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BY BEN CONLEY
BConley@DominionPost.com

Some Morgantown
motorists were likely saying
“Wee, wee, wee,” all the way
home on Thursday after the
perpetually wavy “ho gback”
turn received some
much-needed attention.

The sharp bend where
Rogers Avenue becomes E.
Brockway Avenue was
addressed as part of the West
Virginia Division of Highways
patching efforts along W.Va.
Route 7.

Crews smoothed out the
asphalt, which wrinkles over
time as heavy trucks slow to
navigate the descending curve.

Joe Pack, DOH chief engi-
neer of District Operations, told
The Dominion Post that the
patch work is a temporary fix
ahead of a resurfacing project in
the upcoming construction
season.

That project, he explained,
will factor in the amount of

heavy truck traffic navigating
the infamous turn and trav-
eling Brockway Avenue into
downtown Morgantown.

“When performing engineer-
ing design of a roadway resur-
facing project, several factors
are weighed for the design of the
asphalt type and thickness.
Roadway classification and

geometry, along with the quan-
tity and type of traffic, are the
primary decision-making fac-
t o r s, ” he said. “The current
roadway surface performance
is also factored into the final
design decision in order to uti-
lize the proper mix design of the
asphalt course.”

BY BEN CONLEY
BConley@DominionPost.com

Morgantown Utility Board
General Manager Mike McNulty
said he’s confident the structures
on the former Dinsmore Tire
property, at 195 Don Knotts Blvd.,

will be razed this year.
If so, that would be about two

years after the utility learned it
had been awarded a $500,000
brownfield grant from the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency to remediate the site.

A brownfield is a property

complicated by the presence or
potential presence of haz-
ardous substances, pollutants
or contaminants.

“The EPA has to approve us
going to bid. So, there will be a
little bit of process there, but I
think, for all parties, everything

is just the way they want it now,”
McNulty said.

Once the buildings come
down, the property will be
“c ap p e d , ” which, according to
the EPA is the process of

MUB hopes to clear Dinsmore site
this year as pump station project looms

MON COUNTY

DOH smooths infamous
curve, for now

BY DAVID BEARD
DBeard@DominionPost.com

The Senate Government Orga-
nization Committee took a swipe
at ranked-choice voting on Thurs-
day, advancing a bill to prohibit
the practice in local government
e l e c t i o n s.

SB 593 says local governments
may not use ranked-choice voting
for any local, state or federal
election.

It defines the method at length:
“Tabulation proceeds in rounds
such that in each round either a
candidate or candidates are
elected, or the last-place candi-
date is defeated; votes are trans-
ferred from elected or defeated
candidates to the voters’ next
ranked candidate or candidates
in order of preference; and tab-
ulation ends when a candidate
receives the majority of votes cast
or the number of candidates
elected equals the number of
offices to be filled.”

A website called Divided We
Fall presents essays for and
against ranked-choice voting,
abbreviated RCV.

The pro-RCV essay says “T he
more candidates there are in a
traditional election, the easier it
becomes for the winner to have a
weak plurality of support. RCV,
by contrast, elects candidates
who have the most support across
the entire electorate. By ensuring
votes are not wasted, voters under
an RCV system can be sure that
elections are won by candidates
with the most support.

It continues, “With RCV, voters
need not vote against their pre-
ferred choice in fear of splitting
the vote. Rather, they simply rank
their honest preferences, know-
ing that if their first choice
d o e s n’t have enough support,
their second choice will receive
their vote.”

The Foundation for Govern-
ment Accountability says this
against RCV: “Casting a vote in an
RCV election is difficult. Instruc-
tions for RCV ballots are gen-
erally cumbersome, often confus-
ing voters. Because the process of
filling out the ballot is difficult to
understand, error rates for RCV

Commit tee
advances bill
to prohibit
ra n ke d - c h o i c e
vo t i n g

S E N AT E

BY BRAD MCELHINNY
WVMetroNews.com

CHARLESTON — West Vir-
ginia’s corrections commissioner
has expressed optimism about
progress in recruiting and retain-
ing personnel.

Thursday, a delegate asked
when state officials will be con-
fident enough to end a state of
emergency with jails staffing that
went into place in August 2022.

“Do we have any hope of get-
ting the emergency light turned
off at the Capitol?” Delegate Mark
Zatezalo, R-Hancock, asked dur-
ing a meeting of the House Jails
and Prisons Committee.

Corrections Commissioner
Billy Marshall agreed that
would be symbolically impor-
tant to demonstrate the state
has made progress.

“T hat’s been one of my goals
from day one to have that light
turned off. Until that light’s
turned off, I don’t feel like we’ve
really gotten there yet,” said Mar-
shall, who testified before the
committee for a little less than an
h o u r.

Gov. Jim Justice issued a
state of emergency Aug. 11, 2022,
to address critical staffing
shortages at correctional facil-
ities in West Virginia. The dec-
laration allowed facilities to
bring in National Guard per-
sonnel to provide support roles
at jails and prisons.

An emergency light atop the
state Capitol building has marked
the continued status.

In his opening remarks to del-
egates Thursday, Marshall
pointed toward the possibility of
bringing the direct support by
National Guard personnel to an
end by spring.

“We ’re continuing to draw
down on the National Guard,
which has been a tremendous
savings for us going forward,”
Marshall said. “We ’re hopeful
by the by the end of April, early
part of May, that we’ll be able to
have all the National Guard
drawn out of our facilities.”

West Virginia’s jails have also
been under scrutiny over con-
ditions and because of a number
of deaths. The most recent death

Commissioner
says emergency
status for jails
staffing could
wind down soon
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Crews smooth out the asphalt, which wrinkles over time as heavy trucks slow to navigate the
descending curve of W.Va. 7 at Brockway Avenue.

SEE BILL, A-2
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was reported Friday when
a 19-year-old woman incar-
cerated at Southern
Regional Jail was found
“injured and unconscious
in her cell.”

Delegate Hollis Lewis,
D-Kanawha, asked again
Thursday about conditions
in the jails.

“What are we doing
overall to not have these
s i t u at i o n s ? ” Lewis asked.

Marshall responded by

expressing concern but
also by saying there are
limits to what can be done.

“I would love to be able
to tell you that we could
eliminate all of the deaths
in our jails — I’d love to be
able to tell you that, but it
would be too naive. It
wo u l d n’t be accurate for
me to say that,” Marshall
said.

“The unfortunate situ-
ation is that we get some
inmates at their sickest
and their worst,” he said
describing some incarcer-

ated people who struggle
with drug addiction or
pover ty.

“And it’s our responsi-
bility to try to make sure
they’re taken care of when
they’re in there. I’ll never
stand for anybody mistreat-
ing inmates or any subor-
dinate officer. I’ll never
stand for it. I try to make
sure we give these individ-
uals the very best care we
have, but when they come
to us, 99% of the time it’s
the worst day of their life.”

He concluded, “Our

goal is to prevent every
death or every incident in
our facilities.”

Lewis followed up by
asking whether specific
additional actions could
be taken at Southern
Regional Jail “because
that seems to be the heart
of the issues and the heart
of the problems where
these unfortunate and
tragic incidents are.”

Marshall responded that
new leadership at that jail
has been working to
improve on suicide preven-
tion watches. He also
described attempts to
prevent illegal drugs from
getting into the facility.

“Unfortunately some-
times it does get in,” M a r-
shall said of drugs. “S o m e-
times the inmates will use
it, and sometimes they
overdose and bad things
happen. We are being very,
very proactive there — not
just at Southern, but all of
our jails and prisons. So
my goal would be to never
have a death in our facil-
ities, never have an inci-
dent in our facilities.

“I just don’t know that
t h at ’s achievable, but we’re
certainly going to try.”

“creating or adding a bar-
rier between the surface
and contaminants by using
a geotextile, a layer of clean
soil or both.”

The property sits at the
northern tip of a sliver of
land created by Cobun
Creek and the Mononga-
hela River. It’s positioned
at the confluence of the
two waterways, right next
to MUB’s water treatment
f acility.

The utility board
announced the purchase of
the 1.26-acre property in
January 2019, explaining
the $743,000 expenditure
was needed in case expan-
sion of the treatment

facility became necessary.
Fast forward four years

and Strand Associates is
currently completing a pre-
liminary engineering
report for MUB on a project
to replace and improve the
powerhouse of the water
treatment plant — the
50-plus year old high
service pump station.

One of the four options
being considered is the con-
struction of a new pump
station on a portion of the
Dinsmore site.

MUB Director of Com-
munications Chris Dale
said the engineering
report will spell out the
preferred option as well as
how much the project is
expected to cost.

Dale said MUB would

like to begin what’s
expected to be an 18-month
construction project in
early 2025.

In past conversations
about the old Dinsmore
site, it was always noted
that MUB was open to
exploring recreational uses
of the land up until the time
it was needed.

McNulty said that pos-
sibility remains.

“We hope to keep a com-
ponent for recreation, but
it’s still up in the air at the
moment. There’s nothing
finaliz ed,” he said.

Either way, it’s past time
to get it cleaned up.

“It’s the worst eyesore in
Morgantown, I think, on
that gateway,” McNulty
said.

According to The
Dominion Post archive, a
fire in one of the buildings
on the property resulted in
a general alarm response
from the Morgantown Fire
Department, meaning off-
duty firefighters were
brought in to help battle the
blaz e.

The MFD ended up
using two aerial platform
trucks to suppress the
flames, which started as a
warming or cooking fire,
according to a subsequent
investig ation.

The rear section of the
bu i l d i n g ’s roof, believed to
have been added in the
1970s, was destroyed by fire
and efforts to fight it.

STATION
FROM PAGE A-1

JAILS
FROM PAGE A-1

The Morgantown Utility
Board purchased the
former Dinsmore Tire
property, at 195 Don
Knotts Blvd., in early 2019
with the understanding the
utility's neighboring water
treatment facility would
eventually need to expand.
MUB is exploring use of
the site as part of a water
treatment plant project
currently slated to begin in
early 2025.

Ben Conley/The Dominion Post
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Manchin provides update on wife
involved in Alabama car crash
BY CARRIE HODOUSEK
WVMetroNews.com

CHARLESTON — U. S .
Sen. Joe Manchin says his
wife is doing well after
being released from the
hospital following a car
crash last month in
Birmingham, Ala.

Gayle Manchin, the fed-
eral co-chair of the
Appalachian Regional
Commission, was traveling

with her colleague Guy
Land on Jan. 29 when they
were hit by a suspect flee-
ing from police just outside
Bir mingham.

Manchin and Guy were
admitted to UAB Hospital
to be treated for injuries for
a few days following the
crash. The two were on
their way to attend an ARC
grant workshop.

Sen. Manchin told
MetroNews flagship station

580-WCHS in Charleston
Wednesday the whole inci-
dent was “a miracle.”

“The good Lord was
watching over her. She got
T- b o n e d , ” he said. “She’s
healing up, but she’s
bruised up.”

Homewood, Ala., Police
said the suspect was later
arrested on felony charges.

The senator said the sit-
uation could’ve been much
wo r s e.

“They were chasing a
criminal through the
streets of Birmingham and
the guy just ran through
the light and hit them and
hit right behind her door. If
he hit her door, Lord knows
we might not have her with
us today, but it was just a
m i r a cl e, ” Manchin said.
“I’m very thankful.”

The investigation into
the crash continues.
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CLARIFY

elections remain higher
than those of traditional
elections. This results in
more citizens having
their votes thrown away
because of an overly com-
plex system.

It continues, “Because
of ballot exhaustion, win-
ners of RCV races do not
necessarily represent the
choice of all voters who
participated. RCV claims
to protect majority rule,
but in reality, RCV creates

an artificial majority by
eliminating the votes of
the lowest-scoring candi-
dates during successive
t abu l at i o n s. ”

Committee counsel
told the senators that
17 states allow RCV in
local elections. Florida,
Montana, South Dakota
and Tennessee prohibit it.
The rest have no legisla-
tion for or against RCV.

The committee
approved the bill in a
voice vote without debate
and it goes next to
Ju d i c i a r y.

BILL
FROM PAGE A-1

L E G I S L AT I O N

A sampling of bills
introduced Thursday
BY DAVID BEARD
DBeard@DominionPost.com

Here is a sampling of
bills introduced Thurs-
day. Local sponsors and
cosponsors are noted.
n SB 801, to establish a

tax on the production of
electricity from wind and
solar collection for distri-
bution to the counties to
be distributed to the vol-
unteer fire departments
in that county. Sen. Randy
Smith, R-Tucker,
c o - s p o n s o r.
n SB 809, allowing

races on county or munic-
ipal roads when the race
is sanctioned by the local
governing authority and
the road is closed to other
traf fic.
n SJR 9, a proposed

constitutional amend-
ment, “Right to Reproduc-

tive Freedom with Protec-
tions for Health and
S a f e t y. ” Sen. Mike Caputo,
D-Marion, sponsor.
n SCR 29, calling on

the Biden administration,
federal agencies and
Congress to reevaluate
proposed restrictions on
the chemical industry,
ensuring that regulations
are based on sound sci-
ence, promote innovation
and support supply chain
resiliency. Sens. Charles
Clements, R-Wetzel, Mike
Oliverio, R-Monongalia,
Jay Taylor, R-Taylor,
c o - s p o n s o r s.
n SR 42, Supporting

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott
and Texas’ constitutional
right to self-defense.
Clements, Oliverio,
Smith, Taylor,
c o - s p o n s o r s.

WO R L D

Israeli forces storm the main hospital in southern
Gaza, saying hostages were likely held there
Associated Press

RAFAH, Gaza Strip —
Israeli forces stormed the
main hospital in southern
Gaza on Thursday, hours
after Israeli fire killed a
patient and wounded six
others inside the complex.
The Israeli army said it was
seeking the remains of
hostages taken by Hamas.

The raid on Nasser Hos-
pital came after troops had

besieged the facility for
nearly a week, with hun-
dreds of staff, patients and
others inside struggling
under heavy fire and dwin-
dling supplies, including
food and water. A day ear-
lier, the army ordered
thousands of displaced
people who had taken shel-
ter there to leave the hos-
pital in the city of Khan
Younis, the focus of

Israel’s offensive against
Hamas in recent weeks.

The war shows no sign
of ending, and the risk of a
broader conflict grew as
Israel and Lebanon’s
Hezbollah militant group
stepped up attacks after a
particularly deadly
exchange on Wednesday.

The military said it had
“credible intelligence” t h at
Hamas had held hostages at
Nasser Hospital and that

the hostages’ re m a i n s
might still be inside. Rear
Adm. Daniel Hagari, the
chief military spokesper-
son, said forces were con-
ducting a “precise and lim-
ited” operation there and
would not forcibly evacuate
medics or patients. Israel
accuses Hamas of using
hospitals and other civilian
structures to shield its
f i g h t e r s.

A WEBSITE CALLED DIVIDED WE FALL
PRESENTS ESSAYS FOR

AND AGAINST RANKED-CHOICE
VOTING, ABBREVIATED RCV.

https://www.dominionpost.com/2024/02/15/a-sampling-of-bills-introduced-thursday-feb-15/
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THE WEST VIRGINIA REPUBLICAN
PARTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HAS
APPROVED A RESOLUTION THAT WILL
LIMIT THE PARTY’S PRIMARY ELECTION
TO ONLY REPUBLICAN VOTERS B E G I N-
NING IN 2026. The decision
reverses the party policy that
had been in place for more than
30 years that allowed indepen-
dents or individuals with no
party affiliation to vote in the
GOP primary.

The decision split the party
leaders. Sixty-five members of
the executive committee sup-
ported the change, while 54 voted
against it.

Some members wanted to
make the switch right away to

capitalize on the popularity of
Donald Trump. They argued that
independents who support
Trump would be enticed to switch
to the Republican Party so they
could vote for the former pres-
ident in the May 14 primary.

Others did not want to exclude
independents who had helped
expand the GOP’s electoral dom-
inance in the state by voting for
Republican candidates. They wor-
ried about alienating those voters.

So, what will happen now?
State Sen. Mike Stuart (R-

Kanawha), who is running for the
Republican nomination for attor-
ney general, referred me to Idaho
as an example. That state passed a
law in 2011 closing both the
Republican and Democratic pri-
mary elections to only party
m e m b e r s.

Since then, Republican Party
registration has more than dou-
bled, to nearly 580,000 (240,852 to
579,391), while the number of inde-
pendents has dropped from 440,000
to 275,000, a decline of 38%.

Democratic Party registration
also more than doubled (56,664 to
126,235). However, Democrats
only make up 13% of all regis-
tered voters in Idaho.

(The total number of registered
voters in Idaho increased from
743,000 in 2013 to 996,731 now.)

The key figure here is that,
when forced to choose to qualify
to vote in the primary election,

Republican registration soared
from 32% of registered voters to
58%. Democratic registration
rose from 7% to 13%.

Independents dropped from
59% to 28%.

Not surprisingly, Republicans
dominate Idaho politics. The gov-
ernor, members of their Board of
Public Works, both U.S. senators
and both House representatives
are Republican. The GOP also
holds overwhelming majorities
in both chambers of their state
legislature (28-7 in the Senate, 59-
11 in the House).

In short, restricting primaries
to party members has strength-
ened the Idaho Republican Party
even more. Supporters of the
closed Republican primary in
West Virginia are hoping for the
same here, even though the GOP
already has complete electoral
d o m i n a n c e.

The Idaho situation is rele-
vant, but not completely analo-
gous, since West Virginia’s Demo-
cratic Party primary remains
open. In 2026, unaffiliated voters
here will still be able to vote in the
primary if they choose a Demo-
cratic ballot.

One note of caution for West
Virginia Republicans. Not all Ida-
hoans are pleased with closed pri-
maries. The group Idahoans for
Open Primaries is mounting a
petition drive to put the closed
primary system up for a vote.

How will West Virginia’s
287,000 independent voters
respond to the Republican rule
change? The answer will be found
in the party registration numbers
for the 2026 primary election.

HOPPY KERCHEVAL is a MetroNews
anchor and the longtime host of
“Talkline.” Contact him at
hoppy.kercheval@wvradio.com.

Good: SB 159 — “prohibiting smoking in vehicle when minor 16 or
under is present.” This bill passed the Senate and was sent to House
F i n a n c e.

It is an indisputable fact that secondhand smoke is dangerous. That’s
why smoking is now prohibited in a variety of spaces — e s p e c i a l ly
indoor ones — even though smoking itself is still legal for adults. An
adult can make an informed choice to use cigarettes despite knowing the
risks — a child locked in the car with said adult doesn’t have the choice
to not inhale the smoke, especially if the windows are rolled up.

This law will (hopefully) help protect kids from being trapped in an
unhealthy situation not of their choosing. The only real flaw of this bill is
that it makes smoking in a vehicle with kids a secondary offense, which
means the car must be pulled over for something else first.

Bad: HB 5159 — “to eliminate the requirement that 14- or 15-year-old
obtain a work permit.” Children between 14 and 16 years old would only
need a parent or guardian’s written permission instead of a full work
permit, and instead of getting approvals or verifications from the State
Superintendent of Schools (because kids that age should be in school),
employers would only need age verification from the State Com-
missioner of Labor.

This bill is part of an effort — led in large part by pro-business and pro-
homeschool conservatives — to roll back child labor protections insti-
tuted in the 1930s. Those original protections were meant to get kids out
of dangerous workplaces and back into schools — to give them the
chance to have an education and a childhood.

Do we really want a return to the days when the eldest children never
completed school because they had to support the family? When higher
education and life-path choices were a luxury reserved the youngest
siblings or the wealthiest kids?

