got my Silver, 
ran out of money and had a four-year lay- oiL 
Still went round look ing at the sky and 
dreaming of fl ying. Gell ing back in a glirler 
was the most natural thing in th e world. 
My first contest WJS the Junior Nationals in 
1991 . What a fJnt,lsti c introducti on and 
lea rning experience for you ng pilots it is 
- I will forever regret being too old to have 
done more of them. After th at, I did a couple 
of regionJls, but it wasn't until th e first 
18-1"letre Nati onals at Tibenham a few years 
ago that I got into nationals properly. I've 
flown quite a few now - the Standards, the 
I S-Metre, th e Opens (in 18-m tre glid ers), 
but it 's alwavs been the 18-met re wh 're I've 
ri sked doing well. I've won d few days, but 
mainly strong-wind, low-scor ing, sp readout 
days. I rlidn 't do badly on th e rac ing doys, 
but was never the pilot th at went rouncl 
I Okm/h quicker thcl n everyone I e. I hadn 't 
done nearl y as much fl ying or adwlIlced as 
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quickl y as I'd have liked beca use of the 
fami ly/job/mortgage bit, but I mustn 't 
complain - I've been growing a crew! 

Th po int to make a.bout my fl ying is that 
I do my own thing. I choos my own start 
time, choose my own path, tend to 
avoid/ ignore others and detest gaggles. I've 
been a bit pig-headed about it and have 
been guilty of deliberate ly avo iding the 
gaggle even when it is making the ri ght dec i­
sions. If th ere is a choice and the gJggle 
takes one path I' m quite likely to take the 
other. I think of the gaggle ctS a brainless 
machine w ith no Jmhition that moves 
relentlessly on Hoovering up slowcoaches. I 
can 't sta nd getting caught up in its mentality 
or not being ab le to climb proper ly when 
I'm with it. I find it very frustrating when 
I do get ti ed up with it. I've often tried all the 
intelligent things to escape, only to find one 
mistake and it beats me. On the other hand I 
like the fact that others do gaggle 
- to see it ahead or behind - because it 
gives you a good clue as to how well you're 
progressing j nd th e possibility of beating d 

whole lot of peopl e in one go. I would like 
to gel into pair fl y ing, but haven't done any 
yet. While I think the gaggle is well beatable 
I don't think you can bea t a good team. 

I've been immense ly pl eased with my 
little brother's successes in the Juniors, Club 
Class and Worlds (Pete has won national 
titl es as well as the Club CIJSS Worlds in 
20(1 ) but it 's made me cl little jea lous as 
well - I rea ll y want to achiev like he has. 
About three years ago I made th e conscious 
dec ision to sti ·k w ith the kind of way I flew, 
but work hard to do it bett r. 

the White Planes picture co. 

I th ought I was doing most things right, but 
needed t.o get rid of some bad habi ts and 
fi nel my own edge. I seem to have got there 
now, though it 's been a gradual process and 
thi s is the first comp where it's all come 
together. The main filctors have been: 
• Working hard on getting my speed up on 
racing days anel blue days. Now I fly most of 
th e time with a racing mentality. I found 
plugging away at Lasham's "c lub 100km" 
great practi ce because you can compare one 
lap to another: it's ea sier to work out what 
you do right and wrong. Some days I go 
around it several times and others days 
I ch uck in a quick lap before or after a big 
task. I've extended that now and have. my 
own favourite .l OOs and SOOs. 
• Buying my LS6 "LS6" and discovering 
what an incredible machine she is. Not 
relying on non-competitive club machines 
and alwilYs being abl e to get in a glider 
which is set up right for me has been great. 
• Getting to grips with gli ding meteorology 
<lIld applying it to my flying. I do my own 
met any day I fl y and am getting better and 
better at forecasting the best areas to go and 
the likely conditions. When fl yin g, being 
able to equate what you see and feel to what 
you've forecast (o r not!) is an immen ·e help. 
I do wonder if thi s isn't thE' best edge I've 
found over other pi lots . 

Last yea r I felt my time was coming. I had 
a really good start to th e season, did my 750 
at 100km/h in April and was racing around 
everywhere, at one with my machine. 
Unfortunately I got very ill over the summer 
Jnd only just managed to get back to fl ying 
towards the end of the season . Thi s yea r I've 
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missed the ren lly guod d,)),s, bu t had the 
Silme fee ling. Then Glmc the competitiun ... 

Day 1: 302 .'i km (TIB-RAT-NAE-TIB). The 
forecast Wcb for a good d<lY w ith cumulus 
base ver 4,000fL I thought it was going to 
go blue, but good bluE, wilh a small 'hance 
of high-base cu reappearing late in the day. 
We launched into a great sky with 1-2/8s cu 
base at 3,SOOft-plu5. Befure the "ta rt I fl ew to 
the first TP and looked for signs of it going 
blue, It "vas, but with pl enty of time to do 
the task I waited until it went completely 
blue and for a p, tch of cirrus to disappear 
from th fi rst leg. I stJrted <lfter most peopl e 
Jnd quickly got into the swing of it. I GlUght 
up the gaggle on th e second leg and it 
instantl y irritated me by turning Skt cl imbs 
into 4kts. I was wi th it for about three cl imbs 
ilnd started trying to push out in front. I 
ended up finding J reasonable c limb for the 
gaggle and then leaving it Jnd pushing on 
down to 1 ,000ft downwind of Kettering, 
Aft r cl little sea rch I found 6kts. I went 
round the turn and CJmc back to find I'd 
made <l bout '1 Okm on the rest. Another good 
climb in almost the Sil me pia ·c Cl nd I was 
feeling v ry happy. I did strugg le to get a 
good climh to get on to fin al glide and 
thought the gaggle might come <l long and 
Hoover me up. But it didn 't - it turned out 
they struggled as well. Whilt a nice fee ling 
to start ncar th back and finish near the 
front, 5km/h quicker than, nyone else. I beat 
the gaggle! 

Day 2: 184km (TIB-SWN-STO-NMT-TlB ). 
Another blue d, y, but with a lower inversion 
and mor hea ting needed it wasn't going to 
be so nice, There \Va the odd good climb 
before th e sta rt, but th gaggle instJntly 
pounced on anyone cl irnbing well and 
destroyed it. VVe were struggling to get up to 
st,)rl height nd th e gaggle was wait ing, 
need ing people on track. I got fed up w ith 
play ing their silly ga mes ancl thought it was 
time to go, so dumped h<J lf my w,l ler <l nd 
left on my own at 2,. OOft. Fifteen minute 
later I was laughing, having had two ~kt 
cl imbs to 3,000it and shared them with on ly 
two or three others. I did con'ider going 
back to restart, but thought: "No I've already 
hdd my luck - now just tcl ke Zl dv,lIltage of 
it ". J didn't see climbs like th ilt again .- After 
th at it was 2-3kt climbs wedkening around 
2,000-2,500ft. The tri ck was to be really 
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Opposite: Dave's LS6 crOSSing the line at Tibenham. 

Left: Dave Masson. Above: Dave Chappell, who came 

second. Right: AI Clarke, who was third 

(the White Planes picture co.) 

strict and leave them as they weakened 
- mostly leaving 2kts at around 2,200ft. 
I could tell I was judging it about right 
because the del gliders I met up with were 
being reeled in and then left behind, I was 
down to 1 ,nOOft once, stopped, picked a 
field w ith a good trigger and explored. I was 
rewarded with a good 3kt climb and looked 
back to see the gaggle still miles behind. 
I ended up 3km/h quicker than 2nd and over 
7km/h quicker than most. I beat the gaggle 
aga in ! 

Day 3: 180.9km (TIB-BSE-EAR-STO-TIS) 
Another blue day, with th air coming from 
the North a, but a chance 01 the th ennzils 
going to over 6,000ft if it got hot enough. 
I laun hed last and didn't have the time to 
go to the other end of the line, where rieople 

'By Bourne I saw lots of 

gliders on the ground though 

conditions were quite good. 


I thought: I'm glad I wasn't here 

an hour ago' 


looked as if tl1<:'Y were getting quite high, 
At my end uf the line I strugg led to get tu 
3,500ft. I wanted to lea ve qui ckly dnd had 
the confidence that it would IJe going well 
further inl and , That turned out to be right 
with J good Skt climb and then a Gkt c limb 
to over 5,000ft at Bury, Jlthough I took it 
higher until it dropped beluw 3kt. I planned 
the rest of the fli ght on going round Eilr ith 
low-ish, taking wC'aker climbs if necesSil ry to 
round Stradishall high-ish and get back t(l 
Bury to try for ;.1Ilother really good climb to 
gel home. It would have worked except that 
il patch of cirrus ciJmped it illl down and 
I couldn't find that climb ilt I:lury. I SilW il 

glider in th e sun a few mil es on and went 
(or it. It WJS lay Rebbeck (a good sign). We 
worked ,lnd shifted and eventually got d 

re,) son,)b le climb thilt neJriy pUI us on gl ide, 
Nice and bubbly on the way in and J little 
top-up had me home J few minutes ilhead 
of those that had joined us over our fi eld 
(I hild my waler left and I don't think they 
did). Oavt' ChJppel1 won the day and I came 
in 5th , I'd given myself a good chance of 
winning the day, had fail ed, but hadn 't clone 
any damage. 

Day 4: 300.9km (T IB -GRL- LVI\J-EA~-GRF­
TIB). I was suspic ious about the weather. The 
forecast was for good cu, but I'd seen some­
thing odd on the forecast sounding - a very 

moist layer developing Mound and ilbove 
3,000ft. There was wave around before the 
start andllice cumulus, bJse 4,500ft. Rather 
more to the south-west, but it looked as if 
there'd be nice lines of energy on it. I made 
one start, got a 5kt cli mb and hedded south 
(well off track) to try to 
connect with th e energy. But I didn 't find 
any - I got lO the streets cl nd they weren't 
wurking. I thought: "This isn't convective 
cloud" and dec ided to restMt - th ere was 
still p lenty of time. That was a reJ I bit of 
luck, I set off aga in, a lot more conservatively. 
When I got to the m,)ss of cloud it got worse 
and worse - 8/8s, cloudbase dropping to 
2,500ft and the odd bit of dri zz le. It was a 
strugg le to make any progress. I stayed high 
and milked anything I cou ld find, following 
the darkest bits of cloud and brightest bits 
on the ground. 

Eventuall y I got to Newmarket, where it 
was brighter. There was a lot of cloud on 
track, but I could see it getting brighter sti ll 
to the so uth dncl even sunshine in th ' 
distance, So I kept to the south of track Jnd 
planned th e rest of the fli ght on getting to 
,lnd staying in the better weather even if 
I ended up making a huge detour and being 
slow, By BournE I saw lOIS of gliders on the 
ground though condit ions were quite good. 
I thought: " I'm glad I wasn 't here In hour 
Jgo". Look ing towards Earith it WelS very 
overcast dnd I was also glad I didn 't have 
to go " in there" yet. I turned Gransden and 
had a marvellous coup le of legs in booming 
cumulus with 4kl climbs 10 5,0001t. 

I didn't ra ce thJt h,l rd bec,luse I th()ught 
mosl people were probab ly on the ground 
'l lready ,lnd I didn't want to get back to 
EClrith quickly, Com ing back to Earith 
I worked Illy way upwind dnd round to the 
sout h and west looking fo r iI Wily in. 
Eventuall y I found a c limb to 4,500ft il nd set 
off gentl y. As I arrived it was ju~t starting to 
brighten up. I SilW one glider lower down 
heading into the murk and thought: "Why? 
You've done th t· hard bit. Why don't you Just 
wa it here a few minutes for the sun to come 
out?". I did that, but didn 't head into the 
murk. It started bubbling and I worked my 
WdY back round to the south to make sure 
stay ing in the good weather, The rest was 
easy, O nly two of us got back lhat day 
- AI Clarke Jnd I (he did very we ll because "> 
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l8-METRE NATIONALS 

Learning to Glide? 
No Course availability? 
Check out Shenington 

The Friendly Gliding Club 
We are special and this is how we do it: 
• 	 Flying 7 days a week 
• 	 Grass/Hard runways (weather resistant!) 

• 	 Value for money courses - guaranteed 
number of launches 

• 	 Professional Instructors - maximum ratio 2:1 

• 	 Winch, Aerotow and Motorglider available 

• 	 A friendly welcome to all visitors 

Clubhouse, Bunkhouse - Bar facilities avail­
able to members and visitors 

Shenington Airfield, Oxfordshire OX15 6NY 
Tel 01295 680008 • Email: gliding.club@virgin.net 

MAINTENANCE, REPAIR 
AND ADVICE FROM THE 
EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONALS 

SOMETHING FOR 

THE WEEKEND? 

ORDER TODAY! 


To compliment our existing 
worksh op faci lities you can 
now access a huge range of 

Parts, Repair Materials 
and Accessories from 

the comfort of your own 
home - 24 hours a day, 
most items available for 

immediate despatch. 

Simply visit: 

WWW.SVSP.CO.UK 

p he left J lot earlier Jnd must have strug­
gled more theln me). On ly 192 points 
for a ti ve-hou r strugg le. Sut then, another 
100 points ga ined over most people, Slime)" 
I can ac tuLlll y win thi s competition! LJter we 
discovered that the Met Office had inven ted 
a little warm front and added it tn their 
charts, The soundings had been correct. 

Day 5: 2GG,8km (T IB-THE-WRM-SWA­
RAT-TIBl. t\ brilli an.L racing day, despite the 
strong southerly, but we were confined to 
East Angli a, I haven't got much to say rea ll y 
except what fun it was - high c loudbJse and 
stonk ing cli mbs. I do remember making 
myself feel good about taki ng one 3kt climb 
(when kts-plus was the norm) as we were 
approach ing J downwind TP, How sens ible 
- \/OU don 't want to throw a camp away by 
pushing too hard (see Day 6). AI Clarke won 
at I 29.7km/h. I was 5th at 125 ,9km/h, So no 
damJge done, I can't believe it - I'm going 
into the last day of J nationals with a 230pt 
lead over second place (Dave Chappe ll ) and 
a huge lead over everyone else , The sensible 
thing is to fo llow Dave or leave w ith other. 
and just go arou nd at a respecta ble speed, 
What am I goi ng to do",? 

Day 6: 328,1 km (TIB-CAX-SUD-SWA-RAT­
TIB), A co ld front and some rain had gone 
through overn ight: another good rac ing day, 
although with the ri sk further inland of 
spreadout. The air was nice and unstable, but 
the ground needed to dry oil a bi t before it 
got rea ll y good, I should have ju t followed 
my advice. But everyone was leavi ng too 
early, It was going to get better, I threw good 
intentions out of the w indow and sta rted 
later th an everyone else, I wanted to win thi s 
day as well and be a worthy champ, I had a 
really good run to the econd TP and was 
sta rti ng to catch others up , There was some 
high cover to the ri gh t of track and it was 
spreading out J li tt le all around , It di dn't look 
like a problem, but the clouds wer further 
apart now. I made the mistake of not taking a 
safety climb to get in touch with the clouds 
and then compounded it over the 70km 
downwind by continuing to not climb to 
cloudbase, Ten kilometre or so short of the 
downw ind turn I took 3kt to 3,000it, but left 
it expecting to get someth ing better under all 
the w isps forming ilhead, I didn't. I turned 
downwind at 2,000ft knowing I'd ai r ady 
milcle a big mista~e and headed Jiang a 
difierent line of w isps, I didn't get anythi ng 
off that eith er. At l,OOOft I dumped my water 
and headed for the sunshine. I lost my 
composure for a few seconds and scared 
(and shouted at( m)/self. I was down to 400ft 
ilbove il sma ll fi eld when at last the ai r fe lt a 
bit li vely. Started a turn, but SJW a sma ll bird 
flitting the other way and went for it. 

A frac ti on of a knot slowly built into 3-4kt 
and I was climbing away when I heard Dave 
Chappell cal ling five minutes, Oh well , that's 
it, I've blown it - I st ill 80klll to go. A ll 
I could do was forget the past, affect the 
future and hope, I climbed to 4,000ft and 
started rac ing agai n, I raced harder th an I'd 
done all week, I flew faster empty than I had 
done iu ll. I took on ly 's kt-p lus, foll owed the 
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Place Pilot Glider type Reg Points 

David Masson LS6c (18m) LS6 3843 

2 Dave Chappell Ventus 2c (18) R11 3827 

Alan Clarke Ventus 2c (18) 24 3532 

4 Gary Stingemore LS8-18 (18m) X1 3516 

Keith Nicolson LS8- 18 (18m) SK1 3495 

Frank Davies LS6c (17.5m) 25 3369 

Andrew Hall LS6c (17.5m) 241 3358 

Jay Rebbeck LS8-18 (18m) 628 3355 

9 Martyn Pike LS8-18 (18m) R4 3326 

10 Richard Browne LS6c (17.5m) 126 3243 

11 Stephen Ell LS8-18 (18m) E11 3185 

12 Bill Inglis Ventus c (17.5) JSL 3123 

13 Howard Jones Ventus 2c(18) 584 3074 

14 Graham SmIth LS8-18 (18m) 42 3039 

15 Crajg Lowrie Dg800 (18m) GCL 3013 

16 Rob Nunn LS8-18 (18m) T2 3010 

17 Ian Ashdown LS6c (1 8m) DD 2963 

18 Kay Draper LS8-18 (18m) 301 2801 

19 Jon Arnold LS8-18 (18m) R3 2683 

20 Jerry Langrick LS8-18 (18m) 781 2610 

Bob Grieve LS8- 18 (18m) L58 2595 
1 21

22 lain Evans LS8- 18 (18m) EZ 2516 

23 DenniS Heslop Ventus 2c(18 2C 2260 

24 Anthony Pozerskis LAK17a (18m) L17 2176 

25 Tony Parker Ventus 2c (18) 213 2081 

26 Julian Hitchcock LS8-18 (18m) L4 1975 
1 

energy well and had to judge the upwind TP 
and final glide perfectly. I did have a very 
good run. But I knew I'd blown it. 

I went over to Dave ancl congratulated him 
in case he'd won clnd saicl: "I'm clearly too 
stupid to be British champion". In the end, 
we agreed it vvas probably going to be very 
close so I kept thclt little bit of hope. 
Jay Rebbeck won the d,lY ,lt 105.4km/h, 
lSkm/h faster than me in 13th place. 

I just snea ked the overall "vin by 16 points 
(about two minutes), but didn't feel that 
worthy. In the end I had won only on points 
and DilVe Chappell had proved the most 
consistent pilot. He really impressed me and 
I've learned a lot from him, even though we 
didn't fly together. I had a couple of bits of 
luck and no really bad luck. I learn a lot 
every time I fly, but this time it was that a lot 
of what I do on my own is along the ri ght 
lines. I did make one huge mistake, got awa), 
with it and lea rned a m,ljor lesson. 

I always enjoy Tibenham - it's a brilliant 
place to fly and th e peopl e are great. Thank 
you to everyone who helped run the comp 
and to Jack Harri son, who would have got 
me out of a field if I'd needed it. It was a 
really happy competition - I enjoyed it more 
than ever and I hope everyone else did. 
It was a shock to have to do a winner's 
speech, but I think I got away with it. I said 
one amusing thing and I'm going to repeat it. 
Two or three years ago Mum must have 
thought I was l(loki ng a bit green JroLind the 
gills with my brother's successes. What she 
sa id was horribl e and motherly - something 
like: "There, th ere, never mind: you've done 
different things with your life". My instJnt 
and slightly gruff reaction was to put my 
hands on my hips clnd reply: " No I hclven't, 
I'm just doing th em in a different order". \. . 
V\le'll have to wait and see... ~ 

SOAR •In SOUTH AFRICA 

at the world famous GARIEP DAM, where 500km is like an 
afternoon walk in the park and 15m gliders fly IOOOkm. Single and two 
seaters for hire. Long distance cross country instruction from a 
fascinating location next to a game reserve. Wide variety of good 
accommodation. Overnight from London. Nov~'Feb. BOOK NOW! 

GARIE'P DAM AVIATION CLU'B 
www.gariepgliding.com • fax +27 II 805-5745 

DeSigned to easily produce High and CONTROLLABLE 
launches every time with non-professional drivers. 

Please contact us for a 
Video or Demonstration 

"It's like going up on Rails" 

ANOTHER WINCH JUST DELIVERED TO COBURG AERO 

125 knot powered cruise 

800 feet/min climb rate 

Range over 650 miles 


or Glide @ 50:1 


2.463 km glide I!! 
was a World Record, 

set in November 2000 

• Independent self-Iaunc~ 

• Comfort+Sociability only 
possible side-by-side. 

• Superb, docile handling 

• 1-man wing-fold for easy 
ground handling 

163 S1 Os now delivered 
15 to UK 

For information on new and 
used 81 D's and how you can 
make spectacular use of your 
valuable time, please contact: 

Mike Jefferyes, 
Tanglewood, Fingrith Halt Rd. 
Blackmore, Essex CM4 ORU 
Tet/Autofax: 01277 823066 

MikeJefferyes@STEMME.co.uk 
See also 

www.STEMME.co.uk 
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So make sure you have a reliable umbrella. 
We can supply just the right cover for your 
glider or aircraft - let us keep you flying high 
(and dry)! 

MEMBER 

hell aviat,ion BJInsurance 
(lenerallnsurance 

STANOAROS COUNOlI services ltd 

Phone, fax or write to : Stephen Hill 


Phone: 01765 690n7 Fax: 01765 690544 


Unit 1 A, Sycamore Business Park, Copt Hewick, Ripon, North Yorkshire, HG4 5DF. 


r 

Cambridge Aero Instruments 
• 302 - VariolSpeed-to-f1y/GPS/Logger 
• 303 - Nav. Dls.plav for 302 with final glide 
• CFR - New Cambridge Flight Recorder 
• GPS-NAV - Logger with Nav. Display 

Software for Pocket PCs -• Glide Navigetor II 
• Flight Analysis 
• VL (Volkslogger) to IGC 

Moduler Cable & Power Systems 

Mounts for Pocket PCs and GPSs 17 

• Moving map • Record unofficial IGC flight log files 
• Final glide • Final glide around multiple turnpoints 
• Reachable airports highlighted • FAI photo sectors displayed 
• Automatic wind calculation • Compatible with any GPS 
• Tumpoint Area Task support • Used by top competition pilots 
• Improved menu navigation • Perfect for new cross-country pilots 
• Optimized for tn-flight ease-of-use • Free upgrades for 1 year 
• Large " finger sized" buttons • $200 (£120) 

285 Stanton 
128 Hayfield 
149 lanesville 
285 Stanton 

28S Stanton 

239 Randolph 
77 Dennison 

GPSsforPocketPCs 

Start Gater. 

