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DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS3
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARG
DOD DIR 5200.10

From: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. SICILY (CVE-118)
Tos  Chief of NavallOperatiens
Via: (1) Commender Task Force 76

(2) Commander SEVENTH FLEET

(3) Commender Neval Forces, FiR EAST

(4) Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet

Subj: ction Report & October through 16 October 1952

Ref: (a) OFNuV Instruction 3480.4
(b) CINCPACFLT Instruction 3480.1.
(¢) COMPHIBFORFE Operation Plan No. 10L.=52

1. In sccordance with references (a}, (b), and (c) the action Report

for the period 6 Qctober through 16 October 1952 is hereby submitted.

2, This report is divided into six (6) parts, s listed below:
part I =~ General Nurrative
Part II = Chronological Order of Evonts
Part III- Ferformence of Ordnance Material and Equip-
ment including Ammunition Expenditure
Purt IV - Own and Enemy Bottle Deamage
Part V = Personnel Performance and Casualties

Part VI - Comments and Recommendations
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GENERAT, N.BRR.TIVE

L« During the period of this rcport tho H.S5.5. SICILY (CVE~118), under
tho command of Captain ilnon E. LOOMIS, 62535/1310, USH, with Morine
ittack Squadron Throp Hundred Twelve (VMA-312), under the comaand of

Licutenant Coloncl R, E, IMERON, 007027, USIIC, cmbarked, operated es .
P

a ﬁart of Task Forcc 76 in thc U.5., SEVENTH FLEET. g

B« The Comnmanding Officar, H.S.S, SICILY (CVE-118), assumed the title
of CTG 76,2 at 0523002, it 0903002 the SICILY reported to Taosk Group
7645 and assuncd CTE 76.52, 4t 111908%Z, upon being dotached froo Task
Group 76.5,. the SICILY assumed CTG 76,2, 4t 1309457 tho SICIIY rejoinoc
Task Greup 76,5 cnrouto to operating arca and assumed CTE 76.52., Upon
cntering the vieinity of the ohjeebive crea the SICTILY was detcched froro
Group 76,5 and agoin assumed CIG 76,2 ot 1419087 ond rotained this do-
signotion until JOINT ANPHIBIOUS T.SK FORCE 76 wos digsolved ot 161000Z,
Tho Group consisted of mnc (1) oscort carricr snd two (2) destroyore

ceting as sercon.

Ce Tha Task Group opercted 2s pert of Task Force 76 in the Sca of Japar

&nd cgainst cneny forces in the Wondan Bay -~ Kojo Peninsula arco,

D, Tho aneny forecs were tho North Korcen Peoples irmy and "*Voluntocr®

Chinecse Comnunist Foreces in oncny hold North Koroa.

E. The nission of theo Tesk Group wes to provide Lir Support in sccord-

anco with Lonex H, Commonder imphibious Foree, Far BEast Operction Plan

No. 10li~52,

F. During thc novonent phascs of the Tosk Foree this T&sk Group ongega

in troining and exoreiscs in proporetion for the coming operctions.

Nnily olngearae 311 Noval £ fPires Snadkddineg rmd ToaatdianT Mo ThoasPogar
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PLRT I (Cont'd)
procedures wore conducted for all VMA-212 pilots. The movement phascs
allowed ample time for thorough Intolligonec cnd operational briefings
prior to the arrivel of the Task Group in the objective arca,

Continuous reconncissonce of the lines of communleations in and
loading to the objective croa revealed o complete lack of major cnomy
mevenent throughout D-Day and D41 Day,

411 flights, upon returging from the objective area, roported inti-
wireraft firs of the "iutonmotic weapons® type in tho vieinlty of the
beach ond along cll moin supply routes in the area, The chowe roports
wore consistently cvalusted os modercte and acecurate anti=aireraft fire,
Only ono F4U frowm the BICILY sufferod seriocug demage from cnti-aireraft
firc and the pilot of thet airersft was able to sccomplish o successful
crergoney landing at K18,

4t 160215Z two (2) F4U's, whilc in the vicinity of UTHM Grid OU 4025
sightod six (6) 11IG-15 typo enony fighters, The F4U's were ot an alti-
tude of 7000 foet and flving on a course of 210° Trac. Tha B4U pilots.
heard a tronsmission on VHF stating thot MIG®s wore in the arca and,
upon hcaring this roport, onc of the pilots sightod the MIG's at six
(6) o'clock, The F4U's initicted ¢ defensive TOLVE,