Child labor laws were put in place for a reason: to stop kids from being
exploited with long hours, physically demanding, sometimes hazardous
work and suppressed wages. Passing this law would be just the first step
in West Virginia joining other red states in rolling child labor laws all the
way to the 1930s.

Stupid turned Bad: HB 4313 — “Pa re n t s ’ Bill of Rights,” which says,
“The liberty of a parent to direct the upbringing, education, and care,
including medical care, of the parent’s child is a fundamental right.” T his
bill was just “stupid,” until it was amended — read: rewritten — into
something “bad.” The amended version passed its first committee and is
now in House Judiciary.

T here’s a special emphasis in this bill on parents’ rights to determine
their children’s education and health care. It expressly gives parents the
right to choose alternative, non-public schooling for their children. It’s
less specific language regarding health care is probably meant to open
the door to refuse mandatory childhood vaccinations. The amended
version also contains language that Republicans have repeatedly sought
that could force schools to “out” closeted LGBTQ+ kids to their parents if
that child is out at school.

The amended version of the bill removed language that would have
allowed exceptions to the law if the action was “long recognized in the
history and traditions of this state.” That language could have preserved
mandatory school-age vaccines, since mandatory vaccines have a long
history in West Virginia. The language was replaced with “reasonable and
necessary to achieve a compelling state interest.” We would think pro-
tecting vulnerable kids from deadly and debilitating diseases would be a
compelling state interest, but a shocking number of legislators disagree.

The amendment also changed that a parent’s “right to make health
care decisions for his or her minor child” to “unless otherwise pro-
hibited by law.” We had thought that parents’ right to direct their
ch i l d re n’s health care could present an opening to challenge gender-
affirming care bans. Unfortunately, someone must have seen the same
possible loopholes we did and made sure to close them.
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Who brings a gun to a parade?

WHO BRINGS A GUN TO A VIC-
TORY PARADE, ANYWAY? Some-
one did, and this mass shoot-
ing at the Kansas City
Chiefs’ Super Bowl victory
parade puts a stain on this
c i t y.

I attended Wednesday’s
parade. The atmosphere was
festive and fun. Never would
I have thought a mass shoot-
ing or any sort of violent act
would occur. Gun violence
knows no bounds, it seems.

Shortly after the Chiefs
rally ended Wednesday, gun-
fire erupted on the west side
of Union Station, according
to Kansas City Police. One
person was killed and atl
least 22 people were injured
by gunfire, police said Thurs-
day. Several people were
struck and taken to area hos-
pitals, according to police.

“At the conclusion of the
rally there were shots fired
west of Union Station near
the garage and several peo-
ple were struck,” police
wrote on X.

After the shooting, two
armed people were taken
into custody, according to
police. If they are indeed our
shooters, good work by
Kansas City police officers
apprehending the pair so
quickly. The last thing we
need here is gunmen on the
loose after a mass shooting.

After the shooting, people
rightfully scattered, leaving
children separated from
their families. Props to
Kansas City police. The
de partment’s swift response
to the shooting should be
noted.

On X, department
officials reminded the
public of child reuni-
fication stations in
the area.

“Remember the
child reunification
stations in the area
are at 2301 Main and
inside the main
entrance of Union
S t at i o n , ” of ficials
wrote. “We still have

several needing reunifica-
tion. Contact the officer
nearest you for reunification
infor mation.”

Police chief ‘angry at
what happened’

In a press conference held
later that day, Police Chief
Stacey Graves noted the
presence of about 800 law
enforcement officials did not
deter the suspected shooters
from firing weapons.

“I’m angry at what hap-
pened today,” Graves said.
We all should be.

I arrived near the parade
route about 9 a.m. and
parked near 22nd and Camp-
bell. I walked to The Star’s
office nearby to say hello to
coworkers before a 10 a.m.
meeting with my colleagues
on the Editorial Board. I
h a d n’t planned on writing
about the parade, but I did
want to revel in what I
described as a walking tail-
gate for Chiefs fans.

From The Star’s offices, I
walked north down McGee
Street to 18th. Every fan I
encountered was jovial and
seemed in good spirits.
Shortly before 11 a.m., I
stopped for coffee at a pop-up
on 18th Street before making
my way west to Grand Boule-
vard near The Star’s old
office at 17th and Grand. Not
one person I spoke with or
shook hands with displayed
ill will or discontent being
there. I stayed in my spot
until Travis Kelce and
Patrick Mahomes passed by
shortly after noon.

I dispersed without a
worry in the world. Then, I
received a breaking news
alert about a shooting at
Union Station. My heart
sank. I thought: How could
this be? The sun was out, the
weather was great and the
Chiefs were being celebrated
as world champs. It was a
perfect day — until it wasn’t.

Not the only gun violence
at festivities

Mayor Quinton Lucas
thanked law enforcement
officials and other first
responders who aided gun-
shot victims. The White
House was aware of the
shooting, according to Lucas.
Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly
tweeted that she got away
from the scene safely. Fed-
eral officials will assist with
the investigation as needed,
the mayor said.

The mass shooting wasn’t
the only incident of gun vio-
lence at the parade, accord-
ing to The Star’s Bob Cron-
kleton, who wrote: “E a rl i e r
in the day, two people were
shot near 27th and McGee
streets, according to Officer
Alayna Gonzalez. The vic-
tims were said to have non-
life-threatening injuries.”

Yes, we have a constitu-
tional right to bear arms, but
we still live in a civilized
society. Kansas City is not
the Wild West. Leave your
guns and weapons at home
next time. I am praying for
these and all victims of gun
violence. Enough is enough.

In Kansas City,
we ’re privileged to cel-
ebrate three Super
Bowl victories in five
years. My hope is this
shooting does not
deter us from gather-
ing again for another
world championship
celebration in the
f u t u re.

TORIANO PORTER is an
opinion writer and member of

The Kansas City Star’s
editorial board.

HOPPY KERCHEVAL

E D I TO R ’S NOTE
Hoppy is on vacation this week.
This column is from Jan. 30,
2024.

EMAIL submissions to opinion@dominionpost.com. MAIL submissions to: The
Dominion Post, 1251 Earl L. Core Road, Morgantown, WV 26505. I N C LU D E yo u r
name, hometown and phone number for confirmation. Letters should not exceed 300
wo rd s.
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Mayhem spoils KC Chiefs’ Super Bowl celebration
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Wednesday evening in
Monongalia County Circuit
Court, Steven Ray Desantis, 41,
was found guilty of sexual abuse
by a parent, guardian, custo-
dian, or person in position of
trust to a child and sexual abuse
in the first-degree during a trial
at the Monongalia County Jus-
tice Center on High Street.

The Monongalia County
P ro s e c u t o r ’s Office announced
the verdict on Thursday.

Court records show Desantis
was indicted by a grand jury for
the crimes in September 2022.

According to information
from the county prosecutor’s
office, the guilty verdict was
returned by a Monongalia
County jury after a two-day trial
Tuesday and Wednesday that
was presided over by the Hon-
orable Cindy S. Scott.

At the conclusion of the trial
Wednesday night, Desantis was
taken into custody and is now
being held at North Central
Regional Jail.

A sentencing hearing to
determine exactly how long
Desantis will spend behind bars
will be scheduled at a later
d at e.

The penalty in West Virginia
for a conviction of sexual abuse
by a parent, guardian, custo-
dian, or person in position of
trust is not less than 10 nor more
than 20 years of imprisonment.

Desantis also faces not less
than five nor more than 25 years
of imprisonment for the sexual
abuse in the first-degree con-
viction.

The case was prosecuted by
Monongalia County Prosecut-
ing Attorney Gabrielle “G ab e ”
Mucciola and was investigated
by Detective Stallings of the
Morgantown Police Department
with assistance from Granville
Police Chief Craig Corkrean.

Mucciola stated in a press
release that she is grateful for
the work of both investigators
and to the juvenile victim for
having the courage to speak and
allow the jury to return a just
ve rd i c t .

Jury returns conviction in child sexual abuse case
C OU RT S

Photo Friday

BY JIM BISSETT
JBissett@DominionPost.com

With Valentine’s Day 2024 now
on the books, let’s just say that —
well — it could have gone better.

The store-bought bouquet was
hardly vase-worthy.

And the over-priced, under-
cooked “ro m a n t i c ” dinner at that
oh-so-hyped restaurant?

Uh, yeah.
Not that you didn’t have good

intentions about the whole
e n d e avo r.

Maybe, to paraphrase the
lyrics of an old TV show’s theme
song, you were just a regular dude
harboring no ill will.

Either way, there’s no need to
get all heartsick, Jamie
Summerlin said.

Just make a date, he said, for
the WV Chocolate Wine & Shine
Festival on Saturday at Mylan
Pa rk .

“You can redeem yourself,” he
said.

T hat’s because it’s the 2024 edi-
tion of the event also billed as “A
Sweet Taste of Mountains.”

In two sessions that day, the
festival at the Hazel and J.W. Ruby
Community Center features rich
chocolates, fine wine and a mix of
(legally made) moonshine, giving
the true mountain experience for
individuals and couples aged
21 and up.

“We ’re really showcasing a lot
of the best West Virginia has to
of fer,” said Summerlin, whose
Guidon Creative event-planning
firm is putting it all together.

“We ’ve got chocolatiers, spe-
cialty foods and confectionaries,”
he said. “We ’ve got artisan crafts-
men and some really great
wineries and legal moonshine
distilleries coming in.”

That means great samples —
the wine and moonshine are more
about sampling, rather than full-
on drinking, he said — along with
games, a live deejay, premium
giveaways and more.

Ja c q u e l i n e ’s Fine Jewelry of
Morgantown and Uniontown, Pa.,
is this year’s gift bag sponsor for
the festival.

Visit https://choco
latewineshine.com/ for all the
particulars, including times and
ticket pricing.

“We ’ve added a lot of new
wineries and distilleries that
we ’re excited about,” S u m m e rl i n
said.

They include Forks of Cheat
Winery of Morgantown, he said,
which has long been courted by
the festival.

And the Appalachian

Make a
date for
the ‘Wine
& Shine’
Fe s t i v a l

EVENT

Getting help can be a little easier with the United Way
SOMETIMES TAKING THE FIRST STEP TO GET HELP IS
THE MOST DIFFICULT. And knowing what that
first step is can be a challenge as well.

T hat’s just what United Way’s programs,
such as the WV211 health and human service
hotline and the Monongalia County Family
Resource Network, are trying to make a little
e a s i e r.

We write about WV211 a good bit in this
space. But while you may have heard about
the Monongalia County Family Resource
Network (FRN), do you know why it’s so
important to our community?

We turned to Family Resource Network
Manager Courtney Summers to help people
understand more about the FRN. Her
answers were so straightforward, we decided
to share a question-and-answer session with
Courtney as the perfect way for folks to learn
more. Here’s what she had to say:

Q: In your words, what is the Mon
County Family Resource Network?

A: “The Mon County Family Resource
Network is a connector in the community.

The network works to connect agencies and
community members with resources and
events within Monongalia County. Although
we do not provide direct services, we work to
empower and encourage our local commu-
nity, especially families through special
events, committees and resources.”

Q: Why is the FRN important to have in
our community?

A: “The FRN is important for our com-
munity because of the collaborative nature of
what we do. We work with other organi-
zations and community members to help
empower families and individuals, educate
them to prevent child abuse and neglect, and
provide information and resources.”

Q: Can you give some examples of the
types of resources you provide?

A: “We provide a regular email newsletter
that compiles resources, events, volunteer
opportunities, and more (anyone can sub-
scribe here http://tiny.cc/fu7uwzannual).
We provide a Resource Guide that can be
found on the United Way website (united-

waympc.org) or West Virginia FRN website
(wvfr n.org).

“We provide a one-pager of community
resources and a FRN Agency Guide that is
shared with those who attend our monthly
meetings. Through the Partners in Preven-
tion grant activities, we provide resources
through events such as the free Community
Baby Shower and free training opportunities
to help fight child abuse and neglect within
our community.

“We run the annual Warm Hearts Warm
Hands Outerwear Drive to provide warm
clothing to individuals and families in need
within Monongalia and Preston counties.
And we also help manage the Dolly Parton
Imagination Library program within
Monongalia County. which provides free
books to children under 5.”

Q: What events does FRN have coming
up?

A: “We have many exciting events coming

Ron Rittenhouse/The Dominion Post

A plump squirrel takes over the bird feeder in a local tree this week to get his fill. If you take similar photos that you'd like to see published,
submit them for Photo Friday. Send a high-resolution digital image to DPNews@dominionpost.com. Include your name and information about
the photo, including where and when it was taken.

COLUMN

SEE FESTIVAL, A-5

A SENTENCING HEARING TO
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LONG DESANTIS WILL
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Distillery of Ripley, a dis-
tributor of John Schnei-
der’s “Reve nu e r ’s Reserve”
moonshine, which has
a Hollywood-Hillbilly
connection.

Schneider, the actor who
played Bo Duke on “T he
Dukes of Hazzard” c o m e dy -
action series that ran on
CBS from 1979-85 launched
his product in December, in
an exclusive appearance at
Appalachian Distillery.

Prior commitments are
keeping him away from
Mylan Park on Saturday,
Summerlin said — “But
we ’ve got him lined up for
next year.”

If Bo Duke can’t be here,
Summerlin said, the festi-

val has the next best thing:
the General Lee.

One of the participating
vendors this year is a car
buff who owns a recreation
of the Dodge Charger that
Bo and his cousin Luke
(Tom Wopat) flipped,
jumped and peeled out in,
for the show’s seven-season
r un.

The tribute car is motor-
ing to Morgantown for the
festival, too.

“Yeah, that’s going to be
fun,” the promotor said.

Might that mean Sum-
merlin attempting one of
those signature slides
across the General Lee’s
hood, as per every episode,
as well?

“Only if I’m wearing my
Daisy Dukes.”

FESTIVAL
FROM PAGE A-4

Clothing hacks to know when shopping for kids
I LOVE SHOPPING FOR MY
KIDS CLOTHES AT TARGET.
And that’s mostly because
of the brand called Cat &
Jack. The return policy
for those kid clothes are
nine months longer than
the standard 90-day
return window.

What makes it even
better is that they take
back used, outgrown, or
damaged clothes for that
entire time period. Yup,
you read that right. Your
kids can outgrow their
Cat & Jack pants and
they can be returned to
Target within a year of
p u rch a s e.

For those of you who
d o n’t know, Cat & Jack is
a Target-owned brand of
affordable apparel and
accessories for kids and
babies. It launched in
stores and online in 2016.
The clothing line is super
cute and has a ton of vari-
ety and options to pick

from for both girls and
b oy s.

I remember when I
learned about this return
policy, I thought there
was absolutely no way
that it actually worked.

But, I bagged up
clothes that my toddler
had outgrown and headed
to Target to find out. I
took the bag to the cus-
tomer service desk and
said that I had heard I
could return the Cat &
Jack clothes and shoes
and wanted to know if
that was true. To my sur-

prise they said yes!
So, what are the stip-

ulations for returning
clothes and shoes? There
is really only one. You
have to have a receipt or
the Target Circle App
that keeps orders and
receipts on your account.
Other than that, the store
team can advise you if
any of the clothes are too
worn out or anything
that would make an item
ineligible for returning.

I did not run into a
problem of them not tak-
ing clothes or shoes. I
took outgrown clothes,
pants with holes in the
knees, dirt-stained pants
and worn-out shoes. They
took them all.

They issued me a mer-
chandise card for the
money I was being
returned. I turned right
back around and used
that card to buy new
clothes for my toddler,

but you definitely could
use it on any purchase in
Targ et.

One thing that I have
read online about this
return policy, is that Tar-
get might soon stop
accepting clothes that
your child has simply
out-grown. So, be aware
of that possibility if you
return anything.

This is such a great
hack for families of all
sizes looking for savings.
A great thing to keep in
mind for back-to-school
clothes every year and
new clothes when the
seasons change.

I hope this info helps
all you mamas save some
money. Happy shopping!

ANN BURNS is a Morgantown
native, raising two young
children with her husband,
Drake. She writes weekly
columns for The Dominion Post.
Contact her at Columns@
DominionPost.com.

ANN BURNS

MOM’S CORNER

up. On March 25, Partners
in Prevention, in partner-
ship with the Morgantown
Police Department, is hav-
ing a Drug Identification
and Trends Training to
help community members
know what to be on the
lookout for and how to stay
s a f e.

“In April, we have many
activities for Child Abuse
Prevention Month. On
April 12, we will have a
downtown walk, in part-
nership with CASA for
Kids. We’re also facilitating
a Stewards of Children by
Darkness to Light Training
on April 17 to teach the
community how to prevent
and recognize child sexual
abuse. On April 24, we are
having an Adverse Child-
hood Experiences (ACEs)
101-103 Training to help
community members and
agency representatives bet-

ter understand what ACEs
are how to overcome them,
and how to prevent them.”

Q: How can folks learn
more about FRN or get
i nvo l ve d ?

A: “Everyone is invited
to get involved. They can
email Family Resource Net-
work Manager Courtney
Summers at frn@united-
waympc.org to connect and
ask questions. Everyone is
invited to register for one of
our many events on
Humanitix at
http://tiny.cc/ss7uwz. To
learn more about FRN, they
can also follow FRN on
Facebook at
https://www.f ace-
book.com/uwfrn. And com-
munity members, particu-
larly parents, are invited to
participate in the UWFRN
Advisory Committee.

AMANDA POSEY is the director
of marketing and
communications for the United
Way of Monongalia and Preston
Counties. She can be reached at
amanda@unitedwaympc.org.
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House adopts two resolutions
condemning, prohibiting euthanasia
BY DAVID BEARD
DBeard@DominionPost.com

The House of Delegates
held an extended debate on
the topic of euthanasia on
Thursday, advancing two
resolutions on the topic.

Delegate Pat McGee-
han, R-Hancock, authored
both resolutions.

The first was HCR 74,
“Defending Life by Reject-
ing Euthanasia.” It is a
lengthy statement of the
sentiment of the House,
extending just over two
pages. That it would be a
touchy subject became
immediately clear when a
Democrat called for it to be
read in full.

It opens with pro-
nouncements on what
makes a society strong,
and says, “It is necessary
that the practice of
euthanasia, which inten-
tionally encourages and
ultimately enacts the sui-
cide of the elderly and the
infirm, remain as foreign
to the common life of West
Virginia as it is to the
health of any just and rea-
sonable society.”

While it ostensibly only
affects the end of life, the
resolution says, it demor-
alizes life at all stages by
characterizing life as con-
ditional and end-of-life
care as an option, not a
duty. “The very possibility
that doctors, whose
authority in our society
can be profound, may pre-
scribe suicide as a solution
to a terminal disease or
disheartening prognosis,
presents the act as a
medicine rather than as
the definitive rejection of
all medicine, and so
encourages suicidal desire
to flourish.”

It concludes, “The State
of West Virginia rejects the
bleak and morbid world
that euthanasia and the
commodification of death
entails. … Against this cul-
ture of death, we must
offer a vision of a restored
and rejuvenated West Vir-
ginia, a community whose
strength is known by the
happiness of the weak, the
infirm, and the elderly,
who are not only aided and

assisted by their family,
friends, and society until
the day they die, but whose
very suffering is the irre-
placeable means by which
we may transcend our-
selves, enter deeply into
communion with one
another, fulfill our nature
as social creatures, and
learn the sacrificial love
that so often gives life its
meaning.”

Having been read in
full, there was no debate
and it was adopted 87-9,
with all the opposing votes
by Democrats, including
the four from Monongalia
and Marion counties (one
Mon Democrat was
absent). It goes to the
S e n at e.