~. ... 
WP Arrival Rildius 

Pollor ~ta 
Una 

!'rev' l ~ Ne>ttJ[]RJ 

Map Or1entabOn 

~lav OptX>ns 

www.cumulus-soaring.com·paul@remde.us • 1-952445-9033 • 
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BOb PeWter 

Bob Pettifer, chairman of the BGA instructors' committee, talks about spins training and why you 
should ensure that your skills are up to scratch in this important area 

O
H, NOI - is a common reaction from risk factor. For example: "you are about to std ll " or "you have just 
instructors and trainees il like when • turning with low airspeed at low altitude stalled" or "now you are spinning"! The 
spi n training comes up. Recent ly • trying to thermal away from ridi culously current syllabus contains instruction scenar­

soloed pupil s often make a somewh;lt low heights ios covering all the conditions listed above. 
heartless ga me of winding up new trainees: • flying slowly in weak conditions on a hill Trainees can at least be shown what to 
" Have you done spins yet? No?! What a wi th other traffic (the problem here comes expect in such situations if instructors do the 
wonderful trea t you have in store. It's when manoeuvring to avo id a col li sion) exercises with them. 
abso lutely horrendous. I thought I was • trying to get back low into a field and So why does the training appear to be 
going to die! " then doing flat turns so that the w ing misses ineffective? Well, I suppose th e greatest 

Many modern training aircraft won't spin the hedge. hindrance to success is th e pilot. The 
convinc ingly, if at all, and as a result the attitude of some ab initio pilots is: "I reall y 
instructors tend to think pin-related training do not want to do this," so th e amount th ell 'The laws of physics carryon
is a waste of time. Not so. Most single­ learn is minimal. When the "u npleasant" ' doing their thing, regardless of seaters spin rather well ,1I1e1 putting ,lnyolle training is finish ed th ey think: "Thank God 
untrained into thelll is merely throwing an whether you think about them' that's over! Now I c n forget about it". Well , 
unresolved problem into the future, and no, you ccln't. The laws of physics ca rryon 
hoping that chance will solve it there. doing their thing, regard less of whether you 

The statistics still show ,1 large clement of Other, not so obvious ,Jreas ilre: think about th m or not. 
stal l elml sp in Jccidents. Power pi lots on ly • at the top of a winch l,lUnch with the stick A further problem is that human beings 
carry out sp in ilnd stall awa reness training hard back and the speed low (less than the are serial pro ' ing l1lachines (they can 
but unless they are aerobJtic pilots they minimum for a 2g loading on the airframe) handle on ly one thing at a time. The brain 
generally fly wel l outside the areas where • pulling up too steep ly on a winch also actively filrers out information it does 
il spin is likcly to occur. So why does Ihe launch low down not perceive as important to the task in 
gliding movement sti ll insist on spin training • thermalling tightly with too Iowan hand. Any of you who watched a recent TV 
and w hy doesn 't it seem to reduce stall and airspeed. series on human senses would have had this 
spin accidents? And so on. The complete list wou ld be graphically demonstrated in the prograllll1lc 

One way to find out whether a particular quite long. How, then, can we train pilots relating to Sight. A group of peop le were 
type of training works or not is nol to do it Jt not to spin or stal l inadvertently? shown a video Jnd asked to note th e 
all, but the stakes here are far too high. Strictly speaking, you cannot train anyone number of times a certain activity happened. 
Gliders frequently fly close to th e stall, and in inJdvert>nt spins, but it is possible to train Whil e these actions were taking place, 
silfely, but there are ilctions that can up the them 10 reac t correctly to the clles that SJy: someone in a gorilla su it appeared in the ~ 
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SPIN 
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Nose down ~4 
Usually rapid rote of rotation %:>X 
Low or flickering lAS y. 

No increase in G 


A very high rote of descent 
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Diagrams: Steve Longland 

,.". middle of the screen and waved his arms 
about. Only one of th e watching group 
noti ced this! Of course, everyone saw the 
gorilla, but their brains dec ided that it 
was irrelevant to the task in hand and fail ed 
to " flag up" that anything unusual was 
occurring. 

Then there is over-confidence and "press ­
on-itis" - both of which tend to go with an 
attitude of "it ca n't happen to me" . This kind 
of thinking can - without th e pilot's realising 
- increase the workload to brea king point. If 
you are not as good as you believe yo u are 
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Summary of stall symptoms 
Not all of these may be present or obvious: 

.J the nose attitude higher than normal 

~ the speed slow or reducing 

':t changes in airflow noise 

.J flickering of the ASI 

.J buffet 

.J changed effectiveness of any of the 3 controls 

J unusual control positions for the phase of flight 

(for example. lots of out-turn aileron. or stick in 

the aft position) 

J higher rate of descent 

To recover from a stall: 
tJ ease forward on the stick 

.J regain flying speed 

.J return to the required gliding attitude 

If the glider stalls with yaw. a spin may result 

(see diagram. left). 

Spin recovery action: 
.J full opposite rudder 

.J centralise the ailerons 

.J move the stick progressively forward until the 

rotation stops 

.J centralise the rudder when the rotation stops 

.J recover from the ensuing dive 

Spiral dive recovery: 
-' roll the wings level using co-ordinated ailerons 

and rudder 

J smoothly recover from the dive 

and continually push to the edges ot the 
envelope, it 's only the timing of your 
ilccident that's unknown. 

There are thre aspects to spin ilnd stall 
training. First, teaching th e pilot to carry out 
the cor rect action if a stall or spin occurs. 
Second, and equally important, noticing the 
pre-stall and pre-spin symptoms. The third 
aspec t isn't usuall y classed as spin training 
but it could be the most important, and that 
is teaching good fl yi ng practices. 

This helps to minimise workload and in 
doi ng so ensu res that the brain doesn't have 
to start shuffling its priorities when it's 
already in overload, because that's when 
it is likely to forget something important or 
get the order wrong. 

How can you, the pilot, avoid an inadver­
tent spin or stall or minimise its effect? 
You must overcome any aversion to training, 
find an instructor who is sensitive to your 
needs, and get him/her to help you under­
stand what the aircraft feels like approaching 
the stall. The symptoms and sensations 
then become familiar and vour ilutomatic 
reaction will be to move the stick forward. 

Get an instrUctor to show you the 
difference between a spin and a spiral dive 
and between a stall Jnd th e sensa ti on of 
reduced g. Learn the correc t recovery ac tion. 
Try to understand why a stall or spin occurs 
in a parti culilr situation. Then fly 
with an instructor ancl simulate the situation 
at a sa fe height. For exampl e, do an over­
ruddered, under-banked turn high up, rather 

Speed increases 

Bank increases (stabilises eventually) 

G increases 

Role of rotation usually lower thon during a spin 

All the controls work 

\ SPIRAL DIVE 

than down in the circuit or, worse, on 
approach. If you are already confident, do 
the same exercises in the solo aircraft you 
fl y, so you get know inst inctively when the 
aircraft is going to depart from normal flight. 

Learn to fly defensively, that is fl y in such 
a way that you always have a safe option 
open to you, to keep your workload as low 
as possible. Don't let a single objective grow 
to blot out all the other messages your brain 
is recei ving. Try to time-share all ilctions 
when the pressure is low, rehearse the 
scenarios in your mind and visualise the 
sensiltions so you are not ca ught unawares. 

If your club is not providing adequate spin 
training take a trip to a club you know has 
the right aircraft. This is most important if 
you have a single-sealer that does spin readily 
- most do! When you have the required 
training take your own aircraft high ilnd try 
it. You don 't have to do multiple-turn spins 
and frighten yourself witl ess: it's the inadver­
tent entry that it's important to understilnd . 

Remember, if the aircraft is not behaving 
normally and the controls are in extreme 
positions, then you may be stalled and 
about to spin; move the stick forward and 
centralise the rest of the controls. If you 
ca n't get the ri ght training go to your 
CFI and get him/her to help. 

Sailplane & Gliding 



WIRELESS LOGGING 


Oxford goes WiFi 

Less time on admin and more 
time for beer: Ian Shepherd 
explains how he has realised 
every club official's dream ... 

BACK in 19')S, iln enterpri sing member 
of Oxford GC who was recovering 
from surgery and bored to tea rs, took 

the courageous step of computcrising the 
club's ilight logging system, and developed 
a databilse that allowed the log sheets to be 
transferred to a Pc. 

This saved the long-suffering treasurer 
hours of manual, error-prone bookkeeping 
but still required flight records to be 
transcribed from paper log sheets to the 
database once a week. At the time the 
original system was developed it was 
considered unrea listic to put a PC on the 
launchpoint bus. 

Yours trul y, being the la ziest treasurer in 
club history, decided that typing in log 
sheets on a Tuesday night (our maintenance 
evening) was using up too much valuable 
beer time ancithat it WdS high time we did 
have a PC on the Icl unchpoint bus so that 
flight records could be direct ly entered by 
the log keeper then, somehow, automatically 
transferred to the milin database system. 

I decided very eil rly on thilt the system 
would have to be verI' easy to use and 
would have to resemble the paper log sheet 
system ilS closely as possible in order to be 
accepted by the members. Also, human 
intervention would be required ilt the point 
where th e uploaded log was imported into 
the main datilbase to eliminate residual 
errors and to cope with "funnies" such as 
new members, not recognised by the 
system, requests fo r the cost of a fl ight to be 
shared, and so on. 

Produc ing the softwilre to present the log 
keeper with what looks I ike il stilndard 

The combination of laptop and TFT screen works well 
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log sheet was fairly straightforwa rd as was 
the extens ion to the existing datilbase to 
all ow logs to be uploaded from a remote 
PC rather than typed in mililually. The most 
difficu lt prob lems to overcome, w ithout 
spendi ng a fortune, were a disp lay that 
wou ld be readable in bright sunlight and a 
foolproof way of ensuri ng each day's flight 
log would be safe ly uploaded <md not lost. 

Ea rl y experiments with a rather ancient, 
donated, laptop PC caused great hilarity on 
the launchpoint bus, as I had to use a large 
ca rdboard box as a sunshield and have a 
curtain draped over my head to be ab le to 
read the screen. Using a standard CRT 
monitor would have so lved thi s problem but 
would have taken up too much space and 
wou ld have required an expens ive 240V 
inverter to run from the 12V electrics on the 
bus. The original means of transferring logs 
between the laptop and the main system 
was via fl oppy disks, which worked okay but 
was clearly not going to be sufficiently 
OGC-proof to be a long-term solution: 
floppies are not dirt, oi l, beer or idiot-proof. 

In accordance w ith time-honoured gliding 
club trad ition I moaned about the situat ion 
in the bar, whereupon one of the members 
(thanks, Mick!) mentioned that he had just 
bought a flat-screen TFT monitor for hi s 
home PC that seemed impressively bright, 
could be run onl2V and took up very little 
space. Th e next day he brought his monitor 
to the airfield and we tri ed it in full sunlight. 
The readability of the screen was surprisingly 
good given th at purpose-designed sunlight­
readable TFT screens used for bank cash 
mach i nes can cost thousands ! 

Obviously, it w as time to spend some of 
the club's money and I mJnaged to persuade 
the committee to let me buy a monitor to 
allow the project to continue. 

What it difference! The comb ination of 
laptop and TFT monitor was an insta nt 
success. With the monitor safely mounted 
in a wooden fram eta conven ient height 
for the log keeper and a rather dinky 
mini-keyboilrd sitting on his little desk so the 
laptop itsel f could be hidden safely away, 
th ings were looking good. 

Anoth r recent techno logica l innova tion 
so lved the data transfer problem at a stroke. 
I borrowed some Wireless LAN (WiFi ) gear 
from work and set things up so that every 
time the bus was returned to the hangar at 
th e end of a day's fl ying, the log would be 
automatically uploaded to a third PC in the 
clubroom, where it would be displayed. By 
the time the borrowed \lViFi gear had to go 
back, it was relati vely eJsy to persuade the 
committee to spend a bit more money on a 
permanent replacement. I must admit a 
quiet pride in this part of the system; by the 

The wireless log installed and in use at the launchpoint 

time th e ai rcra ft have been put to bed, the 
log is sitting on the screen in the clubroom 
ready for anyone's perusa l, and all without 
any human interventi on w hatsoever! 

For th e next month I babysa t th e system, 
fixing bugs Jnd making improvements 
suggested by in creasing ly enthusiastic 
members. The doom-and-gloom predictions 
of a few sceptics seemed to be wrong. 

The originJI inten tion was to run the new 
s)lstem in PJrallel with the paper log for il 
season "just in cJse". However, this wilsn't 
to be. After a few more improvements that 
allowed people to check, ilt a glance, for 
example, how long an aircraft had been 
airborn e and how long their flights had 
been, the paper log fell into disuse and 
I sudden ly rea li sed we had been using only 
the new system for six weeks. 

Then came the moment of truth: the 
family ho liday ill Willes. Two weekends and 
two Friday nights' worth of fl ying without 
me be ing around to look after the system. 
Would it st ill work or wou ld it col lilpse in 
a blue-screened heap? Visions of exp lod ing 
PCs and irate pitchfork-wielding members 
floated across my dreams. 

I needn't have worr ied; when we returned 
from Wa les the following week I found that 
the system had run pretty much faultlessly 
and thilt there were six flying logs sitt ing 
safely on the briefing room PC's hard disk. 
That Tuesday night it WilS a joy to import th e 
six logs in abou t five minutes rather than 
spend ing more than an hour typing them in! 

At the time of writing (I am on a club 
expedition, sitting on a tiny gliding site in 
centril l German)' in 35 ° heat wa iting for 
some clouds to form) the system is stil l, 
hopefull y, working and needs only some 
tidying up of wi ring. Just in time for our 
flying fortnight w ith the associated 16 daily 
logs. Thi s year I can relax, secure in the 
knowledge th at I don 't have five or six \. . 
hours' typing ahead of me! ~ 
FOr mOrC deta il s email shcphf.rciianlJlconnecl. com 

49 



50 

U8 winglet 
designed by A Darllnlton 
CEne MEne ACCiI Miles 

TaskNAV TN2003 - £59 inc. 
• Great updates for 2003 Top gliding software as usctl by several World 

Championships II)r night planning and all contest GPS analyses, 

• Multiple Flights s~' nchronised replay - see AAT race example in the 
picture 

• WGS84 Ellipsoid or FAI Sphere ­ choice for di stance calculations 

• Excellent Animation Views ­ '3~': ' 20' antl barogram animations with 
superior ' instrument panel' graphics, 

• Latest style XI' (or Office2000) toolbar and lIIenu options 

• Full colour topographic vector lIIaps - world wide gliding coverage, 

• TN2003 is available on CO for only £59 inc, p&p with all vector maps 
and hundrctls of c,xampie contest flights, 

• Upgrade from previous TNWin\>5 v I ,2 or DOS TN4 - only £49 inc 
p&p, TN2003 is availahle free to existing TI \'2, I and TN2000 customers, 

• Discount l5'k,+ for wet> downloatls, Quality screen shot examples and 
all produel tlctail s available at w,.,w,tasknm',colII 

Contact: D ./ Rubertson - 20 Duffield Lane - Stoke Poges ­ Bucks - SL2 "AM 
Td: 01753-643534 E-mail: RobertsunD.l@Cornpusen.e.mll1 
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LASHAM REGIONALS 


Bernie Morris reports on the highs 
and lows of the Lasham regionals 

Saturday: W~a th ",rJ aGk W <l5 right wi th J foree,lst of a 
poor del)', d p ite the IIl-Melre "'''l ion;1/s' rushin g round 
at 1OOkm/h ( lr more frum Tibenharn. At Ldshil rn, we hMl 
a hart , k w ith only on compel itor fi nishing 
- and I was sitting in th ' back oj it so saw how il wa, 
done, Pa ience and per..cw rilnce sil ting in O,l kl5 ,1\ 

700ft bei nn blown downwind at 20kl. until h Iter 
\V '<lll,er came wilh in reileh wa< needed 10 get pasl Ihe 
ii rs l TP, Knowing Ih,lI TP, h<lve a 20km Ohs(\fvalion 
seclor as w · 11 as Ihe :;UOm ci rcle enahled UI to 'turn' 
Guring 15km away in go()d ",edlh r and gel home. 
Th.. Faulkes Fly ing F luncl,lIion J)G-SOO driven by !'ete 
Ma»on cumpleted the B t;)sk hurs com'ours but Careth 
Slephen Bird was til(' provisiollJl ",inn 'r lie did 
94,Qknl on a non-eleclr ic; vdrio dUl' to instrum 'nl 
prublems, n'e r al winner tUfil cd out to be Alan B,l rn es, 
whose G 5S (loint gav' him gaY<' him 35km more than 
his I" ndout posilion. TIm Parker's !\5W 22 " "rlcd its 
own crop circle in maize so high th at the 
10 retrieve crew memher< needed help to find it beiore 
(.;If(ying it out piece by piec '. A-mJize- lIlgly ( ic) th re 
\'' ' S no damage 10 Ihe pilol Or glider, andlhe farmer, 
who said th" crop was for ( JtLl , was hdPpy it wou ld 
sti ll be usable. Tim 's tip is to "drop in" as lowly as 
possiblo in LNo ilap to avoid fl ap damage. 
Sunday: The longest t3.,k oi the wE'ek' 21 Okm ior the 
A Class. Derr n r" n<-i, 1V0n but passed the w inner's 
"how I dun il" to Graham NicAnclr ' w, who wUs much 
f ler huf".; cunCOUf> in 1he DUQ, Gr;lilam only m, de 
four turns on the 76km inlo-wind last leg. O ne oi tbose 
was because h was S tti ng worri d th,1t he hadn't 
turned for so long, Kim npplp ompleted the 3 Class's 
14 'm til sk in 1 hr 53 mim in a Lib lie, with i1 f1yUlg 
wind 01 21k!. That wJs102.8knllh h<1 nrJ i apped elnrl 
25 minutl"5 (astt'r than the (ast".>1 D iscus' 
Monday: The rain was lashing clown il t brre 109 but 
Ai,, " di Darlington's m t brief ident ified llnP nf Iho<c 
fa mous ' ma ll so,Hing w idows bctween two Irough," 
inr 120km. Onl>' 24 o f Ihe b 1 IIli,hed, Derek Piggott 
got back 10 wi lhin 12km of home in his 12-metrc ME7. 
No" he i5 SO year o lel perha ps he r ' " ll y should think 
about some longer \-VIIlIlS. Svlvia l1 ("l te nl(l 1l landed in J 

cut grass field ;}t Compton, \Vh ' r ' Ihe c,lttl bmw" 
tiema nded £25 0 for da llage dnd incOrlvl'ni BnCe dt'spite' 
the obvious lack of either. he w isd y handed uvcr the 
delail of hl'r In ura nce company Jnd Jam:li ' il address 
r~ t h ,'r than her uedil carel. B~w re the rlairy fMrns to 
th e no rth-west of COl11pton VOR lolks! 
Tuesday: The bri ,fed fa llback t;l5k W,IS longer Ih,-II1 Ihe A 
task ior both cla,ses! Rcbri e(ing at I I.UOhr fell back to 
Ih longer task. The rain started dur ing the grid launch, 
oblit >rat ing I ash am, su the 51<"t was LJnceiled am i <III 
glirler r G1 l led 10 be rebri fed for ;\ shorter task than 
the original ;\ task - are you keeping up With this? We 
did th.. 140kl1l in 1 hrs 50min' dnd G Ull!' . ec;:ond, 
although 21 min ute fa't r th,lQ d Srnallbone who beat 
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us on handicap by Ihr e poi nts. I still pr 'ier our big 
wings to his li tt le one;. NOne of the B Cla ss got back. 
Wednesday: Chris Luton in the B Cla ss IVa the only 
one to get bock . one 01 th ·' As got back loday. Bil l 
Murray fl ying 110 was sacked by his crew for not tak ing 
Ih" cornpetition s"riously enough, I haven't heard of 
any .J tion for un f~lir dismlssa l yCL Perhaps \>\Ie need a 

pilots' union? 
Thursday: The Red Arrows ilcw ov r Ih" grid smoking to 
get the day started, Ihanks 10 oli n Rule doing the 
Ai rspace Lia ison. It proved to be a "curate' egg" day 
with rapid cycling, some i,lntast l d irnbs and str ;,cl. but 
va ri;]bl o spreadout causing large dead areas. The Bs had 
a gn1t ddy with Iheir , hort r task keeping them in Ihe 
beller wpather and Ian Cm igie scorched horne at 
107.5 km/h hut couldn't tell us how he "done i t" as he 
had 10 attcnd it job interview for a game warden in 
South Airi cd, The four top pl aces in the A las5 went to 
thOle w ho had been unable to get an earli er start then 
hit the b 'st wea th r. Chris Lyttleton won the day fter 
having to spend mosl oi the morn ing in London at J 

busine, meetingl Friday and Salurday wer s rubbed. 
Sunday: " iantastica ll , better day than forecast, wh ich 
produced a [HOper raring day - bod for the big-span, 
big-handicap gliders like ours. Our pathetic 100km/h 
was h,rn ui C"'Jpped back to 93 .6km/h and 21 Sl. Ralph 
Jones did over I I Okm/h but hI> logger rn is,ed the start 
zone by just over 100m. :-.i ieal" Rlggot leorned that the 
route funct ion on the Garmin GPS was des igned to 
Sl1100th the turn for powered Clircraft flying airways 

reporting poinls <mel thereiore it sw itches legs before 
arrival at TPs - not us ful for g !ling into TP zones in 
gliders! Nicole acquired his crew mid week from a 
sacked pilot and is perhaf-l s lucky that thi s " r,\S the las t 
dilY illl cl he couldn't b socked. Derek Piggott proved 
that 12-m · tre wings are O K after all to come 4th at a 
handicapped 94. 4km/h. Ian Crai gie di d 11 .Skm/h 
handicapped to win the da)', ,1I1d th B -I,\ss hy two 
points! Like most winners he iound it a ver, 'ood 
"", ight inrwarrl dill'. Ed 5mfl llbonE' won the rial' ,md 
siole the A dass from Derren Francis, whQ h;rel been 
le;1ding irom day two, despitl: Ed\ tdking time uut on 
the way round to photograph thE' spl endid ly complex 
crop cird es w hich hMI "ppea red ne,lf i\v burv, 
O ur t('am entry oi three, in our big wing, came third 
overa ll causing the Dire 'Ior I() h,lStily iind an "xlra 
h01l1 oi wine. It proves thai big wings have sam 
chance in handi ca pped comp, - hilt not it luI. 
All in all, seven competition days in both cia ses for 
61 rorn(l tit0r." despite Ihe ",eather. We ll done, 
Lasham. In pMlic lllar. lVeli don to b th Gordon 
l\kOon,lld as director " !ld new e FI oi Lasha m dnd to 
Mike M il ler-Smith, who set great ask. and ilew most 
oi Ihem rI p ite Ihe tri ky wevther and his need for 
speciill l ifting g > r to get i rom hi wh 'lehair into 
the gl icicr. Insp lfational ! 
A CI,J!l:l _ I, Ed Sfll~,jII.Jo, u..·; 2. Dcrrcn Fr.Jfl Cis: J , I \"'JffCII 

If Stf1 ) lrL'l~j()n/lJ Murd~; U r l,bC): 1, I"f! Cmis ,e; .1, AI/an 

B.lmt: ; ) , GJry Coppin/Mark D.lvel/port 

Don't try this one at home - or, indeed, anywhere else, 
Tim Parker kindly sent these shots of his a-maize-ingly 
damage-free landout at the Lasham Regiona/s. Bad 
pun courtesy of Bernie Morris. The ten-person retrieve 
(below) was interesting, too 

Crop circles were all the rage at Lasham's regionals 
Ihis year. Ed Smallbone won his class despite taking 
time out on the last day to shoot the one below. He 
also sent us the picture (bottom) of the Red Arrows 
overflying the competition grid - by arrangement 

---"- -­



HUMAN PERFORMANCE LIMITATIONS 


Pilots' illusions 

In the final part of his series on 
human factors affecting glider 
pilots, Ian Atherton examines 
the illusions we all suffer from 

V- ESTIBULAR illusions occur when our 
sense of ba lance is upsel and the 
apparatus (semi-circuI Jr canals) in 

our inner ear gives us fal se information. 
These ill usions <He often due to un xpec tecJ 
acce lerations or chJnges of direc ti on in ro ll , 
pitch and yaw. The twO main illusions are: 
• The aircraft may slowly roll from w ing 
level whil st we are supposed ly fl ying 
straight. The pilot then notices the hori zon, 
or more usuall v the attitude indi cator w hen 
cloud flying, a ~ d rolls level too quickl y. 
This gives a fJlse sensa ti on of bank in the 
oPllosite direction. This is known as " th e 
leans" - a common problem when instrumen t 
flying. If fl y ing only on a turn -and-slip in 
cloud with no direct pitch informati on a 
simildr but more dangerous situation mill' 
occur and rapidly become out of control if 
the ASI is not cl osely monitored. Thi s hJS 
been a Signifi cant factor in several acc idents 
where pilots fl ying on in truments h,we lost 
control of the aircrJft because of spati JI 
di sori entJtion. In gliders thi s can eas il y 
res ult in the speed " running away" and V I\:E 

being exceeded, leading to control flutter 
Jnd failure of the airframe. This is one re,l son 
why it is vital to be taught cl oud/ instrument 
fl ying by (l qualified instructor and to have 
correct and reliable instruments fitted. 
• If rapid accci erJti ons occur, parti cularl y in 
roll (for example, when recovering from an 
unusual attitude or acrobatic manoeuvre) 
these can be very disorienting and we mily 
try to put the win gs level but, due to the 
ill usion, over-compensate and end up ro ll ing 
in the opposite direc tion. 

