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Timeline of Events: 
 
• Growth Management Act (RCW 36.70A) adopted by Washington State 

Legislature in 1990 and required the State’s fast-growing counties and 
cities to develop Comprehensive Plans and development regulations 
consistent with the provisions of the Act. 

 
• Spokane County was mandated to fully plan under the Growth 

Management Act in 1993 based upon population growth within the 
preceding ten years. 
 

• Primary purpose of the Growth Management Act is to establish a 
Urban Growth Boundary that accommodates the anticipated growth 
within a 20 year planning horizon. 
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Timeline of Events: 
 
• Growth Management Act Planning process for Spokane County began 

with development and adoption of Countywide Planning Policies (per 
RCW 36.70A) in 1994. 

 
• Countywide Planning Policies provide framework to guide 

Comprehensive Plan development process. 
 
• Spokane County adopted an Interim Urban Growth Area (IUGA) 

Boundary in 1997 to establish a temporary growth boundary to act as a 
placeholder while the County and Cities completed work on their 
Comprehensive Plans. 
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Goals: 
 
• Growth Management Act includes thirteen goals for purpose of guiding 

development of Comprehensive Plans and development regulations and 
these goals are identified as follows: 

 

• Concentrated urban growth 
• Reduce sprawl 
• Affordable housing 
• Economic development 
• Open space and recreation 
• Regional transportation 
• Environmental protection 
• Property rights 
• Natural resources 
• Historic lands and buildings 
• Permit processing 
• Public facilities and services 
• Early and continuous public participation 
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Comprehensive Plan Elements: 
 
• Comprehensive Plans adopted consistent and compliant with Growth 

Management Act must include: 
 

• Land Use Element 
• Housing Element 
• Capital Facilities Plan 
• Utilities Element 
• Rural Element 
• Transportation Element 
• Economic Development 
• Parks and Recreation 
• Optional Elements  
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Related Regulations: 
 
• Counties and Cities planning under Growth Management Act must also 

adopt development regulations to implement the Comprehensive Plan, 
Zoning Code, Critical Areas Ordinance, Shoreline Master Plan and 
Capital Facilities Plan.  
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Urban Growth Areas: 
 

• Counties required to plan under the Growth 
Management Act shall designate an Urban Growth 
Area within which urban growth shall be encouraged 
and outside of which urban growth can occur if it is 
not urban.   
 

• Each city shall be included in an Urban Growth Area 
Boundary and Urban Growth Area may include areas 
outside city if such area is already characterized by 
urban growth. 
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Population Projections: 
 
• Based on Growth Management population projections provided by 

Office of Financial Management, the County and each city within the 
County shall include area and densities sufficient to permit urban 
growth and what is projected to occur in the County and cities for 
succeeding twenty year period and accommodate needs and uses as 
appropriate; medical, governmental, institutional, commercial, service, 
retail, and other non-residential uses. 
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Washington State, Office of Financial Management 
(OFM) Population Projections for 2031: 
 

• OFM Population Projections 2031:      
 

         Low       Medium      High 
                 489,298        562,419      692,123 
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RCW 36.70A.110  Urban Growth Areas: 
 
• Each County required to plan under the Growth Management Act shall 

designate an Urban Growth Area for areas within which urban growth 
shall be encouraged (RCW 36.70A.110(1)). 

 
• Urban growth areas should be located first in areas already 

characterized by urban growth that have adequate existing public 
facilities and service capacities to serve such development, second in 
areas already characterized by urban growth that will be served 
adequately by a combination of both existing public facilities and 
services and any additional needed public facilities (RCW 
36.70A.110(3)). 
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RCW 36.70A.150  Identifications of Lands for 
Public Purposes: 
 
• Each county and city that is required to prepare a comprehensive plan 

under the Growth Management Act shall identify lands useful for 
public purposes such as utility corridors, transportation corridors, 
landfills, sewage treatment facilities, storm water management 
facilities, recreation, schools, and other public uses. 
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RCW 36.70A.530  Land use development 
incompatible with military installation not 
allowed  : 
 
• Military installations are of particular importance to the economic 

health of the state of Washington and it is a priority of the state to 
protect the land surrounding our military installations from 
incompatible development. 

 

• A comprehensive plan, amendment to a plan, a development regulation 
or amendment to a development regulation, should not allow 
development in the vicinity of a military installation that is 
incompatible with the installation's ability to carry out its mission 
requirements. A city or county may find that an existing comprehensive 
plan or development regulations are compatible with the installation's 
ability to carry out its mission requirements. 
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Comprehensive Plan and UGA: 
 
• Spokane County adopted its first Growth Management Act compliant 

Comprehensive Plan and Urban Growth Area Boundary in 2001 and in 
2004 the Comprehensive Plan was fully implemented with adoption of a 
new Spokane County Zoning Code. 
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GMA Review Timeline: 
 
• Comprehensive Plans and development regulations adopted under the 

Growth Management Act are subject to periodic update and review per 
GMA and per adopted Countywide Planning Policies. 

 
• Spokane County began update of its 2001 Comprehensive Plan and 

Urban Growth Area Boundary in 2006 per the then effective 
Countywide Planning Policies that required review and update of the 
Urban Growth Area every five years. 

 
• Subsequent to 2006 the Countywide Planning Policies and the Growth 

Management Act were amended to consider review and update of the 
Comprehensive Plan and Urban Growth Area every ten years. 
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Population Allocation and UGA Boundary: 
 
• In 2009 the Board of County Commissioners adopted a population 

allocation of 612,226 for initial planning purposes to update the Urban 
Growth Area and this allocation was within the range of population 
projections provided by the Office of Financial Management. 

 
• After extensive public participation process, detailed environmental 

analyses, public workshops and public hearings, the Board of County 
Commissioners adopted revisions to the Urban Growth Area Boundary 
including concurrent Comprehensive Plan map and Zoning Map 
amendments on July 18, 2013 (Resolution #13-0689) 
 

• Final decision by the Board of County Commissioners included final 
population allocation of 616,559 which is 4,333 above the initial 
population allocation adopted in 2009 for initial planning purposes. 
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UGA Boundary Maps: 
 
• Areas added to Urban Growth Area Boundary in final decision by Board 

of County Commissioners are shown as follows on countywide map 
and site specific maps. 
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Does not include 
West Plains. 
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• Surcharge funding projects within the City of Spokane. 
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• Surcharge funding projects within the City of Spokane. 
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