The resolution that fol-
lowed spurred the long
debate: HJR 28, to put
before the voters a consti-
tutional amendment pro-
hibiting physician-
assisted suicide. It does not
prohibit withdrawing life-
sustaining treatment at
the request of the
patient or patient’s
re presentative.

Delegate Joey Garcia,
D-Marion, was among
those who said this prac-
tice is already illegal and
the resolution is unneces-
sary. “Just because you
agree with a policy does
not meen that it reaches to
the standard to put on a
constitutional ballot.”

Delegate Anitra Hamil-
ton, D-Monongalia, is a
healthcare worker and
said patients have the
right to direct their care.
“No doctor can help some-
one die,” and she didn’t
understand the point of the
re s o l u t i o n .

Many for and against
the measure told their sto-
ries of how suicide touched
their lives.

Delegate Larry Kump,
R-Berkeley, said this was
the most traumatic and
troubling vote of his years
in the Legislature. His first
experience came when he
was 14 and he saw a neigh-
bor who’d lit himself on
fire, and his mother told
him anyone who commits
suicide is a coward.

He contemplated

suicide once himself, and
later refused an opportu-
nity to end his life when he
was dealing with cancer. “I
believe that suicide is a a
sin, but I also believe it is a
choice. … No matter how I
vote on this bill, I will be
both wrong and right.”

Delegate Brandon
Steele, R-Raleigh, said he
once worked as the mental
hygiene commissioner in
Fayette County, where the
New River Gorge Bridge
was a draw for those con-
sidering suicide. But many
would pause because the
center of the bridge looks
down on rocks, not the
river; and that pause gave
law enforcement time to
talk them down.

Those who paused and
were brought to him, he
said, were always thankful
for the second chance, and
he felt good about about
putting into the Constitu-
tion not having someone
facilitate death for them.

While suicide is a deep
personal decision, he said,
“I think the people of West
Virginia would rather
have someone put an arm
around that person that is
hurt and in pain than put a
needle in their arm.”

Delegate Tom Lon-
ganacre, R-Greenbrier,
talked about his brothers
mental health challenges.
“I’m glad that my brother
has never sought out some-
one to take the place of
God.”

McGeehan said physi-
cian-assisted suicide is
legal in 10 states and D.C.,
and 19 more are consid-
ering it. Oregon allows
people from other states to
come in, wait two weeks,
get a prescription and go
die in a devoted hotel or
Airbnb. “If you think this
i s n’t a problem, trust me, it
i s. ”

The vote was 88-9, with
the same Democrats vot-
ing no, and it also goes to
the Senate.

Senate bills passed
Across the Capitol, the

Senate passed three bills
dealing with voter regis-
tration, all requested by
the secretary of state’s
office, and sent them to

the House.
SB 622 trims the time

period for removing inac-
tive voters from voter rolls
from eight years to six
years. Under current law,
when a voter is inactive for
four years, which would
include not voting and not
renewing a driver’s
license, among other
things, the county clerk
must send out a confirma-
tion notice to the voter.

If the card isn’t
returned, the person goes
on inactive status, and
after two more federal elec-
tion cycles of inactivity –
another four years – the
clerk would then purge
that voter from the rolls.

The bill trims the first
four-year waiting period to
two years to send out the
confirmation notice. Purg-
ing would be halted by the
person voting or updating
their registration. The bill
would go into effect Jan. 1,
2025 (as would the next
two). It passed 34-0 without
d e b at e.

SB 623 would require
the Division of Motor Vehi-
cles to send driver’s license
or photo ID images, for
those who register to vote
at the DMV, to the secre-
tary of state’s office.

The DMV told senators
in committee that it
already sends images of
voter signatures to the
office, which are sent out
to the county clerks. This
will give an extra layer of
security and can make the
p o l lwo rke r s ’ jobs easier by
giving them an extra form
of identification when a
signature might be
unclear or not match the
vo t e r ’s signature that day.

It passed 33-1 without
d e b at e.

SB 624 would enable the
secretary of state and
thereby the county clerks
to purge voter rolls by can-
celing voter registration
for those who are no longer
West Virginia residents
and have obtained driver’s
licenses in other states.
The notices would come
from other states via com-
pacts with those states.

It passed 34-0 with no
d e b at e.

S TAT E

AREA ARRESTSBU S I N E S S

MON SHERIFF
Louk, Jeannie, 58, two
counts domestic battery,
Feb. 6, Deputy Bradford.

Chisler, Ernest E., 65,
destruction of property, Feb.
7, Deputy Summers.

Bell, Hayley R., two counts
domestic battery, obstruc-
tion, battery on a government
employee, assault of a gov-
ernment employee, Feb. 7,
Deputy Kuretza.

GRANVILLE POLICE
Hailey, Joseph, 46, two
counts battery, battery on a

government representative,
disorderly conduct, public
intoxication, trespassing,
refusing fingerprints, Feb. 7,
Officer Huyett.

WESTOVER POLICE
Scott, Timothy Joseph, 35,
burglary, stalking Feb. 7, Offi-
cer Scott.

Dolce, Elizabeth M., 52,
battery, Feb. 9, Officer
Clingerman.

STATE POLICE
Stringer, Corrithian, 35,
false or inaccurate sex
offender registration, Feb. 8,

Trooper Sternart.

Thorne, Dean Erick, 62, vio-
lation of protective order,
Feb. 9, Trooper Roach.

DUI RELATED
Armstrong, Ismaili, 50, DUI,
Feb. 6, Officer Brewer.

Waddell, Richard, 49, DUI –
2nd offense, Feb. 6, Deputy
Rose.

Ratliff, Joshua Roylee, 31,
DUI – 3rd or subsequent
offense, Feb. 8, Officer
Bittner.

Carder, John F., 59, DUI,
Feb. 10, Deputy Bradford.

Auguste, Frantzy, 33, DUI,

Feb. 9, Deputy Gmiter.

Panrell, Stefan Allen, 45,
impaired driving with a minor,
child neglect, Feb. 8, Officer
Mayle.

Linger, Christopher Allan II,
29, driving while license
revoked for DUI, failure to
maintain vehicle insurance,
driving too fast for road con-
ditions, Feb. 12, Officer
Carver.

Smith, Kyle, 29, driving
while license revoked for
DUI, no proof of vehicle
insurance, possession, seat
belt violation, Feb. 11,
Officer Carver.

U.S. eases restrictions
on Wells Fargo after
years of strict oversight
following scandal
Associated Press

NEW YORK — T he
Biden Administration
eased some of the restric-
tions on banking giant
Wells Fargo, saying the
bank has sufficiently fixed
its toxic culture after years
of scandals.

The news sent Wells
Fa r g o ’s stock up sharply
Thursday as investors spec-
ulated that the bank, which
has been kept under a tight
leash by regulators for
years, may be able to
rebuild its reputation and
start growing again. The
bank’s shares closed up
7.2% to $52.04, its highest
level since March 2022, in
extremely active trading.

The Office of the
Comptroller of the Cur-
rency, the regulator of big
national banks like Wells,
on Thursday terminated a
consent order that had been
in place since September
2016. The order required
Wells to overhaul how it
sold financial products to
customers and provide
additional consumer pro-
tections, as well as
employee protections for
wh i s t l e bl owe r s.

That consent order was
put into place after a series
of newspaper and govern-
ment investigations in 2016
found Wells to have a poi-
sonous sales culture that
pressured employees into
selling multiple products to
customers though such
products were not needed.
Employees — who worked
at “s t o re s ” not bank
branches — were forced to
open millions of unautho-
rized accounts. Customers
had their identities stolen
and their credit scores
impacted. Of the millions
of customers effected,
a disproportionate
number were non

English-speaking
A m e r i c a n s.

The scandal severely tar-
nished the reputation of
San Francisco-based Wells
Fargo, which eight years
ago was considered one of
the best run banks in the
country by investors and
a n a ly s t s.

Since the scandal broke,
Wells overhauled its board
of directors and manage-
ment, paid more than a bil-
lion dollars in fines and
penalties, and has spent
eight years trying to show
the public that the bad prac-
tices are a thing of the past.
The scandal led to union-
ization efforts at some
branches as employees
protested how managers
pushed unreasonable sales
g o a l s.

In a brief statement
Thursday, the Comptroller
of the Currency said that
Wells Fargo’s “safety and
soundness” and “compli-
ance with laws and regu-
lations does not require the
continue existence of the
O rd e r. ”

The decision is a major
victory for Wells’ mana g e-
ment and Charles Scharf,
who took over as CEO in
2019.

“Confirmation from the
OCC that we have effec-
tively implemented what
was required is a result of
the hard work of so many of
our employees, and I’d like
to thank everyone at Wells
Fargo involved for their
dedication to transforming
how we do business,”
Scharf said in a prepared
s t at e m e n t .

Citigroup banking ana-
lyst Keith Horwitz said in a
note that the OCC’s deci-
sion was “positive proof ”
that Wells’ mana g ement
was making the right deci-
sions to fix the company’s
c u l t u re.

DominionPost.com
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Shooting after Chiefs Super Bowl
parade seemed to stem from dispute
among several people, police say
Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. —
The mass shooting that
unfolded amid throngs of
people at the Kansas City
Chiefs’ Super Bowl celebra-
tion, killing one person and
wounding almost two
dozen others, appeared to
stem from a dispute
between several people,
authorities said Thursday.

Police Chief Stacey
Graves said that the 22 peo-
ple injured in the shooting
ranged between the ages of
8 and 47 years old, half of
whom were under the age
of 16. A mother of two was
killed.

Three people were
detained — including two
juveniles — but no charges
have been filed yet, Graves
said. Police are calling for
witnesses, people with cell-
phone footage and victims
of the violence to call a
dedicated hotline.

“We are working to
determine the involvement
of others. And it should be
noted we have recovered
several firearms. This inci-
dent is still a very active
investig ation,” Graves said
at a news conference.

The shooting outside
Union Station occurred
despite the presence of
more than 800 police offi-
cers who were in the build-
ing and area, including on
top of nearby structures,
said Mayor Quinton Lucas,
who attended with his wife
and mother and ran for
safety when the shots rang
out. But he doesn’t expect to

cancel the upcoming St.
Pat r i ck ’s Day parade.

“We have parades all the
time. I don’t think they’ll
end. Certainly we recog-
nized the public safety chal-
lenges and issues that
relate to them,” Lucas
said.

Throngs had lined the
parade route, with fans
climbing trees and street
poles for a better view. Play-
ers rolled through on dou-
ble-decker buses as DJs and
drummers heralded their
ar rival.

The police chief said
1 million people likely
attended the parade, which
occurred in a city of about
470,000 people and a
metropolitan area of about
2 million, but stressed that
the violence was wrought
by just a handful of people.

“The law enforcement
response was exemplary.
Those in attendance also
re s p o n d e d , ” Graves added.
“They helped one another
and even physically stop a
person who was believed to
be involved in the
incident.”

Meanwhile, police are
still asking witnesses to
come forward. Many
described a sense of con-
fusion that rippled through
the crowd.

The rally had just ended
and music was still blaring
when the shots erupted.
Many people initially
thought they were hearing
fireworks. But then chaos
ensued. Some in the crowd
hit the ground while others
leapt over barriers and
sprinted, some carrying
children in their arms.

AP photo

Police escort Kansas City Chiefs tight end Noah Gray and
his teammates off the stage after a shooting following their
victory parade and rally in Kansas City, Mo.

BU S I N E S S

Average long-term U.S.
mortgage rate rose this week to
6.77%, highest level in 10 weeks
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — T he
average long-term U.S.
mortgage rate rose this
week to its highest level in
10 weeks, a setback for
prospective homebuyers
ahead of the spring home-
buying season.

The average rate on a
30-year mortgage rose to
6.77% from 6.64% last week,
mortgage buyer Freddie
Mac said Thursday. A year
ago, the rate averaged
6.32%.

Borrowing costs on
15-year fixed-rate mort-
gages, popular with home-
owners refinancing their
home loans, also rose this
week, pushing the average
rate to 6.12% from 5.90%
last week. A year ago it
averaged 5.51%, Freddie
Mac said.

The increase in rates
echoes moves in the 10-year
Treasury yield, which
lenders use as a guide to
pricing loans. Stronger-
than-expected reports on
inflation, the job market
and the overall economy
have stoked worries among
bond investors that the Fed-

eral Reserve will wait
longer before it begins
cutting interest rates.

Hopes for such cuts amid
signs that inflation has
declined from its peak two
summers ago has been a
major reason the 10-year
Treasury yield has mostly
pulled back since October,
when it climbed to its
highest level since 2007.

I nve s t o r s ’ e x p e c t at i o n s
for future inflation, global
demand for U.S. Treasurys
and what the Fed does with
interest rates can influence
rates on home loans.

“The economy has been
performing well so far this
year and rates may stay
higher for longer, poten-
tially slowing the spring
homebuying season,” said
Sam Khater, Freddie Mac’s
chief economist.

So far this year, mort-
gage applications to buy a
home are down in more
than half of all states com-
pared to a year earlier,
noted Khater.

When mortgage rates
rise, they can add hundreds
of dollars a month in costs
for borrowers, limiting how

much they can afford in a
market already out of reach
for many Americans. They
also discourage homeown-
ers who locked in rock-bot-
tom rates two or three years
ago from selling. The aver-
age rate on a 30-year mort-
gage remains sharply
higher than just two years
ago, when it was 3.92%.

The cost of financing a
home has come down from
its most recent peak in late
October, when the average
rate on a 30-year mortgage
hit 7.79%, the highest level
since late 2000.

Many economists have
projected that mortgage
rates will continue heading
lower this year, though
forecasts generally have
the average rate on a
30-year home loan hovering
around 6% by the end of the
ye a r.

Elevated mortgage rates
and a dearth of available
homes have kept the U.S.
housing market mired in a
slump the past two years.
Sales of previously occu-
pied U.S. homes sank to a
nearly 30-year low last year,
tumbling 18.7% from 2022.

S PAC E

U.S. company’s lunar lander
rockets toward the moon for a
touchdown attempt next week
Associated Press

CAPE CANAVERAL,
Fla. — Another private
U.S. company took a shot
at the moon Thursday,
launching a month after a
r iva l ’s lunar lander
missed its mark and came
crashing back.

NASA, the main spon-
sor with experiments on
board, is hoping for a suc-
cessful moon landing
next week as it seeks to
jumpstart the lunar econ-
omy ahead of astronaut
m i s s i o n s.

SpaceX’s Falcon rocket
blasted off in the middle
of the night from NASA’s
Kennedy Space Center,
dispatching Intuitive
M a ch i n e s ’ lunar lander
on its way to the moon,
230,000 miles away.

The lander resembled
a stunning six-pointed
star jewel — each point a
leg — as it successfully
separated from the upper
stage and drifted off into
the black void with the
blue Earth far below.

If all goes well, a touch-
down attempt would
occur Feb. 22, after a day
in lunar orbit. Only five
countries — the U.S., Rus-
sia, China, India and
Japan — have scored a
lunar landing and no pri-
vate business has yet
done so. The U.S. has not
returned to the moon’s
surface since the Apollo

program ended more
than five decades ago.

“There have been a lot
of sleepless nights getting
ready for this,” I n t u i t ive
M a ch i n e s ’ c o - fo u n d e r
and chief executive Steve
Altemus said before the
fl i g h t .

The Houston-based
company aims to put its
14-foot tall, six-legged
lander down just 186
miles shy of the moon’s
south pole, equivalent to
landing within Antarc-
tica on Earth. This region
— full of treacherous
craters and cliffs, yet
potentially rich with
frozen water — is where
NASA plans to land astro-
nauts later this decade.

The space agency said its
six navigation and tech
experiments on the lan-
der can help smooth the
w ay.

NA S A’s first entry in
its commercial lunar
delivery service —
Astrobotic Technology’s
Peregrine lander — s t u m-
bled shortly after liftoff
in early January. A rup-
tured fuel tank and mas-
sive leak caused the
spacecraft to bypass the
moon and come tearing
back through the atmo-
sphere 10 days after
launching, breaking
apart and burning up
over the Pacific.

Others made it to the
moon before wrecking.

AP photo

A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket lifts off from pad 39A at
Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Fla.

E N T E RTA I N M E N T

Franklin from ‘Pea n ut s’ gets to
shine in the spotlight of special
Associated Press

NEW YORK — T he
mild-mannered Franklin
— the first Black character
in the “Pe a nu t s ” comic
strip — gets to shine in his
own animated Apple TV+
special this month in a
story about friendship.

Franklin is a newcomer
who bonds with Charlie
Brown and is welcomed to
the Peanuts universe in
“Snoopy Presents: Wel-
come Home, Franklin,”
which premieres on
F riday.

Co-writer Robb Arm-
strong, the cartoonist
behind the “Jump Start”
strip., says he’s building
on the blueprints that
“Pe a nu t s ” creator Charles
Schulz left. “W h e n eve r
you start with good ingre-
dients, you have to work
hard to make a bad cake
out of it,” he says.

Race is never explicitly
mentioned but Armstrong
and co-writer Scott Mont-
gomery make a subtle nod
when Franklin surveys
the kids in his new town
and remarks, “One thing
was for sure: There was a
lack of variety in this
p l a c e. ”

“I never wanted to come
off preachy or anything,
but it needed to be handled
in the same way that I han-
dled it in ‘Jump Start,’”

says Armstrong. “I don’t
come out and call people
anything. I let the char-
acters participate in a
problem solving process.”

The portrait of
Franklin that emerges is
of a boy who likes baseball
and outer space, is good
with his hands and listens
to Stevie Wonder, Little
Richard, James Brown
and John Coltrane.

When he arrives in
town, he’s tired of a life
constantly moving, since
his father’s military job
takes them from location
to location. “I have lived in
lot of different places but
none that I can call home,”
he says.

But his introduction to

the “Pe a nu t s ” gang ini-
tially goes poorly. He mis-
takes Lucy’s psychiatric
booth for a lemonade
stand and he freaks Linus
out by picking a pumpkin
from his patch. “If I didn’t
know better, I’d swear I
was in ‘The Twilight
Z o n e, ’” Franklin says.

“Every time he’s
moved, he’s had to learn
how to make friends quick
and that meant that he
d i d n’t feel he could ever be
his authentic self,” said
director and story editor
Raymond S. Persi. “So
when he comes to this
town, his normal tricks
d o n’t work because these
are kind of weird kids.”

Apple TV+ via AP

This image released by Apple TV+ shows Peanuts
characters Charlie Brown, right, and Franklin in a scene
from the animated special “Snoopy Presents: Welcome
Home, Franklin," premiering Friday.

BOOK

Stephen and Evie McGee Colbert
collaborate on cookbook
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Ste phen
Colber t’s next book is very
much about stirring the
pot.

Celadon Books
announced Thursday that
“The Late Show” host and
his wife, Evie McGee Col-
bert, have collaborated on
the cookbook “Does This
Taste Funny: Recipes Our
Family Loves,” to be pub-
lished on Sept. 17.

“We are so excited to
announce our new cook-
book, which we have been
working on together for
two years,” the Colberts

said in a statement
released through Celadon.
“We hope everyone enjoys
the recipes and stories. We
made it with love ... and an
enormous amount of
bu t t e r. ”

The book includes
more than 100 recipes,
from “Ste phen’s Kinder-
garten Soup” to “The Col-
bert Bump Cocktail,” with
an emphasis on the Low-
country cuisine of the Col-
ber ts’ native South
C a ro l i n a .

“Readers will also
enjoy the banter, reminis-
cences and stories, and the

gorgeous food photos and
informal at-home pictures
that fill the book, making
readers feel like they are
right there in the kitchen
with Evie, Stephen, their
children (and dog, Benny)
and the extended family
who are at the heart of the
Colber ts’ l ive s, ” C e l a d o n’s
announcement reads in
par t.