Somatogravic illusions, on the other hand, 
are illusions involving a false perception of 
at titude relative to the gravitati onal verti Cil I. 
If th e aircra ft accelerJtes forward rapidly, the 
pil ot's body will experi ence positive g as his 
body weight is displaced back into the sea t. 
Th ere have been in sta nces where pil ots have 
interpreted thi s as th e nose of th e il ircraft 
pit hing up more violentl y than is actu all y 
the case, parti cularl y when combined with 
some rea l pitch-up motion. In such cases the 
pil ot has overcompensa ted for thi s perceived 
"extra" pitch up by pushing th e sti ck too far 
forw ard and ended up pitching the aircra ft 
dow n, increasing th e inerti a of th eir body 
further back into the sea t Jri cl reinforCing the 
i llusi on. NeJ r the ground, thi s could result in 
the aircraft impacting the ground or J pil ot­
induced oscill Jti on (PIO) being set up. In th e 
very rapid Jccelerations experienced by 
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Optical illusions such as those shown above are not the only ones that tie in wait to trap the unwary glider pitor 

nava l fi ghter pilots launching on steelm 
ca tapult·s this can be so pron ounced th at 
severJ I pil ots and Jircraft helve been lost clue 
to the pilot causing a viol ent pitch down, nd 
crashing into the sea. To prevent this, the US 
Navy now ca rries out launches from its air­
cra ft ca rri ers w ith its fast jets pi lots com­
pletely h'lIlds-off. O ne wonders if a 
rapidl y snatched winch launch could 
promote a simil<lr, if less extreme, reac ti on 
in an unprepared g-sensitive glider pil ot. 

Both vestibul ar and somatl)grav ic illusions 
result in spa ti al disorientati on. 

A third type o f illusion to IIvhich we are all 
subject is the visual illusion. Look at the two 
eXJmples above. Th e brain find s it diffi cult to 
accept th ese shapes beca use we have men­
tal models that te ll us th at they are " impossi­
bl e stru ctures" in rea l life. 

Try coverin g (irst the left-hand, and then 
the right-hand side of the " tubes" pi cture 
and nOl' ice how your brain changes its 
in terpretation of what it sees. 

In avi ation, visual illusions are often based 
on prev ious experience or expectati on. We 
see what we want to see ra ther than what i 
ac tu <l ll y there. Thi s may lure a pil ot into a 
potentiJll y dangerou s Situati on. An example 
of th is is an actu al acc ident that occurred 
when a cross-country pilo l decided to land 
on a footba ll pitch only to rea li se too l<l te 
that he was on finals for a schoo l field that 
was onl y a fraction the size of a full-sized 
football pitch. He hi t th e goa lpost at the 
far end severel y damaging one w ing of his 
glider, although luckily he was unh urt. 

illUSions on approach and landing 
Th ese are common and have a va riety of 
G1 Uses. These illusions are of parti cul ar inter­
est to the glider pil ot as he may have to land 
in an unfamiliar fi eld during a cross-country 
til sk; furth ermore, in a gl ider the pi lot wi II 
on ly get one Jttempt. Several cues are used 
to help with depth percepti on on IZlIlding; 
th ese include texture, perspective, relative 

movement and th e relative size and cla rit y 
of objects in vi ew. 
• Texture . A grea t dea l of depth perception 
re li es on tex ture. Landing a fl oa tpl ane on a 
glassy ca lm lake is very difficul t for jelst thi s 
reaso n. A simil il r situati on occurS when 
landing on a snow-covered fi eld, especiall y 
where the snow is st ill new and no tracks 
have been made. Thi s ca n cause a pilot to 
misjudge the round out and fl are either too 
eJ rly or too late. I have been instru ct ing in a 
glider and seen exac tl y thi s scenari o un fo ld 
follOWing a land-ahead cable break w ith cl 

highly Jble but low-experience pilo t. Since 
texture relies primaril y on colour vi sion, 
thi s could be a contributory fa ctor in som 
acc idents, such as those th at occur when 
hJngar-fly ing th e glider in fading light at 
dusk. Be low certain light levels the co lour 
receptors (cones) in the eye w ill cease to 
function and our brain must rely on the 
night vision recep tors (rods). When colour 
di sc rimin ati on is lost the central part of the 
retina (the fovea) becomes blind, mak ing 
depth perception di ff icult. If this happens, 
slightl y better visi on is achieved by looking 
slightl y off-centre (by approx imately 10°). 
• Perspective. When landing on a fl at strip 
with exactly parallel ru nway edges, J useful 
il nd accurate perspec ti ve is seen whi ch w ill 
aid our approach and landing. However, 
fal se perspectives ca n occur in several ways 
and may make landings more difficult, 
especiall y when landing in ;) fi eld or at an 
unfam ili ar site. I am aware of a parti cular 
gliding si te that has an unusual false 
perspective on runway 34 when landing 
over the clubh ouse. The strip <lctLi all y 
narrow s t wards th e far end of th e landing 
area and thi s may give p ilots the impress ion 
th at they have achieved the perfect angle of 
approach when, in fact, they are actuall y too 
high because th e narrowing field in front 
makes th em believe they are lower than they 
rea ll y are. Coupled w ith obstacles on the 
approach (the clubhouse), thi s ca n ca use an 
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unanticip~ tecl overshoot of th eir reference 
point. A check flight with an experienced 
instructor is <llways useful at a new site, 
even if not insisted upon hy the locals. 
• Sloping ground. This again C,1n C,luse a 
fa lse impression on th e approach. When 
landing on an upslope the pilot will be given 
th e impression of being higher than 
he really is, Jnd this will tend to make for an 
undershoot situation developing. Th e glider 
is Jlso likely to touch down short of the 
chosen reteren ce point. The reverse occurs 
when IJnding on a downslope: the pilot is 
fooled into thinking he is lov"er than in 
rea lity and the glider Iclllds long, possi bly 
overshooting the entire landing area or 
running into ,I n obstruction at the fiu end 
of th run. This is one reason why it is 
recummended to always land uphill when 
making i1 fi eld landing into a sloping fi eld. 

Difficulties with scanning 
It is worth rem emb(' ri ng th <l t bec<1use of the 
design of the eye, visual acuity is best at th e 
fovea (the centre of our vi sion) il nd thilt 
acuity reduces rapidly towards the periphery 
of the fi eld of view. However, cl way from the 
fovea, peripheral visi on occurs th at is only 
used for detecting movement relative to 
ourselves. Thus, humans are very good at 
picking out movement relative to ourselves 
(for example, when traffic is crossing our 
fli ght path) using ou r periph eral vision. 

Tra ff ic; crossing our tril ck and moving in 
our fi eld of vis ion is unlikely to hit us. 
However, traffi c on a collision track with us 
will be on a constant relative beJring and 
remains station ary in our field of visi on alld , 
therefore, difficult to see. If at the same 
height, this traffic will almost certainly 
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Aircraft on a constant relative bearing and at your 

height are hard to see and present a real collision risk 
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Use a diagram like the one above to identify your own 

blind spots, as described at the bottom of this column 

impact with us. What is more, an approach­
ing aircraft will remain apparently the same 
size (very small) until only moments hefore 
impact. In the case of a fast jet this effect 
may be so pronounced you may not see the 
collision risk un til it is too late, particularly if 
you are not sca nning effectively. These 
effects ar illustrated in the two diagrams 
below. 

A great deal of work is bei ng done to 
improve the conspi cuity of li ght aircraft and 
gliders. The RAF have recently painted their 
training aircr, ft (including Tucanos and 
Hawks) bl ack, as their reseclrch suggests this 
helps to silhouette th em against th e sky. (The 
very latest research, by Dr Tony Head, into 
th e subject is outlined in See and avoid? 
August-September 2003, p28). 

In any event, it is recomm ended that pilots 
use a non-regular scan (that is, not smooth) 
of the full field of view, sCclnning above and 
below, as well as on the horizon, pausing 
from time to time to let the eyes rest and 
refocus. This allows the brain to best per­
ceive what is in the fi eld of vision and will 
help to avoid "empty fi eld myopia". D ue to 
their training (and proximity to the ground ) 
most fast jet pilots will pull up to avoid a 
collision when flying at "high energy". Thus, if 
you find your glider getting very close to a 
rapidly-approaching fas t jet, 
your best course of ac tion mily be to dive 
with clirbrakes out (as well as turnin g right 
if heJd-on) to gai n the best sepJration 
possible, especially if there is very little time 
to manoeuvre. 

Blind spots 
The eye has d blind s[Jot where the optic 
nerve ex its the retina. Each person will have 
a blind spot in each eye. However, each per­
son's blind spots are located in the 
corresponding opposite part of the retina so 
that in a person with binoculJr person 
(two good eyes) this means that no part of 
their fi eld of vision should be subject to th e 
hazards of hJving a blind spot. 

You can see prc)of of your blind spots by 
drawing two small marks on a piece of 
paper about Scm apart and holding at arm's 
length (see ciia{5ram, above). Close one eye 
and look at one mark. Move the paper 
towards you and stop when you notice the 
other mark disappear. You have found th e 
blind "po t for that eye. 

Of course, wh en you are flying, other 
artifici al blind spots or areas can present a 
signi ficant hazard when scanning for traffic. 
Anything that obscures vision, such as a 
compass Illounted on top of a pJnel or a 

pilot wearing a wide-hrimmed hat, presents 
its own blind spot. Pilots must make every 
effort to reduce such hazards if flight safety 
is to be maintained. Ivlovin g your head or 
manoeuvring the gl ider will help to redu ce 
blind spots. Remember that just because 
you haven't seen an aircraft, it doesn't mean 
it is not there. 

Human performance limitations, rath er 
like meteorology or aerodynamics, is a vast 
and constantly eXpanding subject. This 
series of articles is by no means intended 
to be comprehensive, but I hope that you 
have found the information interesting and 
useful, that it has helped you to understand 
the importance of knowing the limits of th e 
human element in the cockpit and that it 
has inspired you to learn more. ~ 

Acknowledgments and further reading 
The Na ked Pilot David l,ea Ly V\irlile, 1 9~) S) 

Hwml1 F.JCtors Flight Saf Iy Jeremy Prclti IAFE) 

Human Fa ctors FOr ei/ot.r; Gree n Iv' uir, James, CrJc!wcll 

IX G reen (Ashgare, 1 9~ 1) 

/'-/uman Performl/rJ t! and Lirnitatiuf)s ill AviJtion 

Campbell c Bagshaw (BIJckwc'll SCience, 1 9~ 9 ) 

Guid'lnce Notes On Th e A1edic"'il l Fitness Required For 
Glider pi lots. Dr Peter S,1L1ndhy. (Amended/re-issued 

Sep temb" r 16,2002; se wwwglicling.co. ukl 

Specidl th anb go to the fo llowing people fur th eir 
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This diagram illustrates a closing speed of BOOkts... 
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Aquila (Hinton-in-the-Hedges) 
IT has been an eventful few munths wi th SO I11(> excd lcnt 

soaring conditions. We carne a close second in th e 
Midle nd region Inter Club League with some good fl y ing 

conditIOns and a good all round performance from th e 
who le team; we wi II be back next year to w i n. Thanks to 
john Giddins for organising our ICL team thi s scason. 
W e must thank our CFI Tim Whepler, who is stepping 

down in September after doing an excellent job over the 
last few years. Co lin Watt w ill be our new CFI and we 
Wish him every succe,s. 111 inilux of new db initi05 th is 

year continues tit Ayuila as w e welcome new members 
john Mooney, Mar US" Blake arid Michelle Carlin, who 

have jo in on our successful Learn to Fl y package 
iwww.Jqui/aglirling.com). Congratubtions to jam es 
Wi ngfield-Stratford on going 0 10 and I have my f ive 

hour durati on and Si lver Badge. 
Barry Woodman 

Bath, Wilts & North Dorset (The Park) 
THE last week In june was the most suce sful of our 

three ily ing weleb, " ,suiting in man). hadgp claim. and 
more modest achievements, thanks to th e hard work of 

" II involvE'd. At one time all 37 glider> were in the air "t 
oncc . On the 14th Hugo jenks took one of ou r Astirs for 
his two-hour Cros -Country Endorsement, wh ill' hi s 

broth 1', Mik , took our second Ast ir on J quick JOOkm, 
bringing it hack in ime for jason Saunder on to do his 
twu hours. At le<l st ight .WOs were lIown. Four pi lots 

ga ined Sil v r duration - Doug Mi ll s, john Symonds, 
Andy Perciva l and Mark Rddice. Adrian Rudell e fl ew his 
K-6 to La,ham fur Silver d istance, completing Silver with 

height lat r that week. On the 28 th Geofi Humphreys 
f1 cw SOOkm in his LS6. Mark Hawki ns did his 300km in 

his K·6e. Norman Slater has Sil v r. Alastair MacGregor 
and Mike Thorne ca me 2nd and 9th resiJect iv II' at 
Bidford, and M ik , c" me 6th in Comrctitinn Enterpri se.. 

Joy Lynch 

Bicester (RAF Bicester) 
OUR 40th "nniv rsa ry il y·in was a grea t success w ith 

about :;0 vi siting " irnart, a good mini ' comp, won by 
Owa in INalters, Jnd fun had by all. Many thanks to 

Roger Davis for excel lent organisation and to .111 hi s 
helper; . Recent achi evements include 500km (Dave 
Chapp II , Oily Peters and Owain W alters); 300km 

(Emily Brvce, pity about the TP sector, on her second 
cross ·country); Okm iAnn , Clu ire, Little Dav , 

Iv'ark S, and keer try ing l,ruce); 5 10 and fiv . hou rs 
(,,"' 0 Man Yu). Colin M cinnes and Pete Brown are Full 

Cats, Ian G,'llogher is dn A.s C II and M ik Ncwuound a 
BI. Well done to Dave Chappell and Derren Fran is on 

2nd placc~ in l8-Metre Nationals and Lasham Reg iona ls 
respectively. Lastly a big th anks to everyone wh o 
contributed to Dick Stratton 's trip to Oshkosh. All 

wplcome to drop in - give us a cali on 129 .975Mhz. 
Nic.k Aram 

Please send news to editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 
or Helen Evans, 7 Ollney Road, Minchinhampton, 
Stroud GL6 9BX to arrive by October 14 for the next 
issue (December 9 for the following one) 

Sailplane & Gliding 

mailto:editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk
http:iwww.Jqui/aglirling.com
http:www.lDEALmlcrosystams.com
mailto:jaxida@jaxida.dk
http:www.jaxida.com


Tracy Joseph after her first solo, pictured with instructor 
Brian Lomas at Bowland Forest 

Bidford (Bidford) 
W[ ra n ,lnuthcr successiul Turbo Comfl ln June. well 
allended by 27 competitors. O ur 401h dnniversary op n 
day and eveni ng Wil5 also hugely pnruior with d large 
number oj visitors, some of w hom were brave enough 
to hJve d Ir al le"on In tilf' Fox' Th , new BGA glider 
, im C),b rgllde was also well used, v ryone dlOUght 
it was a rea ll y neal bil of kit; thdn ks guys for lell ing u 
burrow it. The even ing's E'ntl'l'lJinfllCn l for old dnd exi sl­
ing members was also well rece ived, and a big menlion 
to Simon Wat rlO ll, who wurked tirelessly Ihroughout 
th" day and hefore to put on tht! ~vent. Ri ~h ard 
'Charl ie' Chapman, as w II as be oming a dad, has 
fill ally managed to dc) his5 00km 10 gain all th ,,",' 
Diilmoncls, in an epic eighl -hour night. Dave PJ rry has 
his Si lver height, Andy Cox his SOkOl and Paul Bloore 
has r quali fied as a Gasic Instructo r, well done all. 
James Ward 

Black Mountains (Talgarth) 
DESPITE, I ' ss-I han-perfect July, hours ,md launch 5 at 
Talgarth are still wel l ahead of last year and plan so our 
Treilsurer's is smili ng (or is thaI beci)llse he is spend ing 
a lot of lim in th air in uur eFl', Stanrlilrd C irru~ ?) 

Thllie oi you who rem mber the famous Talgarth oak 
en 'umbered wilh a seroiiy collection of ledking 
ca r,')van mllst come .:tnd se.e u:-, 3nn our m..:'lgniticCllt 
hexagoml seat that Tim Barton has built around the 
tl' 'e . It reall y is splpndid clnd fed tu res a shel i capable of 
support ing large numbers oi pint -sizC<:i glass containers ! 
Tim has rea ll y clone uS proud. The an nual Task Week is 
iu t aroun I lhe corner dnd is iully subscrihed . Previous 
years have been great rUIl With plenty of fun and seri~)us 
fl in ' including J OOklll triangles, wave (ly ing and even 
th~ odd >pot-Ianding COll t!>St . 
Robbie Robertson 

Booker (Wycombe Air Park) 
CONGRATULATION to Dave Watt O,l illlisbing 4th in 
the 15-metre cla>s in the Worlds, and to furmer mellllJer 
Juhn Cuutt on winning the class. Sadly, G L leaving lJ> 

Ron Armitage, right, congralulates Ken Ellis on soloing 
at Channel GC 
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as CFI, but mily return in a c1iiferent role nex i ye'H. We 
(Ire currently seeking C1 CFl/manager Of .:.l eFI :Inc! .1 part ­
time Illanilger. G will work ior us until mid-Ocloher and 
we wi ll hilv0 iUl amateur eFI for a short period whi lst 
we inst,lll his succ""or. Recent first solos include Peter 
Hill , Andrew Horne, Sieve Brown, Ross Mancieville and 
Adrian Ward. We now have three K·13s, thr".' k-21 s 
and the Duo ;wailable and .J refurhished K· 1 S, whi ch 
should be fully operaliuna l next yeor. The airfield ,lnd 
peritr,lck surfaces have been grea tly improved; morp 
work is pl,Jrlrwd. The airspace impruvements for the 
competitions Jr(' the best ever; the sitLl ..ltion is much 

improved in recent yedrs. 1'A<ln)' th ..lnks tn our 
Chairm,ln, Bru e Cooper, for thi s and much 01 her work. 
Roger Neal 

Borders (Milfield) 
CONGRATU L/\T ION S to Mark Fi!!ldmsn on completing 
his firsl solo iliter only 25 aerotows. Well done. The task 
week in July unfortunately fell ioul of the British weath­
er; although WI! flew most days, conditiuns did not 
allow for any long dl lance flights. How v r, the harbe· 
cue on the Friday venlll ",we plenty of good cheer, 
Thanks to Deri c:k Robson for organising the week. 
Bookings are a sti ll d lillie Iowan erlain W<lve weeks 
in 0 ·tober, if you requi re any inform,ltion why not click 
on 10 our w hsit via the BGNs find J lub page, and 
sample some of our northern hosritality. Finally wei· 
come to "The Ivlagnificent Seven" (K·7) 
and its crew, now perman"ntl )' bJs,~d on site, with a 
slol in th e new private owner, hang"!. 
Mike Charlton 

Bowland Forest (Chipping) 
THE past couple of months hJve had almost no non­
flying day~, bUI our 'Dawn till Dusk ' day was rained off. 
Congr4tulation to Pete leliding Bum) D l and On 
bei ng appointed DCFI; to Croft Brown, Jeff Davies and 
Trevor Tu thill on becoming Bdsic Instru tors; to AI"n 
Robert> and Ia n A~hton on achieving 1I 11 Category 
St;ll us; to rigel Dickensun fur J su -cessful 50krn frurn 
Dishiorth, and to Tracy Jos ph on her first solo. Several 
of u, endured a blistering week at Shenington wilh the 
lOp lerllJ.lcr~ture at 98 and vcry little fl ying. 
Eileen Littler 

Bristol & Gloucestershire (Nympsfield) 
A DEBATE ha~ b !ell I,lunch" d about Ihe club ', future, 
incl uding rad ical ided' aboLit Ih clubhouse buildings. 
The po sibility of new hangars fur club machines is 
being investigat d. The c lub web ile is heing given a 
new look and we have hought J logger anci GPS for Ihe 
club LS4 , and a fligh t C!1mputer i on order. Corr orate 
fl ying ev nins> organi,cd by lohn French have been 
very successful. Congra tulati ons to winners of Sid 
Srllith '~ Task Week: George Szabo-Toth (A cia I "~ l"<lUl 
Gel sthorpe (B Clas$) dnd Lemmy Tanner/Pete W,1 lker (e 
.I ,l ss). Iso day winner Dave Wilkinson. Simon 

Rubinson finally did iive huurs fand d 150km Iriangle) 
to complete Si lver. Some uccessful mentoring has heen 
going On. Wilhin five days of a r(),; -{'ountry fl ight in 
the DG Simon Fo~t ('r flew all thret' Silver legs on one 
night. Pity h didn 'l re, l ise that dn IR Silver distan(e 
has to be declared in writing ... V e wen:> sorry to hear of 
Ilw death of former member L;lI1ce P ters. 
Bernard Smyth 

Burn (Burn) 
WE are till ()p~r" ling at Burn !Jut Ihe offer from our 
landlord for continu ity after FebruJry next year is vcry 
pour " nd "t the momenl docs I](~t guarant e u enough 
time to gel another site up and running before having to 
leave. We drc negotiating to improve the lime we have. 
Flying goes w II. At thlt younger end Adam VValker 
nchieved nv hOLirs in Ir is K-6 and at the maturer end 
Tuny Machin took his Twin Astir to Galllston for his 
Silver, M"mber5hir i slrong and the flying w dJ'C 

;lChi "v ing is good: we arc keen to keep this up. 
John Stirk 

Dan Pitman of Bicester took this photo, of building 
thunderstorms above the launchpoint, while at Rieti 
with the Ted Lysakowski Memorial Trust. Course 
members each flew more than 30hrs over spectacular 
Italian scenery For how to apply for the 2004 awards 
- deadline is the end of October - please see p5 

Cairngorm (Feshiebridge) 
WE'V all been snaring the. e bie summer waw with 
Nick Norm.lr) getting J climb to 21,500ft in a borrowed 
L57. Our tllg is back from Aboyne having undergone its 
Ihree-year of A; our thanks go 10 Ian Carruthers, Andy 
C1rter, ick Norman, and John Whyte for their hard 
work, and Alan Middl 'ton for hi> huspitdlity in this 
respecL May I extend my own comrlimenls 10 Roy 
Dalling, St 've Thompson ,lncl al l the gang ilt Aboyn~ ior 
affording me a good dOl)" i lying? By the lime you read 
this "Octoherf . t" w i ll he in full swing and we look 
forward to seeing our old friends again and making 
sum ' new oncs. Check out wWw.gl iriing. org for details 
of I,lst-minute bookings and g neral information. 
Chris Fiorentini 

Cambridge (Gransden Lodge) 
'NELL done 10 everyone who has been involved in 
instd lli ng and fill ing out the new o ffi ce bUilding. Work 
is still ongoing on the new boef>ng room. Find ing 
ourselves with d lut of ASW 19 ' and Pegaluses (pegas;?) 
on site, including unl! in th!! cluh fi e t, w in itiated J 
"Bottle oj Holly Cha ll eng " ior thuse gl iders. Bollinger 
have agreed to donate the pri zes, ba ed on ladder 
, cores. This has become quite <1 needle malch - it is 
rum oured that Steve Langland only upgraded his K-() to > 

Daniel Johns pictured after his first solo at Devon & 
SomersetGC 
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Club news 

> 	d 19 so he cou ld jui ll the IraI', nRC: Louk Ea st visi ted 

GrJnsden Lodge. on our recent press day and broadcast 

a v ry enthusiastic p ipc-e on thei r bulletins th roughout 
Monday 11 lull', Cambridge GC memhers have be'n 
pari olthe I3ri ti sh team's superb results th is sum mer, 

ongra tulntions to l.uke Rebbeck (2 nd pl"ee, lunivr 
Worlds Stand,lrd 1.1< - in Slovakia) and Phil lones 

i3rd place, Work!> 18-lv\etre Class in ['nland), 
Gavin Deane 

Channel (Waldershare Park) 
SUMMER weather and our iirst solo -- congratul at ions 
to Ken flli s, w ho barely h"d time in bet\\'een his oth er 