«Iter folloving the F4U's for approxinctely 5 minutes, the MIGS:
departed without toking any hostilo zetion. The MIGS remeined ot an
cltitude of approxinctely 15,000 fuot throughoudithe oncountor.,

CIC eboard the SICILY was assigned control of thae GAP in the objoct-
ive oreca and it is folt that valusble axperionce vas geined by oll air

controllers ond CIC porsonncl in this operation,

e s -3
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PiRT I {Cont'd)

The total numbor of sortics for the period was 127 with ¢ total
of 37445 hours flown, The following is a brockdown of the total sortes
flowns 41 CLiP; 36 Navel Gunfire Spot; 28 Toeticol Jir Observer; ond

22 reoeonnaissonce,
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PART 11

CHRONOZOGICLT, ORDER OF EVENIS
The U.8.5« SICILY under the command of Captain Almon E, LOOMIS
deoparted Saaeﬁo, Japen for Oteru, Hokkaido, Japen. VMa=312,
commanded by Lieutenpnt Colomel R. E. CiMERON, USMC, was
ombarkad. The sereen consisted of the U.5.S. BLIE {3D~744) and
the UiS.Si HUBBARD (UD=748).
Cotmanged refusling the U.S.S. BLUE \DD=744).
Commenced refusling the U.S.S, HUBB&RD (DD~748).
4rrived Otara, Japane
Commanding Officor U.S5.5. SICILY assumed CTE 76.52 and reported
to Task Group 76.5.
Underway,from Otaru and joined Task Group 76-5; Errcute to the

090545Z
ohjective area.

130CC1T REwercised ot tacticsl drille.

1005247 Exercised the crew at goneral gquarters,

1119082 Detacked from TG 76.5 and assumed CTG 76.2,

1119502 The U.S.S. KNOX (DD-742) and the U.S.S. HOLLISTER (DD-788)
jo:!.ned and formed screen, |

112102Z2 Commemced flight opeyations for Rehearssl of Joint Amphibious
Tanting. |

1209207 Secured from flight aperatisns, Buring this day with twenty-four
(24; giroraft on board, an gverage of seventeenr (17) aircrafi
wers availasble. 4 total of twenty~eix {26) sortiss were flown.

L ]
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Fifteen (15) of these were CAP flights, three (3) were for
taetical air observation and eight (8) -were simulatod naval
gunfire spot and close air support. & total of 81,5 hours
ware flown during the day, |

1221002 Commenced fiight opemﬁtons;._

1221392 Commenced refusling the U.S.S. HOLLISTER (DD-788).

1223002 Commenced refueling the U.S.S. KNOX (DD-742).

1308502 Seéured flight operations. | Dux‘ing thig day there were twenﬁy-
folf (24) hiddreft on board and al average availability of
sixtoen (16), Fifteen (15) GAP flighis were flown for a botel
of fiftywsix (56) £lying hours. |

130945% Rejoined TG 76.5.

1320572 Commenced flight operations.

140619Z Secured from flight operations, During this doy twenty=-four
(24) sircraft were aboard and an-average of nineteon (19) aire
craft wore available. Eight (8) CuP flights wers flown for a
total of twenty=five (25) flying hours.

1419082 Detached from TG 76,5 to operate as TG 76.2 with the U,S.S,
ROGERS (DD-876) and the U.S.,S, HUBB:RD (DD=748) as screens

1419552 Commenced flight opcreticns, |

1508032 Secured from flight cporaticms, |
Durdng th.i's day thore wore twontyefour (24) sireroft on
boardt and an averags of twenty (20) aireraft wers available
during the day, The SICILY provided Teotical Adr Observers
for the landing forcoe and air spotting for the bombardment

]
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ships, Twenty=nine (29) sorties were flowm for a total of
cirhty (80) flying hours. Twelve {12) sorties wero supplied
for naval gunfire spot, eight (8) for reconnaissznee missions
and nino {9) to act cs tocctical air observera, Only tho ro=-
connalsgenco flights were loaded with an external bomb load,
Therefore very fow torgets were struck by circraft from this
shipe .The following is o list of the damoge inflicted by

SICILY circraft.