Stephen Colbert’s pre-
vious books include “I Am
America (And So Can
Yo u ! ) ” and “America
Again: Re-becoming the
Greatness We Never
We re n’t.”

Let us know what’s going on with
your business, club or team.
Email news tips, photos or

press releases to
DPNews@DominionPost.com

Questions: 304-291-9425

Want to see your news
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C OU RT S

Tr u m p ’s New York hush-money case will start
March 25. It’s the first of his criminal trials
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Donald
T r ump’s hush-money trial
will go ahead as scheduled
with jury selection start-
ing on March 25, a New
York judge ruled Thursday,
turning aside demands for
delay from the former
p re s i d e n t ’s defense
lawyers who argued it
would interfere with his
campaign to retake the
White House.

The decision means
that the first of Trump’s
four criminal prosecu-
tions to proceed to trial is a
case centered on years-old
accusations that he sought
to bury stories about extra-
marital affairs that arose
during his 2016 presiden-
tial run. Other cases
charge him with plotting
to overturn the results of
the 2020 election and ille-
gally hoarding classified
documents at his Florida
e s t at e.

In leaving the trial date
intact, Judge Juan Manuel
Merchan pointed to the
recent delay in the sepa-
rate prosecution in Wash-
ington related to efforts to
undo the election. That

case, originally set for trial
on March 4, has been effec-
tively frozen pending the
outcome of Trump’s
appeal on the legally
untested question of
whether a former presi-
dent enjoys immunity
from prosecution for
actions taken while in
of fice.

Noting that he had
resisted defense lawyer
urgings from months ago
to postpone the trial, Mer-
chan said: “I’m glad I took
that position because here

we are — the D.C. case did
not go forward.” He said he
decided to stick with the
trial date after speaking
last week with the judge in
the Washington trial,
Tanya Chutkan.

The hush money trial is
expected to last six weeks,
Merchan said.

Assuming the New York
case remains on schedule,
it will open just weeks
after the Super Tuesday
primaries, colliding on the
political calendar with a
time period in which

Trump will be looking to
sew up the Republican
race and emerge as the pre-
sumptive nominee in this
ye a r ’s presidential con-
test. His attorneys cited
that schedule in urging the
judge to reconsider the
March trial date.

“We strenuously object
to what is happening in
this courtroom,” said
defense lawyer Todd
Blanche, adding that “the
fact that we are now going
to spend, President Trump
is now going to spend, the
next two months working
on this trial instead of out
of on the campaign trial
running for president is
something that should not
happen in this country.”

Trump made a similar
case after leaving the
courtroom, telling
reporters that “instead of
being in South Carolina
and other states campaign-
ing, I’m stuck here,” he
said.

“We ’ll just have to fig-
ure it out,” he added. “I’ll
be here during the day and
I’ll be campaigning during
the night.”

Jefferson Siegel for The New York Times via AP

Donald Trump awaits the start of a hearing in New York
City Criminal Court.

WO R L D

Queen Camilla comes to the rescue
as Charles is treated for cancer
Associated Press

LONDON — What a dif-
ference a few decades can
m a ke.

Queen Camilla, once
seen as the scourge of the
House of Windsor, the
woman at the heart of King
Charles III’s doomed mar-
riage to the late Princess
Diana, has emerged as one
of the monarchy’s most
prominent emissaries.

With Charles and Kate,
the Princess of Wales, side-
lined by illness, Camilla
has stepped lightly into the
void, increasing her sched-
ule of appearances and tak-
ing on the all-important
role of keeping the royal
family in the public eye.

“It’s been a remarkable
transfor mation,” said
longtime royal commenta-
tor and former BBC cor-
respondent Michael Cole.
“And, I think, Camilla,
Queen Camilla, has cer-

tainly earned the respect
that she’s receiving. … She
has done a remarkably
good job.”

That has been espe-
cially important in recent
weeks as three of the royal
f amily’s most senior mem-
bers were forced to take
time off work.

The king has canceled
his public engagements
indefinitely after reveal-
ing that he is undergoing
treatment for an undis-
closed form of cancer. The
news comes as the royals
are missing the energetic
presence of Kate, who is
recovering from abdomi-
nal surgery. Prince
William also took time off
to support his wife, though
he is now back at work.

Camilla has helped pick
up the slack, demonstrat-
ing the importance of her
rehabilitation to Charles
and the royal family.

It took years for many

in Britain to forgive
Camilla, whose extramar-
ital affair with Charles tor-
pedoed his marriage to
Diana, known as “the Peo-
ple’s Princess.” The glam-
orous young mother of
Princes William and
Harry died in a Paris car
crash in 1997, five years
after her messy, public
split from Charles.

But the public mood has
softened since Charles
married the woman then
known as Camilla Parker
Bowles in 2005.

Camilla, 76, has taken
on roles at more than
100 charities, championing
issues that range from pro-
moting literacy to support-
ing victims of domestic
violence and helping the
e l d e rly.

With a down-to-Earth
style and self-deprecating
sense of humor, she even-
tually won over many
B r i t o n s.

In a speech at the For-
eign Press Association’s
annual awards dinner in
November, Camilla even
won over a room full of
reporters when she made a
wry reference to her some-
times tense relationship
with the media.

“There are journalists
in my family, and I have
even been the subject of
one or two stories myself
over the years,” she said to
laughter from the crowd.

But perhaps more
important, Camilla’s pres-
ence seems to have made
the king less distant, more
human.

Unlike earlier genera-
tions of royals who
skulked in and out of the
hospital alone, Charles left
his recent treatment with
Camilla by his side, pro-
viding the support most
people would expect from
their spouses. Of course
she would visit, why not?

N AT I O N

9 Los Angeles firefighters injured after
burning truck’s fuel tank explodes
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A
tr uck’s fuel tank exploded
early Thursday in a neigh-
borhood south of down-
town Los Angeles, sending
a fireball into the air and
injuring nine of the 10 fire-
fighters responding to the
blaze, including two crit-
ically, fire officials said.

All nine Los Angeles
firefighters were rushed to
Harbor-UCLA Medical
Center and were stabi-
lized, and one of the crit-
ical patients had to be intu-
bated and airlifted to a
burn unit at Los Angeles
General Medical Center,
said Dr. Molly Dean, a
trauma surgeon.

Of the others who were
injured, four suffered mod-
erate injuries and three
had minor injuries, Dean
said.

“Frankly, it’s remark-
able that none of them are
more severely injured
after watching the
foota g e,” Deane said.
“Most people should do
fairly well.”

The driver of the truck

escaped injury after notic-
ing something was awry
with the big rig’s tractor
and stepped away to call
911, officials said.

The tractor was fueled
by compressed natural gas
carried in two 100-gallon
tanks, one of which
exploded six minutes after
firefighters arrived on the
scene in Wilmington. The

neighborhood is 18 miles
south of downtown, near
the ports of Los Angeles
and Long Beach.

Deane spoke outside the
medical center at a news
conference with the fire
chief and Mayor Karen
Bass, who said it
was “a difficult day in
Los Angeles.”

TV news helicopter

video showed charred and
mangled parts of the truck
with a small flame still
burning along with dis-
carded firefighting gear
where the injured crew
members were initially
t re at e d .

“The ball of flame was
as high as these telephone
poles, and it actually did
explode one of the trans-
formers nearby,” fire Capt.
Erik Scott said, adding
that the second fuel tank
was “still off-gassing, and
therefore there’s a minor
t h re at . ”

The blast occurred adja-
cent to an industrial area
separated from a neighbor-
hood by a wide street and a
rail line. No homes were in
danger, Scott said, though
a large perimeter was set
up after the explosion, and
some 160 firefighters
re s p o n d e d .

“Today is a day, I think,
where all of us can take a
moment to recognize how
intrinsically dangerous
firefighting can be,” said
fire Chief Kristin Crowley.

AP photo

The tractor portion of a big rig, bottom right, is shown in
an aerial view in the Wilmington section of
Los Angeles.

NEWS BRIEFS
Associated Press

Catholic bishops
negotiated with cartel

MEXICO CITY — A
Roman Catholic bishop in
Mexico says he and three
other bishops met with
drug cartel bosses in a bid
to negotiate a possible
peace accord in the violent
southern state of Guer-
rero. President Andrés
Manuel López Obrador
said Thursday he
approved of such talks.
López Obrador said it
w a s n’t the first time
church leaders had held
such talks, and that they
have done so before in the
neighboring state of
Michoacan and in other
states. The bishop said the
talks failed, because the
cartels and drug gangs
d i d n’t want to stop fight-
ing for territory in Guer-
rero. Those turf battles
have shut down trans-
portation and led to
dozens of killings in recent
m o n t h s.

Ford to rethink where it
builds vehicles

DETROIT — Fo rd ’s top
executive says that last
f all’s contentious United
Auto Workers’ s t r i ke
changed the company’s
relationship with the
union to the point where it
will “think carefully”
about where it builds
future vehicles. CEO Jim
Farley told the Wolfe
Research Global Auto Con-
ference in New York
Thursday that the com-
pany always took pride in
its relationship with the
UAW, having avoided
strikes since the 1970s. But
last year, Ford’s highly
profitable factory in
Louisville, Kentucky, was
the first truck plant that
the UAW shut down with a
strike. Farley said as the
company looks at the tran-
sition from internal com-
bustion to electric vehi-
cles, “we have to think
carefully about our (man-
ufacturing) footprint.”

Power outages hit
Boston transit system

BOSTON — T housands
of commuters have been
left stranded around
Boston after power out-
ages hit several lines of
the beleaguered transit
service. The Mas-
sachusetts Bay Trans-
portation Authority took

to X, formerly known as
Twitter, around 7 a.m.
Thursday to say they were
working to resolve the
issue that was impacting
several lines critical to
helping commuters get to
work in Boston. Power was
restored several hours
later. The power outages
are the latest problem to
hit the transit service.
Fare gates will be open at
subway stations on all four
rapid transit lines for the
afternoon commute from
3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday.

Ben Affleck inspired
J.Lo’s new album

LOS ANGELES —
Throughout her career,
Jennifer Lopez has been
praised as an epochal, pro-
lific and hard-working
artist. One adjective not
often associated with the
pop icon-turned-actor and
producer, however, is self-
deprecating. But as she
readies to drop her first
studio album in a decade,
Lopez is performing a
kind of fictionalized mea
culpa about her past
romantic relationships in
her “narrative-driven cin-
ematic odyssey,” “This is
Me…Now: A Love Story,”
hitting Prime Video on
Friday in tandem with the
a l bu m ’s release. Lopez
tells The Associated Press
she had to fight for the
movie, but she hopes view-
ers take away their own
lessons from it.

Massive landslide in
Southern California

DANA POINT, Calif. —
A massive landslide on a
coastal bluff has left a
Southern California man-
sion on the edge of a cliff.
But authorities have deter-
mined that the ocean-view
home and neighboring res-
idences are not in imme-
diate danger. The slide
occurred last week in the
city of Dana Point after
back-to-back drenching
storms that also caused
numerous mud and debris
flows throughout the
region. The city’s building
inspector has assessed the
residential structures. And
a geotechnical engineer
has observed the slide site
and determined that no
further action is necessary.
But the city says that out
of an abundance of cau-
tion, it has recommended
that the property owner
get a professional engi-
neering assessment.

DominionPost.com
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 Fri. Sat.
Lake Yest. Change

Temperature

Precipitation
Showers
T-storms
Rain
Flurries
Snow
Ice

Shown 
are noon 
positions 

of weather 
systems and 

precipitation. 
Temperature 

bands are 
highs for the 

day.

Cold
Warm

Stationary

Fronts

 Major Minor Major Minor

Five-day forecast indicates peak feeding times for � sh 
and game.

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W 

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, 
t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow fl urries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Monongahela

 7 a.m. 24-hour

Fld: � ood stage. Prs: stage in feet at 7 a.m. yesterday. Chg:
change in previous 24 hours. M: missing.

River Stages

 Fld. Prs. Chg.

MOUNTAINS

Mansfi eld

Columbus

Parkersburg

Charleston

Huntington

Beckley

Elkins

Cumberland

Pittsburgh

Wheeling

Akron

Altoona

Martinsburg

Morgantown

Fairmont

Clarksburg

Grafton

Kingwood

33/20

36/23

33/21
37/23

38/24

41/23

47/28

47/28

44/24

41/25

44/28

37/24

44/31

40/25

41/27

39/25

41/25

38/24

West Virginia: Today: mainly 
cloudy; snow at night into the 
morning can lead to slippery 
travel. 3-6 inches of snow to-
night; snow can make roads and 
sidewalks slippery, causing travel 
disruptions. Shown is today's weather. 

Temperatures are today's highs 
and tonight's lows.

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2024

First Full Last New

Feb 16 Feb 24 Mar 3 Mar 10
Fri.: 5:04 a.m. 11:17 a.m. 5:31 p.m. 11:44 p.m.

Sat.: 5:57 a.m. 12:10 p.m. 6:24 p.m. ----

Sun.: 6:48 a.m. 12:35 a.m. 7:16 p.m. 1:02 p.m.

Mon.: 7:38 a.m. 1:25 a.m. 8:05 p.m. 1:51 p.m.

Tue.: 8:26 a.m. 2:13 a.m. 8:52 p.m. 2:39 p.m.

Beckley, WV 44/24/pc 28/17/sn
Charleston, WV 47/28/c 33/20/pc
Columbus, OH 36/23/sn 30/22/pc
Cumberland, MD 44/28/pc 33/20/sf
Fairmont, WV 40/25/pc 33/19/c
Grafton, WV 41/25/c 32/18/c
Huntington, WV 47/28/r 37/22/pc
Kingwood, WV 38/24/pc 29/16/sn
Pittsburgh, PA 37/23/c 31/21/c
Wheeling, WV 38/24/c 31/21/c

Cheat Lake   869.25 +1.98
Deep Creek, MD   2457.77 -0.05
Jennings Randolph   1452.66 +1.15
Stonewall Jackson   1070.17 +0.32
Tygart   1062.57 +16.06
Youghiogheny   1425.82 +0.02

Morgantown  22 10.21 -0.90

Morgantown through 4 p.m. � ursday

High/low  ...........................................  59°/24°
Normal high/low  ...............................  43°/22°
Record high  ................................. 73° in 2023
Record low  ..................................  -5° in 1899

Sunrise today  ..................................  7:12 a.m.
Sunset tonight  ................................  5:57 p.m.
Moonrise today  ............................  10:53 a.m.
Moonset today  ...............................  1:09 a.m.

39° 31°

25° 20°

42°

23°

48°

23°

56°

34° 

TODAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY

Partly sunny; colder; snow at 
night, 1-3"

Mostly cloudy and colder Windy with times of clouds 
and sun

Mostly sunny and milder Mild with intervals of clouds 
and sunshine

24 hrs ending 4 p.m. � ursday  ..............  Trace
Month to date  ......................................  1.09"
Year to date  ..........................................  5.99"

 New Base Trails
Ski Area snow (in) (in) Open

Snow reports provided by OnTheSnow.com

Canaan Valley   0 24-42 24

Seven Springs, PA   0 0-18 29

Snowshoe/Silver Creek   0 0-45 61

Timberline Four Seasons   0 20-40 19

Wisp, MD   5 14-18 17

A L M A N AC TV LISTINGS
Associated Press

Today is Friday,
Feb. 16, the 47th day of
2024. There are 319 days
left in the year.
Highlight:

In 1959, Fidel Castro became
premier of Cuba a month and
a-half after the overthrow of
Fulgencio Batista.

On this date:

In 1945, American troops
landed on the island of Cor-
regidor in the Philippines dur-
ing World War II.

In 1960, the nuclear-powered
radar picket submarine USS
Triton departed New London,
Connecticut, on the first sub-
merged circumnavigation by a
vessel.

In 2001, the United States
and Britain staged air strikes
against radar stations and air
defense command centers in
Iraq.

In 2017, in the first full-length
news conference of his pres-
idency, Donald Trump
denounced what he called the
“criminal” leaks that took
down his top national security
adviser, Michael Flynn.

Today’s birthdays:
Jazz/pop singer-actor Peggy
King is 94. Actor William Katt
is 73. Actor LeVar Burton is
67. Actor-rapper Ice-T is 66.
International Tennis Hall of
Famer John McEnroe is 65.
Rock musician Andy Taylor is
63. Rock musician Dave Lom-
bardo (Slayer) is 59. Actor
Sarah Clarke is 53. Olympic
gold medal runner Cathy Free-
man is 51. Actor Mahershala
Ali is 50. Rapper Lupe Fiasco
is 42. Actor Chloe Wepper is
38. Pop-rock singer Ryan
Follese (Hot Chelle Rae)
is 37.

Efforts to connect
are met by silence
DEAR ABBY: I am
engaged to an amazing
guy. During our first
year, his family was
great to me. However,
things have changed.
When my fiance and I
are around them, they
just wave and have little
to say to me, if they say
anything at all. They
never call or text me; I’m
always the one to do it
first.

My fiance is very sup-
portive. He tells me
things will get better and
tries to make me feel bet-
ter about it, but I’m
starting to get the
impression they don’t
like me.If you have any
advice, please share. —
UNLIKED IN KEN-
TUCKY

DEAR UNLIKED: If
you and your fiance have
a good relationship, stop
obsessing about his fam-
ily. They may have made
a fuss over you in the
beginning because you
were “n ew. ” Now a year
has passed, and the nov-
elty has worn off. I’m
sorry your relationship
with his family hasn’t
turned out to be what
you envisioned it would
be, but life can be like
t h at .

DEAR ABBY: My step-
son, who had bipolar II,
died by suicide a year
and a half ago when we
were away. This was my
husband’s youngest,
and he lived with us for

12 years. I grew quite
fond of him, but I
w a s n’t with him for the
first 18 years of his life.

He had a heart attack
five months to the day
after his son’s suicide
and then open-heart
surgery. As my friend
said after visiting him
yesterday, that’s depres-
sion to the nth degree.
He doesn’t see the need
for therapy, and he hates
extra medication. What
can I do? — CON -
CERNED FOR HIM IN
TEXAS

DEAR CONCERNED:
Explain that you have a
strong suspicion his
recent heart attack may
have been connected to
the tragic loss of his son.

If your husband is
adamant about not get-
ting grief counseling, tell
him you are joining a
grief support group, and
you need him to accom-
pany you because you
love him.

JEANNE PHILLIPS writes “Dear
Abby” under the pseudonym
Abigail Van Buren. Write Dear
Abby at DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

JEANNE PHILLIPS

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r
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BY CODY NESPOR
CNespor@DominionPost.com

KINGWOOD — If Thursday’s
game between the University and
Preston girls’ basketball teams
had been played only in the half-
court, the Knights might have felt
pretty good about their chances of
winning.

Unfortunately, the teams
played the full length of the court,
where University’s (12-10) full-
court press barely allowed Pre-
ston (10-12) to get into its half-
court offense en route to a
70-32 blowout win.

“We would do things and it
would work and then for some

reason, we would stop doing it for
a couple of plays,” Preston coach
Brian Miller said. “And then we
would start doing it again and it
would work and then we’d stop
ag ain.”

Despite the loss, the entire Pre-
ston High community got good
news before the game when
Miller announced that junior
Camryn Sypolt, who has been in
the hospital since getting in an
automobile accident last Friday,
was progressing well.

“Her progression’s great
according to what the doctors
have said,” Miller said. “She’s
ahead of schedule so we’re hoping

for the best of the situation.”
Miller took time before the

game to thank all those both in
Preston County and beyond who
had reached out with well wishes
over the past six days.

“It’s been a long week,” Miller
said. “Friday was a long day when
it happened, all day not knowing
how that was going to play out
and then Saturday was long. Sun-
day things got a little bit better
and a couple of the girls had got-
ten to talk to her.”