Jctiv ities on si te. His dedi ca tion i~ d g rCdt eX(lmpl l'. 
At the oth er end olthe logbook weigh- in, Ron Arm itage 
has now done 3() ,000 launches, only il sma ll r roporti on 
oi which were wi th Ke n, H .. ., promispd to buy th e beer 

,l itcr the next 3b,0(JO, Thanks, Ron, Those hot sunny 
days wer ml~mllrdb le for G)using both vvinch and 
driver to over-he,)1s imul tJnl'ou~ ly, but funds have hcen 

r lu nrb "d tu bring iorwdrd the re-engine prolect on thc 
formcr. w hil st we stand the laller in th c~ next iorce 5 oif 
th e " ,a, The other wi nch is doing we ll, excl'j>t th at it 
needs J w in -h to get a driver up Into it. II has been a 

plea\ur ' to v ekome 14 Ilew members since Ap ril. 
Our weekend tra in ing i, till l imi ted by Ihe ShOrl<lge of 
inst ru (:tors, 0 w e cont inue to extend our invitat ion to 

,my who w ish to add .:mother bas" to th Ir logbooks , 
eedless to 5 y, the best ,oari ng ha b en on the least 

allended days, r\ wdcome add ition to the Falke, on 

, it is th O ga r, bedut ifu lly brought u!J tu i ine fe tt le by 
lerzy Pajdak, 
Nic Bcarcraft 

Chilterns (RAF Halton) 
CONG RATULATIO NS to two more new w inch drivers 
(aka solo pilot) - Ri hMd Irv ing Jnd Peter Rudduck ­

and two n w Bronze piloi.S, Igel Smith and Kev 
M aher, Neil B ',lIt ie has ga i'l1ed his NPPL-S LMG. The 
club had a good oaring/.lb initio w eek in lune, with 
plenl)' 01 cross-countrv kilometres anel badge c:ia ims, 

" e had a good turn-out Jt the Inter-Services w ith th e 
LS6, the LJCL K-21 and two privdt(; gilders, an ASI'" 20 

and an /\SIN 27b, Ilown by club pilots (our D iscu was 
fl own by a Fenland C; - member), Sa ri news to report is 
th e loss of Cannon Payne, a l rll<: gent lc'man, and our 

ympath ie;; and condolences go to I", fa mily, 


Andy Hyslop 


Clevelands (Dishforth) 
TH E young I' elemc.nt Jre cPi'tilinl y leading the ach ieve­
ments board, Congral> to Ben Dorrington, Mich,,'!1 
D mond and Emlll il Salisbury on I3ronz ·' , CF I Mark 

o mond had J very enjoyable time flying the o rthern 
Reglonals, ,,\ th is is wril en, the COunlr)' i baking on 
the hotlest day in hi story, but our thoughts Illusttu rn tu 
the wi nt r - fur cI lJ ib of th " ( level,1Jlel 's (in)iamous 
wav camp, , ee wWl v' dis/JforthairficldJreeserve,co,uk 
We look iorward, a, always, to welcoming friends o ld 
,mel new over th e ·hrist lllGs period, 

Polly Whilehead 

Cotswold (Aston Down) 
MA. Y cl ub members have nlacie successful badge 

flights , Chandra Fernando, Cerald Birl and Alex lones 
flew 'iOkm to tdgehill whil e I~ ich ard A;;hley has hIS 
Bronze, Th e Olivers (ialher anel son) and 8 ill lonker 

have fione solo, The club attended the recent PFA ra lly 
at nearby Kemble, w hen' ther<' was iI lot of interest in 
the Il GA simulator, rarticularly Irum younger vis itors 
dl1xious to hrwe ;1 go. A big th,lnk you to all the club 
mClllbers who helped. Holiday courses gu from st rpngth 
to strc'ngth thank; to Bo Ni lsson, our course inst ruclor, 
and to Pat Gilmore, our oifi cl' manager, Oil y Ward and 
Brian Hi rl ison competed illihe St,md"rd NdtiOIl Jls and 

,'-"i ke Ri10clle i lew in the Inter-servi ces. I \\'a~ Jllowed to 
be 1'2 in the Duo Discu, at til« Bidlur" regionals, 
Frank Birlison 
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Mike Orme, left, of DSGC, who soloed in July, with 
instructors Stuart Proctor (middle) and Mike Fairclough 

Cranwell (RAF Cranwell) 
GOOD w ekend weother including th" re o rd stort to 

August r ulted in man ~' hou" bei ng fluwn and ma ny 
'all ons of wa ter being imbibed, Other l iquids wCre con­

sumed pust fl ying. With the hard core of compet ltinn fly­
ers ,rway the remai nd~r h . .lVe enjoyed a reduct~d 
fl y ing li st and the chance to top up th e tan while 
cov ring the ground duties, ongratul"tions to Ian i3 rett 

on re-solo ing aft er ,1 six yea rs ou t of glid ing Jnd to AI" 
Coranu on i irst solo, Mark Apl in endured five hrs in the 
K-13 and J number u f ii rst Okm fli ghts w re :ll su 
(lown, Vi sit ing aircraft incl uded Charlic Rr Own's 
Duxiorel-based Spitfire, which resled overn ight in our 

hang'" aiter a laC'l l >vening ev nl and prov iding an 
impressive displ ilY on arr iva l ,.It Nurth Fie ld, 
Paul Skiera 

Dartmoor Gliding Society (Brentor) 
O PEN Oil thi s yeJ r wJS . .. intere 1ing. One t\w)-seJ ter 

wa p" l oul of dcl ion on the even ing beforE'. At the start 
of the day i ~e lf th e second two-se<l tcr was c" ught In a 
very sudden severe squall and forced to land out. Th is 
caused ,1 two-hour del ay b fpre Ih" next tr ia l les On. 
Fo rtunately the thunder and l ightning of th e sam squall 
).;ept queues short and our superb caterers (i n-house, of 

course) look d ai ter th " rem:lin ing C)pt irnists, lohn Bolt 
has reached th e age w hen instructor responsib ili tie, are 
restri·lwl. He was a iou nd r member oi the club 20 

ye Ms ago, WilS un£' of the iirst to 010, the first to make 
a five-hour ill ght irom the Si te and our fi"t. hom -grown 
instru ' tor, He became a SGA inspector, has held most 
oi th e oiii ces and is now in hb si xth y ar il chai rman , 

lohn has always don and cont inues 10 ck> a grea t deal 
oi th .. jJmcl ica l work, but he w ill be very di fii cult tn 
replace as I n ab initio instructor. Congrc1tulJtions to: 
Mark Cooper (solo), Steve Matthews (resolo aiter 25 
years), Dent' H itchens (Bronze), M,lfk atehouse 

(Bronze, Cross-Country Endorsement, twu Silvf>f legs), 
Gavin Short [comp let ion oi Silver w ith 5Ukmin Spai n), 

and al mc)SI to G d evi sky (4h" 46rnins at 2,500ft 
shows he dn ,llmost oar) , 
Phil Brett 

Deeside (Aboyne) 
IOIIN Young and M ike Law have r o loed, James Vorl I' 
stayed up for a two hour soaring fl ight. Run Ogston, 

Tom Crawlord, Tom Holloway, lames Vo rl "y ha"" dl l 
achieved their Bronte dnd Cross-Country Endorsement. 

Roger Til it" dnel Tom Holloway have fi ve hours; Tom 
.11 0 achieved his Silver dblance. giv ing hirn his wel l­
f'a rned Silver IJildgc, He wi ll be a serious 

contender in the V lth UK Mount,lin Soaring 
Championship, '\ Wcly scorers included Lyn Ferguson­
Dalling wh" w ent 5010 on the winch at [aSleriOn and 
Brute Dunc~ln who gJi ned hi~ Sil ver dist()l1ce (I I 

Siccst"r. W e are gearing up ior th,: V lth UK .'vlou nt"in 
Soaring Championship and entries h;)vc increased so 
there arc only il fE'VI' slot., lett. Con tact Roy Doll ing on 
01.l.l98 8533') il youlI'antto take one of th<:m! 

\Navl' Season bookings are Jiso going vvell. 

Contact MMy-Rose Smith n il 01569 73 0687 or Roy 
Dalli ng on 0 13398 (1.1 31 9 to book you r r lace;, liVe look 
lorward to ~eeing old fri ell d~ dnd making new on 

Sue Heard 

Derby & Lanes (Camphill) 
GOO D s();lring weath,'r cOlls istentl y ctm tinues to avu id 
us, plenty oi di fficult Ihcrrn.ll s :md 2000 to 2S()Oft 

cloudh']se, but lew guod davs, Th" incre",e in bcl se 
hdght of D,:wcntry w ill m.?lk<.' thl' Jr(,J to Ollr sOllth -w(~ 1 

Illuch more dCCQssih le \\'(,'(:.n the g{)oci dd}' drrives, ilnd 
we lo()k fOrw<lrd I,[) using the wave boxC'~ and ai rway 

cru -;:.,i ngs when the W.1V(-, !"{-'tllrllS. Congratu lat ions to 

I'ete Mylett ,lnd Chri s KIl.1pp lor SQ lo, and to N ick 
Mcloud on re-so lo and I3 roll ze I g. Richilfd Ddncc and 

,\I ex MaitlJIld hove completed thei r Assistant InstructOr 
rati ngs, Rob in Corlett, A lex Green, anrl lohn Turnbull 

ompleted I3ronze un the seco lld of our members' 
Uronze c()u rses, Bob M aki n l1a bought an SH K, the first 
at Camph il l; his friends aJ' learn ing to eli appear w h ' n 
he wan ts to r ig. T1, e Vintage Week \ < S a grea t success 
agJi n, The annudl xped ili on to Milli Id \ il l be at the 

end 0 eptc.mber, lis announeed in th last S&G, ,n 
obituary for Rich:ml Baker appears in this issue (p6 1l. 
Dave Salmon 

Devon & Somerset (North Hill) 
THE sta rt of Ihe a on hdS seen a number oi new 

privately-owned gli der at the c lub, includ ing a Di scus, 
Ci rrus and a second ASI, 25 - th is t ime w ith an eng ine, 

Ih K-21 ,lddition to ou r c lub fleet is ~~'{p tc.d , 
Congra tu lat ions are in order lor Mi ke rmc and Laura 
Taylor on go ing so lo and also for Daniel l ohns (son o f 

ex-CFI Jnd regional examiner Ron1 cun~equentl y you 
can " nilglne the ear'o l ' bash ing the young lad has had 
(0 endure' Meanwh ile, his calmer (karma ?) inst ructor, 

Chri s W oo l, is busy preparing for d Full Cat course, 
CFI M alcolm Chan i IS lookmg to rellr nfter hav ing 
serv d th': cl ub enthusia,ti c:a ll y ior the IJst three years, 
Phil Morrison 

Essex & Suffolk (Wormingford) 
TRYI NG to soar in th kind of temperatur"" that WI' 

have been experienCing recen tl y is definitely s,Jppi'l1g 
my ener' (and enthusiJsm), til l, ma ny of uur number 

have been (ining some pr tty good d sta n e fligh ts, 
including Kim Smith and Bob odden, w ho both 
dchieved Sill' I' duration (this comp let ~·s ~ub ' Silver 

Badge), Er ic Lowe got his Silv'r distanc ' and Fddie 
Leach Jnd Paul lohnson both achieved Gold dislance, 
()n ~ of the more int resting fli ght> (~n d unusual for thi s 
part ol th e wOrlel) was an fR by Denn iS Heslop to 

-yc" ton , wbi ch included a 1 (i,OOOlt wave cl imb, " e 
also h~ve a good crop oi first solus: Tony I3 ramley, 
Alex 0' Keefe, Marti n Lawson, Andrew « "twright and 
l3 ill 0 ' 1\'1311ey - congratulati ons to them, fi nall y, a(lIy, 

w e have to r r ort the death of our fo undin member 
and pres icl · nt Eric Richard (see obitudry, pM ), 
SIeve Jones 

Bob Cassels took this photo of Vee Harrington a few 
minutes aher she landed at Essex from her first solo 
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Essex (North Weald/Ridgewell) 
C:ONGR/\TUL/\TIONS to lohn VVhitwd[ Oil his [ld , il. 
Instru (tur Rat ing, Phil Talbot ,)n([ V('e Harrington Oil 

solo ing, P{1ul Fuurnais(' on g ,lting Silver height dnd 
durat ion in on(' I[ight, Ph il Beddows completing Sil ver 
with a cross-coun trv to Tibellhil rn ilild Johl1 Hill1lpson 
,,[so gaining Silver B"dg" with height and dist<ln«'. lohn 
also landed ,lt lIuenh"m. Thi s, with ['cter M,m[l'), doing 

" 100km in we[[ und,' r " n hour without stopping to 
ci rcle in t[Henna[s, shows that Ridgewp[[ has been a hive 
o f dClivity in thp ren~nt spell of good w(,Cl ther. 1\ good 
mallY or Itw ilights h(lvP h(-'(-'11 off wim 'h IJunc/ws rind 

we must 1"')' tribu te 10 all the winch drivl''' '- as ",e[[ as 
Ihe tug pillll' - lor thei r h"ru work, especi, 'lIy on the 
very hot (t.lYs. Our youngest rncmhcf, S~lnl Fi 5 h(~ rJ 

c:rcwcd for Chris :--Jichn[as at Cnillpelition Enterprise, 
managing to ily in four difiore-nl gl ider types th erl', 
Peter Perry 

Fenland (RAF Marham) 
APOLOG IES tll Donny lohnson lor not mentioning Ihilt 
he won the ld(kJcr Trophy last year: we[ [ done. Sad 
ne\ S thal Dav VVren h<~~ !K'en grounderl by it stroke.. 

We 5 nd hi m our bl', t wi,hcs tor .1 slJ('edy I'<'GOver\ ·. 
Congralu [atHlI"ls to CF[ Dp[ Ley. "warded RAFCSA 
Memb -r of Ihe YCJ r.l t the RAFr;SA ,\CM. Ariri,1I1 

BrJrnweJ [ hd Si[ wr height and it!;"V<'" "';111ts his, h ' II 
take a ba rogr~ ph wilh him next time. b-Fenlanrler 
Dave Chappell cal11c second ,11 II", 1o -,\<\('Ir" Notiona[,; 
Pet r <;t"Jlron.l· i\lIen IVd' J rd in th" Eastern Regiona[s; 
Ihe hero, though, was our vcry own Timmy, completing 
281_'lkrn in hi s K-6<:. The h i gh[i~hllli the [<lst two 
months must he rnv Go[d dist;lI1cc:JD iarnond goal: well 
done to m ! VVc!comc lJ:,ck to ehri»), Thomas and BIC 
Smith, and >\)'5 back in the cockpit ;\g.l in. 
Graham French 

Four Counties (Syerston) 
PHIL Criffi ths, O,we Tom[inson, and los Dent h.wc gone 
so lo ;] nd Derek Rowell has n:-so[oed alter 
32 years ! loh n Wi [tOn has don ' IVI'I I in competition hi 
year, coming 41h elt thc ,'vtid [dnd " ('g iGna[ , ,)lld d very 
respectable 2 nd at Ih O' Tibcnham Rpgiona[s. Rob 
Ri chard ha comp[plpd 50km to Ki rton Lindsey "nd 
Ch",[ i Ingram-Luck has almost i [own live hours (wel[, 
he would hflve dune it if it hadn'l hpcll lor <lerulow 
tim I) Adri an H;llton is enjoying his n(-'w LSb and is 
exploring it field IOI1r1illf!, ch,\r,l cteristic\ . 
Sue Armstrong 

Fulmar (Easterton) 
WE hav,-, hJd il mi Xt'd bag of \W.lt [wr over Ih!.' [,,\st i w 
months, bUI it hasn't been qu ite bad enough to put off 
the new m mbers. Congratu lations though to thos(! who 
man" ged to make th besl uf it: Ian Murray Silver 
h " ight, Chris G ill Go[d h 'ight and [~rai n Burnd [ two 
hour iligh t (C[oser 10 th r hours ,lCtu ,)[ly~ i We a[so 
have a few Ilew ru gg ies lO kepp us airhorne. Fina[[y on 
a more \(lmhr<~ note we had two accid('nts this month, 
and I would [ike to Wish. 011 ocha[f 01 thE' JuiJ, J 

speedy recovery to Ihos p iluts involved. 
Mark Brown 

Highland (Easterton) 
TI [E main new, is Robert T"it, our H, h,L no\\' got h iS 
tug rating. II you would likp to 5 p th e smi le ()n his I;,ee 
visit our web- ite Jnd '0 to club n('w, longest day, 
\Vh re there ,He elba pictures tdkcn e\l Ih ' ('vening 

bJrbecue On Ihat day. An old tmiler was also b,1rbecued 
with inrere<;ti ng r ults - rertd "hout It )'()ur~el i ~ Peh"!r 
Goodiel [ow \Vas at Silver height in wave' when asked il 
he'd go t h iS barograph on. l-tis reply wa" " I II )' for fun," 
or wurds tu th at d ie t P<'IC Sm ith - lurever chasing his 
Si [ r tii slance - got tn 5,000ft 0 er the air fl e[d {or a 
downwind dash only tu remember he'd not sw itched 
his iJarogr71ph on. I 10weveJ, we do hav a .IJ illl thi s 
month a, Colin Conti 1\ LS his first llronze leg. 
Roy Scothern 

October - November 2003 

New soloist James Turner in the glider at Mend/p, with 
Paul Croote (centre) and Peter Turner (Keith Simmons) 

Imperial College (Lasham) 
EXC[TlNG tim ~ for ieCe. Nasr ' 'n A[-Hak im, Edw"rd 
Co les-Gale and Ma rcus Raf[a a[[ achrewd fi rst 50 [0 in 
time for our summer expedit ion 10 th CLec.h Repub[ic 
w here nor on ly did meillber solo clerula\\' (nr the 
Ilrst tim , they w r a[50 able to exp flPnce first cr05S­
country l lights. We rece ived cl fr iendly we lcom(" from 
Aeruk[ub V[as im, who allowed ~,, \O open the hangar 
doors al 0430hrs in time to fly al sunri se. 
Congratulations 10 those who achiev ,(j SI[ver dural ion 
anu heigh Ov 'ra ll, it was , I gre.J t t im ' In prnmute 
Imp riJ[ 10 Europe With both 496 and 2% hard ly 
touching the round . A big thank, to Dave Wi [liams (or 
towing owr two ddY>, instructing .md for putting up 
w ith a bunch oT ado[es enLS on cheap beer. Back in 
[ng[,lI1d A [an Bamfurd and Jamie Dpnton comp[ led 
Si[v r, w ith AlJ n sett ling into his summ!'r job ,)5 

Lasham's staft' lug pilot. Hermaj joi ned the reg iona[s in 
'16. With a[[ thi s activity the future o( the club is looki ng 
iJr[ght nd we eagerl y look forward 0 new recruits dt 
the freshers' fa ir COrnC Octob r. 
Luke Cooper-Berry 

Kent (Challock) 
!\ RU, of good weather hds produced ~ number 01 
smiling (eK es at Challocle Steve Car , Stuart M ,lxwe[[ , 
Andv Young and Will Penson have gone so lo, Will ga in­
ing .] Bronze It'S on his s~cond Ilight. Mirren Tu rnbu[[ is 
, port ing two Bronze legs as wei [ as ga ini rp the Cross­
country Endorsement two hour fli ght. Les MiI[s and Phil 
Crabb hav ' nown Silver [egs whll ' 
completed Sil vers hJve been achieveci by Lue Fran cis, 
Ri chard Scho ,eld and Dave Shearpr. Can ralu[ ations to 
a[1. O ur Open w eekend Iva!; .10 enormous uecess . 
We fl ew some 200 peop[e over the two days and Me 
pleas d 10 welcome severa [ new members as J re~ult . 

Caroline Whitbread 

Kestrel (RAF Odiham) 
co , GRATULAT[ONS to Shane N,)ish on going solo, to 
George [3[undel l-Pound junior, a Cildet mcmb r, on 
solOing in a Vi gilant and to Bernd V"rmeu [en on getti ng 
hi, Fu ll Cat. W helve hung nuw 11,. ngar door eurtJins 
on to our Bessenou tent hJnga r. Th is lea" S only one 
pane[ thJ t has not be'en renewed (-ourtesy )( Rubb Ltd 
and we Ih" n~ them for their >upport ov "r the y ars. 
O ur club tleet lI'<'nt to the Inter-services w ith th e K-2 1 

rewed [)y tll'O do tors p roviding a ombin (J(1[Q 
comfortably in excess of th e g[id r's hand icap. Thanks 
to Kevin Bllchanon (or his contll1ued work on k'pil1g 
our winch Jnd MT scrviceJb[e. Thanks to Neil An11strong 
for orgdni>il1g our three short sen'i e col lrs"s th is yeM. 
Simon Boyden 

Kondor GC (AGA Bruggen) 
ON lune 12, we hosted an inter tlng event alBruggen: 
the Tuyota Formu[a \ fe, rn ' chi f aerodynam icist, Rene 
Hillh(),.,t, v~" photographed by 'ei [ L~lvso n of the 
white planes p icture co fo r Tovota 's O nc Aim 
Il1<JSJLine, fl ying w ith Pel(' Mas,on in FVA Aachen'l 

brand -new DC· 1000S, towed by me us ing the FVA's 
130hp Groh 11)9b moturg[ ider. Thanks to A[ex Roeker 
lor his he lp. On June 2 I , Lhe longest tidy, Ben"dikt 
Dohml'n so[oeci on the K-7, S,lI1c1r~ i [[ rll('i s l ~ r firs t 
so[olng the Fa[ke moturglider ,Hlel A[ex Boeker I[ ew I[l<' 
K-8 to Norvenich lor his 50km. The 1,000th fl ight in 
Konelm's history (and this 5<',l ,on) w as mad, on lu[y (, . 
loehen Ewa[d 

Lakes (Walney. Island) 
W E- haw b(, lwf i te("r~orll th e ,ile's unique geography 
r~cQntl)' \-vith an interes ting mix 01 conditions - V\lave, 
ridge ,mel s(·'a bn'<!Zl' ironls a[[ il('ing ut i [ist' d. I,m E[dem 
conlinues to !1l~lke reJpici progress, climh ing 10 Sil ver 
height nn his 6th so lo, unlortunatciy without Ih benelit 
of a baro ·raph. This s itu~\l l on was rectified tlw fo llowing 
week when lan, ,md barngr"ph, , limbed to Go[d height 
on the best day of the year 50 tar. Phi! ~Iorer used the 
wave 10 laim his five hour> whilst ot[w r5 used the con­
ditions In Inundate the club Ladder teward. 
O n a more down-to-earth nOle th airfield owners are 
r vi 'wing airfield security ,lI1d have d _cided we musl 
be [Dcked in at weekends' Vi itors by rmd wil[ nc -cllo 
ring the d ub mobile on 08bO 135447 to gain Je e5S to 
the airiie[d . The necent AGM r u[ted in Peter Sedd m 
stepp ing clown as ecrelilry and we Ihank hilll for h,s 
effurts, YOllrs tru ly has stepped into his 'ho >. 
Nei[ Braithwaite 

Lasham Gliding Society (Lasham) 
CO, GRATUL/\TlON to Wa ll y Kahn and 1),lt Cornet, 
whn have heen appointed honorary l ife members 0 
LlIsh,Hl) G[iu; ,,!! Soc i"'ty. TI,i s is in recogni tion of thei r 
ster[ i ng work over d number 01 dec.1df's on behalf of the 
club. Adrian Em k fl ew 1'0 km In his K-6 on lu[y 10 al 
Fucnl -mi[an05, Spain . I feel certain his success I ilS due 
to the comfort provided by Ihe new "bnck eat-back 
sh [[ " (see p22 of Ih ,s issue!. /\[.)n Mered ith has been 
appointed Ch ief Pilot of the British AntMetie Survey. 
During his six months ~bsencc from Lasham, Phil 
Phi[ lips w ill be act ing Tugmaster. Tria [ I' ll ,hiS have been 
replaced b)' l ria [ Membership, IVith onl? munth 
memb r hip to include 11 free J ro tow. TIl i i good 
value, and should help reCrell1 nel perillanent mem­
bers. Demo[it ion of bui ld ings on th e South sidE' of th" 
airii [0 ha been completed and the arC,l re-seeded 
w ith grass. Improv ' n)cnts to Ihe Mea ddjacen t to the 
South end of the short run way wi[[ double the availab [e 
landing rea in this [O-,l tion. Lash"lll thanks th (o [[ow­
ing [.l unch point controllers and th ei r m ny helpers 
who run th (' [aunchpoint on we kd;,ys: l'vtnndays - Tony 
and Margaret Challans; Thursday - Bob lohnson; a[[ 
other days - Charlie Kovack and Bob Bick L. 