T/RG RESULT
Building Dastroyed
15 Buildings Danaged or Destroycd
Supplics Damaped
Road Bridgoe Damaged

1511342 Jolined Task Eloment 764,00,

151956Z Detachad to opercte as TG 76.2 with the U.5.5. ROGERS (DD-876)
and the U.S5,5, HUBBIRD (DD=748) as o scrcens

1521002 Commenced £1lirht oporations.

1602152 Tuo (2) F4Us sichted six (6) MIG=-15s, The MIGS followed tho
F4Us for chout five {5} minutes and thon departed mithout
toking hostile actione

| 1608112 Securod from flight operctions, During this day thero wore
twonty-onc eireraft on board and an everage of cighteen {18)
aireraft were availeble, Forty-seven (47) sortios, consisting

of sixtcen (16) tactical air obsorvors, and ono (1) CIP flight

viora flown with ¢ totgl of

SONREEIN
L - -




VLULNAJVII 1L

ART IT (Cont!

one hundred thirty-two (132) flying hours for the day.

The following damages wore inflicted on the enemy during

the dey:
TARGET
Bujldings
4 railroad cars

Tranches

RESULT

3 destroyed, 2 damaged

2 heavily damaged
Troops strafed, No damage

assessad.,

1610007 Joint Amphibious Task Force 76 was dissolved.
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e & toted of 148 rocheis wvere losced during the oreration. Seven
(") rockets, or o tutel of 4.7 of those louded, were roturnec to

the ship es cice.

zEer Lo Lalul
HVik A Figtail improperly engaged

in igniter recoptecle.

HVak 1 Duc rocket,

Hiad 1 reully igniter receutncle.

HiVeail 1 Figtail wes Lrokun duc to
ejoetee lin™s wng brass fron

g, ammnition expenditures:

1. Vin~312 aircreft:
0 Ik, Gui. Bowbs 22

5Y dockets (HV aR) 152

20 'Y Rounds 7,035
50 Cal. Rounds 20,875
2o Lewaine 0101
o amunition vas ex, enced by the U.5.5. 3I01LY,
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4. Om Battle Danage,

1, MNo damage was infliéted on ships in this Task Group,

2. For damage sustained by Vii-312 aircfeft see Noval fir
Werfare Reports submifted for this opersting period,

3. For cperationel damagersuffered by VMli=~312 zireraft see
Operctional Damags Report for 1 October to 18 October, 1952,

Subnitted by the U.S,8. SICIIY (CVE~118).

B. Battle Damage Inflicted on the Enenys
l. No battle d amage was inflic\ted on the ensmy by the
U.5,.8, SICIIY,
2e The following is battle damoge inflicted on the cneny

by VMi-312 aircerafts

ZNGET RESULT
Building 4 Destroyed

15 buildings Danaged or destroyed
Supplies Dapcped

Rozd Bridge Depmaged

Buildings B danaged

4 railroad cars 2 heavily domoged
Trenches Troops strafod. No

damaged assossed,

R

w10 -




" DECLASSIFIED

1

:
R
PART ¥

PERSONNEL PFRFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES

4. The following dispatch was received from CTF 76:
WPERFOKMANCE OF AIﬁGRAFT, CIC AND AIR CONTROL PERSONNEL

SICILY DURING JOINT AMPHIBIOUS EXERCISE CONSIDERED OUTSTANDING.M

B. Casualties:

Ho casualties were inflicted on personnel of this Task Group,

Ce The present ship's COMBAT INFORMATION CENTER with the comple=
ment of forty-five (45) enlisted men and six (6) officer air

controllers proved adequate for this operation, However, extend-
ed operations of this type would require additional enlisted per-

sonnel,

L - 11 -
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PART VI
CQIMENTS 4ND RECOMMENDAT IONS
4, Neval Operations,
lo Durfsse.

Due to the low top speed of the CVE class carrier the ususl
difficulty of regaining station after flight operations by the "Baker®
method was experienced.

| In a oruising formation such as 92R when air ocperations are to
bs conducted by the independent'method, it is recommended that care
riers be assigned any ona of the following four stetions: Van, rear,
and flanks, After flight operations the carrior could then return to
the most advaﬁhmgaous of the four stations and a grect desl of unnscese

sary gteaming and time out of fdrmation could be avolded,.

|
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(a) &ir operations were carried on with no unusuel ‘nci=~
dents. All.flights scheduled werg flown, The eircraft maintenance
erews performed a commendable job in keeping the alreraft flying,

~13-
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PART VI (Cont!d)