After Miller delivered the good
news, the teams tipped off what
was both of their regular-season

High pressure leads University to big
win at Preston in regular-season finale

GIRLS’ BA S K E T BA L L

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

University’s Ashlyn Weaver (1) steals the ball from Preston’s Hallie
Simmons (0) on Thursday.

BY JUSTIN JACKSON
JJackson@DominionPost.com

The questions will begin to get
answered at 6:30 p.m. today, as the
WVU baseball team travels to the
state of Florida to begin a four-
game series against Stetson.

How will teams pitch to WVU
star J.J. Wetherholt? Will teams
even pitch to him at all?

“Can teams pitch around me,
yeah, I guess they can try to,”
Wetherholt said. “For me, it will
be a cool learning standpoint. A
big thing is if teams are hesitant
to give me stuff to hit, I’ve just got
to patient and take the walk. It
would be growth for me as a hitter
to take the walk.”

And this is where the strategy
comes into play for WVU head
coach Randy Mazey.

The common baseball strategy
today is to bat your best hitter
third or fourth in the lineup to
maximize that player’s ability to
drive in runs.

Maz ey’s idea is to keep batting
Wetherholt first, even though
Wetherholt led the Mountaineers
with 16 home runs last season.

“It’s crazy these days in base-
ball, because you can literally
submit nine names into a com-
puter and there is some program
that submits back the perfect
l i n e u p, ” Mazey said. “They can’t
measure how the crowd reacts
when J.J. steps into the box and
the energy that gives you to start
a game.”

It also may not calculate the
damage Wetherholt can do to the
scoreboard with his legs.

On top of his hitting — Wether -
holt led the nation with a .449 bat-
ting average last season — he also
led the Big 12 with 36 stolen bases.

“If people want to pitch around
J.J. to start a game, we’ll take
t h at , ” Mazey said. “The experts
will tell you not to put your best
hitter in that spot, but I want the
energy in the stadium to be at an
all-time high when that guy steps
into the plate.”

A leadoff walk to Wetherholt
can turn into a double with a

J.J. Wetherholt,
WVU open
season on the
road with
potential to show
off some power

COLLEGE SPORTS

STRONG SHOWING

SPORTS EDITOR: Cody Nespor 304-291-9410 EMAIL: Sports@DominionPost.com TWITTER: DomPostSportsC O N N EC T

SEE WVU, B-2

b oy s ’ side to qualify for the
finals, with each doing so in the
100-yard butterfly event.

Daniel Hammer, a senior,
raced in the consolation final
and finished first in the race
with a time of 54.30. His younger
brother Christian Hammer, just
a sophomore, took home fourth
overall in the championship
final with a time of 51.57.

“Super pleased with the Ham-
mer boys today, obviously,” Eric
Householder said. “Our relay

d i d n’t finish how we wanted but
I’m still proud of the effort and
we will be back for day two
tomor row.”

For the Hawks, three of the
four swimmers who entered pre-
lims qualified for the final heats
in the evening session.

Junior Nate Lindsay com-
peted in the consolation heat of
the 200-yard medley, finishing
first in the race with a time of
2:05.62, good enough for seventh
overall in the state. He also fin-

ished sixth overall in the cham-
pionship finals of the 100-yard
freestyle race.

Senior Maddie McCoy qual-
ified for the consolation finals of
the 50-yard freestyle, taking
third in the heat at 26.51. They
would also qualify for the cham-
pionship heat of the 100-yard
freestyle race and finish sixth
overall posting a 57.72.

Senior Haley Kramer took

MHS and UHS
both pleased after
1st day of state
swim meet
BY MICHAEL GRIFFITH
Sports@DominionPost.com

The 2024 WVSSAC state swim-
ming championships got under-
way Thursday inside the WVU
swimming and diving complex at
Mylan Aquatic Center with day
one of the two-day meet.

The morning session saw
teams compete in preliminary
races with hopes of qualifying for
the championship finals later in
the evening session.

Out of 12 preliminary events,
one of either Morgantown or Uni-
versity High Schools was repre-
sented by a boy or a girl in the
pool in 10 of those races.

The Mohigans began the day
with the girls’ 200-yard medley
relay team of seniors Delaney
Householder and Lillian Lin-
scheid, sophomore Avery House-
holder and freshman Samantha
Lindquist qualifying third in pre-
lims with a time of 1:58.90. They
improved on that time in the
championship final and finished
as the state runner-up with a final
time of 1:58.31.

“We were pretty pleased with
our effort as a team today,” MHS
coach Eric Householder said. “We
had some girls who just missed
the threshold of top-12 in their
races, Avery qualified tenth in the
200 free and finished in fifth in the
final which was incredible and
Lillian was strong in third.”

Linscheid and Avery House-
holder each qualified for the
championship final in the 200-
yard freestyle event. Linscheid
finished third overall with a time
of 2:00.04, while the younger
Householder took fifth at 2:08.56.

The older Householder, senior
Delaney, dominated the 200-yard
individual medley out of the gate
and finished as the state cham-
pion with a final time of 2:08.05.
She left zero doubt from the
moment the race began on her
way to her first individual state
title victory.

“Super proud of Laney for her
effort today and I’m glad she can
finally get over that hump and get
her first one,” coach and father
Eric Householder said, “She was
always behind some great older
swimmers and has finally been
able to break through.”

Daniel and Christian Hammer
were the lone swimmers from the

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

Top photo, Morgantown’s Christian Hammer competes in the boys 100-yard butterfly at the state swim
meet Thursday evening. Below, University’s Nate Lindsay competes.

SEE SWIM, B-2

SEE FINALE, B-3
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S C O R E B OA R D

C ALENDAR
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16

BOYS BASKETBALL
Trinity Christian at Petersburg, 7:30 p.m.
Bridgeport at University, 7:30 p.m.
Tyler Consolidated at Clay-Battelle

HIGH SCHOOL SWIMMING
WVSSAC State Swim Meet at MylanPark Aquatic Center
Preliminaries: 9:45 a.m.
Finals: 4:45 p.m.

COLLEGE BASEBALL
WVU at Stetson, 6:30 p.m.

AAU BASKETBALL
Best Virginia AAU
basketball tryouts

BOYS: 4th-6th grade, 5-7
p.m., Feb. 27 at Mylan
Park.

BOYS: 7th-8th grade,
5:30-7:30 p.m., March
4 at Mylan Park.

GIRLS: 5th-8th grade,

5:30-7:30 p.m., March
5 at Mylan Park.

HIGH SCHOOL: boys and
girls grades 9-11, 5:30-
7:30 p.m., March 17 at
Mylan Park.

MORE INFO: bestvirginia
youngstars.leagueapps
.com

ON TV
AUTO RACING

3 p.m.: FS1 — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series: Qualifying, Daytona
International Speedway, Daytona Beach, Fla.
4:30 p.m.: FS1 — NASCAR Xfinity Series: Practice, Daytona International
Speedway, Daytona Beach, Fla.
5:30 p.m.: FS1 — NASCAR Cup Series: Practice, Daytona International
Speedway, Daytona Beach, Fla.
7:30 p.m.: FS1 — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series: The Fresh From
Florida 250, Daytona International Speedway, Daytona Beach, Fla.

BEACH SOCCER (MEN’S)
6:20 a.m.: FS2 — 2024 FIFA World Cup Group Stage: Colombia vs. Japan,
Group C, Dubai, United Arab Emirates
7:50 a.m.: FS2 — 2024 FIFA World Cup Group Stage: Portugal vs. Mexico,
Group D, Dubai, United Arab Emirates
10:20 a.m.: FS2 — 2024 FIFA World Cup Group Stage: Senegal vs. Belarus,
Group C, Dubai, United Arab Emirates
11:50 a.m.: FS2 — 2024 FIFA World Cup Group Stage: Brazil vs. Oman,
Group D, Dubai, United Arab Emirates
6:20 a.m. (Saturday): FS2 — 2024 FIFA World Cup Group Stage: Italy vs.
Egypt, Group A, Dubai, United Arab Emirates

BOXING
9 p.m.: ESPN — Top Rank Main Card: O’Shaquie Foster vs. Abraham
Nova (Super-Featherweights), New York

COLLEGE BASEBALL
3 p.m.: MLBN — 2024 MLB Desert Invitational: Boston College vs. Ohio
St., Scottsdale, Ariz.
8 p.m.: MLBN — 2024 MLB Desert Invitational: Kansas St. vs. California,
Scottsdale, Ariz.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL (MEN’S)
7 p.m.: CBSSN — Villanova at Georgetown
ESPN2 — VCU at Saint Louis
ESPNU — Manhattan at Iona
9 p.m.: ESPNU — Ohio at Toledo
10 p.m.: FS1 — New Mexico at San Diego St.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL (WOMEN’S)
8 p.m.: PAC-12N — Colorado at Utah
10 p.m.: PAC-12N — UCLA at Oregon St.

COLLEGE GYMNASTICS (WOMEN’S)
7 p.m.: ACCN — Pittsburgh at North Carolina
SECN — Florida at Missouri
9 p.m.: SECN — Auburn at LSU

COLLEGE HOCKEY (MEN’S)
9 p.m.: CBSSN — Denver at Minn. Duluth

COLLEGE SOFTBALL
10 a.m.: ESPNU — Shriners Children’s Clearwater Invitational: Georgia
vs. Oklahoma St., Clearwater, Fla.
12 p.m.: SECN — Shriners Children’s Clearwater Invitational: North-
western vs. LSU, Clearwater, Fla.
1 p.m.: ESPNU — Shriners Children’s Clearwater Invitational: Florida St.
vs. UCLA, Clearwater, Fla.
2 p.m.: ACCN — Shriners Children’s Clearwater Invitational: UCF vs.
North Carolina, Clearwater, Fla.
3 p.m.: ESPN2 — Shriners Children’s Clearwater Invitational: Tennessee
vs. Stanford, Clearwater, Fla.
9 p.m.: ESPN2 — Shriners Children’s Clearwater Invitational: Stanford vs.
Texas, Clearwater, Fla.

GOLF
5 a.m.: GOLF — Ladies European Tour: The Aramco Saudi Ladies Inter-
national, Second Round, Riyadh Golf Club, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
12 p.m.: GOLF — PGA Tour Champions: The Chubb Classic, First Round,
Tiburon Golf Club - Black Course, Naples, Fla.
4 p.m.: GOLF — PGA Tour: The Genesis Invitational, Second Round,
Riviera Golf Course, Pacific Palisades, Calif.
5:30 a.m. (Saturday): GOLF — Ladies European Tour: The Aramco Saudi
Ladies International, Third Round, Riyadh Golf Club, Riyadh, Saudi Ara-
bia

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL (BOY’S)
5:30 p.m.: ESPNU — Wasatch Academy (Utah) vs. Sunrise Christian
(Kan.)

LACROSSE (MEN’S)
5:30 p.m.: ESPN2 — PLL Championship Series: California vs. Philadel-
phia, Round Robin, Springfield, Va.

NBA
7 p.m.: ESPN — NBA All-Star Friday: Ruffles NBA All-Star 2024 Celebrity
Game, Indianapolis
9 p.m.: TNT — NBA All-Star Rising Stars Game: Semifinals and Final,
Indianapolis
TRUTV — NBA All-Star Rising Stars Game: Semifinals and Final, Indi-
anapolis (Alternate Cast)

NHL
9 p.m.: NHLN — Carolina at Arizona

RUGBY (MEN’S)
1:50 a.m. (Saturday): FS2 — NRL: Canberra at Parramatta

SOCCER (MEN’S)
1 p.m.: CBSSN — Serie A: Lecce at Torino

TENNIS
7 a.m.: TENNIS — Doha-WTA Semifinals; Rotterdam-ATP, Buenos Aires-
ATP, Delray Beach-ATP Quarterfinals

stolen base.
“Then I can score on a

base hit,” Wetherholt said.
Which, in Mazey’s mind,

makes the guy batting
behind Wetherholt the
most important hitter in
WVU lineup.

Against Stetson today,
that will be sophomore
Logan Sauve, who has
made some big impressions
in the offseason with his
improved hitting.

“Logan has had a ridicu-
lous fall,” Wetherholt said.
“He was pretty much neck-
and-neck with me in every
hitting category in the fall,
which is amazing to see. It
did kind of remind me what
happened to me last year in
the fall.”

Wetherholt has no power
how opposing pitchers elect
to pitch to him. What
Mazey said he can do is
manage expectations.

“Your goals need to be
just to exceed expecta-

t i o n s, ” Mazey said. “If J.J. is
trying to go out and hit .500
this year, he’s going to be
disappointed. No one has
ever done that.

“He just needs to be real-
istic. If he hits .420 this year,
t h at ’s a great year. You can
look at it two ways. It wasn’t
as good as last year, but who
wo u l d n’t want to hit .420?”

The Mountaineers will

have a different look than
the team that won 40 games
and a share of the Big 12
title last season.

Is Sauve and fellow
sophomores Skylar King
and Ellis Garcia take a leap
in development, then they
can connect Wetherholt to
power hitter Grant Hussey
(25 career home runs) in
what could be a power-hit-

ting lineup.
WVU’s pitching rotation

is also filled with powerful
arms with lots of velocity.

Guys like Maxx Yehl,
Gavin Van Kempen, Carson
Estridge, David Hagaman
and Robby Porco were
hard-throwing freshmen
last year.

Aidan Major was also a
hard-throwing sophomore.

Problem was they all
struggled with control, and
you weren’t sure where the
ball was going all the time.

If they are able to find
their control, WVU suddenly
has a much different look
than it had last season.

“We do have more power
ar ms,” Wetherholt said.
“It’s a cool shift, for sure.
You think we could have
more dominant pitching
performances, more strike-
outs, but you never know.

“I think we have a chance
to be really well-balanced on
both sides of the ball. We
have a chance to hit for a lot
of power and good average.
The pitching has looked
really good, too.”

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

West Virginia’s J.J. Wetherholt (27) will play his first college
game at shortstop, as the Mountaineers travel to Stetson
for a four-game series to open the 2024 season.
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As the Penguins retire his jersey, Jagr at 52 is
still going strong on his Czech hometown team
Associated Press

KLADNO, Czech Repub-
lic — The legendary mullet
is gone. He’s not as quick as
he used to be. And yet the
way Jaromir Jagr moves on
the ice belies his age and
evokes memories of his
glory days in the NHL.

Strong on the puck,
tough to beat by the boards,
precise in his passing and
always in the right place to
get involved in the play –
Jagr, who turns 52 on
Thursday, showed many of
his resolute skills in a
recent training session
with his hometown club
Kladno, for which he serves
in dual roles as player and
ow n e r.

In his 36th season as a
professional ice hockey
player, Jagr will take a
short break from the
Czech league this week
and travel to Pittsburgh,
where he made his name
in the NHL and where his
No. 68 Penguins jersey
will be retired at a cer-
emony on Sunday. Then
it’s quickly back to the
Czech Republic to prepare
for the next game with the
Kladno Knights, who are
struggling in last place in
the domestic league after
a 17-game losing streak.

“The major issue is that
(playing) is more demand-
ing physically at my age,”
Jagr told The Associated
Press in a rare interview
after practice in Kladno. “If
you want to play at a cer-
tain level you have to pre-
pare, go to training, and the
process of recovery is much
long er.”

He said a sense of obli-
gation for the team, which
will almost certainly face a
playoff to avoid relegation
from the Czech league, is
what keeps him going.

“A responsibility to the
fans, a responsibility to the
town, a responsibility to
the club, that’s all,” Jag r
said, seated in a skybox
overlooking the rink at
Kladno’s recently reno-
vated arena.

Kladno, a former coal-
mining town with a pop-
ulation of about 70,000 just
west of the Czech capital,
Prague, used to be a hockey
powerhouse in Cold War-
era Czechoslovakia. Local
players made it to the NHL
including Frantisek
Kaberle Jr., Tomas Kaberle
and Jakub Voracek. But no
one made it bigger than

Jagr, who won two Stanley
Cups with the Penguins
and amassed more points
in the NHL than anyone
except Wayne Gretzky.

Jagr was 16 when he
debuted for Kladno on Sept.
13, 1988. He scored his first
goal against Pardubice the
following month, beating
another future NHL star,
goaltender Dominik
Hasek.

He arrived in Pitts-
burgh as a well-mulleted
and somewhat mysterious
teenager in the fall of 1990,
realizing his dream of
playing alongside Pen-
guins superstar Mario
Lemieux.

Jagr won the Calder Tro-
phy as the NHL top rookie
in 1991 while helping the
Penguins win their first
Stanley Cup. Pittsburgh
won it again the following
year, with Jagr scoring the
tying goal late in the third
period of Game 1 of the final
against Chicago, seven sec-
onds of brilliance that
Lemieux called one of the
greatest goals he’s ever
seen.

There would be many
more goals — 766 of them in
the regular season, fourth
all-time — as part of a stag-
gering 1,921 points, five Art
Ross Trophies given to the
league leading scorer and
one Hart Trophy in 1999 as
the NHL most valuable
p l aye r.

After nearly 11 years in
Pittsburgh, the financially
stressed Penguins traded
him to rival Washington in
2001. He spent the next 16
years essentially as an NHL
vagabond, piling up points
but unable to find a place
where he could reproduce
the postseason magic that
defined his early days in
P i t t s bu r g h .

The second half of his
NHL career included a
brief flirtation with a
return to the Penguins in
2011 only to sign with rival
Philadelphia. His last stop
in the NHL was the Calgary
Flames which released him
in 2018.

After three decades
abroad, Jagr returned to
Kladno to finish his career
where it started. His father,
a businessman, stepped in
to rescue the team during
the turbulent transition
from communism to a mar-
ket economy in the 1990s,
when its main sponsor, the
local steelworks, faced
bankr uptcy.

Jagr runs the team and
plays for it — and he seems
to prefer the latter.
Despite the physical toll of
playing top-level hockey
as a fiftysomething, he
said it offers a welcome
break from chasing spon-
sors and dealing with
other administrative
challeng es.

“For me, it’s more like
going there to get some rest
on the ice, to relax, to hide
from all other problems,”
he said. “At trainings I can
think about something dif-
ferent and forget about the
problems I have to deal
with.”

Jag r’s dedication
impresses his teammates.

“When I leave the arena
after the morning train-
ing,” Kladno forward
Jaromir Pytlik said, “he’s
the last one to leave. And
when I arrive in the after-
noon, he’s already there.
Sometimes I think he must
sleep there.”

Michael Frolik, a
Kladno native who was
with the Flames
during Jagr’s last NHL
season, called Jagr’s com-

mitment “u n b e l i evabl e. ”
“He’s one of the greatest

who played the game, and
it’s great especially for the
young guys to watch how he
trains and what he does,”
Frolik said. “It’s hard to
believe what he still can
d o. ”

The city of Kladno gave
Jagr an honorary title after
he helped the Czech Repub-
lic win the Olympic gold in
Nagano in 1998, and he is
revered by local fans, who
chant his name at home
games. His portrait is
alongside other local greats
on a banner behind one of
the goals.

While the team’s poor
results have prompted
some questions about
Jag r’s performance as
Kladno’s owner, fans are
delighted to see him on the
ice, even though he’s pick-
ing up points at a slower
rate these days – fo u r
assists in 15 games so far
this season.

“Jaromir Jagr is a sym-
bol of an absolute commit-
ment to sport,” Kamil
Stipek, a Kladno supporter
wearing Jagr’s No. 68 jer-
sey, said at a recent home
game. “It was clear to him
from a very young age what
he wanted to do, and he
sacrificed everything to
achieve it. For me, he’s a
Czech Gordie Howe.”