Tony Segal 

Lincolnshire (Strubby) 
AS part 01 ,\ new youlh -ori ented recruilment campilign 
the cluh is offering free Illemhershlp to young potential 
pilots .1 ged between 15 and 18, who can irnr ress th e 
committee with their commilment and enthusiasm. We 
hay," road signs erected M a[[ strategi c road juncti on 
now 10 dir ct people 10 our club. Th is was made 
p05sib[ by" grant 0150 P r cent of th · w st frolll fa" 
Lindsey Distrid .oun [I. O ur new websil is up and 
running. thanks to an ex-member, lonalhan \Noodforth. 
PoLS on the back go to Derek Woodforth , who has 
ompleted his Sil ver wi lh 31m and al so has a Basic 

Instruclor rating; Bob Fie[cI and Ph il iner have gone 
so lo. Bob has returnerl to gli di ng <lIter a break oi 
33 years Jnd has bcc.ome our PR Oilleer. Hard luck man 
of the y or is Richard Coleman: one week alter missing 
fiv hourS" by 10 minutes he m issed Si [v r distance by 
Skm. We can, how vc r, congratul ate him on a Silver 
height and a very hard W OI1 flyi ng TIger Bauge. (The 
Linco [nshi re F[ving lIgl?r Badg is a ilah[ to anYDne 
who win ch [aun h from _trubby " 11[[ lands Jt [east 
25 km from th sit . I3ring your sh ip he"" ~lIld fly horne. 
The award is at the discretion of the FI SO A$I-I 255 p 
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Club news 

Ex-CFI Chris Harris, right, senI his grandson Adam Bird 
solo in August at Midland GC 

):> 	 and illlbu5 4s are disqualified ). Plans ,lee well afoot 
for our 25 th anniversary bash ( ee p5). 
Dick Skerry 

London (Dunstable) 
ON July 12, seven pilots went around a - OOkm set ta k. 
Yet another well done goe to 17-year-old 5 cond-year 
cadet Andy ,"Iills, who has gained his basic instructor 
rating. Our exredition to SaJI in G · rman, J roved 
I opular aga in with many good fli ghts during the \\. 12k, 
howp\I", two bright·r rilot s did not complete J task of 
i 50km but only man<tgetl 64km, landing thei r gliders in 
a field next to a lake which happpncd to be a naturist 
park with nah,d families everywhere. The temperature 
IVas 50 hot at midday that oif came the cl oth and they 
plunged i l1to th lake. The PS co -ordinate> are now 
eagerly sought. A large new syndicate has form d 
around ,) Sl ingsb)' SWJllow, which was being given 
away (a 1200-mile round trip to co llect it!. John 
Mar5hall me home w ith hoavy bruising and cuts 
fo llowing (l remark, )) lc escap" in he Fren h Alps: 
he wa5 rescued by heli opter after dangling from his 
parachute straps for an hour from a rock b ee after a 
mid,air collision. <ongratuldtions to 1ii-year-old Andy 
May, a third -year c"det, who went round a 500km, 
and 10 cadet Stuart C lrmi hapl, who ga ined Gold and 
Diamond dIStances in June. We weJcom eight 
new cad"ts. Well c10J)(, to Peter II:trvey, who ga ined 
4th place in thl' Open lass Worlds at Lcsl.no. O ur 
condolen es fio to th ' fdmily o i Mike Garrod, whn died 
aft r a long illness. Ill' had been a glider p ilot for more 
than 50 yOd rSand will alwJ\', be renw mbererl (or his 
callslgn: Green Flash-Green Beet le ( (,n oIJi/lIar)\ pi, I }. 
Geoff Moore 

Mendip (Hales land) 
FIRST In ,1pology to Patrick Hogarth for not ment ioni ng 
his campi ted Silvur in th la I issue amJ a slapped 
wrist to S&C for calling him f'<l ul J Patrick is making the 
most of a d 'al which gives him brother Ph il's Kestml to 
i ly. Th i is purr ing on Our other two K sireI fJ ilOlS, Bob 
Merritt andl'aul Croote, who are getting tant" li singly 
close to achieving the first 750km from Hal lanfl. Paul 
is alreadv well pa t Ih 600km mark. We tI ied a dJwn 
to dusk aga in this yea r ,)nd had the first glider ai rborn 
.It 05. 16hrs :rnd Matl James maki ng the IJst landing at 
21.23hrs. In between, P.ttrick Haxell ilew . J val idated 
Silver distance' to Rivar Hill and another member 
reached Silver h ight ( .myi ng J switched-off barograph 
and ye , it \ il5 the same memb r who, l1n d Sil v r 
attempt last Y-f'ar rI ew jar two hours only to backtrack 
<l ncl lancl less than SOkm irom the site! Success was it 

bmily ",f(ort when )'oung James Turner WilS sent on his 
fi rs t ulo by brother-in- Ia, Paul roote with hiSdad 
Peter Turner flying the tug. Thi was J double i irst: all 
previous firs t so los 11ave been w inch l.lUnch d. Jame 
fI w a I3ronLc leg on his second solo. Meanwhile Matt 
James has also notdwcl ufJ a Bronze le<,'. 
Keith Simmons 
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Midland (The Long Mynd) 
THERE was an unusual twis t on the "iather sends 
son/daughter so lo" thorne when ex-CFI Chris Harri s sent 
his grandson Adam Bird solo on August 3. Th " min i 
Ilarr is then converted to tlw K-23 and got a Bronze leg 
the vorl' next day. Rose lohnson has madc the longest 
ilight jrom the Mynd, 640kmw hi ls t on a 7S0 attempt. 
On the ,ame day (June 1]) John Robert s got back to the 
M)'nd after a 520km il ighl. three YC,lfS aiter taking up 
gliding. Not to be outdone Alan Ham"s came second in 
the LashJm reg ionals, 14 MONTHS Jiter taking up gl id­
ing. (f Ie was le'dfling unti l tl". last day). Nick Swa les has 
m" naged 300km. The Faulk!'s foundation DC-50S is 
here and in action. We havo welcomed visi tors from 
Highlands GC and Northumhria Gc. Th ere have b en 
too many so los, Bronze legs and duration, to name so 
mnny congra ts to OG, DG, JM, IZB, GH, AD, ]V, MD, 
W N and TP (not a pun). 
Roland Bailey 

Needwood Forest (Cross Hayes) 
I MUST say it big IV II clone to Peter Kenl. The Mynd 
were as surpris cI to see him Mrivl' (after th ey had 
packed up fo r the day) as we all IV rC to see him leave. 
It was it valian t effo rt on a day that got goi ng somewhat 
later thdn he did and d prvecll y won ou r winchmaster 
his ' il ver. ConW,Hulations also to igel Hooper for 
going so lo. Jim Follon and Jo rg Epplo have Bron lf~. 

Antony Aradford Is grinn ing pWn morc now thaI he 
has flown our lovely K-6. I managed to complete my 
fi ve hours, Jnd then Jgain J. few weeks later w ith a 
barograrh to prov it t also did my first field landing 
- in the grounds of a stately home that was r rep<Jri ng 
for an open air concert (the I'rOI11S no less). I di d n1)' 
circu it and landing lO the rehearsing theme tune of Star 
Wars played on the PA system. If you'd li"e to have thi s 
much fun, Jnd gatecra-h somowhere for free, then 
p leilse uJme to www.gogliding.com dnd vo lu nteer to be 
part Uf Illy re tri eve crew, 
Paul Machacek 

Norfolk (Tibenham) 
COMPETITORS in the 18 .'vletre N ational ,md Eastern 
Regionals held at NGC thi summ(5 were ab le to il l' on 
six of the nine all oc,lled d,ys In conditions ranging 
froll) very tliiiicult to ou tst.tnding. In the 18 M etre class 
David Masson took the honours with Dave Chappell a 
close se ··ond. Mike Jorciy and Clai re Emson won the 
Regionals in a Duo Discus relegati ng John Wilton, the 
w lnn r (or the last th ree year~ , to second. Among the 
N GC members compet ing, Ray I' lart improved his 
posi tion steadil y through tilt' weE'k to finish ' ixth , whil e 
vice chai rman Norm,)n Clowes, who comretes just 
once a yeDr Jt the R'gionals, fi nished a creditab le 
ninth . Our thanks as ever go to th" hard-working te.lm 
that made th event possibl and 10 the visi ting p ilots, 
, ho made it so enjoyable. Heartiest congratulat ions go 
to Matt Cook, who competed for Great Britain in the 
World Jun ior Chamri onsh ips held in N itra , Slovakia, in 
the Clul Class. He iinished sixth in these, his first at this 
level, and we hope he w ill parti cipate in many more. 
r' t th ' domestic level, our traini ng cour. es " <lve heen 
consist ntly over subscribed throughout the year and 
the newly instituted fou r ilight day courses Jre st.trting 
to sell we ll. In line w ith our poli cy of encou raging more 
young people, 11'0 were pJeased to welcome a group 
frn m Thetford Grammar School , who en joyed the 
experience. Progress has been made wi th our plans for 
new hJIlE}lragc, ~ nd we 3\'\fJit a decision from the 
Trustees of the Foundation for 'port and the Arts about 
grant aid. We are also in the process of choosing an 
architC'Ct to producp a sket h des ign for J nell' club­
house. The plan w ill he presented 10 representatives o( 
the 44 5th Bomb Group V terans' Asso iati on in the 
USA, who have expressed an interest in the proje t and 
ma)' help LI S fin and ally in thi s the 60th dnniver",,,y ye<lr 
of their operations at Tibenham. 
Alan Harber 

Mixing it with the bouncy castles at the Lianarmon 
Show were members of North Wales GC 

North Wales (Llantisilio) 
UP here in the \ il ds of the mountains at the Top Left 
Hand Corner, II' have the ame problems as everyon 
else. M emb !'S , or rather the lack o( new ones. So this is 
.tbout snm thing n('IV we Iri 'd recently. Not long ago 
we rece ived a call (rom the org" nisers of the Ll anarmon 
Show. Would we be wi lli ng to bri ng a gli der down to 
the show and show it off to the puhlic (at no charge to 
ourselv . i)? ow chairmen's and trea urer's eyes light 
up when the word free is mentioned and so, haVing 
conne.d the CFI <lnd Treasurer out of their pride and joy, 
an ASW 19, for a day, I s[lcnt il re l.)Xing, but hot day, 
hatting to the f.lubli c about the joy of glid ing. Visitors 

came from much further afield than I wou ld have 
believed for 50 small an ev nl. dnd th ' < ge range who 
show" d a surpris ingl y high interest in what we had to 
say was quite an educati on. Wa; it worth it?Tinw w ill 
reull y tell, but we certainl y ga ined some new (ri ends. 
Always worth it when the next plann ing appli cation 
goes in hdore the counci l, dnd keeping good relations 
w ith your loca l omrn unity is always a good thing to 
do. Ii n()t hing else it proves that we who (I y gl iders are 
not aliens! I Look 50 hrochures and nearly ran out. 
Each one went as a result oi talki ng to someon ,l nd 
encourag ing them to come and try our sport. In two 
weeks time we will be a our loca l pM ish fete as well . 
It might sound a bit like poli tical glad handing. but i( 
th ~t's what it takes to Iwlp pread our sport then I, ior 
one, Jm all for it. Try givi ng your Inca l pari ' h ~nunc.i l 

J call to see if they would like someth ing white, shiny 
and w ith a fri endly fa~e Jttache.d to help boost the 
arpeal of their sholl'. YOLI might get il p leasant surprise. 
David Trotter 

Northumbria (Currock Hill) 
0 , E of our carlets, Emily Gooch, so loed on July 6. 
Jason Hayman, having soloed at Sutton Bank, did it 
agai n at Currock on July 20. Craig Storey manage.d a 
Sil ver distance by i lying to Ri chmond Old RJ cecour'>e 
in the ,\ stir. Eddie Stephenson has now become an 
ASSIStant Inst ructor. An exped ition went to the Long 
Mynd at the end of lull' but the weather was not too 
ki nd. The CFI, Coli n Sword, has "'signed from the post 
and from the club, wi th eiie.ct (rom July) 1. We than k 
him for all eifurt he' put into the job. Alan Scott has 
been app() inted his successor. 
leonard Denl 

Oxford (RAF Weston-on-the-Green) 
SO what's OGe been up t07 W,'II , Andy B was up to 
B, SOOft in unusual wave cond itions, Dave flr<ly was up 
to Sackvill ' Farm (or his , Okm to complete his Si lver, 
(and would l ike to thank all those there who gav him 
it iree Jerotow back). Rob Jackson managed to keep 
schtum ior ii ve hours to complete his Si lver (more 
difiicull than you'd imagine). Claudia [lungen got her 
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Despite the weather, Northumbria GC members came 
up smilmg on their expedition to the Long Mynd 

BI rating and r\:~tcr Boulton :-.howt'd real determination 
(l nd has gone solo. And as it's thl' sumlll~ r, (l mollE'v crew 

IVf~ n l On an exchange ,dlO OI Irip to ,.\ Germ:lIl gliding 
d ub, s,(.lmevvhere ill C; rm(1 ny, wlwrt, th c.!y were \\'il 'lt~d , 

dined, flown and (lew and genurall" VN)' IVpll Inoked 

"(t ~ r, It was wOrl h tlu: tr ip lUI Ihl;' beilutiiu l l' il'W' Innt', 
On Ihe cunt(>st side, O GC's over-adliever, excelll,cI 

once again tn get inl o tlw Intc r-c luh League nnal. 
Steve McCurdy 

Peterborough & Spalding (Crowland) 
FOLLOWI ,"C a rireadlul spring wh n w had flooding 

prnbl 'm" our main runw,,\, h;" now hilri major 
dra inage work clon e Until thl! new I>r,15'; grows tile 

~hJnnel5 are visible Irom the air ,lIld 1ll,.1y look , ll dngc. 

howev(·" , these pose no rrob lem when IJncilng 50 

pl t2d.$l' ca.1 1 ii'l l vi.sito rs Jr(;! J I\r\'ays W e Ic0 (11e. VVe Jr"(' 11 0 \· 

t'xperi ~n ci ng dn Incred ibl e 5ummc:r, th e Sl!c.onri w o>ek () f 

August produced local tempera tures or 3 5-3 7'C Our 

Open Day in June Wei> " geedt succe~, fur the 3rd ye<lr 
running, 69 launches kept uS allan our toes and we 
hope that som new rn eillbers w ill resu lt. We W~H! 

thankful for the help of volunteer, (rolll the Stam ford 
Schools ( CF w ho hf'l r erl with Clr p,,,k m,lrshalling and 

v isi tor asslstJnCe, they in turn enjoyed th e Il ights \' " ieh 

were given as .l 'thank you'. Th~o cadell; shoWE'd 

&reJ t enthus iasm and dis ipll ne and w ' ar" making 
efforts to strengthen tho <1 SS0Ci,lt ion with thi s Unit. W e 

congra lulatl' Jim Crow hurst on ac1li ('ving 5th p lace in 
the Edstm n Region als ,we] lor achievin g his 500km. 

Well done to Martin Ewer on becoll1ing a 'full Cat' . 

Instructor i1l1d Bill 6" ker, l~i chiHd n.1 Ofn l y and Roger 
Duke on compl c.t in ~ . hQir Bronze. \l\f(' h il V~' tVI/O new 
solo pilots, ''''att Duk Jnel Phillip W ra\" iloth in th eir 
teens and active, helpiul members af th e cl ub, 130b and 
Sylv io Sh,l rman hove: just return ed fmm th Vintage 

~" lly in Finl ilnd" O ur new Assistant Instructor, Paul 
Davey, wa, buying the b ('( <lgi.1 in, he rcccnily Ilad hi s 
iirst landout in 12. YC! ,ICs o( gliding, 

Joan Pybus 

Portsmouth Naval (Lee-On-Solent) 
\,V E heW€' hild J di s.:lppo inl ing eason ';0 idr wi l h few 

soo ring fli ghts of notf' from Lpp although thc' we.l tllPr 
during the f irst of our c:ontinU(')U5 summer courses \Vas 

good enough I" al low al l eight courSe Illelllue.rS to 
,Ich ieve tl r5 t solos. \.Vh at 111t1 " sO:lring w eather Ihere has 
heen was exrl o it d hy Gril h,1m Cronin, who completed 

his fiVE' hours, /\ndy I-Iq)burn \\IdS not sc) luck)', landing 
a few minutes shorl 01 hi s f i \'~ huurs yet dg,lIn, Andy 

Il land moved inland to Ri cester il nd Ilew til GrJnsdcn 
Lodge for his Silver distance, I\t Lee it o ften seemed thJt 

the on ly glid" " dbl e. to do much at all hav ' had the 
(ldvJnt agc of ~I n (~ngin e un Ih ld. iron!. Tony \rVnrl d has 

been bus)' wi th his new Sw\1G i llSt~ctor rJt ing Cju dlify ­

ing new rilots in Ihe RF- 5B. We have heen joined dt 

October - November 2003 

Lee by a microlight fly ing club wh o, without a club ­
house of their own, join us ill the UJr after flying - an 

Jrrangemcnt that thaI h<ls done wonders to h clrJ1l0ni~c 

rel ations b(~ tween th l-' c luhs. Looking forward, W P @("Igerly 

dwa i! the delivery oi our new K-21 which should drriv(' 

"ny dol)" By the time you re,.1d th IS, Tony Wurld will he 
our new Cfl, taking over (rom 1\ IJn Clark, W~ wish 

Tony well in his n\:w rnl e ,1n o th,lnk A la n for ~ I I his 

eiiorls over the last i hrce years. 
Steve Morgan 

Scottish (Portmoak) 
LIKE mo,t other clubs, IV'-"VO s en J Illt o( dCl ivit)' over 
th e past couple of months, O ur summer COUI>1!!i II'I'r(' 

full), subscribed as have been ou r hJ lf-day courses 
- thanks to cnurse instructor Nei l Irving ;lIld full - tirn(~ 

instructor Andy S,.1ncierson lor their sterl ing ('(Iort s <lnd 

en thu siasm, Wel come back to Trevor Mu rp h" and l3ill 

Al ex:lnder, w(' lcomc to nell' members John Il ugge, 
Pauline C~ lla hor, D,wicl Finlo )" ,Inri "i l Brown, 

l'JU l1l erOU s ach ievemen ts to ment ion; Ste::wa rt Hennes(1)" 
Mike Lithgow and Charli ' Guth rit' for tir!t solos 
- ( harl ie ;) Iso <Khi veel hi , Bronz · fl odge; [ van Pole 

got his Silver ciur,.1tion; David Nesbi tt cl iinbed to Silver 

height; Ruaridh N icol gdi neci Silver height and duration; 
Ian Meolchilm's Silver durdtion leg completed his fu ll 

Silver Badge; Andy Sanders" n spotted a gnp in hi s 
hal f-day course sch edu le to "grab ..1 D i" mllnd" - this 
Diamond heigh t has given him al l th ree diamonds; 

Kenn), Cowie, Douglas Tolit olnci Fred Jo)'ncs all ll chic l'ed 
NPPL (SLMG) ra tings_We ;lItend d the Centenary 01 
Fli ght oirshow Jt Eaq Fortune, near Ed inburg h, in Ju ly. 
\tVe brought Jlong our "VYalking 011 A ir" K-21 fo r Our 

m tie displ ay and this proved to be eVl'r-popul ar for the 
hundreds of vis itors to our stonci, n 'le w t:::lIher was glori­

ous. as were th e flyin g di,plays, olnd we have ,.1lr l'ady 
seen some o f our vi,itor turn ur at Portlnoak to sample 

gliding, A priLe draw w as helel on th e d,) y Jnd over 
(2:> 0 "'-..I S rai ed for "Walking On Air", n,e prize, a Trial 

~lt ght, was won hy !\nrirew T., i l. Thanks to everyone 

who hel ped ou t, both on the Friday evening bciore and 

at till' "i rshow itscl i. 
Ian Easson 

Shalbourne Soaring Society (Rivar Hill) 
Ir\TER-CLU8 came to Riv,lC I-lill on the longest clay 

weekend, o rgani sed by Clive Ildrder. 'liVe were denied 

great flying. b ut the barhccul' mad ' up lor this, Many 
thanks to Val Pike for org,mising th (ood dnd drink, 

Many achievements w ere bJggcd on Ju ne. 28/ ~l vcry 
sU Lees, !ul day, M art in H askins and G(>O!( icholls were 

th e instructor team teaching P:>'s w hilst just ahout every ­

one else was up, ofi and "way, Su ceSSe5 included fuur 
pilots flyin g th eir first 5Qkm, severa l Si lver huigh ts, and 
three 300km -pl us 1: lsks cI r lared " nrl cnmpleted , Th e 

Club Ladder loo ki~d in fin e shape, Congratuloltinns til 
new , ula pi lOis Dave Llew el yn and Ale M ackdy. In iate 

July we hosted a fl GA Soari ng Course, fol lowerl by Task 
INeek, Severa l long-st"ndi ng dub members h,lVe ti died 

up th" ""(lIclcI, and th " cl ubhouse has b 'en giv(·'n a 
fresh look by volunteer. <lrmed w ith pots of paint and 

brushes. Th eir effOrts ar much Jppreciated. 
Liz Seaman 

Shenington (Shenington) 
CO NGRATU LATI O S to Oll ie Gallant on hi, recent 

solo and Aronze leg" to Clen Scott und Annf,tlC Sh,lw 
for Bronze, to Andy M oore and Grahalll Bambrook on 
Silver duration s and Eri c Luw n for Silver tl isl<i ncc. John 

Roge.rs is on Ass istant Rated instructor, Summer hos 
been busy, w ith plenty oi planned soC' ial even ls, birth­

d:)y part ic;s and ad hoc barbecu es. VVe are pl ~ n ni n g il 
Qu iz night and Bonlire nigh t cel ebrat ions in th e autumn 

- chplk our w ebsite at wIVw r; lidiflg-c!u/),co.uk for 
detail s, Mid-week courses r i1luin hu,y unci will be 

operatin g 1I1to the "utumn. Ca ll th e office if you W,lnt lo 
c;O nl C' Iilid-weck, fu r. \ (ourSe or ;1 visit: .. til vvdcomc. 
Tess Whiting 

More than £250 was raised for "Walking on Air" when 
Scottish Gliding Centre went to East Fortune in July 

Shropshire Soaring Group (Sleap) 
COLI N Rd tt liiic has taken over Irom Peter Gill as CF I 

since Peter's job h,1s become mOrt dem,l nding, Th 're' 
has been some exci ti nA fl yi ng with exce llent cloud 
treets and ei tll(:~r the convergencE' zo n ~ frUIll the sea 

hreeze ha> been more mMkcd or we are get~ng better 

al spO iling it. Al istai r Gill son fl ew IJiltil 71JI11 w ith just 
the con vergencp zone cumulus in ,111 oth er",i ;I' b lue 
, ky, Young M att ca me' back wi tll him 11 .1 the Tw in Asti r 

,llmost eXl-'luding wi th enth usiasm aiter burni ng off th e 

excess h " ight wilh JerobRt ics, M Ost or our rf>gu lar' have 
srent time in Spain, France, Yorkshire and Scntl an cl on 
expeditions, We arc hoping tu do even more mid-week 

flying to compensa tf' lur th e poor llil rt In th - yeM, 

A lthough we hove had severG I wove d<.1 Ys we howe 
rarely exceeded B, aOOf! so fdr Dnd look forwJrd to 
grenler heights again in the Jutumn, 