20 hdz (Gontid)

b, Two {2) barrier crashes occurred in which the teil wheel
yoke housing sssembly failed, In onme case the ogsembly collspsgd ’
but the tail hook held and the plane stoppod short of the barriers.
Iﬁ the second cose, the assembly partod end the plane hit barriers
number 2, 3, and 4; The tail wheels were unlocked and the landings
wore made tail wheel first, but in a slight wing~down attitude. The
landings did not seem hard nor the skid severe enough to cousc mator=
ial failure, A%%%%gjﬁiting factor, which maintenance personnel
sboard the ship were unebld to check for, was the possible presence
of imperceptible fractures in the metal. If Dye Penetramt kitg were
.amilabla to the ship, these fractures could be detecteds These Dye
Penetrant kits are svailnble on the open market and should be made
availasble to fleet maintenance personnels The kits are small,

inexpensive, and sinple to use.
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B4RT VT (Joptinued)

De Iciantification and evaluation of eir contacts by the use
of the UTM grid proved cumbersome and inaccurate in the limitod
objective area of this operations It is felt that a system of ro-
porting air contacts from a prominent radar referonce point in the
obJective ares would permit more expédi‘bious handling of bogles,

- 16 -
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6. The SP rader, due to the nomavailability of spare parts proved to
be totally inadequate. This radar is becoming obsolete due to the
development of improved typom. It is felt that an improved height
finding ;adar is necessary in the effoctive handling of alrcraft

and should be installed aboard this type carrier as scon es availe
able,




D, Intelligence:

3r 4 detailed Flok analysis would be very beneficial to a carrier
enteriag this type of operation in an unfamilisr area, If this ine
formation were included in.the Intelligence Amnex, it is folt that
better results would be obtained from the aireraft and possibly &
saving in material and aveilebility of aireraft would resulit,
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E. istica:

R« lomistic Support was furnished by Cormmonder Fleet 4ir Jopon
and NGO Yokesukn, The action taken to oxpedite delivery of rarts
required for 40G planes was very good considering the short time .
allowed. However, it is believed that even bettor results might have

been obtained hed it been possible to keep Commander Flset 4ir Japen
informed of the SICILY!'s schedula,



SESUNIRTST DECLASS[ Il [:D

Je Matgrig],

ls Bureau of Aeronautics
as Overege cement in Kits, Repair (Stknr R37-K=500) for MK IIT
Antieexposure Suilts = ;t is recommended that all subject Kits in stock
in N3D Iokosuka an? in stock on board the U,8.S. CHOURRE (ARVel) be dn= '
spocted and roplaced if the cement therein is found to be overoge (6 monw
ths is the storage limit)s It is further rocommended that the following
zetion be tokons |
(1) Discontinue procurcment of the Kits (R37-E~500),
(2) Thon stocks of Kits ore oxhausted, issus coment (Stknr
R52-C»1557), byrd cloth and noeprenc impregmated topos
(3) Add comont (Stknr R52-C~1557), byrd cloth and neoprone
improgncted tape to tho Section "A" Lllowonce Jist for
all applicable supply supporting activities, and symbol
code these itoms (G7) indicating cold woathor material.

- 20 =
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PART VI (Conttd)
1. a onaut Conttd

bs Tubo Assombly, Drop Tank (Stknr R82CV-VS~48817) = Tho
roplacament rate of the tube (commonly reforred to as e "goosenock®)
is high {about 8 tubes por 10 tanks dropped)s It is rocommendod that
the source codc be changed from Mel to P or P=l, It is furthor ro=
comonded that it be sdded to the Seetion "BY allowanco list for
FAU=4/4B cirerafts. The numorical cllowance should be 80% of tha
ellomanee of MK 12 extorncl auxiliary fusl tanka.

Plvon 3 Totoss,

4fimon E. LOOWNIS
Copy to:

CNO (2) fdvance

CINCPACFIT (2) Advanca
CINCPACFLIT EVALULTION GROUP (1)
COMNAVFE (1) 4dvanca
COUNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP (1)
COMSEVENTHFLT (1) Advaneo
CIF 76 (2) Ldvanco

COILIRPAC (5)

GCOMSERVPLC (1)

COFLIRILPAN (1)

NZJLL TUR COLIEGE (1)
COMCLRDIV 17 (1)

COMCIRDIV 15 (1)

CO, FAIRBETUPAC (2)
COMMARCORPS (1)

CG FIFPLC (1)

CG LJIRFTERIC (1)

CG 1st MAT (1)

CG, WG~12 (1)

- CO, Vii=312 (1)

UeS.S, BLTLALN (CVE~29) (1)
U.5.3, RENDOVL (CVE=114) (1)
U.8.3. BAIROKO (CVE-115) (1)
UoSeSe BLDOENG STRAIT (CVE=116) (1)
UsS.5. POINT CRUZ (CVE~119) (1)

.
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