Jagr eclipsed the Cana-
dian great as the player
with the most goals after
turning 40. Howe retired
from the NHL in 1980 when
he was 52 years, 11 days.
Jagr will reach that age in
two weeks, but said he isn’t
yet ready to quit playing
hockey — even as his jersey
is raised to the rafters in
P i t t s bu r g h .

That will be a “hug e
h o n o r, ” Jagr said, though
he stressed that he always
played hockey “because I
love it,” not because of tro-
phies and individual acco-
l a d e s.

“I consider it a bonus to
my career. Of course, I’m
aware that as soon as you
stop playing, the world
moves forward and new
waves of players come and
people forget,” Jagr said.
“But perhaps because of
this, when people come to
see a game in Pittsburgh in
10 or 20 years, they will look
up and see that a Jaromir
Jagr used to play there.”

AP photo

Jaromir Jagr, of Kladno Knights, arrives for the first Czech
hockey league match against Ceske Budejovice in Kladno,
Czech Republic, Jan. 21, 2024.

home 12th overall in the
100-yard butterfly with a
time of 1:13.58.

“This morning we
came in and were hoping
to get everyone into the
finals of their event, and
we did so for everybody
but one swimmer,” UHS
coach Nicolle Davis said.
“Even the one that didn’t
qualify swam very well in
his first state meet. He

will be back tomorrow to
make the finals again. Our
seniors are going out well
and they both made finals
in their senior year at
states. I couldn’t be more
proud. We want them to
rest tonight and be ready
to come out and do what
they aimed to do today,
which is leaving every-
thing in the water.”

Day two of the 2024 WVS-
SAC state swim meet will
begin with warmups at 8:30
a.m. with the first event
being scheduled for 9:45.

SWIM
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PRO HOCKEY
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
ATLANTIC DIVISION

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Florida 54 35 15 4 74 176 133
Boston 54 32 12 10 74 181 142
To r o n t o 52 28 16 8 64 184 166
Tampa Bay 54 29 20 5 63 185 177
Detroit 52 27 19 6 60 184 172
Montreal 53 22 23 8 52 150 187
B u ff a l o 53 23 26 4 50 155 164
Ottawa 50 22 26 2 46 170 181

METROPOLITAN DIVISION
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

N . Y.
Rangers

53 34 16 3 71 172 147

Carolina 52 30 17 5 65 173 153
Philadel-
phia

55 29 19 7 65 164 159

New Jersey 53 27 22 4 58 177 182
N . Y.
Islanders

53 22 18 13 57 155 177

Wa s h i n g t o n 52 23 21 8 54 127 164
Pittsburgh 50 23 20 7 53 146 136
Columbus 52 16 26 10 42 153 194

WESTERN CONFERENCE
CENTRAL DIVISION
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Dallas 53 33 14 6 72 196 161
Colorado 54 33 17 4 70 202 172
Wi n n i p e g 51 32 14 5 69 152 117
St. Louis 52 28 22 2 58 152 160
Nashville 53 27 24 2 56 160 168
Minnesota 53 25 23 5 55 162 173
Arizona 52 23 25 4 50 153 163
Chicago 53 14 36 3 31 111 187

PACIFIC DIVISION
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Va n c o u v e r 54 36 12 6 78 199 141
Ve g a s 53 31 16 6 68 172 146
Edmonton 49 31 17 1 63 174 138
Los Angeles 51 25 16 10 60 158 140
Seattle 54 23 21 10 56 149 155
Calgary 53 25 23 5 55 163 163
Anaheim 53 19 32 2 40 137 181
San Jose 52 14 33 5 33 107 200

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each division
and two wild cards per conference advance to
p l a y o ff s .

WEDNESDAY'S GAMES
Winnipeg 1, San Jose 0
Florida 5, Pittsburgh 2
Minnesota 3, Arizona 1

THURSDAY'S GAMES
Seattle 4, Boston 1
Los Angeles 2, New Jersey 1
Florida 4, Buffalo 0
Anaheim 5, Ottawa 1
Toronto 4, Philadelphia 3, OT
Colorado at Tampa Bay, night
Montreal at N.Y. Rangers, night
Dallas at Nashville, night
Edmonton at St. Louis, night
Pittsburgh at Chicago, night
San Jose at Calgary, night
Detroit at Vancouver, night

TODAY'S GAMES
Carolina at Arizona, 9 p.m.

SATURDAY'S GAMES
Los Angeles at Boston, 12:30 p.m.
Edmonton at Dallas, 3 p.m.
Ottawa at Chicago, 3 p.m.
Detroit at Calgary, 4 p.m.
Buffalo at Minnesota, 5 p.m.
Florida at Tampa Bay, 5 p.m.
Nashville at St. Louis, 5 p.m.
Anaheim at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Washington at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia vs. New Jersey at MetLife Sta-
dium, 8 p.m.
Winnipeg at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Carolina at Vegas, 10:30 p.m.
Columbus at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.

SUNDAY'S GAMES
N.Y. Rangers vs. N.Y. Islanders at MetLife
Stadium, 3 p.m.
Arizona at Colorado, 6 p.m.
Los Angeles at Pittsburgh, 6 p.m.

Let us know what’s going on
with your business, club or

team. Email news tips,
photos or press releases to
DPNews@DominionPost.com

Questions: 304-291-9425

Want to see your news
in The Dominion Post?
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All-Star weekend arrives in Indianapolis, a
1st-time event for some, a 21st-time event for LeBron
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — We l -
come back, LeBron James.
Welcome for the first time,
Paolo Banchero, Scottie
Barnes, Jalen Brunson
and Tyrese Maxey.

All-Star weekend in
Indianapolis is here, with
some familiar names, some
new faces, a nod to nos-
talgia and a bit of unwind-
ing for everyone before the
stretch run of the season.
Most of the 54 players who
will be part of the week-
end’s on-court festivities —
and quite a few more are
coming as well — be gan
arriving on Thursday.

For James, it’s his 21st
All-Star weekend in his 21
NBA seasons. He didn’t
make the All-Star Game as
a rookie; he made the
weekend as part of the
rookie game. He’s made
every All-Star Game since,
now the first player to be
picked for the showcase in
20 different seasons.
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar was
a 19-time selection.

“I’m humbled and very
blessed, obviously,” Ja m e s
said. “I don’t take it for
granted, being an All-Star.
The fact that I still get to
represent this franchise,
one, my family — which is
most important, my family
name on the back of the
jersey, that’s very impor-
tant to me when it comes to
acknowledgement and
accolades and things of
that nature — and also the
fans, who’ve been down
with me for the last two
d e c a d e s - p l u s. ”

There is something for
everyone. There are all the
traditional NBA on-court
events — the Rising Stars
and celebrity games on
Friday; the dunk contest, 3-
point shootout and skills
competition on Saturday;
then the All-Star Game
itself on Sunday. Added to

the slate for Saturday: a 3-
point contest between
NBA shooting king
Stephen Curry and WNBA
3-point contest record-
holder Sabrina Ionescu.

T here’s a game between
a pair of Historically Black
Colleges and Universities,
as the NBA continues to
give HBCU institutions
part of the All-Star spot-
light. This year, the game
is Virginia Union against
Winston-Salem State on
Saturday afternoon. This
weekend, a glass LED
court is set to be part of the
show on Friday and Sat-
urday. There’s even a fan
event called NBA
Crossover, set up in a
350,000-square-foot space
where ticketholders can
try virtual reality head-
sets, test out the latest
offerings from Jordan
Brand, play with an airless
basketball, even get a hair-
cut while playing video

games. And there’s a
brunch honoring icons of
the game on Sunday, an
event that’s almost as
tough a ticket to get as the
game itself.

“Honestly, it’s just amaz-
ing to be an All-Star,”
Banchero said. The
Orlando forward was at All-
Star weekend last year for
rookie and skills events —
this year, he’s got events on
Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day, having made the big
game for the first time.

Banchero is one of four
first-time All-Stars, join-
ing New York’s Brunson,
Philadelphia’s Maxey and
To ro n t o ’s Barnes. Plenty
of other players are part of
the weekend for the first
time; that’s what events
like the Rising Stars games
are about, to give the
lea gue’s top promising
players a chance to get a
feel for the big stage.

“I’m excited to get there,

excited to let it all sink in,”
said San Antonio’s Victor
Wembanyama, the No. 1
pick in last year’s draft
who has the Rising Stars
games and the skills com-
petition on his on-court
calendar this weekend.

Above all else, it’s a
weekend for the fans. The
All-Stars who’ll play Sun-
day combined to get more
than 60 million votes from
fans around the world. The
game will be shown in
more than 210 countries
and territories, broadcast
in 60 languages, and fans
from at least 34 different
nations have bought tick-
ets to come to Indianapolis
this weekend.

They probably don’t
care who wins. They just
want to see a show.

“I try to do it for them,”
James said. “T hey’ve been
along this journey for so
long. It’s pretty cool to still
be able to do it and do it at
this level.”

AP photo

Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) celebrates during the second half of the
team’s NBA basketball game against the New Orleans Pelicans on Feb. 9, 2024, in Los
Angeles.

Get local news and sports in The Dominion Post
or online at DominionPost.com

f i n a l e s.
After an even first few

minutes, University turned
the pressure up on defense
and began turning the
Knights over possession
after possession in the
press. A seven-point scor-
ing run gave the Hawks
their first separation at 16-6
and it only widened from
t h e re.

“I didn’t think we did
very well in (the press) the
other day,” UHS coach Nick
Lusk said, referencing
T u e s d ay ’s 65-54 loss at Mor-
gantown. “I thought
(Thursday) we did very
well. We worked on some
things (Wednesday),
watched some film and it
worked out for us.”

University extended its
lead to 40-19 at halftime and
then 59-27 by the end of the
third quarter.

The Hawks had four
players finish with double-
digit points, led by Alexa
Jo h n s o n’s 14. Lexi Simpson
scored 11 while Ella Simp-
son and Bri Fox each fin-
ished with 10. Hannah
Stemple also had nine.

“When we share the ball
we ’re good,” Lusk said.
“Hopefully we’ll continue
to do that for about another
six, seven games.”

Preston was led by
Kendra Nazelrod’s 12
points while no one else
scored more than six or
made more than two field
g o a l s.

“It’s a mental thing right
n ow, ” Miller said. “We ’ve
got several (players) that
have been out for a
wh i l e …The game Wednes-
day is the one that matters,
not tonight. We kind of used
tonight to figure out what
lineups we could put in and
what person could go to
which position.”

Both teams begin sec-
tional play next Wednesday.

University, the top seed in
Region I, Section 2, will
host Buckhannon-Upshur
while Preston, the No. 3
seed, will travel to Bridge-
port. Both games will tip off
at 7 p.m. and the winners
will meet Friday in the sec-
tion championship.

“Our goal is to see (Uni-
versity) again in a week-
a n d - a - h a l f, ” Miller said.
“T hat’s the goal, I want to
play them again.”

BOX SCORE
University 70, Preston 32

UHS 23 17 19 11 — 70
PHS 10 9 8 5 — 32
UNIVERSITY (12-10) — Maisel 3 0-0 6; Stemple 4
0-0 9; Weaver 2 2-4 6; Braham 2 0-0 4; E. Simpson 5
0-3 10; Fox 3 3-4 10; L. Simpson 4 3-3 11; Johnson 4
4-7 14; Cox 0 0-0 0.
PRESTON (10-12) — Miller 2 0-0 6; Simmons 0 0-0
0; Nazelrod 4 4-5 12; Wilson 1 0-0 2; White 0 1-3 1;
Sheets 1 1-2 3; Wimer 1 0-0 3; Metheny 1 0-0 3; Wolfe
1 0-0 2; Wiles 0 0-0 0; Wotring 0 0-0 0; Strawser 0 0-
0 0.
3-Pt. Goals — University 4 (Johnson 2, Stemple 1,
Fox 1). Preston 4 (Miller 2, Wimer 1, Metheny 1).

Boys Basketball
University 67, Elkins 52
ELKINS — U n ive r s i t y

won a non-conference game
at Elkins 67-52 Thursday
eve n i n g .

The Hawks’ James Fort-
ney-Garbart scored a game-
high 20 points while Zach
Demidovish logged a dou-
ble-double with 12 points
and 11 rebounds.

UHS (9-10) return home
to host Bridgeport tonight
at 7:30 p.m.

Middle School
St. Francis 8s 60, East

Fairmont 13
St. Francis was led in

scoring by Blaze Colistra
(15 points), Braylon Adrian
(10) and Sam Frey (11). Ian
Lee led East Fairmont with
five points.

East Fairmont 7s 26,
St. Francis 24

Michael Culp led East
Fairmont with six points.
St. Francis was paced by
Kannon Peasak’s nine.

FINALE
FROM PAGE B-1

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

Preston’s Ella White (25) protects the ball from
University’s Hannah Stemple (30) on Thursday.

DominionPost.com
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Kylian Mbappe has told PSG he will leave
at the end of the season, AP sources say
Associated Press

Kylian Mbappe has told
Paris Saint-Germain he
will leave the club at the
end of the season.

The France interna-
tional informed PSG Pres-
ident Nasser Al-Khelaifi he
would not stay at the club
when his contract expires,
two people with knowledge
of the situation told The
Associated Press.

Both people spoke on
condition of anonymity
because Mbappe hasn’t
made his decision public
ye t .

One person said Mbappe
— who has previously been
pursued by Real Madrid —
did not indicate which club
he would join next.

PSG declined to com-
ment, but a second person
with knowledge of
M b ap p e ’s decision said the
terms of his departure were
still being worked out with
the club and an official
statement would not come
until that has been
finaliz ed.

Mbappe — widely con-
sidered to be one of the best
players in the world — will
be a free agent at the end of
the season after seven years
with PSG.

He informed the club
last year that he would not
trigger an extension to the

contract he signed in 2022.
When he signed that last

deal, PSG paraded him at
Parc des Princes holding up
a jersey with 2025 written
on it — even though the
actual contract was until
2024, with an option for an
extra year. That episode
reportedly irked Mbappe,
who then also felt let down
by the club for failing to
sign enough top-class play-
ers — other than Lionel
Messi — after they pledged
to do when he penned the
deal.

While Madrid seems like
the most probable destina-
tion for Mbappe, his depar-
ture from PSG is likely to
spark a bidding war
between a host of other
clubs eager to sign the for-
mer World Cup winner.

The 25-year-old Mbappe
has been at PSG since 2017
after signing from Monaco
in a transfer worth a
reported $190 million. He
arrived at the same time as
Neymar, who cost PSG a
world record $222 million
from Barcelona.

In 2021, PSG turned
down a bid of $190 million
from Real Madrid for the
forward, who went on to
sign his current contract
the following year.

Mbappe will be the latest
superstar player to leave

the French club in recent
times following the depar-
tures of Messi and Neymar
last year. The glittering
attacking trio played
together for two seasons yet
c o u l d n’t even reach the
quarterfinals of the Cham-
pions League as PSG was
eliminated at the last-16
stage both years, first by
Real Madrid and then Bay-
ern Munich.

Mbappe won five French
league titles with PSG, but
has so far failed to lead it to
success in the Champions
League. When PSG reached
the final in the pandemic-

shortened 2020 season, it
lost 1-0 to Bayern as
Mbappe and Neymar both
failed to make an impact.

Mbappe could still go out
on a high by winning Euro-
pean club soccer’s biggest
prize this season. He scored
in PSG’s 2-0 win on Wednes-
day over Real Sociedad in
the first leg of the round of
16, taking his record-
extending club tally to 243
goals in just 290 games,
including 38 in the Cham-
pions League.

He also has 93 assists for
PSG, third on the club’s all-
time list.

M b ap p e ’s decision
brings an end to a drawn-
out saga that has overshad-
owed his final year at the
cl u b.

His PSG career could
have ended last summer
amid a tense transfer stand-
off. After telling the club he
would not extend his con-
tract for an extra year, he
was left off a preseason tour
to Japan and South Korea
and forced to train with
fringe players. PSG said it
would rather sell him than
let him leave for free in
2024, but Mbappe rejected a
300 million euro move to
Saudi team Al-Hilal.

PSG left Mbappe out of
the team’s opening league
game of the season as the
standoff continued — a dull
0-0 home draw which he
watched from the stands —
but then quickly relented
and let him return to the
l i n e u p.

Even before that,
Mbappe had sometimes let
his evident frustration
with the club show on and
off the field.

After a 0-0 draw early
last season, he posted a sar-
castic message seemingly
in reference to his displea-
sure at being used as a lone
center forward, when he
prefered to play behind a
striker like France team-

mate Olivier Giourd. His
Instagram post with the
hashtag pivotgang — a pun
on the word pivot (target
man) — was then deleted.

Despite his brilliant
scoring record, Mbappe has
not always been a fan
favorite at the club.

Some fans questioned
why he stayed at all given
his stated ambition to win
the Champions League and
Ballon d’Or trophy multi-
ple times. He was won nei-
ther with PSG.

PSG may have sensed
this moment was coming,
since it has already made
moves to shift its focus over
the past 12 months in light
of the exits of Messi and
N e y m a r.

After years of problems
with soccer violence and
falling short on the field,
PSG’s fortunes improved
after being taken over by
Qatar Sports Investments
in June 2011. PSG largely
dominated French soccer
with some of the biggest
names in the sport, includ-
ing Zlatan Ibrahimovic,
Mbappe, Neymar and
Messi. But it has begun to
shift away from that model
with signings like Randal
Kolo Muani and Bradley
Barcola last year.

Mbappe has long been
viewed by Madrid as the
ideal successor to Karim
Benzema, who left the
Spanish giant for Al Ittihad
in Saudi Arabia last year.

Whether PSG can find a
successor to Mbappe
remains to be seen, as he
will leave a giant void.

AP file photo

PSG’s Kylian Mbappe looks on during the French League
One soccer match between Paris Saint-Germain and Lens
at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris, Aug. 26, 2023.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Caitlin Clark of Iowa breaks NCAA women’s
career scoring record with 35-foot 3-pointer
Associated Press

IOWA CITY, Iowa —
Caitlin Clark broke the
NCAA women’s career
scoring record, making a 3-
pointer from about 35 feet
in the first quarter for No. 4
Iowa against Michigan on
Thursday night.

Clark went into the
game needing eight points
to pass Kelsey Plum’s total
of 3,527.

She wasted no time,
making her first three
shots — a layup and two 3s
— and scoring Iowa’s first
eight points. The record-
breaker was a 3 off the drib-
ble on the left wing near the
Mediacom Court logo with
7:45 left in the first quar-
t e r.

“It’s cool. It’s cool to be
in the same realm as a lot of
really, really good players,”
Clark said at halftime in a
televised interview. “I’m
lucky to do it because I have
really good teammates and
really good coaches and a
great support system that
surrounds me.”

Iowa won the tip and
Clark, guarded by Laila
Phelia, drove to the basket
and banked in a shot from
the right side. Clark hit a 3
from the left wing on Iowa’s
next possession. The
Hawkeyes turned the ball
over twice before Clark
took a pass from Gabbie
Marshall in transition,
stopped and and shot from
deep on the left side.

When the ball went
through, the fans — m a ny
of them standing and hold-
ing up phones to capture
the moment — let loose a
huge roar.

After Clark’s 3, Phelia
missed a layup, for Michi-
gan and Iowa’s Molly Davis
rebounded. Iowa coach
Lisa Bluder called timeout
and a celebration ensued.
Clark hugged teammates,
Bluder and staffers, and the
record was acknowledged
while delighted fans con-
tinued to scream.