Keith Field 

South London Gliding Centre (Kenley) 
DESPITE the fail ure of our bid (or lottery luncis, th e 

guncrosit \' Of members has J Ilowed us to make two 
miljor purch,\se;: a pri stine Croll Twin Aero ,1I1el a 'new' 

Tnst winch. PlallS are (l iso ;1 100 t to aGCj uire (1 ne\v glJ. ss 
single-seater, M embership figure, remain good and thi.s 
summer has seen the d uh take part in inter-c lul) 

competiti ons fo r the lirst lime, not w ithout success . 
We holI( ' b. 'en worki ng wi th sevN al young r pop le'l 

organisJtions to try to encourage in tar st in Our SP\1rt, 
VVe. have ,'lIse> been providing glid ing opportu niti es as 

part u f a local authoritv ho liday a tiv it)' scheme There 
is .1 high clem.mel lor triill lessons Jnd cou rses, though 
we still have th e GlpclCily to take On 1110re memiJers 

who w ant to tak" UI) the sport ser iously, \ e hav .. 
maintaill ed a high I vel oi flying through the 5umm -r 

despi te being un:lble, 51) !J r, to resolve a I~ga l probl elll 

which h"" p revent~d us, for th,' pasl six months, 
from using the whol e of Kenley Air f ield, We are st il l 
opt im istiC thaI, with the goudwill ulthe Ministry of 

Defl;'nce, Ihat w ill be resol ved 1)(,lore tuu long, 
Peter Bolton 

South Wales (Usk) 
D ESPITE tus k week he in ~ <:l WJsh-out ther' have be' cn 

rndn), eros -country fli gh ts re enll)' ongratu la ti o l.1' ta 
M;,rtin Pingle for COm plE'l ing his Sli ver Badge dnd to 

Ri chard Sl ater or ny ing J 3 IJOkm task Jnd remembering 
to dec lJre it and many congratulat ions to Andrew Jam es 
ior (ly ing a f" , t 500klll in conditions when muny pilot 

refused to set off cross-cou ntry. Ri chard Robi ns hJ5 

fl own solo for th e firs t tilll !? ~lIld ,\llan Dundly hil~ 
quali fied as ,.\ tug pilot. 
Maureen Weaver 

Southdown (Parham) 
CRAI G Lowrie flew 7bOkm (rOIll Parhom th is AU~lJ st 

- the l i rst evcr 750 fl own from the ite. And rew larvi s 

plans to bui ld J Euror,' Standarrl XJ with a 100hr » 
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Club news 

Rotax engine, th en take it to th e USA ior endlE'ss day, 01 
mount.l in suaring ,lS J pn'ludC:.' 10 lH1 invigorating, alld 
hopelu ll \, long, reti rement. O ur longf'Sl d,w culdlr:J tions 
w~rf' blessed w ith i ine weather, ,1Ilri til(' publi c turned 
up in strength to devour morC' th.ln a hundr('ci of 

Fr,lI1ces 11.1 k\Vel l" hot bre.l kfasts, before w inch 
launching. Stuart Koss " nd his duty t( \1[11 squeezed in 
40-odd ,\(' ro tow5 as 11'('11. Martin Smith h,15 his Assistant 

Inst ru ctor Rat ing, Ian Ba tem;lI1 and Tony Hosk ins "re 
B a~ i c Instructors. Kaley Simmons ilnd Geoff \,\I( 'ston 
ilew Silver dlSt,)nccs, hptw('cn hm twavcs, and Charles 

Gr 'Y :;oiocd. Jy\e'J ll\vhik" sO!1le\·"h('n-· up ill till: Alp~, 
Eddie Hahncleld so.lrec.l to Gold he ight. N igel and Ann') 
1\t, oJXC>Y d r£-" retu rn ing to their nil tive New Zea land this 
autumn. It is hard to imJgine Southclown w ithou t them: 

they have been helplul in so many ,Ir 5, We w ill kettp 

in touch and hOll to sec them her ' aga in. 
Peter Holloway 

Staffordshire (Seighford) 
\<\IE have , .,en a favouril h le chang'" to t h~ dirspace 
overhead Seighfo rci Airl l(~lcI - an increase in th base of 
the Daventry eTA to FL55. Pa ul 'ooper heads th" c lub 
ladd r wi th a b t fl igh t of 23 7km ( td Ci rrus), w ith 
Derek Heaton se nnd and Kob Lockett th ird after J 

3UOkm (Std Ci rru ,. Thank, to all invo lvQu in thl' many 

fl ying \Veeks, and to lohn i3ates for o -orcl in" ting the 

Cadet f ly ing W ek. < ongratu lations to Vi cky "Vebb <l nd 
Adam Sandham for h!'ing dwarded a Cadelshir.> for 
20(Ll ; to Rob Robinson and Da n W Ich ior Sil ver: ~ nd 
to St.eve Brind le)' and Dave Sandells (B ronze Badf,!esl, 

Alan Jail ) hd5 Si lver height, Dave Gi ll is a tug pilu t, and 
P<l ul rump has an Assistant Instructor Rating. Peter Gi ll 

has taken over as cl ub Safety O fiicer - many thanks to 
Mark Burton for hi, hard work over the la t two years. 

hanks to LOUise O ' Grady and GIYIl Yale , th e IT! mhers 
had d very enjoyab le H,1I1gar Dance on ugust. Thanks 

to " II thu e whn h"v · hE!l ped to ke€p tht, ii el d in top 
condi tion, We art' looki ng 10rwJrd to the an nual c lub 

outi ng to Burd"" G in early O ctober. 
Paul (Barney) Crump 

Stratford on Avon (Snitterfield) 
CONG R;'ITUL<\TIU NS tl) Chr iSGall . I aur" Mdrk ' and 
[l arry Jones on rirst so los; to Barr), Kerhy on his 5Ullkm. 

and to Mark I>;usnn, fO I' his uccessful JOOkm Jnd 

Diamond ' o~ 1. The club badge and task week in July 
was disappo int ing w ea lherwise but helrn -I hoost th 
club n asI -country tolal to O\l(~r l o"OOOkm or U1 C y ar_ 
Well done John r:li ckinson Oil Si lver dlstdnce 10 Oi ester 
and Graham M<lcmillan on ri ver du rat ion ~ c r manv 
near Iniss . A number f pilot5 ha e ilown the d ub 

tr i,lngic 100 'm w ith not"b lv fcw outlaml ing, apart from 
Gordon Graham. w ho seellls to know a good fi Irl or 

two near his vi llage for his be loved I' irat. M e'mber 'hip 
appear- \/e ry healthy vdth new me.mber5 ~ i tf n ing on , 

Harry Williams 

Surrey and Hants (Lasham) 
TH E fleN i_ IIp III full Slrength w ith tile return 0 1 Discus 
SHJ , pr ist ine dfter its re-gel. Fiv . S&H gliders took part 

in the Lasha ll1 Regionals (AI unn, Pete Hamblin, John 
Simmonds, /\I an [ cktoll anci /\n ciy Jesse!, w ith /-\ 1record­
ing Ihe highest result in 8th pldce and two in till' Club 
Class " ti nnals (AI Nunn and Dav id Wardrop). We .He 

also luokin ' iorw;\I'd tr.> several of nul' Junior Iilemb ~ 
t.1king gliders to the Junior Nationals; on(> oi th ' m, Sian 
Lane, completed her Sil v "r in some style w ith a five­
hou r. that included an O/R to O xford " just to pass th e 

t im~" . Sever,,1membprs have 'llso tokl"n pari in L.1sham' 
so lo-to-Bronlc nnd Bronzc-to- !lv('r cour,cs, and we are 

Please send news to edilor@sailplaneandgliding.co,uk 
or Helen Evans. 7 Ollney Road, Minohinhamplon. 
Stroud GL5 9BX to arrive by October 14 for the next 
issue (Deoember 9 for Ihe following one) 
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pleased to wclcomp a continulllg tredm of ne\V mem­
bers graduati ng from first solos on the K-13s. 
Graham Prophet 

The Soaring Centre (Hus Bos) 
CONG RAT LATIONS to Phil Till er (D i" ll1ond distanccl, 
A lan Hiley and Tony Lintott ( ross-Country 
EndorscnlPnlsj, Danny Mason and David Hugh (s )10), 

Kichard Banks (Si lver height and five hours), Sa rah 
Curti s (i ivc hours and Si lver distance), D avid Hodgson 
(Silver distance), and Ian Craigie (first SOOkm). Peter 

Rh oad s has his Assistanl lnstructor r.lti ng. 
Congratula l i()ns to Paul Crabb, l rd at the Briti sh 
O verseas Nati onal s in Ocana. Spain , and to Russell 

Cheetham, Mi ke Jordy dnd Dave Booth (1st, 2nd and 
3rd rcspec tiw ly in the M idland R....gionals at Hus Bos). 

M ike Jordy weill the Eastern Reginnal" i1 y ing w ith .I" ire 
tmson in the club D uo D iscu5, O n June 21-22, th e club 
hosted a meeti ng of over 20 hot-air balloon en thusiast : 
a fabu lous sillht to see all the balloons ta king oii cI t 
6.30.1m on a d .lr hlue morn ing_The cl ub wi l l be 

hold ing its annual honfi re, fi rew orks and home-made 
hot-a ir balloon competiti on on Saturday, November 8. 
Sad ly w (' rcpor~ th ' ueJth of form!!r c lub member, Peter 

Bea rdm ore, who passed aw" y on )tJly 5. 
Siobhan Crabb 

Trent Valley (Kirton in Lindsey) 
W ITH conti nued good weather our iourth wooden <1I1d 
third glass competition, wCre a gr eat succes at the 
end of July. W . hod 15 gliders, from K-1 and K-6 tu 
DG-400 and Discus f1v ing over 2,300km over two days 

in testfng c:ond itions; ho\vevcr, there were formation 
lanelin s at W inthorpe fo l lowed by cups of tea. Th anks 
to W inthorpe for their hosp itali ty. Congratulat ions to Ray 
Parkin, glas winner, :1I1d lohn Wil liam w ith his able 

1'2s , orman 130\\'es and Pat Sel lars. th.. wood 
w inner< . Plans are alread III hand for TVGC s filth 
w ooden up; If you haw d wooden glider. why not 
corne and join us! imon Gra nt completed th", Ted 

Lys.1 kow ski cross-country soaring cours 
Congrotulat ions to Richard Til l so lo), Kc-vin Mi ller 
(Silver height), P<ll Sellar> (ii I' hours), Pau l Knock (Sil ver 

and ii rst r,c ld landing), Club refurbishment 

cnnti nu'" wi th duub le glazing dnu ntr;J1 heat ing, 
Janet Nicholson 

Ulster (Bellarena) 
TH E: suddC'n death ot Ron Lapsley, our l!stel' ll'led club 
Di rec lo r/Honora ry Tr asurcr, ha, cast 0 long , hadow 
over thL cl ub's ~Ll i v i t ie . As a mark f, i r ' peel, the club 

waS closed the \\' d end lollowing hi death. I w il l 
,,:,memiJer "nn for many enjo , ab ll! mu tual fl ights 
together, including one occa, ion in our CJp, tan w hen 
the e.xf!LU tion of d loop was not exactly t · xtbook, 

IpClvlllg " 5 susr.>end d gOing 0 1' I' the top fo r what 
seemed l ike an etern ity! Ron wil l be ad l) m issed by us 

J i l lscc obitu<lrY, pJf\e 61 ). 1ll!! tlYlng championships in 
Poland S, W Ihe Irish Te;1I11 do ing wel l w ith Ji mmy 
Weston achieving " person I best 01J 456km tri angle dt 
over 117km/h, Inleres t in our gl idi ng course- continues 
to be v ry much a. cas l) ( demand exceed ing supply 

and long rTk1y this continu ! Fina lly, congratul.1t ion·< to 
Moore Campbell on going so lo . 
Seamus Doran 

Vale of White Horse (Sandhill Farm) 
"VE are having a wry good summer. There has been 
cOl1 slderahl in! rest in somE' of the ev ilt,So w here. we 

hav(' been acti vel), promot ing ·li ding, and w e have 
been run ning a numher u f mini -collrses to gC'l peop le 
started in the sport. As a r('suli wc h, ve een ignif ir.a nt 
growlh in our ow n mcmb rship, wh ich is heartening 

after tl)(' last few YCdr5, w h n W~ , uiiered a gradual 
decline in common with th e rest of th glid ing mO\lr-,­
ment. Tl,Ccl ub's thanks go in part icu lar to 1ike Leach, 
w ho has worked eemingly tirf;l (>ssly t th SP ac tiv ities. 

O ther menti ons are congratu la tions to Gra('mc Scott for 

gaining a \Veil -deserved Silver B,l cige, dnd th.)nks to Cli ft 

Ilew ridgl' (or wonderlul barbecues, 
Graham Turner 

Weiland (Lyveden) 
OUR op<::,n w l'f;'kend was (.1 SUCLess wi th capaci ty 
f11 Jtchillg dema nd and W t ' h.:wc now a number of new 

members. TIll' Fau lk ",s Fh'ing Founclation has lL'n t us a 

DC-50S, w hich is prov ing popul;" to introducl' t h (~ Ie's> 
pxpf' rienccd to cross-coull try fl ying - and retrievps (the 
DC from a ca reru ll y -cho~r'l lie ld land ing and two oi 

our pund its irom dn "d j..lrent pub !. I k",er dt,claring 
SO()s dnd la ncli ng back 0.1r1y, co llecti ng undecla red 

300s ,1Ilri luoking frlrll'Md to being " ble to make 
sensible cieci;l ra ti orb . ,'vIi ke Taylor ilew Silv<'r distance 
dnd 100kl1l nn his ii rst Ill ght oul uf rdnge of till' cl ub. 

Several members arc entered on Nati ona l Ladders. 
Domin i Chi , holm h.1S BronLt'. Plans dre iJ ing h,uched 
to v is it vari ous hi l l sites in the next couple of months. 

Strzeb 

Wolds GC (Pocklington) 
FOLLOWING th 1'1 YGlider art icle in the last S& e 
our CFI A lan McWhirter has been inunci;tled with 
requests lor cameo TV appearances: he learl yenjoys 
dressing up and is nnw ta ki ng bookings (or Christm as 
pantomimes, Congratul ations to M ike Fox and Charli 

Tagg for w inn ing Competi t ion Enterpri se at Sutton Bank , 
and .1g;r in to Charl ie fo r goi ng ' 010 on his 16th b irthday, 
Wo lds GC h~s won the Yorkshi re Inter-Club League ond 

wi ll be sendi ng a posse of competi tors to Hi ester for 
th e lin<Is. Unfortunate ly th club hd' exp rieneed J 

coup le of gliding acc ident s, [()() - b , -t wishes go to John 
Norman, M o ~1 " c1don and Les W right f(lr a sw ift return 

to gliding, Jnd to Dav" (fe l l off tho back 01a Im ryl Tagg 
w ho, not to be outdone, has recently broken his ankle. 
Ged M cCann 

York Gliding Centre (Rufforth) 
AND REW Ba tty (lew so lu on his 16th bi rthday; he has 
been champing at the hil to fly On his own . O ur tri al 
fl ight sluts have been full , booked fou r \~eeks ahead all 

summer. We have had some excellent cross-country 
ilight" induding d nice on to Tee ide <In ri hack on a 
cO f1V<'rgenc(' l ine. Rod Wcllbourne h.15 mad · it to 
Bronze! Th" new K-l j l rom I l olI~ nd is proving an 

ex .el l 'n t addi lion 0 th ' two-seater (Ieet. O ne <a lUlaI')' 
talc u f ross-country fl ight w ill rcmai n anonymous, 
but our experienced pilot landed ou t. Wi th dc- rigging 
almost complcte, th · farmer arr ived to ask why he 

chose " this" fi eld. O n being to ld it wa s the best cho ie" 
in the circ.umstancl'S, the larnwr inlormed him that he 
had .1 ni ce airstrip three fields aw,lyl Afte'r ,1scept i il l 

reply, the iurmer looked at the gli d I' p il ot's cha rt to fi nd 
ou t th :!t th e strip was marked, but that the ch art was 
dated 1993 ~ 
Mike Cohler 

Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) 
JULY h,l$ brought clll1lpet ili n5, cuu(ses, and most 
importantly of dl l, the n w DG- l OOO ~ n,!:' Northern; 

were J success w ilh five fl ying days, a plethora of pi lots 
from across the country, and th trad itional w ild p.l rty. 
It \va. , h(Jw~v . f, not w ithout inci dent w ith a crash f1(~a r 

Patley Bli dge. Our thanks to the competito rs w ho 
I nded to help the Pock li ngton pilo ts, not w ithstand ing 
losing " Iuable competition po ints..1nrl congmlul.lIions 
to the w inner G rJh~m Morri .. pecial ment ion should 

p<'rhaps be made of S.)m St Pierl e, the on ly competito r 
to complete the task on th (~ fourtJ, day, dnd tu Jack 
I-Iarr i on, who kindl)' took uver the Met. Competit ion 

Enterpri~e WZIS wpll att.L'lldedr c::ongrdt.ul (l Lions 10 '''' inner 
M ike rox . W ell done to Rory O'Conor tGold dist<t nce/ 
D iamond goal\. Anni Smith dnd Idson Hayman ( 010), 
David Brad ley (Gold heighII, N ick 13amforth (Silver 
di tan e), Mart yn Johns n (Silver cl ura tion and height), 

and fi nall y P<l ul Carter and ChriS Ua)' (five hour> , \. . 
Alex May ~ 
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Obituaries 

Left: Richard Baker 

Above: Eric RichardS 

Right. Lynne and Ron 
Lapsley in a Capstan 

Richard Baker - Derby & Lancs 
n.\! W"rinpscl:iy, June J'I Rich,lr(1 Ildker i 19S0-20(J:l) 
eli >d .It Camph ill i ll ;1 l;wllch f;)llure Je iel 'n!. Ri hdfd, 

pi ctured abuvc on comp lf'ting hi~ Silver disl ~ln('c to 
1'01 k lington, h,1I1 beell ,. kc'cn and l'nthusiJSlic m.;mh r 

o the club iar iive YCJ rs .lnd took part ill many ollhe 

club's c.xpeelitiol'- and soc ial ,H;tivities. Throughout his 
Hie he W<l~ an dct ivc sporbl1l;}n, b 'ing dlso <1 keen run-
n r, b(lcimintnn player ..lilt! mOllntJ.inpP L Although a 

latecomer tu gliding il h,.d becoille d passion; h" COI11 ­

pletetl Silver the w' 'k before his death ,lnd wa looking 
lorwa rcl to more cross-countr\' living. sid from hi fly ­
ing Jctivi lles, h \\ '3.> the udlt", III C ll11phili New, ;Ind 

he lped out in numerous c lub prllJccts . Our S)'l11pzrthi <:s 
go to <l irlfriend h,l r1ollc, pare-nts Ken and IUI'ce, daugh­
ters Anne and Caruli ne, i,lpr Kdl hryn zrnr1 the m,mv 

Ifiends he made though his va riOlIS sport ing aClivities. 
He wil l be sadly missed. 
Chris Worrall 

Michael Garrod - London 
,'"\IKE Garrod tt 927-2(03), one of the Londun GCs 

keenest memiJers for neMly 50 yea rs, died on July 12, 
2003. A IllctcorU[Uf\lI t by profess iun. alone' lime he 

gov," the \ eather fu recast 011 BBC R" rl io 4 ;)nei in,luded 

,1 mention if gl iding prospect s looked good - but was 
>topped from clD ing this by pU\V0rs- thal-be. Fu r une joh 
he v\ J S posted 10 Keny" , wher ~ h ;l h;,d 50ml~ m L\gniri~ 

r: n t fi)'ing over the Rill Vdlley, He cl3imedlo be the 

only pilot to have rosseu the EquJtur at 8,500ft in J 

Grunau Boby ! In I 'i~ 4 he iJrought tl1(' protolype Kirhy 

Kite to D unstablc and 111 il he compl ted Silver. AlwilYs 
i ntp.rest~ in ( OIl1Ij(,ti tions, he brought Ihe fir -t O lympia 

463 to the club ;Ind won le.1guell 01 the . ation~ls in 
the mid-60s. H is affections were trJnslGrrcd to a Dart 
17. wh iu1 he fl ew for many ve;lf, using th,' r,ldio La ll ­

sign: Green Flcrsh-Green Ik('IIl'. It g;)V'~ "'''Y 10 ,111 ASW 
15, Ihen ,J Ja nl"r 19, and linally d Sl ingsi'll' Wg;) . Mike 
\Vet al ways n :>i1. r the top of Ihe Cilib L..Hld<'r. Not .1 grc-'il t 

~uci a l iser. he wa", nl'vl'rthe l 'ss good cnrnp ..lIlY with d 

weat S('nle 01 humour when he did unwind . His exper ­
l ise W,15 put (0 good L1Sl:' whcJI hl' "did Ihl;' wl'ilthpr' fnr 

m;IIlY I1Jt ion ..lI lllln rcgion(ll competitions. Skilled w ith 
hi hands, he once tri ed l1l il king ,. hOl1lcbuil t pow('r>d 

gild"", Ihe £.181 I, w hich looked qui t', good but W;) S il 

d sign di5a5tcr. Derek Piggott 1" 5t Ilew it but 'NO S vi sibly 
shaken, saying it \Nil S Ilw worst ,.irn.:dt he had ever 

Iried . M lk(' fl ew it ol1l y once' tht'" "bandoned It Mlk ,,'> 
ld st ye.:Hs were.:. plagued with cancer JIle! hp ollPrcrl US 
,111 a l1l ilgl1 iiicenl eX Jrnplt' ul pdli encc and iortitude. We 
w il l k p iood Inemuri s of him, Jncl our 5yrnpdlhy goes 

out to his Iwo bmlhcr.. ilnd fam ily. 
Ted Hull 

Ron Lapsley - Ulster 
IT is w ith great sadness th, t we report the rie,lth of uur 
de,1I friend ROil (1931-200.1), whu diefl suddenly ­

October - November 2003 

wl lhin 36 hours uf hi hdVi"g turn ed down th" offer "f ,1 

l,lunch inlO weak l ifl sO as not to spoil his average flight 

ti l11e. Ron led a very fu ll ond vari eri life. l-laving trained 

35 d PE teach(" , Ron (se<>n lOp right in th , ap tJn with 
his wife, l ynne), rose to the height of his profess ion, 

b corning headmaster of LirnJvJdy t li gh SdlUol for 
23 ypars unti l retirem nt. Ron t;,)rne to one of our open 

days in 1985 anri cl11br;)ccd the sport whol heJet dly. In 
1987, 05 hairman, I < ked him tu b 'corne club 

s crctary, which he did w ithout hesitati t'l l1, typical of Ihe 
l11iln. A year late(, he lo ld me he would prefer to be 

treasurer - not a jDb many volunteer for. Wilh his 
finan ei,)1 flair and unt.ioubted ,kill , Ron revo lul ionilli sed 

our Jccoun ts, made AGMs fUll and produced some very 

usetu! wan t money for the ileld pur hase. It was his 
>teady hand on th • stick all those yedr <l hoth treasurer 
alld drrec tor thdt hilS milde this lub a strong and 

fi nancia ll y seCure. This w il l be remembered as Run 's 
leg,ley to us, for whi h WP Me ,11 1 deep l}' indebled. W<.:. 
wi ll ml 5S his ever-smili ng b ee, th " shr wd wisdom and 
advic(> of J man who g ve 5.0 much ul his time to the' 

spurt h loved. Our though ts are with Lynne and hi 
50 ns, David ;J.nd Irwin. 