“Just grateful. Thankful
to be surrounded by people
and be in a city that sup-
ports women’s basketball
so much,” Clark said. “Be
surrounded by my best
friends and people that
want to see me be great and
push me to be great every

single day.”
Plum scored 57 points on

the night she broke the
scoring record in 2017 as a
senior at Washington, and
Clark played as if she had
that on her mind. She had
23 points in the first quar-
ter, making five of her first
seven 3-pointers and 8 of 10
shots overall.

C l a rk ’s next target is the
all-time major women’s col-
lege scoring record of 3,649
points by Kansas star
Lynette Woodard from 1977-
81. During Woodard’s era,
wo m e n’s sports were gov-
erned by the Association
for Intercollegiate Athlet-
ics for Women. Pearl Moore
of Francis Marion holds the
overall women’s record
with 4,061 points from 1975-
79.

Iowa has four regular-
season games left, plus the
Big Ten Tournament and
the NCAA Tournament.
Barring injury, Clark, a
senior who averages 32.1
points per game, is all but
certain to pass Woodard.
And she has the option to
return for a fifth season of
college basketball because
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Among those offering
congratulations on social
media was LSU star Angel
Reese, who shared the spot-
light with Clark in last sea-
s o n’s national champi-
onship game won by the
Tigers. The Big Ten Net-
work put out a congratu-
latory compilation video
that included Tom Brady
and Peyton and Eli Man-

ning.
Clark and her dynamic

game have captivated the
nation for two seasons. Last
year, she led the Hawkeyes
to the NCAA title game and
was named AP player of the
year. More than just her
pursuit of the record, her
long 3-pointers and flashy
passes have raised interest
in the women’s game to
unprecedented levels. Are-
nas have been sold out for
her games, home and away,
and television ratings have
never been higher.

It’s all been more than
Clark imagined when the 6-
foot guard from West Des
Moines stayed in state and
picked Iowa over Notre
Dame in November 2019.

“I dreamed of doing
really big things, playing in
front of big crowds, going to
the Final Four, maybe not
quite on this level,” C l a rk
said this week. “I think
t h at ’s really hard to dream.
You can always exceed
expectations, even your
own, and I think that’s been
one of the coolest parts.”

Though her basketball
obligations and endorse-
ment deals (State Farm ads,
etc.) have put demands on
her time, she said she is the
same person who showed
up on campus four years
a go.

“I just go about my busi-
ness as I did when I was a
freshman during COVID,”
Clark said. “Sure, my life
has kind of changed some-
what. I still live the exact
same way. I still act like a 22-

year-old college kid.”
She said she still cleans

her apartment, does laun-
dry, plays video games,
hangs out with friends and
does schoolwork.

Her run to the record
could have come earlier, but
it arrived back at Carver-
Hawkeye Arena, where
ticket resale prices for the
Michigan game ranged
from hundreds of dollars
into the thousands. Fans
again showed up early out-
side the arena, many wear-
ing black-and-gold No. 22
jerseys and holding signs
paying homage.

Mya Anderson and her
friend, Ellie Steffensen,
both 12, and their moms
made the six-hour drive
from Canton, South
Dakota, to see Clark break
the record.

“I think she’s inspired a
lot of people,” Mya said.

“Yeah, a lot of little
g i rl s, ” Ellie added.

Mya and Ellie both play
basketball, and both said
they try to do some of the
things Clark does on the
court, like shoot long 3s.

“But I’m not as good as
h e r, ” Ellie said.

Kelly Jared of Manch-
ester, Iowa, said she likes
everything about Clark and
expects her impact on the
wo m e n’s game to endure.

“She’s taken it to a new
l eve l , ” Jared said. “T he
aspirations and goals that
the current players and
future players have, she has
set that bar way up in the
sky. And it’s perfect,
because they will work to
attain them. As as far as the
fans, there’s excitement for
the people who never
watched women’s basket-
ball. My son isn’t a bas-
ketball fan, but he watched
Caitlin last year and he was
sold. He absolutely loves
h e r. ”

Unlike Sunday’s loss at
Nebraska, which drew
almost 2 million viewers on
Fox, this game was
streamed on Peacock.

“I understand the mag-
nitude of this,” Clark said.
“It’s come along with how
my four years have gone,
and it’s crazy looking back
on how fast everything has
gone. I’m really thankful
and grateful.”

MLB

Rob Manfred says he
will retire as baseball
commissioner in January
2029 after 14 years

Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — Base-
ball Commissioner Rob
Manfred said Thursday
he will retire when his
current term ends in Jan-
uary 2029.

Speaking at a spring
training news conference,
Manfred noted he will be
70 years old and will have
been commissioner for 14
years when his term ends
on Jan. 25, 2029.

“You can only have so
much fun in one lifetime,”
Manfred said.

Manfred, 65, succeeded
Bud Selig in January 2015
and was given a five-year
term as baseball’s 10th
commissioner. S

Owners voted in
November 2018 to offer
Manfred a new deal
through the 2024 season,
then voted last July to
approve his latest term.

“I have been open with
them about the fact that
this is going to be my last
ter m,” Manfred said. “I
said it to them before the
election in July and I’m
absolutely committed to
t h at . ”

Manfred beat out
Boston Red Sox Chairman
Tom Werner in the first
contested vote for a new
commissioner in 46 years.
The third candidate, MLB
Executive Vice President
of Business Tim Brosnan,
withdrew just before the
start of balloting.

Candidates to succeed

Manfred have not publicly
emerged. Dan Halem, who
joined MLB in 2007 as gen-
eral counsel for labor, has
been deputy commis-
sioner since 2017. He will
be 58 in May.

“I’m sure the selection
process is going to look like
it looked the last time,”
Manfred said. “T here’ll be
a committee of owners
t h at ’ll be put together and
they’ll identify candidates,
an interview process and
ultimately someone or a
slate of people will be put
fo r w a rd . ”

Among the major unre-
solved issues of Manfred’s
tenure are new ballparks
for the Oakland Athletics
and Tampa Bay Rays.
Oakland received
approval from MLB in
November to move to Las
Vegas, where the A’s hope
to build a new ballpark
that will open in 2028.

Tampa Bay hopes to
construct a new ballpark
adjacent to the current
Tropicana Field, also
aimed to open in 2028.

“I’m hope that I’m here
to go to opening day as
commissioner for both
Tampa Bay and Las
Ve gas,” Manfred said.

He does not expect
expansion to 32 teams will
be completed by 2028.

“I don’t think realisti-
cally those clubs would be
playing before I’m fin-
ished,” Manfred said. “I
would like to have the pro-
cess in place and operat-
ing before I go.”

AP photo

Major League Baseball commissioner Rob Manfred
speaks during a baseball spring training media day
Thursday, in Tampa, Fla.

AP photo

Iowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) reacts after breaking the
NCAA women’s career scoring record during the first half of
the team’s college basketball game against Michigan,
Thursday, in Iowa City, Iowa.

Get local news and sports in The Dominion Post
or online at DominionPost.com
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Help Wanted

Misc. for sale

pets pets

Misc. Wanted 
to Buy

apartMents, 
unfurnisHed

real estate 
Wanted

aspHalt paving deMolition

excavating

Hauling

HoMe 
iMproveMents

painting

painting

pluMBing

Pro V Tree 
SerViceS LLc 

Family Owned & Operated! 
10% Seniors Citizens & 

Veterans Discount
Lic. & Ins. Free Est. 

304-288-7825
304-288-7696

roofing & 
siding

stuMp reMoval

stuMp reMoval

tree services

  

 
 

DeMoLiTioN
 

ASBeSToS iNSPec-
TioN & reMoVAL

 
eXcAVATiNG

 
LAND cLeAriNG

 
SePTic TANKS

 
HeAVY HAULiNG

 
DUMPSTerS

 
WV033905

c & M Tree 
Super Winter rates!

Fully Insured
Free Estimates
cALL NoW

304-216-5280
www.candmtree.com

ricHArD 
SMALLS PAViNG 

 
Your cheaper Little 

Asphalt Paver!
 

Seniors & Veterans 
Discounts

 
Driveways, Parking 
Lots, Patchwork &

Seal coating
 

Work Guaranteed
Free estimates

 
Licensed and insured
www.smallspaving.

com
 

304-292-1109
304-613-0202
304-366-1717
WV#014145

ANTiqUeS For SALe 
Furniture plus Other 

Items
call/Text 

304-376-3616TriSTATe Tree 
SerVice 

 
STUMP GriNDiNG

 
Any Size Stump

 
Optional Cleanup

 
Fit through 35” Gate

 
Licensed & insured

 
Tristatetreewv.com

 
304-376-6700

ViDeo DrAiN 
iNSPecTioN & 

cLeANiNG 
Underground

Water/Sewer Line
Replacement

or Repair
*utilities

WV#010427
304-216-9696
304-319-0976
Barnett Excavating, 

LLC

creeK SiDiNG
& rooFiNG 
µresidential
µcontractor

µVinyl Siding insti-
tute Certified
µNcWV HBA 

  Member
þLicensed & insured
µSeamless 

Gutters
µGutter covers/

cleaning
µSiding & Roofing

credit cards
Accepted

(304) 599-4999
#WV057088

ABSoLUTeLY
ANYTHiNG
HAULeD! 

Basement & Attic
cleaning,

Brush removal, 
Gravel & Mulch

304-282-7135 
Morgantown

ALL-Tree 
SerViceS 

 
Tree Trimming & 

Removal
Stump Grinding 
Chipping Service

 
Fully Insured

Free estimates
304-292-3131
304-698-5155

HArTLeY PAiNTiNG 
LLc 

 
residential & 

 
commercial 

 
 

interior & exterior
 

Power Washing 
 

Staining
 

cleaning Services
 

over 20 Yrs 
experience

 
Free estimates

 
 

304-216-1068
 

WV054653

AMericAN BULLY 
PUPPieS 

Ready for their forever 
home! ABKC, papers in 

hand, shots, health cert, 
dewormed. 

M&F Solid & Merles 
call 412-759-7255 

HArriS HoUSeHoLD 
SoLUTioNS 

Painting Inside or Out 
General Repairs 

Call Today 
 304-216-1410 

ask for Allen
Fully Insured

10% Discounts for 
Veterans and Seniors

FAST cASH 
HoMeBUYer 

  Close in 14 days 
GUARANTEED

304-532-2553

MYerS Tree 
SerVice LLc 

Give us a call for all 
your tree service 

needs. We give Veteran 
& Senior Citizen dis-

counts and as always 
we are fully insured. 

Free estimates.
cALL 724-970-9293

BArNeTT 
eXcAVATiNG LLc 

 

Attention 
Homeowners!

 

Guaranteed Call 
Back 

& Free Estimates!!!
 

*cert. Septic installers 
class i & ii

*concrete Driveway/
Sidewalk removal & 

repair Grading
* Foundations 

*Drainage correction  
*Site prep Land clearing 

*Underground Utilities
* Gravel Services
 *retaining Walls
*Waterline repair

*Hauling
 

Full Ins. WV#010427 
Find us on 

304-216-9696
304-319-0976 

 3D-K PAiNTiNG LLc 
 

Call for a free estimate 
on any interior, exterior, 
painting, wall repairs, 
pressure washing and 

staining! We do the best 
for desired results!!
304-376-3738 
Call today while we 

still have openings this 
season!

For SALe 
Burgundy Lift Chair

In Great Shape
$500

3 Cushion Light 
Beige Couch

In Very Good Condition
$300

304-282-3261

FeArer’S 
STUMP

reMoVAL 
 

Grinding for 32 
Years!

 
Since 1993

Bruceton Mills 
 

insured
Free estimates! 

 
304-698-6033

 
 
Home remodeling

& 
repair Services

 
interior/exterior

 
Free estimates! 

 
««Discounts«« 

for Military & Seniors
 

304-322-7474
 

WV 056070 & OSHA Cert. 

ABSoLUTeLY 
A BETTER DEAL
LAUreL HoMe

iMProVeMeNTS
Free Est. WV005031 

Insured. 304-296-2050
LHIroofing.com

“We NAiL iT”

AreA’S #1 
rooFiNG & 

SiDiNG 
coNTrAcTor 

Leading the 
competition in 

  Sales 
        Service 
              Satisfaction

for over 50 years! 

Proud to be an Owens 
Corning Preferred 
Contractor and a 

Master Elite Roofing 
Contractor. 

Free eSTiMATeS 

Laurel Home 
improvements 

304-296-2050
We Nail it !!!

WV # 005031 Insured
LHIwenailit.com

AKc reGiSTereD 
LAB PUPPieS 

Champion Blood Lines
Ready March 14th
740-310-9152

MiNiATUre 
ScHNAUzer PUPS 
 Registered, Shots
Health Guarantee

$850
724-998-7231

ALAPAHA BLUe 
BLooD BULL DoG 

8 1/2 Month Old Male
Very Loving, Good 

Temperament
Registered & Pedigree

$500
724-998-7231

For SALe 
Trek Fuel EX 5 Deore S 

27.5 Lithium 
Grey/Marigold
Mountain Bike

$2500
call 304-694-7073

For More Details

HeLP WANTeD 
Executive Director want-
ed to lead a longstanding 
and successful non-profit 

organization in North 
Central WV due to cur-

rent director’s retirement. 
Competitive salary and 
benefits. Please send 

resume to wvexecutive-
directorsearch@gmail.

com. Please respond by 
2/23/2024.

AKc GoLDeN 
reTrieVer PUPPieS 

European Champion 
Bloodlines

English, Creme, & Gold
Family Raised

Hip & DNA Certified 
Parents

Health Guarantee
LIC #17313

call Mon-Sat 
814-243-6492

MorGANToWN’S 
PLUMBer  

We handle all your 
plumbing needs!

Treat yourself to a 
New Bathroom and/or 

Kitchen! 
You DeSerVe it! 

WV#PL15831 
Call/Text Anytime 
Jason Thompson 
(304)322-5249 

Morgantownsplumber.
com

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
Buying comic Books

call or Text
304-598-8925

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦

cHeAT LAKe AreA 
Modern One Bedroom 

Apartment
No Pets

304-282-4995

LooKiNG To BUY 
Used Brand Name 

Treadmill
Call After 5:30P
304-983-8066

AKc GerMAN SHorT 
HAireD PoiNTer 

PUPPieS 
Tails Docked, Dews 

Removed, UPD on Shots
Dewormed, Vet Checked, 

Family Socialized
Ready 9/19/2023

Come Pick Yours NOW!
$700

814-521-5775

erNeST 
SMALL 
PAViNG 

 
www.ernestsmall

paving.com
 

check us out on 
Facebook!

 
Asphalt Paving 

& Sealing
Driveways & 

More...
 

references & 
insured

 
Free estimates!

 Work 
Guaranteed

 
offering Senior & 
Veteran Discounts

 
304-291-8400

Lic WV 032018

AUTO RACING

NASCAR star Denny Hamlin plans to be more
selfish in his drive for a fourth Daytona 500 victory
Associated Press

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla.
— D o n’t expect Denny
Hamlin to stay in line dur-
ing the closing laps of the
Daytona 500.

He’s not settling for sec-
ond. He’s not sacrificing his
finish to help a teammate.
He’s not counting on any-
one else, either.

It’s exactly how he
wants it, maybe how he
needs it to return to vic-
tory lane in NASCAR’s
signature event for the
fourth time and first since
winning back-to-back
Daytona 500s in 2019-20.

“I think it’s in my best
interest in getting back to
basics, and that’s doing
what I feel is best to win
the race for myself,” said
Hamlin, who won the exhi-
bition Clash two weeks
ago in Los Angeles.

“While having teammates
is great and are certainly
assets to use in certain
situations to win races, I
think sometimes it’s those
who are the most selfish,
that make moves for them-
selves, are those who win
the race.”

Hamlin, a three-time
Daytona 500 winner and
one of the best NASCAR
drivers in history to not
win a Cup Series champi-
onship, points to Ricky
Stenhouse Jr.’s victory a
year ago as proof. Sten-
house was driving for a sin-
gle-car Chevrolet team, had
Ford and Toyota drivers
teamed up to chase him
down, and still managed to
secure a career-defining
v i c t o r y.

“You want to help your
teammates as much as you
can as you’ll need those
allies throughout the race

and certainly during it,”
Hamlin said. “But I feel I
need to personally go back
to the style I had a few years
ago, and we’ll see what the
results say.”

Hamlin had no Toyota
or Joe Gibbs Racing team-
mates even remotely close
to him when he led the
final dozen laps in 2020. He
had then-JGR teammate
Kyle Busch lurking in his
rearview mirror the pre-
vious year, but Busch
never got close enough to
make a move late. Hamlin
was out front for 30 of the
final 38 laps in 2019.

So Hamlin didn’t get any
help in his most recent Day-
tona 500 victories. He didn’t
need any, either.

“In the end, you have to
be selfish to win these races
and certainly we realize
that through results more
than anything else,” Ham-

lin said.
Hamlin, a co-owner with

retired NBA superstar
Michael Jordan at 23IX Rac-
ing since 2021, is trying to
become the third driver to
win at least four Daytona
500s. NASCAR legend
Richard Petty tops the list
with seven, three more
than Cale Yarborough.

Hamlin is tied with Hall
of Famers Bobby Allison,
Dale Jarrett and Jeff Gor-
don.

“Each win puts you in a
different category, right?”
Hamlin said. “Some of the
numbers that Richard put
up or Cale, it’s hard to
duplicate in today’s type of
racing where there’s more
cars on the lead lap and
more cars in the front
p a ck .

“I think accomplish-
ments like that certainly
puts you in an upper ech-

elon of drivers that were
legends in this sport, so it
would certainly mean a
lot.”

Hamlin is widely
regarded as one of the best,
if not the best, superspeed-
way drivers in the series.
He stunned the field to the
exhibition Shootout as a
rookie in 2006 and has been
a contender every race at
Daytona since.

He’s repeatedly made it
clear he wouldn’t trade any
of his Daytona 500 victories
for series championships.
And even though he has
three JGR teammates (Mar-
tin Truex Jr., Ty Gibbs and
Christopher Bell) and two
others (Bubba Wallace and
Tyler Reddick) driving for
him at 23IX, Hamlin has no
plans to take a backseat to
them.

His aggressiveness has
made him a villain at

times in the series, and his
competitiveness and con-
fidence are evident in the
recently released Netflix
documentary that takes
viewers behind the scenes
in last year’s playoffs.

“I don’t mean this neg-
atively, but I don’t see how
he can change his driving
style to be more selfish,”
said Kyle Larson of Hen-
drick Motorsports. “We ’re
all selfish. We all want to
win for our teams.

“I think Denny is really
good at, like, being dra-
matic and building our
sport up well, bringing
some drama to it. I think
t h at ’s good.”

The ultimate drama
might be seeing Hamlin
jockeying teammates and
his own drivers over the
final laps. And everyone
knows what to expect.
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LegaL advertisement

LegaL advertisement

LegaL advertisement

2-Year-Old
Male

70 Pounds Merlin

30556 FEBRUARY 16

LEGAL NOTICE

The next meeting of the Board of Directors and Board 
Committee of West Virginia University Hospitals, Inc. will 
convene on Tuesday, February 20, 2024 at the follow-
ing times and locations. 
           
-Quality & Patient Safety Committee Meeting at 12:00 
p.m. - 1 Medical Center Drive, Morgantown, WV 26506
 
-Board of Directors Meeting at 2:00 p.m. - 1 Medical 
Center Drive, Morgantown, WV 26506
 
All meetings are open to the public.

30600 FEBRUARY 9, 16

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF RANDOLPH COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
 

IN THE MATTER OF ADOPTION PETITION No. 24-A-4
 

Timothy Corbitt and Brittany Corbitt, Petitioners.
 

NOTICE OF ADOPTION PROCEEDING AND HEARING
 

TO:  Unknown Father
 
Appearing that no father has been identified on the birth certificate of the minor child 
K.L.K. (DOB: 8/15/2014), it is hereby ORDERED that any person who believes they 
have fathered a child with Brittany Gilbert in or about 2013 or 2014, shall serve upon 
Katheryn E. Marcum, Esq., counsel for Petitioners, whose address is PO Box 229 
Elkins, WV 26241, an answer, including any related counterclaim or defense you 
may have to Petitioner’s Petition for Adoption filed in this action within thirty (30) days 
of the first publication of this notice.  A copy of said Petition for Adoption may be 
obtained from the Clerk of the Randolph County Circuit Court, located at 2 Randolph 
Avenue, Elkins, WV 26241.  This action may affect your parental rights.
 
Further, please take notice that the Honorable David H. Wilmoth, Judge for the Circuit 
Court of Randolph County, West Virginia, will, in his Courtroom on the second floor 
of the Randolph County Courthouse on the 12th day of March, 2024 at 3:00P or as 
soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, entertain a motion for the entry of a final 
order of adoption for the minor child.  Your parental rights, if any, may be terminated 
in this hearing.  You have the right to appear and defend any such rights at this hear-
ing.  If you fail to respond to the Petition within 30 days of the first publication of this 
notice, you may not appear in or receive further notice of the adoption proceedings. 
 
ENTERED by the Clerk of the Randolph County Circuit Court this the 6th of February, 
2024.  
 
/s/:Philip D. Riggleman
Phil Riggleman, Clerk
Randolph County Circuit Court

 

30605 FEBRUARY 16, MARCH 2

THE CITY OF WESTOVER
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

The City of Westover Board of Zoning Appeals will 
meet in Council Chambers at 500 Dupont Rd, Westo-
ver WV on March 20th, 2024. The purpose of this 
meeting will be to hear five individual requests.  
  
The first request will be heard at 5 PM for a Con-
ditional Use Permit for Appalachian Pest Con-
trol to allow installation of an off premises sign. 
  
The second request will be heard at 5:15 
PM for a Variance to install parking par-
tially in the right of way at 447 Dunkard Ave. 
  
The third request will be heard at 5:30 PM for a Variance to 
install parking partially in the right of way at 352 Dunkard. 
  
The fourth request will be heard at 5:45 PM for 
a Variance to divide the parcel that contains 
182 and 184 Vincent into two separate parcels.  
  
The fifth request will be heard at 6 PM for a Variance to 
divide the parcel that contains 2 Short St, 45 Short St, 
and 601 West Pennsylvania into four separate parcels.

 

30672 FEBRUARY 16, 23

TRUSTEE’S SALE OF VALUABLE REAL ESTATE

The undersigned Substitute Trustee, by virtue of the authority vested in him by that 
certain Deed of Trust, dated July 10, 2017, and duly recorded in the Office of the 
Clerk of the County Commission of Monongalia County, West Virginia, in Document 
No. 692125, in Book No. 2193, at Page 354, Knishia C Baldwin did convey unto 
Douglas McElwee, Trustee(s), certain real property described in said Deed of Trust; 
and the beneficiary has elected to appoint Seneca Trustees, Inc., as Substitute 
Trustee; and default having been made under the aforementioned Deed of Trust, and 
the undersigned Substitute Trustee having been instructed by Rocket Mortgage, LLC 
f/k/a Quicken Loans, LLC f/k/a Quicken Loans Inc. to foreclose thereunder, will offer 
for sale at public auction at the front door of the Monongalia County Courthouse in 
Morgantown, West Virginia, on
 

March 14, 2024 at 12:00 PM
 
the following described real estate, together with its improvements, easements and 
appurtenances thereunto belonging, situate in 08 - Morgan District, Monongalia Coun-
ty, West Virginia, and more particularly described as follows:
 
All that certain parcel of real estate, together with the improvements thereon, and ap-
purtenances thereunto belonging, situate, and being in M organ District, Monongalia 
County, West Virginia, more particularly bounded and described as follows, to-wit:
 
All of Lot No. 17, as the same is laid down and designated upon the plat of Lots 
entitled, “Amhurst Townhouse Plat”, which said plat bears date September 1981, and 
is recorded in the office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Monongalia County, 
West Virginia, in Map Cabinet Envelope No. 313-B, together with the right of ingress, 
egress, and regress from West Virginia Secondary Route No. 81, commonly known 
as Dorsey Avenue, to that street designated upon the aforesaid plat as Marcus Drive.
 
And being the same real estate conveyed to Grantors by Deed to be recorded con-
temporaneously herewith.
 
Grantors further Grant and Convey to Grantee any and all right, title and interest they 
may have to any rights of ways or easements incident to their ownership of the above 
described real estate.
 
THIS conveyance is made subject to all valid exceptions, reservations, restrictions, 
conditions, easements, rights of way or other servitudes, if any, made retained or 
created in prior Deeds of record in the chain of title to the property herein conveyed.
 
At the time of the execution of the Deed of Trust, this property was reported to have 
an address of: 17 Marcus Dr, Morgantown, WV 26501-7115.
 
The referenced real estate will be conveyed with no covenants of warranty, and sub-
ject to all covenants, restrictions, easements, rights of way and reservations which 
may be a matter of record in the aforesaid Clerk’s Office or visible upon the ground, all 
prior liens and encumbrances, including, without limitation, liens for real estate taxes, 
incinerator, sanitary and sewer charges. The purchasers at the sale shall be respon-
sible for paying the recording costs and also the tax on the privilege of transferring 
real property (the cost of the tax stamp to be affixed to the deed). The purchasers 
shall be responsible for payment of all real estate taxes.
 
The subject property will be sold in “AS IS” condition. The Substitute Trustee shall be 
under no duty to cause any existing tenant or person occupying the subject property 
to vacate said property.
 
TERMS: $7000.00 in cash and/or certified funds as deposit at the time of sale with 
the balance due and payable within 30 days of the day of sale.
 
FEDERAL TAX LIEN: In the event that there are Federal Tax Liens against the property, 
the United States would have the right to redeem the property within a period of 120 
days from the date of such sale or the period allowable for redemption under local 
law, whichever is longer.
 
Pursuant to the Deed of Trust, the Trustee may postpone the sale by public announce-
ment at the time and place designated or by posting a notice of the same, and act by 
agent in the execution of the sale. The parties secured by the Deed of Trust reserve 
the right to purchase the property at such sale.
 
SENECA TRUSTEES, INC.
5000 Coombs Farm Drive, Suite 104
Morgantown, WV 26508
(304) 413-0044
(304) 292-2918
Toll free: (888) 534-3132
Reference File No. 88030

30714 FEBRUARY 16

COMBINED PUBLIC NOTICE THAT INCLUDES:
(1) NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS (NOI-RROF); AND

(2) NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI)

DATE OF NOTICE:                          Friday, February 26, 2024
 
RESPONSIBLE ENTITY NAME:         City of Morgantown, WV
 
RESPONSIBLE ENTITY ADDRESS:   389 Spruce Street
                                                    Morgantown, WV 26505
 
TELEPHONE:                                  (304) 284-7479
 
TO ALL INTERESTED AGENCIES, GROUPS AND PERSONS: The purpose of this notice 
is to satisfy two (2) separate but related procedural notification requirements for a 
project/activity to be undertaken by the City of Morgantown.
 

(1) NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS (NOI-RROF)
 

On or about Tuesday, March 5, 2024, the City of Morgantown will submit a request 
to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the release of
Economic Development Initiative (EDI) grant funds specified for Community Project 
Funding (CPF)/Congressionally Directed Spending under the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act of 2023 (P.L. 117-328), to undertake a project/activity to develop a new Fire 
Station at 966 Don Knotts Blvd, Morgantown, WV 26501.
 

ASSESSED PROJECT
 
Morgantown Fire Station: The proposed project provides for the acquisition of ap-
proximately 1.4524 acres, more or less, and identified as Tax Map 28, Parcels 70, 
84, 85, 95, 96, 96.1, 97, 97.1, 135, and 139. Following property acquisition, the 
City of Morgantown will construct a new Fire Station with an approximate building 
footprint of 8,130 square feet. The purpose of the project is to replace the City’s 
South High Street Fire Station, which is functionally obsolete and no longer meets the 
Fire Department’s staffing, equipment, apparatus, and training needs. The estimated 
project cost is $12 million, of which $6 million will come from FY 2023 EDI Community 
Project Funding (CPF) Grant No. B-23-CP-WV-1592. The project is expected to begin in 
Calendar Year 2024 and be completed in Calendar Year 2026.
 

(2) NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI)
 

The City of Morgantown has determined that the above-identified project will have no 
significant impact on the human environment. Therefore, an Environmental Impact 
Statement under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not required. 
The subject project is assessed under HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part 58 from NEPA 
requirements. Additional project information is contained in the Environmental Review 
Record (ERR) on file at the Morgantown City Manager’s Office located at 430 Spruce 
Street, Morgantown, WV 26505, and is available for public examination and copying, 
upon request, during normal business hours Monday through Thursday, from 7 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m.
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
 
Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the ERR to the 
City of Morgantown, 430 Spruce Street, Morgantown, WV 26505 or via email to: 
rhess@morgantownwv.gov. All comments received by Monday, March 4, 2024, will 
be considered by the City of Morgantown prior to authorizing submittal of a request 
for release of funds to HUD. Commenters should specify which Notice provided herein 
they are addressing.
 

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION
 
The City of Morgantown certifies to HUD that A. Kim Haws, in his capacity as City Man-
ager, consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought 
to enforce responsibilities in relation to the environmental review process, and these 
responsibilities have been satisfied. HUD’s approval of the certification satisfies its 
responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities and allows the City of 
Morgantown to use Economic Development Initiative (EDI) grant funds specified for 
Community Project Funding (CPF)/Congressionally Directed Spending under the Con-
solidated Appropriations Act of 2023 (P.L. 117-328).
 

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS
 
HUD will accept objections to its release of funds and the City of Morgantown’s cer-
tification for a period of fifteen (15) days following the anticipated submission date 
or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one of the 
following basis: (a) the certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer of the 
City of Morgantown; (b) the City of Morgantown has omitted a step or failed to make 
a decision or finding required by HUD regulations are 24 CFR Part 58; (c) the City of 
Morgantown or other participants in the development process have committed funds, 
incurred costs or undertaken activities not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before ap-
proval of a release of funds by HUD; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant 
to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the projects are unsatisfac-
tory from the standpoint of environmental quality. Objections must be prepared and 
submitted in accordance with required procedures (24 CFR Part 58, Section 58.76), 
and shall be addressed to the CPD Manager, HUD Pittsburgh Field Office, via email 
to PGHCPDObjections@hud.gov or by calling (412) 644-5846. Potential objectors 
should contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection period.
 
A. Kim Haws, City Manager
City of Morgantown
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PUBLIC NOTICE

The next meeting of the Board of Directors and Board 
Committees of the West Virginia University Hospitals, 
Inc. will convene on Wednesday, February 21, 2024 at 
the following times and locations. 
           
- Executive & Board Affairs Committee at 11:00am 
1085 Van Voorhis Road, Morgantown, WV 26505 – 
Peak Health 5th Floor Conference Room C
 
- Board of Directors Meeting at 12:30 p.m. – 1085 Van 
Voorhis Road, Morgantown, WV 26505 – Peak Health 
5th Floor Boardroom
  
All meetings are open to the public.

MLB

Outfielder Harold Ramirez loses to Rays in arbitration
Associated Press

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. —
Harold Ramírez lost to the
Tampa Bay Rays in salary
arbitration on Thursday and
will earn $3.8 million instead
of his $4.3 million request.

Chris Cameron, Allen
Ponak and Scott Buchheit
made the decision, one day
after hearing arguments.

Ramírez won last year at
$2.2 million, when the team
offered $1.9 million, then
set career bests with a .313
batting average, 12 homers
and 68 RBIs.

The outfielder became
the third player this year to
fail in an attempt to win in
consecutive years, after
Rays reliever Jason Adam
and Miami second baseman
Luis Arraez. The last play-
ers to win hearings in con-
secutive years were Hous-
ton pitcher Collin McHugh
in 2017 and ‘18, and Cleve-
land pitcher Trevor Bauer
in 2018 and 2019.

Clubs have won four con-
secutive decisions but play-
ers lead 7-6 with two cases
pending, involving
Philadelphia third base-

man Alec Bohm and Miami
left-hander Tanner Scott.

Bohm asked for $4 mil-
lion rather than the team’s
$3.4 million offer in a case
heard Thursday by Brian
Keller, Jeanne Charles and

John Stout. The 27-year-old
Bohm hit .274 last year
while setting career highs
with 20 homers and 97 RBIs.
He had a $748,000 salary
and was eligible for arbi-
tration for the first time.
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Solutions — B-5

Study identifies behaviors that
might contribute to alzheimer’s
DEAR DOCTORS: I read that
t h e re ’s a big new study
that lists some of the most
common risk factors for
developing dementia at an
early age. How was it done,
and what are the risk fac-
tors that were identified?

Dear Reader: We believe
yo u ’re referring to a study
that appeared in the
December issue of JAMA
Neurology, a monthly med-
ical journal published by
the American Medical
Association. They were
interested in learning
whether people younger
than 65 who experienced
symptoms of dementia
shared certain risk factors
in common. They also
wanted to separate genetic
factors from health issues,
behaviors and environmen-
tal influences associated
with young-onset demen-
tia. The goal was to iden-
tify any factors that might
be modified, thus lessening
someone’s risk.

When researchers ana-
lyzed the health data, they
identified 39 risk factors
linked to the onset of
dementia. Screening for
the most common risk fac-
tors narrowed the list to 15.

Not surprisingly, genet-
ics was found to play a
role. Specifically, individu-
als with two copies of the
APOE gene, which studies

show is linked to
Alzheimer’s risk, had an
increased likelihood of
developing young-onset
dementia.

Additional risk factors
included having diabetes,
having had a stroke, vita-
min D deficiency, poor grip
strength, heart disease and
alcohol abuse. When it
came to diabetes, the link
to developing dementia
was stronger in men than
in women, perhaps
because men have more
microvascular complica-
tions than women.

The takeaway here is
that when you’re taking
care of your heart, man-
aging blood sugar, interact-
ing with other people, eat-
ing well and exercising
regularly, you are not only
maintaining your physical
health and well-being, but
yo u ’re also taking impor-
tant steps to safeguard
your cognition.

Fr i d ay,
Feb. 16 2024

Focus on what you can
accomplish. Avoid tough
tasks until you have the
wherewithal to deal with
such matters. Timing is
everything, and knowing
when to make a move will
be crucial. Trust your
instincts, follow your
heart and be confident
you can stop outside
i n t e r f e re n c e.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 19) — Refuse help
from those trying to point you
in a direction that’s better for
them than for you.

PISCES (Feb. 20-
March 20) — Don’t give any-
one a chance to make you
look bad or put you in harm’s
way.

ARIES (March 21-
April 19) — Don’t be
tempted to follow someone
who lacks common sense or
hypes you up about some-
thing risky. Think for yourself.

TAURUS (April 20-
May 20) — Watch your step.
Don’t feel pressured to
speed up when you need
time to contemplate what’s
best for you.

GEMINI (May 21-
June 20) — Be resourceful,
learn all you can and use
what you discover to get
ahead.

CANCER (June 21-
July 22) — Handle money
matters with care. A partner-

ship that encourages shared
expenses will cause
difficulties.

LEO (July 23-
Aug. 22) — Set a budget
and map out a practical plan,
and you’ll discover peace of
mind and the road to grat-
itude and happiness.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-
Sept. 22) — You’ll find it
hard to decide what you want
and need. Don’t let
temptation set in and lead
you astray.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-
Oct. 23) — A move or invest-
ment that helps you access a
better lifestyle is apparent if
you take the initiative to bring
about change.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-
Nov. 22) — Listen carefully
and keep your thoughts pri-
vate until you feel comfort-
able sharing your comments.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-
Dec. 21) — Don’t let anyone
dictate how you earn your liv-
ing, handle your money or
care for your personal needs.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) — Take the initia-
tive; reorganize your space to
accommodate what you are
trying to achieve.

EUGENIA LAST

DRS. ELIZABETH KO
& EVE GLAZIER
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2016 Ford
fiesta SE

Was
 $12,500

Stk# 44003B 51,183 Miles

Save $2,600

Now $9,900
2016 Mercedes-Benz
C 300 4MATIC®

Stk# 24107A 64K Miles

Special Price!
$17,900

2023 Tesla
Model Y LONG RANGE

Was
 $48,350

Stk# 64070A 7,236 Miles

Save $6,850

Now $41,500

2018 KIA
sPoRtaGe LX

Was
 $18,400

Stk# 34048AA 54K Miles

Save $1,900

Now $16,500

2022 Mercedes-Benz
GlC 300 4MATIC®

Was
 $42,000

Stk# L3034 11K Miles

Save $2,515

Now$39,485

2017 Chevy
silveRado 1500 LT

Was
 $35,325

Stk# 44009B 36K Miles

Save $4,825

Now$30,500

2019 Subaru
foResteR Sport

Was
 $24,750

Stk# 63166C 65K Miles

Save $1,250

Now$23,500

2015 Hyundai
Genesis 3.8

Was
 $20,750

Stk# 64015BB 53K Miles

Save $2,750

Now $18,000

2022 Mazda
CX-30 2.5 Premium

Was
 $27,475

Stk# 64094A 34K Miles

Save $3,475

Now$24,000

2022 Mercedes-Benz
a 220 4MATIC®

Was
 $37,000

Stk# 24020B 2K Miles

Save $2,100

Now$34,900

2021 Mercedes-Benz
GlC 300 4MATIC®

Was
 $36,000

Stk# 64034A 31K Miles

Save $1,650

Now$34,350

2021 Ford
eXPloReR ST

Was
 $44,875

Stk# 64056A 46,334 Miles

Save $8,875

Now$36,000

2023 Ford
f-150 XLT

Was
 $62,150

Stk# 23283B 2K Miles

Save $7,150

Now$55,000

2022 Subaru
foResteR TOURING

Was
 $36,150

Stk# 24165A 24K Miles

Save $4,150

Now$32,000

2020 Subaru
iMPReza BASE

Was
 $19,425

Stk# 23517A 63K Miles

Save $1,425

Now $18,000

2018 Jeep
wRanGleR UNLIMITED SPORT

Was
 $32,875

Stk# 63166B 36,275 Miles

Save $5,875

Now $27,000

2022 Nissan
RoGue SL

Was
 $32,600

Stk# 24138A 32,775 Miles

Save $5,100

Now $27,500

2022 Land Rover
RanGe RoveR SPORT SE

Was
 $63,300

Stk# 63213A 25,479 Miles

Save $4,300

Now$59,000

2020 Chrysler
PaCifiCa HYBRID LIMITED

Was
 $34,350

Stk# 24088A 45,123 Miles

Save $6,350

Now$28,000

2019
camry XLE

stk# 34026a 45K Miles

Was $27,100
$24,000Now

Save  $6,325!

2022
prius Nightshade

stk# 34044a 18K Miles

Was $31,850
$30,500Now

Save  $1,350!

2022
4ruNNEr

Limited

stk# 63197a 22K Miles

Was $48,700
$44,500Now

Save  $4,200!

2018
tacoma sr

access cab

stk# 24089B 65K Miles

Was $29,250
$28,000Now

Save  $1,250!

2023
coroLLa sE

stk# rt328 8K Miles

Was $28,350
$24,500Now

Save  $3,850!

2023 Honda
CR-v HYBRID SPORT

Was
 $37,625

Stk# 44004A 6K Miles

Save $2,625

Now$35,000