Harry Boyle 

Lyn Martindale - Lakes 
LY\! t 195 1-2003i died followin g an accident dur ing J 
C f()~- ollnt ry Iln Jun >29, II i di fficult 10 de rib her 

personalily and achievements in the limited space 

available as she dccolnpli shed 0 much. W hd tev" r sport 
she wa r ursulng. sh > >!rOV' to excel in it; whe her 

uba d iving, squ;lSh, sa rling or flying. III glid ing she 

discovered d sport sh(' Iruly loved. It is il mea urI? of h '( 
'nthusid5l11, commitment and abil ity that she had earn.,d 

tw o Diamond , flown in 10 countries Jnd accumul.rted 

nearl)' 1,000hr since sl'" heg" " in I g'J6. Sh<.> was 
espec ially fond of Aust rill i,,: onr 01 her rrouclcst 
;lch i vernenLS \Vas fini shing 1711'1 ill the u.-:;tralia n 

I l;lI ion,. ls in 21,)00. The next Jdvt'ntur WJS allld)'s being 
planned and sht" h;)ei r;lpsigns 0 0 an inlel'llJtiorral 

iemininc di st~lI1cL' rccorn on her next visit to 07. 
B(;:'s ides hl'ing cll1 i.1LUHlIplbhed soaring p ilol she \Vi-lS 

one of our nlo~t enthusiastic and CUITI llli lll:!d members; 
~he was on \ of our most industriou c;; bt\.sil jnstructor 

.:'Inc! served on the committpc as (,lur soci"J1 "Sccn:~tJry. 

f-Ier slinny p~rsundlity ,lIlel ellthusidsm will he deepl y 

missed by her Ill" "\, fri ends ,11 hume Jnt! ~ LJrOJ d. 

Our Ihuugh ls <II wilh Lyn' s bmily ,1I1d Iri ~nrls hut 

muSI 5p -Iall y her husbancl lohn, children Sarah and 
P ,we ,lI1d hp( pJrenb. 

Neil Brailhwaile 

Dick Redhead - Lakes 
IT IS w ith great sadnes> that w e report tha t Dick passed 
dIVa on Saturday, Ju ly 5, at the age of 80 "ft r a short 
il lne . Dick hdd bpcn member 01 the Lilke.<, GC for 2 9 

years and for the Idst I('w yea rs had been treasurer. He 

h;1 b 11 ,. Ir('nwntlous ,!SSet 10 Ihe cluh and was <i n 

honor",y life member. Dick w a$ a true g nil md i1 who 

would help anyone at an)' lime, sorting IJUt th club's 

finan 'c5, helping wi th courses, C of A dnd m,mv nther 
jobs. I-Ie wi ll h ' 5, d ly missed. I think the highlighl 01 
Oi k's ,liel ing ca reer wou ld b .. compl('ting his Sil ver 

badge with d istance and dur,ltion w l]('n he WilS more 
than 70 and becoming an AEI instructor. This alone was 
a tremendous feal. Ou r thuugh ts Jre with Nora his wife 

dncl fam il y. 
Peler lewis 

Eric Richards - Cambridge University, 
Anglia, Essex & Suffolk 
EJ<I C Richards (1916-200 'l) , well-known glider pilot, 
s hoo lmast('l', and cri kcter, h, died aged R6. loini ng 

th ' Army ~t the start of VV, 12, he was secollded to the 
RAF, where he managed to Ily np('r;) tion I sO rli e~ in 

night fi ghters as r;)dar opera tOr/navigator, high ly 
uno(t lc ially. Although re ull'l lnended for pilot training, 

hr was nut Jccepled bec.1lJ5e uf of his poor cyc>i ght 

without spectilcl · s. A m~jo r wh ~ 1l Ihe w ar rnded, he 
optet.i for schuo l teachin', A lwa)'s il fine cricketer, he 
had I t) tum duwn an ilw ildt iull tu pi,,), fo r Suffu lk h i XI, 

J> Ess x 2nd XI w ished to reta in him. When a group of 

enlhuSiasts w ith a Slingshy Cld t il nd b sa n op ra ling 
frorn Box led ilirlield, Eric il)ined II1('m, ond hecame a 

sk i lled glider pilot. Th group prngress£'d from " Cadrr 
to ;1 TUlol' then J. K-7, I I did InstructOr train ing under 

Ted VI/arner :It Camhr idgp .Inri qualilied as a JloWN pil ol 
w ith th East Anglian Flying Club at Ipswich. When 

Boxted eased to b cti ve, Eric wa inst rumenlil l in 

fi ndlnn another glidi nf\ site, and wa> th e driving IOrce ill 
forming Ih,' f Sl'X ,", Su r' ulk Cc. Th E&5GC flew lor 
m:1I1)' ),''.1IS from Wh;)tlield, in Suilolk , wil h [ ri c d5 er l 

and O 'dirl\l " l1. rc;r a whi le, he' d('ted , IS -- FI fnr th e RAF 

GSA ..r t ~AF Watli sham; laler coveri ng Ihe gilding cluh 
31 Ridgew.·11 when il Slarted. tie was lucky tl) su rvi ve il 

had Clo5h - not his f;)ult - in ~ Tig ...' Moth wh ile ~ero­

towing J K-7 back to RAF v\'allisham from VVhatfield, 

whi h lelt him w ith il Jlcrmanently st iff leg. 11,i$ st<>(lp,·d 
him playing cricket, but did nOI quench his cnlhu ia m 

lor fl y ing. He completed his Diamond, our first member 
to d 0, during a visil 10 ustr;) l ia. Fvr his serv i .' to 

gliding, he was awarded the BGA Dip loma. When th e 
sile at w hal f,eld was sold, Ihe E&SGC moved to 

Wurmingford, ou idE' Co lche t('r, where it Iiouri 'hes 

toda . , Ene r~' n 1di ncd f'r's iclent unti l he di ed . His second 
w ile, Beryl, three SOn> bv his l irst marr iage, and two 
Step 0 11\, survive him. J-Je w ill be fon dly rernpi11b<!fcd by 

many: ex-pupi l. , p.x-(oll 'Jgues, those who playoo cri k­
et w ith hlln, and his many flying and gliding Irienrls . 

John Thurlow 

Harry Birch - Cleveland, Cc. ,II' apo!tlgic>s ,hal H,,, fY Bi lc.h', 

urndille \....' ;)!lo wrongly ~.1id til ile ' l)(1V~ in I f;' lo1Sl I~SIl L", Otl p"CJ. 
- rtden £\r"lm:, E(litot; Sa ilplJl1e & Gliding 
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BGA Badges 

No Pilot Club (place 01 flight) Date SILVER BADGE 


11203 Stephen Farmer Stratford on Avon 1316103 

750km 40 Richard Hood Cambridge - 753 .5km 615/03 11204 Raymond Harrison Midland 13/6/03 
 COVERS FOR SAILPLANES 

11205 Paul Ridgill Nene Valley 26/5/03 
Diamond 644 John Birch Cambridge 6/5/03 1t206 David Parkes BWND 515/03 Why be afraid of dust, rain , snow or ice? 

645 John Mafria! Bieester 1515/03 11207 John Bennett Nene Valley 26/5/03 Protect your airplane with effective covers 
646 Andy Sanderson ESGC (Por1moak) 20/6/03 11208 Rob Amor BGGC 26/5/03 from Sweden.All covers are made of white 

distance 1-913 David Tew Cambridge 15/5/03 11209 Paul Haliday Lasham 26/5/03 waterproof web and UV protection. Double1-9 14 Mike Brooks Lasham 26/5/03 11210 Lee Francis Kent 26/5/03 
t-915 John Birch Cambridge 615103 11211 Richard Baker DLGC 716103 
 tread, 5 years guarantee on the materials. 

Easy to wash, I will'Send product and mate­1-916 David Sanders Lasham 615103 112 12 Kelly Janski Yorkshire 7/6103 

1-917 Richard Hood Cambridge 615/03 t1213 Eric lown Shenington 1216103 
 rials information if you wish. 
1-9 18 John Rober1S Midland 13/6/03 t1214 Stuart Steel London 1316103 


For more information contact1-919 Phil Tiller Soaring Clr 2016103 11215 Peter O'Donovan London 916103 
 Lars-Erik 810m
1-920 Brian Penfold Wyvern 2816103 112 16 Roy Broadridge London 1316/03 
 Fax 46 504 15150 E.mail EMFO@Telia.com 

1-92 1 Geoff Humphries BWND 2816/03 11217 Donald Howard Cambridge 9/5/03 
 EMFO A8 Sweden 
1-922 James Crowhurst P bora & Spalding 1316/03 1 t21 8 DaVid Whittington-Jones - Aquila 2615103 
 Inlernel www.EMFO.se 

1-923 Andy May London 1217103 11219 Christopher Ramshorn - Cambridge 116103 

1-924 Wendy Head Cambridge 1217103 11220 Ian Pendlebury Bowland Forest 7/6/03 


goal 	 2-2905 Ian Campbell Cranwell 2615/03 11 221 Adam Archer Newark & Nalls 3015/03 

2-2906 Graham Paul London 1515/03 11222 Robert Robinson Staffordshire 24/6103 

2-2907 John Birch Cambridge 615103 t 1223 Stuart Law Upward Bound 2816/03 

2-2908 DaVid Sanders Lasham 6/5/03 11224 Annette Purcell Shalbourne 615103 

2-2909 Anthony Baker Lasham 1316/03 11225 Paul Flower Cambridge 20/6103 

2-2910 Julian Ben-David Lasham 2615/03 11 226 Derek Woodforth linCOlnshire 20/6/03 

2-2911 Gareth Bird Lasham 1316103 11227 Richard Walton Buckminster 1316103 

2-2912 Graham French Fenland 2016/03 11228 Angela Presland Lasham 1516103 

2-2913 Werner Stroud Wyvern 1616103 11229 Richard Harraway DLGC 2216/03 

2-2914 Peter O'Donovan London 916103 11230 John Dickinson Stratford on Avon 2816/03 

2-2915 John Collins Wyvern 2016103 11231 John Hulchinson Booker 2816103 

2-2916 Brian Penfold Wyvern 1416103 11232 Ian San los Soulh Wales 2816103 

2-2917 Alison Moss BGGC 15/6103 11233 Alan Day London 28/6/03 

2-2918 Phillip Foster Norfolk 1316103 11234 Graham BambrookShenington 28/6103 
 .. 
2·2919 Rory O'Conor Yorkshire 2716/03 11235 Kim Smith ESGC 2816/03 

2-2920 Paul Whipp London 316/03 11236 Peler Kenl Needwood Forest 2916/03 

2-2921 Nigel Maxey Southdown 2816/03 11237 Robert Godden ESGC 28/6103 

2-2922 Darren Smith Heron (Ocana) 2316103 11238 Robert Jackson Oxford 14/6103 
 LARGE 
2-2923 Simon Edwards London 1214/03 11239 Gavin Short Oartmoor 19/6/03 


height 3-1608 Andy Sanderson ESGC (Portmoak) 2016/03 11240 Bruce Forbes Shalbourne 917103 

3-1609 Anthony Ettridge Southdown (Minden) t/4/03 t 1241 Ian Meacham Scottish 1117103 
 RANGE 
3-1610 Dominic Hope Deeslde 1514/03 11242 Trevor Henson Buckminster 1217103 

3- 1611 Philip Penrose Highland 2616103 11 243 Nicholas Jaffray Strafford on Avon 11 17103 
 OF SHAPES11244 Bjorn Birk East Sussex 1417103 


Gold 2276 James Ewence YorkShire 515103 11245 David Hodgson Soaring Ctr 1616103 

2277 Chris Stanton Veet is (Omarama) 6111 /02 11246 Andrew Cox Bidford t2l6/03 
 AND SIZES2278 John Birch Cambridge 6/5/03 11247 Patrick Musto Soaring Ctr 1117103 

2279 Anthony Baker Lasham 1316/03 11248 Sian Lane Lasham 1217103 

2280 Marc Morley Kestrel (Camphill) 2316103 11 249 Aidan Paul London t2l7103 
 AVAILABLE2281 Rory O'Conor Yorkshire 2916/03 11250 Simon Robinson BGGC 28/6/03 

2282 Wendy Head Cambridge (Sisteron) 21/6/03 11251 Marlin Pingel South Wales 1tnl03 


distance Ian Campbell Cranwell 26/5/03 11252 Thomas Hallway Deeside 1617103 
 ..
Graham Paul London 15/5/03 11253 Adrian Ruddle BWND 28/6/03 

John Birch Cambridge 615103 11254 David Pollard Surrey & Hants 1616103 

David Sanders Lasham 615103 11255 Shaun Lapworth Lasham 26/5103 

Anthony Baker Lasham 1316/03 11256 Richard Scholield Kent 1316103 
 EX-STOCK 
Julian Ben-David Lasham 2615/03 11257 Graeme Scott VoWHGC 2816103 

John Roberts Midland t 3l6/03 11258 Guy Glover Soaring Ctr 15/6/03 

Peter O'Donovan London 9/6/03 
 .. 
Graham French Fenland 2016/03 BGA 100km DIPLOMA 

Werner Stroud Wyvern 1616103 Pt 1 Tim Coldlcott Lasham 29/5/03 

John Collins Wyvern 20/6/03 Pt2 Tim Davies Norfolk 916103 
 Bob Reece 
Brian Penfold Wyvern 14/6/03 PI2 Derek Heaton Staffordshire 1416/03 

I 

Alison Moss BGGC 1516103 PI 1 David Shearer Kent 14/6/03 

Phillip Foster Norfolk 1316/03 Pt 1 Robert Makin DLGC 916103 
 REMATICRory O'Conor Yorkshire 2916/03 Pt 1 John Klunder DLGC 1516/03 

Paul Whipp London 916103 Pt 1 Richard Walton Buckminster 13/6/03 

Darren Smith Heron (Ocana) 2316103 Pt 1 Angela Presland Lasham 15/6/03 
 School House 
James Ewence Yorkshire 515103 Pts 1&2 Michael Rubin Lasham 1616103 

Paul Jennings Vectls (Omarama) 4/11 /02 PI 1 Gavin Short Oartmaor 1916103 
 Norton 
Chris Stanton Vectis (Omarama) 6111 102 Pt2 Rory O'Conor YorkShire 716/03 
 Nr Worcester WR5 2PT 

height 	 Jan Eidem Lakes t9/4/03 Pt 2 Peter Keutgens Lasham 2615/03 

Marc Morley Kestre l (Camphill) 2316103 Pt 1 Desmond O'Brian Norfolk 1316103 
 Tel/Fax Worcester 
Robin Birch Scottish 2016103 Pts 1 &2 Thomas Rose London 2416/03 (01905) 821334 

Neil Davies Cotswold (Omarama) 30/1 /03 Pt 1 Paul Baleman Kent 2416103 
 Mobile Tel:Anthony Ettridge Southdown (Minden) 1/4103 

Rory O'Conor Yorkshire 7/6/03 AEROBATIC BADGES 0771 4801196 

DaVid Bradley Yorkshire 2316103 P J Uden Standard Known 617103 

Wendy Head Cambridge (Sisteron) 21 /6/03 B Garnett Standard Known 2217103 
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Accident/incident summaries 
by Dave Wright 

AIRCRAFT DATE PILOT(S) 

ReI Type BGA No Damage Time Place Age Injury P1 Hours 


052 SlD59 Acro - None - -Apr-03 Incidenl Rpt None 600 

After rigging and positive control checks the pilot flew an aerobatic practice sequence. Half way through the right aileron 

disconnected during a stall turn. RedUCing speed. he checked the handling and went on to make a safe landing . The 

starboard aileron connector locking button was not in place. In future a mirror will be used to inspect this. 


053 SlD Puchacz 3630 Minor 24-May-03 Aboyne 50 None 2000 

1145 - None 

During a Iraining flight P1 demonstrated a sideslip to the student. At this point the canopy swung open. bending the 
crosstube where It atlaches to the canopy. He reduced speed and held Ihe canopy closed whi le Ihe studenl flew Ihe glider 
back to Ihe airfield. Either it had not been properly locked before lake-off or was knocked during Ihe flight. 

054 K-23 2995 Substantial ll -May-03 Long Mynd 44 None 148 
The winch launch commenced normally and the pilot was just rotating into a full climb when there was a loud bang and 
loss of speed. He released the cable and lowered the nose to regain speed. making sure the cable was released. On 
regaining speed he "instinctively" opened the airbrakes which resulted in a heavy landing causing substantial damage. 

055 ASlir CS 3990 Minor 25-May-03 Asian Down 59 None 94 
1328 

The pilot atlempted to reach Ihe normal landing area after flying through rain on a local soaring flight. A betler option would 
have been to land at another nearby airtield. He carried straight on into the field, became too low and just managed to clear 
the boundary hedge. landed in crop. crossed the perimeter track and slopped. with Ihe wheel up. 

056 LS4 5034 Minor 26-May-03 Postcombe 23 None 70 
1400 

Alter a challenging cross-country flight the pilol had 10 make a field landing and chose a suitable area of fields. Maybe not 
Ihinking clearly due to the effects of dehydration. they tried 10 Ihermal away but Ihe glider became too low 10 reach the 
preferred field. The pilot atlempted 10 land in anolher but clipped a hedge and landed heavily. 

057 MDM Fox 4566 Minor 01-Jun-03 Sallby 52 None 547 
1445 21 None o 

The pilot returned to land after an aerobatic demonstration flight. While landing on a narrow mown strip (which he had 
landed on several times lust a week before) Ihe wlngllp touched long grass alongside the strip and thiS span Ihe glider 
around, damaging the right wing and elevator. The silage grass had grown rapidly since his las t visit. 

058 ASW 19B Minor - -Jun-03 Incident Rpt - None 
The glider was being towed behind a Landrover using a wing dolly. lail dolly and lowbar. While crossing uneven ground 
the tail wheel of Ihe glider came oUI of the locating cup on the towbar. Laler. when the driver braked. the inenia of the glider 
slewed it around on the dolly causing the tail to be damaged on Ihe vehicle. 

059 ASW 19 2360 Write off 11-Jun-03 Camphrll 52 Fatal 65 
1619 

This FATAL accident occurred during Ihe early stages of a Winch launch. The glider appeared 10 have rotated rapidly into 
tn,e climb before spinning while on the wife and impacling the ground in a steep nose-down altitude. The accident is under 
BGA investigalion. 

060 BG-135 1921 Minor 06-Jun-03 Grasmere 50 None 71 
1830 Cumbria 

While making a soaring flighl in the Lake Distr ict the pilot had to make a field landing. H.e found he could not stop in Ihe 
distance available after touchdown and had to initiate a groundloop to avoid a drystone wall. The canopy was broken, tail 
skid ben I and an aileron damaged. 

06 1 Astir EC-DTT Minor 29-Jun-03 Abenoia 49 None 344 
1829 Spain 

While atlempting a 300km flight from a Spanish site the pilol got low and had to land out. In good time he selected a field 
and started his ci rcuit. It was not until he was committed to an approach when he noticed that it was nol flat but had a ridge 
in the centre and a cross slope . The up-slope wing was damaged as it scraped the rough surface. 

062 K-13 1753 Minor 24-Jun-03 Bowland 39 None 539 
121 1 Forest 75 None o 

The student rounded out a litl le high and louched down tailskid first . followed by the main wheel. At this point the right wing 
dropped. despite P 1 taking conlrol . and a ground loop followed as the right elevator horn actuator caught on Ihe ground. 

063 ASW 19 4804 Minor 17-Jun-03 Lasham 60 None 
1030 

The pilot was making only his sixlh flight in a glider wilh a retractable undercarriage. Afler getling a litlle low when ioinlng 
the circuit he mistakenly operated the gear rather than the airbrakes down the approach and made a long landing, bouncing 
10 a halt well down Ihe field. 

064 Std Cirrus 4297 Minor 13-Jun-03 Basingstoke (near) - None 55 
1306 

On a cross-counlry fli ght Ihe pilot had 10 make a fi eld landing. Alter initially being too high for his selected cirCUli he flew 
a 360' turn Ihen resumed. Alter flying through sink and after an abbreviated circuit he landed rather fast and dropped a wing. 
which caused a ground loop. 

065 Astir None --May-03 Incidenl Rpt 39 Noen 40 
On a winch launch Ihe cable broke and the pilot pushed Ihe slick forward 10 recover. As he did this. the ioystick rubber gnp 
came off in his hand. causing control difficulty before regaining control and landing safely. The push fit gnp may have 
loosened as it became hot in the sun. 

066 Duo Discus 4252 Minor 06-Apr-03 Jaca. Spain 39 None 1600 
1105 

AI 7011 on the aerotow from a Spanish airfield the lug started descending. obviously in trouble. The glider pilol released 
and with little choice, excepi to limit the impact he flew around trees. before catching a wingtip on Ihe upsloping ground. 
which rolated the glider into the ground. The cause was fuel conlamination on Ihe first tlight of day. 

067 K-13 Minor - Apr-03 Incident Rpl 55 None 1232 
After both pilots climbed out of the gtider P 1 walked to Ihe wing tip while the student shut the canopy_ As Ihe canopy closed 
it trapped a metal buckle between the fuselage and the canopy frame. This caused the frame to flex and put a two-foot crack 
in the canopy. 
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BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATIO N 

COURSES 2004 
The BGA CoaChing Operation will be moving to 
Husbands Bosworth Airfield for the 2004 sea­
son, and the majority of BGA courses will be run 
at Husbands Bosworth_ 

A list of the courses running, with dates and 
prices will appe~r in the December/ January 
issue of 5&G_ 

Coaching Department, 

Britisil Gliding Association. Kimberley House , 


Vaughan Way. icester, LEl 45E 


telephone OU £; 2S3105~ facsimile 01.1.6 2515939 
e-mail col n@glfding.co.u~ web www.gliding_..... u~ 

The ideal present for any occasion! 

The Platypus Papers: A 
Fifty Years o( Powerless Pilotage <> 

" All soaring pilots should have this book on 

their shelves" - George Moffat 


"Like Schweppes, it fizzes the whole way 

through" - Derek Piggott 


" Don't read it in public unless you are 

willing to make a spectacle of yourself laughing 


out loud" - Dave Allison 

"The funniest book ever written" - Platypus 


HOW TO BUY IT; see Tailfeathers, page 18 
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Accident/incident summaries (continued Irom p63) 

AIRCRAFT DATE PILOT(S) 

Rei Type BGA No Damage TIme Place Age Injury P1 Hours 


068 Nimbus 3T 4344 Substantial 20-Jun-03 Sutton Bank 56 None 3000 
1830 

After a 7.5 hour flight the pilot returned to lind the airfield btocked by landed gtiders. Alter wai ting 10 minutes without 
anyone moving he had to land on a less than ideal run to avoid cables. During the approach and roundout he hit turbulence 
and curlover. of which he was aware but 51 111 dropped a wing which cartwheeled the glider. 

069 Skylark 4 111 7 Minor 14-Jun-03 Near Thame 50 None 289 
1420 

On a competi tion llight the pilot got low so chose a good lield but then thermalled away from it before hitting sink. He then 
had to make a hurried choice and had to tand in a deeply cropped lield. which damaged the fuselage. 

070 Duo Discus 4113 Minor 15-Jun-03 Aboyne 56 None 499 
None 38 

Alter a soaring flight PI did a practice competit ion linish. then lowered the wheel during the pull-up before flying a normal 
circuit and approach. During the landing run the undercarriage collapsed. probably caused by the wheel not having been 
selected or locked lully down. Some wear in the detent and lever was also later found. 

071 Astir Minor - Jun-03 InCident Rpt - None 
The club member got into his car. w'hich was parked in a line 01 cars behind the control bus, and drove it away. Unfortunately 
he misjudged how close he was to the wing of a parked Astir and ran over the outer six feet of its wing tip. 

072 ASW 20 2647 Write-off 21-May-03 Sisteron 48 Serious 1500 
1344 France 

This accident is subiect to a French DGAC Investigation. The glider appearec to take off normally but then adopted a very 
steep attitude behind the lug. The cable back released and the gtider turned and crashed seriously iniuring the pilot. 
A potentially disconnected elevator is being investigated. 

073 Pirat 1968 Substantial 30-May-03 Newark 74 None 108 
141 0 & Notts 

The pilot got too Iowan a local soaring flight and found he could not reach his airfield. Making a late selec tion he mistakenly 
selected a semi-ripened rape crop field. although there was a good field nearby. Landing downwind, the glider's wing caught in 
the crop and swung the gtider around. breaking the fuselage. 

074 Dart 15R 1310 Minor 07-Jun-03 Currock Hill 56 None 75 
1300 

The pilot returned after a good soaring flight and set up his circuit. He turned finals at about 350ft and at 55kt but Ihen 
allowed the speed to lall to 45kt. which was insufficient. and the glider stalled in from about 3ft in the flare. The heavy landing 
benI the undercarriage mechanism. 

075 Discus B 4270 Write off 29-Jun-03 Near 50 Fatal 
1425 Masham 

This FATAL accident occurred during a cross-country flight and is under investigation by the BGA. 

076 Sport Vega 2694 Substantial 05-Jun-03 Lasham 67 Serious 60 
1115 

The pilot abandoned the winch launch at between 30 and 100ft and the glider was seen to pitch down erratically belore 
pitching down just before landing. The heavy impact bounced the glider into the air and this was repeated several times. 
The pilot reported loosing hold 01 the a"brake lever dUring each impact. The brakes were not seen to be opened. 

077 Twin Astir II 4990 Substantial 29-Jun-03 Glen Finich 33 None 593 
1415 35 Minor 0 

During this trial lesson fli ght P1 attempteq to soar the far side of a local ridge but sank below the top and was unable to glide 
to a landable area. He had to land uphill bul downwind in an area of rocky heather moorland. The arrival substantially 
damaged the fuselage and Ihe student received a bruised arm. 

078 Twin Astir 3191 Minor 21-Jun-03 Near Rufforth 55 None 1250 
1500 None 

This was a "mutual flight" with P 1 in the front seat and another solo pilot In the rear. After encountering sink P 1 chose a 
field but then flew to a possible source of lift. which did not work. He made a hurried circuit to land and forgot to 10\'ler the 
wheel. Hearing the warning. he asked P2 to lower it but was misunderslood and they landed wheel up. 

079 DG-300 34 t 6 Write off 21-Jun-03 Clapton 67 Minor 694 
1519 on the Hill 

Alter gelling low during a competition cross-country flight the pilot had to land in an area of small fields and he chose a 
small paddock. During the final turn he allowed the speed to fall to 40kt and had to straighten and lower the nose to recover. 
This meant a very low turn during which the wing hit a fence post, spinning the glider in. 

'~ 
BGA M3 FACILITY

/~~ ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN 

Cotswold Gliders PFA RATING 
htlp:l/www.cotswoldgliders.co.uk 

HIGH QUALITY SPECIALIST WORK IN 
Carbon, kevlar and glassfibre, wood and metal. Alloy airframe repairs a speciality. 


All types of repair wo rk undertaken, from minor trailer rash to large insurance claim. 

Kestrei/libelle rudder and aileron drive rebuilds, also NDT testing of rudder drive. 


Engine overhaul. Engine approval. Machining facilities for wing pins, axles, etc. Tig welding. 

If you require any of the above services, please contact us on any of the following 

Tel: Workshop 01993 779380 Fax 01993 779380 

Email: office@cotswoldgliders_co_uk 


Mobile No. 07944 885117 

or The Old Dajry, High Cogges Farm, High Cogges, Witney, Oxon. 0X29 6UN 


Classifieds 

Please send the text of your advert , and your 

payment. to Debbie Carr at the BGA of1ice (not 

to the editor). 


Please remember that , if you are emailing text. 

you r advert may not appear unless we have 

received payment by the deadline 


The deadline for classi~eds to be included in 

the December-Januar)"issue of S&G is 

November 7 after which any adverts received 

will be published in the following issue. 


Text: BOp/word , minimum twenty words (£16). 

Black and white photographs: £6 extra 

Box number: £3 extra. All prices include VAT. 


FOR SALE 

ASW 20 recent CofA . Complele outfit including aluminium 
trailer. GPS. C3 vario tow out gear. Based Dunstable. £16 
000. Tel: 0208 3635006. 

ASW 28 15M # Z1 every option Ihrown in and 20% off new 
price. Contact Zulu Glasstek. 

ASW 276 15M # Z3 every option thrown in and 20% off 
new price. Con tact Zulu Glasstek 

MNav (Cambridge) Two For Sale. One £300 other £350­
both wi th 57m dials. Tel: Tony Hughes on 10844281580. 

OPEN CIRRUS 18.8M Very good condi tion. oxygen. para­
chute, GPS and logger. Full rigging aids and good trailer. 
£9000 Contact: Mike.Whitlon @btinternet.com or 
07BI7726393 

VEGA 17m (new Vs. water bags. tow-out gear) . 720 radio, 
N H, Oxygen, Filser GPs/ vario. NH. beauliful canopy. 
good finish - exterior is 8 . Glider and trailer. £10 950. CofA 
to Jan 2004. Don Howard Tel : 07887 507244 

DISCUS CS WL 1994 approx 900 hrs excellent condition 
with superb gel. winglets. lifting lull competition panel, 
adjustable seat back . tail tank and nose hook. Fu ll profes­
sional maintenance records. Cobra trai ler plus tow out 
gear. 01666 837358 Or 07779 120283. 

1~ Gliding Society 

Staff Instructor 
Full Time / Permanent 

To provide basic instruction and 

advanced instruction appropriate to 


qualifications & experience. 


Basic Instructor qualifica tion 

essential , other experience helpful. 


Lasham Gliding Society is willing 

to provide training as required to 

bring the successful candidate to 


Full Cat. status. 


Excellent career prospects with 

development potential to Deputy CFl 


at the UK's largest gliding centre. 


Excellent remuneration package 

& benefits. 


Tempora!"y ([c('onmlOdaliol1 may be Qroi!a!Jfe 011 
II", oilfield 

For an inl'onnul di scussion contact: 


Colin Dennis 01256 3R49()() or send CY 10 COlin 

Dcnl1.i s_ Lashum G liding. So<:ic ty_ Lasham Airfie ld. 


Lasham. N r Alton. Hampshire. GUJ4 5SS 

e-mail ern ralmanClgcr@ lashjl Tl1 -n. uk 
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~ ~ 
BOOKER GLIDING CLU-=-B------:-::--- . -C~ ~ CFIIMA_N.AGER 

Booker Gliding Club requires one or two people (depending on the applicants) to fulfi l' the roles of CFI and Manager 
(either a CFI/Manager - or a CFI and a part-time manager). These roles will be well-rewarded' (the remuneration to be 
negotiated) and require dynamic leadership at a thriving and busy club. 

. ..
The start date will be early spring 2004. 

Apply in the first instance by email tooffice@bookergc.nildram.co.uk addressing your letter to Bruce Cooper. or for an 
informal and confidential discussion telephone Alan Green on 01628 824201 or Bruce Cooper on 01628 521360. 

Booker Gliding Club : 01494 442501/529263 

...-.- ­TOWBARS TO TRUST 
• 	 EC Typ(! ApproVL'.d ba r'S u-sc 011 car mon ub cturers fiH if1g po inh 
• 	 Fitting doc~ no t o Ff.;.'Ct the vehicle warran ty 
• 	 Lifetime guoran tee under the WiHcr Shield o f Sa fety 

See Yellow Poge~ for your I\t."'orc:;! spoc.ia li st filter or stockisL 

WITTER TOWBARS, CHESTER CH5 2NY 
Tel: 01244 284500 • Wl.-b : W\'M ,wilter-"lowbon co uk 

STEM ME S10. 1/4 share in this high performance motor 
glider. based in private hangar at Lasham. £20 000. 
Contact David on 01798 867342 
ASW19B. Excellent condition. Aluminium trailer. T/O Gear. 
Parachute . Winter Barograph . Flight Di rector. Electric 
vaTio. £13 500 Based Kent. Tel: 01892 722460 (Mike ). 
FOURNIER RF-4 Share at Nympsfield. Simple. fast. 
maneuverable aerobatic TMG at £20/h + £22/month. 
Excellent availability for £1600 ono. Purchase of Pitts forces 
sale. Matt Crane: mcrane@iname.com or 0017812747227 
STANDARD CIRRUS, Grob bu ilt, alT brakes and wing 
roots mod. Garmin GPS , Borgelt vario wit il averager, Icom 
720 channel radio, parachute, oxygen, AMF 2000 trailer, 
Nympsfield based. all or shares , £90000no. contact: Stuart 
07788 673856 (stuart.chalmers@virgin.net) . Paul 07881 
814776 or Chris 07970 207669. 
KESTREL 19. Comp No. 677. Excellent condition . full 
panel includes C3, LX500, Poslgrapil , oxygen . barograph, 
parachute, Glassfibre Trailer, rigging aids. Based Milfield. 
OHers on £11000 Tel: 01665 603247 01665 605358 
ASW20 FL 17m tips. recently regelled and in good 
condition. Full panel , C3 computer, Horizon, Radio. GPS. 
Oxygen. parachute , and tow-out gear. Cobra 
Trailer. £17750. Tel 015242 51308 (eves) or email: 
j.quartermaine@oxfordarch.co.uk 
AOSERVICES.co.uk oHer the Battery Status Monitor, a 
1Omm multicolour LED to show the voltage/state of charge of 
battery (12v) in a precharged situation. Tel: 01953 88468 1 

SkylNings 
IS the oll icial monthly magazine 01 the 


British Hang Gliding and Paragliding ASSOCiation 

£27 per annum subscriptions from 


BHPA. The Old Schoolroom. Loughborough Road, 

Leicester. England LE4 5PJ. Tel: Ot16 261t322 


http ://test. ebrd.comfskywrngslhome.html 


LlBELLE 201 B Metal trailer. CofA. instruments. parachute. 
low·out gear. good condition . Nympsfield. £7000. Tel: 0787 
6622413 

ASW17 Open Class Glider. 48: 1 for £15000. Price 
Incl udes: LNav+vario. Horizon. TIS. Winter vaTio. 
Mlcroa1T760VHF. Garmin Pi'ot"'. EWLogger. Parachute. 
Trailer. Good telescopic rigging aids. Full Jaxida covers . C 
of A March 20004. View Husbands Bosworth. Will negoti­
ate. Tel:01832280470. 

VENTUS CT 15/17.6m TURBO. Well equipped. complete 
outfit in good condition. Low hours. 170 launches. Tel: 
01332 344996. or Email: barkehome@supanet.com 

COBRA TYPE TRAILER - "Godde" - German made. 
V.good quality. Did house LS6c 18m. Also available 
LS6c/18 "Jaxida Covers" - almost new. Plus excellent one 
man rigging aid. "5 wheel type" + towing out aids. Tel: 0208 
4582155 

Lake Keepit Soaring Club 
Our location on the border of the inland plains and 
the Great Dividing Range produces some of Australia's 
best year round gliding. Our friendly club atmosphere 
and State Park setting will make your visit memorable. 

Jim Stanley Phone +61 267697514 Fax +61 267697640 
E~mail keepitsoaring@bigpond.com 

www.users.bigpond.com/keepitsoaring 

MOSQUITO, 15m flaps, 40:1. full panel. low hours. one 
year CofA. Aluminium trailer, one-man rig. tow out gear. 
Excellent condition throughout. £14 000 Tel: 0788 
1726026 

LS6-16 "X 15" March 2000. Nose & belly hook. tow out 
gear, large instrument panel , tinted canopy, 15 & 18m tips. 
S-Nav. Cambridge 25 GPS, Becker 750 Radio, Hori zon . 
Turn & slip. ASI . Mech vario , Altimeter, Bohli. Cobra trailer 
- March 2000 Lockable drawers. £44 000. Email : 
richard@ls8.demon.co.uk 

OPEN CIRRUS 16.6M Very good condition. oxygen, para­
chute , GPS and logger. Full rigging aids and good trail er. 
£9000 Contact: Mlke.whillon@bti nternet.com or 
07817726393 

ASW15b: excellent 500k machine, Just flown by Luke 
Rebbeck in Club Class Nationals. Complete with tow-out 
gear, parachute. metal trailer. 2 halt shares available @ 
£3,250. Relocation possible. 01173778825 

LS6-1B Full competition kit, Lnav Palm AlH Becker Radio. 
Tel: Brian Marsh 0121 7451380 eves. 

GELL COAT PROBLEMS? Then talk to us. Severn Valley 

Sailplanes has over 15 years experience of glider refinish­

ing. All work guaranteed. Tel: 01452 741463 for free 

advice. 

AMF GT2000 Lift Top Trailer with fittings fir 15mt glider. 
Very good condition. £3000 ono. Tel: Bob 01270 587616 
Office 
STANDARD CIRRUS. 2500 hrs. Good conditi on. CofA to 
March. GPS. oxygen. parachute. One man rig. £7999. Tel: 
0131 2263438 
SZD 55-1 Excellent condit ion. Fu ll competition kit, 
Manufactured 1993. Approx 500 hrs, 175 launches. no 
accidents. Equip: Pesches vario . Allan ArtifiCial Horizon. 
Becker radio. GPS. logger, tow-out gear. covers full set. 
parachute. Cobra twin axle trailer. £21 500 Tel: 0208 
9427779 . 07736 885536 
ASW20L complete outfit. fully equipped and in excellent 
co ndition. Very low hours. Superb fully serviced trailer. 
Accident free history. Write to Box No. 20, BTl tlsh Gilding 
Association. Kimberley House. Vaughan Way. Leicester, 
LE 1 4SE 
VEGA 17m. (new tis, water bags, tow-out gear). 720 radio, 
AlH. Oxygen, Filser GPS/vario, AlH, beautiful canopy. 
good finish - exterior is 8. Glider and trai ler £10950. CofA 
to Jan 2004. Don Howard Tel: 07887507244 

All types, BGA, PFA, CAA, FAA and BMAA, 
C's of A, New Build & Insurance Claims. 
Web.i ; www.xxx1100.abelgratis.co.uk 

n II miknk65@ukonline.co.uk 

Te: 	 360 
Mobile: 07810 517916 

Branscombe Ai rtieid, Branscombe, Devon EX12 3BL 

Tasman V1000 Vario 
Instruments 

• No flask - simple to install 2.25" • Digital audio LCD display with average 
• Digital differentiation for precise response • Variable response speed 

• Inbuilt speaker • Low power consumption • Voltmeter display 
• Repeat display for two seat installation available 

Special introductory price £315.00 inc. VAT from 

SOUTHDOWN AERO SERVICES LTD 

0044 (0) 1256381359 • 0044 (0) 1256 381816 


E-Mail: info@southdownaero.com • www.tasmaninstruments.com.au 
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GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 

INSURANCE? 


Contact: 

Tony Fidler 


Glider pilot for 35+ years 

40+ years insurance 


experience 

Telephone/fax/write to : 

ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 
INSURANCE CONSUL TANTS 
27 High Street, long Sutton 

Spalding, lines PE12 90B 


Tel: 01406 362462 

Fax : 01406 362124 


-

Shenington Gliding Club offers Individua l Tuition 

with Bru no Brown. Specialising in: 

CONFIDENCE BUILDING COURSES 

INSTRUCTOR WORK UP TRAINING 


GROUND STUDIES IN ALL GLIDING ASPECTS 


All courses will be tailored to your own requirements 
but will include: 

,/ 	STAll APPRECIATION AND SPIN AWARENESS 
,/ 	LAUNCH FAILURE RECOVERY TRAINING 
,/ 	UNDERSTANDING THE DANGERS OF LOW FLYING 

" SAFETY THROUGH KNOWLEDGE" IS GOOD 

SAFETY THROUGH 

UNDERSTANDING IS BETTER 


Talk to Bruno on 

01295 258700 
www.glidetrain.com 


e-mail: brunobrown@tesco.net 


GLIDER 

INSTRUMENTS 


(M. & P. Hutchinson) 

PZL,Winter and Smiths Instruments 

repaired and overhauled. 


Contact us with your requirements. 


Write or phone: 

'Tanfield' 
Shobdon 

Nr. Leominster 

Herefordsh ire HR6 9LX 


Tel : 01568 708 368 


THE SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE 

'P~ 

WANTED - INSTRUCTORS 
The Scotti sh G liding Centre has a vacancy for a 


Profess ional Instructors. 


A fu ll rated instructor to run Ihe air field on a 

roll ing twelve month con tract. The successful 

candidate wi ll also be required to assist with 


basic gl ider maintenance during quiet periods. 


• A full or assislanl rated instructor to ru n 
holiday courses from May till September 2004 

Apply with CV to The Scottish Gliding Union. 

THE SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE 
Portmoak Airfield, Scatlondwell 

Kinross, KY13 9JJ 
Phone 01592 840543· Fax 01592 840452 
Web hllp:llwww.scottishglidingcentre.co.uk 

email: oHice@scollishglidingcentre.co.uk 

SKYLARK 4. Build Number: 1460. Manufacture Date: 1965. 
BGA No:121 0, Hours: 2.069. Launches: 1.842. Accessories : 
Parachute. Full inslrumenl Panel. including LX100 
Variometer, New compass. Delcom 720 Channel Panel 
Mounted Radio. Full Oxygen kil wilh Regulator, Batlery. 
Purpose built (1995) Aluminium Trailer with 3 new lyres. 
£3000 ana. Contact: d.hoIl40@nllworld.com or john. far­
ley@jfarley.screaming.nel 0151 3563720 or 0151 648 4072. 
ASW20B German bu ill wilh tips 17M CofA April 2004 full 
panel N H Filser 600 lIighl direclor Garmin GPS EW logger 
moving map Dittal 720ch Parachule Li lt Top GRP Trailer 
£15000 ono 01905 425850 or 07976 106429 
VEGA 17m GRP trailer. oxygen. one-person rig. tow-out 
gear. £10950 ono Tel : 01330 -860828 Emai l: 
bickft@bp.com 

WANTED 
WANTED Ventus 2C or LS8 - 18. Looking for low hours 
and superb condition Prefer Cobra Irailer. Brian 07967 
382223 
Course Instructor Wanted for 2004 season at Bri stol & 
Glouceslershire Gliding Club. Apply to the chairman at Ihe 
Gliding Club office. Email: office@bggc.co.uk or write 10 
The Brislol & Gloucestershire Giding Club. Nympsfield, 
Nr.Stonehouse. Glos GL1 0 3TX. 
TRAILER WANTED for K6cr (Metal preferred) . Tef: Geoff 
01323 840025 or Roger 01825 712953 
OLD MODEL AIRCRAFT ENGINES, KITS WANTED. AM, 
ED . ELFIN. FROG etc. Please phone Graham Winch 
01375380733 or email : gwlnch@madasafish.com 

ROYAL DEESIDE 

WAVE GLIDING SPECIAL 

at the 

Loch Kinord Hotel *** 
G.P's. 

115 	 • 04 590' 
WOOl" 

53-699 ' 

Onty 1.5 miles 
front the 
DEESIOE 
GUDI NG 

CWB 

7 NIGHTS BED and BRFAKrI4STfrom £110pp 
Offering t:omf()rtahle ac.commodation , good food, 

and a line st:k ct ion uf Malt \"hisky [ 0 enjo)' beside 
l:o;a l tl r "~. (Oa ily rates available) 

FUR'I1lER GROUP D1SCOUI'.rrs FOR PARTIES 10+ 

Telephone 013398 85229 

IlJww.iochki nord.co11l 
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MASON RESTORATION 

@ 	 .fS"J--~ , ~====~,,~-,p'~.

Glider and Motorglider 

ColA Inspections 


Weight and Balance 

Repairs and Refinishing on 


Wood and Glassfibre 


27 Kellett Gate, Low Fulney, 

Spalding, Lines PE12 6EH 


Phone: Dave Mason 01775 723737 

Email: silent.flight@virgin.net 


Sailplane & Gliding 66 
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RD has moved 
We are delighted to announce that our 
move to new premises at Oxford Airport 
is now complete. We re only half a mile 
from the old RD building, next to the hub 
of operations at the airport, with a new, 
brighter, bigger and better stocked pilot 
shop, as well as all the workshop facilities 
we had before. Our new airport location 
makes us easier to find by road and with 
Oxford's GA friendly set-up, an easy option 
by air. We look forward to seeing you at 
our new premises soon. 

Irvin-GQ 
SHADOW 
Parachute 

FREE catalogue 
Contact us for your 
FREE copy 

Made Irom heavy-duty 
labric, the Irvin-GO 
Shadow packed size is 
52x32x7cm thick, and 
weighs just 6.8Kgs. The 
canopy is a nil porosity 
4.8m Aeroconical and is 

steerable. It has a nominal 1.8 seconds deployment 
time and a 17 to 18 leet per second 
rate of descent. Extras include 
an inflatable lumbar pad lor extra 
comlort when worn in situ and 
velcro lor fixing back pads. The 
Irvin-GO Shadow comes with its 
own canying bag and is supplied 
packed ready lor use. 

GQJSH £925.00 

hvin-GQ 
SILHOUETIE 
Parachute 
Made from heavy- .......r;:. 

duty labric. the Irvin- " .......~-
GO Silhouette packed size is 
127x38x6cm thick, with afl integral seat cushion and 
inflatable lumbar pad lor extra comlort when worn 
in situ. Canopy details are as per the Irvin-GO 
Shadow. The Irvin-GO Silhouette incorporates a 
crossover harness, particularly suitable lor aerobatics. 
The Irvin-GO Silhouette comes with its own carrying 
case and is supplied packed ready for use . 

GQJSIL £925.00 

All prices include VAT at 17.5% 

Order.,.. c:tIIra­ 0nIIr..... a.,.. 
a.Iaw £25 tUI a.wm £3.89 
£25.£100 £$88 
Over £tOO £U8 

tOO £5 
n..... ""IIID EUCI ILECRAZ £125.00 

Please note that with this move, some of the old rdaviation .com or rd aviation.co .uk email 
addresses may no longer work . If your email message bounces. or doesn t get a reply. 
please update your address book from the contact details below. 

AlrpllntRO Avlalion _ ••feonllne.com 
Pilot Shop Sales: michael@afeonline.com 
Oxford Airport Technical support and advice: tech@afeonline .. com 
Kidlington 

To B a nburyOxford 
OX51RA 

To Woodslock 

A44 

To Kldl lngton 
and AJ4To A34 

Abingdon and O Xford

Join the team! 
With the move to our brand-new premises at Oxlord airport complete, and as part 01 our continuing 
expansion, we are now actively seeking an enthusiastic and able individual to join us in a technical 
sales role, selling a wide range 01 exciting products to pilots and aviation organisations worldwide. 

The ideal candidate will have a flying background with a good working knowledge of the products we 
sell lor gliding and sport flying pilots including radios and avionics, instruments , GPS and variometer 
systems, salety equipment and associated accessories as well as the charts , tapes , polishes and 
books that make us Europe s no. 1 one-stop pilot s shop . 

To succeed in this post you will also need to be computer literate with an excellent telephone manner, 
have the ability to deal with a wide range 01 simultaneous queries and projects on a daily basis and 
be equally comlortable talking to a student pilot or to our biggest corporate customer. Working in a 
small and close-knit team, you must be reasonably unflappable, a competent juggler and will ing to 
muck-in when required. If you re too important to make the coffee - you re too important lor us! 

II this sounds like the sort 01 pOSition that you would like to make your own , please send your CV in 
confidence to Jeremy M Pratt, Managing Director at: 

jeramy@afeonllne.com 

lIee SC-7 Club Variometer 
The SC-7 is designed lor applications where Simplicity and 
ease 01 operation are paramount. 1\ is designed lor pilots 
who require a high quality instrument with good performclnce 
at a reasonable price, but who don't require complex speed­
to-fly or final-glide calculations . The SC-7 continuously 
shows a thi rty second average rate 01 climb , and can, at 
the flick 01 a switch , show both battery condition and outside 
air temperature, and vario response time can be adjusted 
Irom 1 second in the climb, to 3 seconds while in the cruise. 
The SC-7 lits neatly into a standard 80mm cut-out and only 
requires power (reverse polarity protected) and TE to be 
connected with no flask required , making the SC-7 the ideal 
club variometer. 

ILEeSC7 £375_00 

lIecRAZ 
A 57mm two seat repeater for the SC-7. 

mailto:jeramy@afeonllne.com
mailto:michael@afeonline.com
http:feonllne.com
http:rdaviation.co.uk
http:rdaviation.com



